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Don was a husband, grandfather, and
longtime Orange County resident, a
lifelong law enforcement officer who
proudly served the city of Santa Ana
for 25 years. As president of the Police
Officers Association, he represented
those whom we refer to as the thin blue
line that protects our communities.

Don was also passionate about hon-
oring fallen officers and dedicated over
20 years to the California Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Foundation, where we
worked together to remember those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.

Don was also a devout member of
Santiago de Compostela Catholic
Church. He loved to volunteer there,
spend time with his family, and sup-
port Notre Dame football.

Today, I join Don’s children, grand-
children, neighbors, and friends in re-
membering his legacy. I thank Don for
his dedication and protection of the
Santa Ana community.

HONORING SERGEANT MIKE GONZALEZ

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career of Sergeant
Mike Gonzalez, who served our country
and our Santa Ana community for 32
years.

Sergeant Gonzalez served in the U.S.
Navy for 7 years. He was born and
raised in North Carolina but soon came
to love our Orange County community
and served the residents of the city of
Santa Ana for 32 years as a police offi-
cer.

Sergeant Gonzalez is a hero on and
off duty. On duty, he received service
medals for his valor as a police officer.
Off duty, he sprang into action in 2017
during a mass shooting in Las Vegas,
where he saved many lives.

I thank my good friend, Mike, for his
service to our country and community.
He represents the best Orange County
has to offer.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Police
Week and the brave men and women
who serve and protect Orange County.

Beginning under President Kennedy
in 1962, Police Week recognizes those
who protect our neighborhoods. We
also remember the brave men and
women who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.

Back home in Orange County, our po-
lice officers are essential to keeping
our community safe. I am proud to
have brought back $3 million just this
year to renovate and upgrade police
headquarters in Fullerton and Stanton.

I thank all the police officers at
home and across the country for keep-
ing us and keeping our neighborhoods
safe. We are proud to have their serv-
ice.

——————

HONORING THE STATUE UNVEIL-
ING OF THE REVEREND WILLIAM
FRANKLIN “BILLY” GRAHAM, JR.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

North Carolina (Mr. ROUZER) for 5 min-

utes.
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Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, for the
first time since 1932, North Carolina
will receive a new statue representing
our State in the U.S. Capitol tomor-
TOW.

The late Reverend Billy Graham, Jr.,
was a very cherished Christian leader
and an exemplary North Carolinian. I
am proud to welcome him into the U.S.
Capitol’s National Statuary Hall Col-
lection.

Born on a dairy farm in Charlotte,
North Carolina, Reverend Graham
came from humble beginnings. He grew
up learning the value of hard work and
developed an unwavering commitment
to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Through his ministry, he would go on
to reach more than 200 million people
in 185 countries, and many of those who
heard his message accepted Jesus as
Lord and Savior. I have no doubt he led
millions to Christ, securing their salva-
tion.

Known as America’s pastor, he is one
of the few private citizens to receive
three of the highest honors that are be-
stowed by Congress: the Congressional
Gold Medal in 1996, lying in honor in
the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in 2018, and
now a statue placed in the U.S. Capitol
Building.

Created by Charlotte-based artist
Chas Fagan, the statue depicts Rev-
erend Graham pointing to an open
Bible. Inscribed on the pedestal of the
7-foot statue will be the verse so
foundational, John 3:16. This well-
known Scripture tells us: “For God so
loved the world that He gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.”

At a time when America could use a
spiritual revival like never before, how
refreshing and great it is that we are
enshrining this verse and Reverend
Graham’s legacy of faith within the
Halls of Congress.

As noted in his 2011 book, ‘‘Nearing
Home,” Billy Graham wrote: ‘‘The
greatest legacy you can pass on to your
children and grandchildren is not your
money or the other material things
you have accumulated in life. The
greatest legacy you can pass on to
them is the legacy of your character
and your faith. . .. Why is faith our
greatest legacy? Because the memory
of what we were like—not just our per-
sonalities but our character and our
faith—has the potential to influence
others for Christ.”

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Graham dedi-
cated his life to proclaiming the Gospel
throughout the world and, I might add,
in places and countries that were and
in many that still are hostile to Chris-
tianity. I am proud that countless visi-
tors and lawmakers will now be able to
honor his legacy and message for gen-
erations to come in the U.S. Capitol.

MAGIC OF THE PACK

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight, honor, and cele-
brate the NC State University men’s
and women’s basketball teams. Both
reached the Final Four of their respec-
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tive NCAA Division 1 basketball tour-
naments this past month of April, reg-
istering a historic achievement that
few schools have ever achieved.
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The NC State women’s team led by
Coach Wes Moore displayed strength
all year with a 31-7 overall record, in-
cluding 9 wins over AP Top 25 teams
while earning their first Final Four ap-
pearance since 1998. They had state-
ment wins in the tournament against
Chattanooga, Tennessee, Stanford, and
Texas. Junior guard, Aziaha James,
was the leader of the Pack with blis-
tering accuracy from three-point
range.

Not to be outdone, the men’s basket-
ball team won the school’s 11th ACC
Tournament championship. The Wolf-
pack, led by Coach Kevin Keatts
clenched an 84-76 victory against in-
credibly talented UNC-Chapel Hill, be-
coming the first ACC team to win 5
games in 5 days, securing their spot in
the NCAA Tournament, and launching
them to their first Final Four appear-
ance since the magical championship
run of the 1983 NC State team.

This team’s collective skill, dedica-
tion to each other, and the team chem-
istry they solidified in the ACC Tour-
nament enabled the Wolfpack to keep
advancing, reeling off wins against
Texas Tech, Oakland, Marquette, and
Duke. With each round of the NCAA
Tournament, the Wolfpack continued
to excel and win.

As an NC State alumnus, it is with
great pride that I join so many in cele-
brating these two teams and their ac-
complishments. Only a select few uni-
versities can say that both of their bas-
ketball teams made the Final Four in
their respective tournaments in the
same year. Both teams, as well as the
individual players, will be long remem-
bered. Their legacy is now etched in NC
State basketball lore.

————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Ms. SPANBERGER) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the courage and
the sacrifice of the brave law enforce-
ment officers who work each day to
keep our communities safe and to
honor those who have given their lives.

This week, as we commemorate Po-
lice Week, a week of appreciation and
of solemnity that was first honored and
created back in 1962, when President
Kennedy designated May 15 as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and the week in
which it falls Police Week, we know
that this week draws between 25,000
and 40,000 attendees from across the
Nation, including from Virginia; people
who come to honor the sacrifice and
the service of their fellow officers and
their family members.

I grew up in a law enforcement
household. My father was a career law
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enforcement officer, and I grew up with
a deep appreciation of those who com-
mit themselves to service. I stand here
today during National Police Week to
recognize every officer who works to
keep Virginia’s communities safe.

I am proud to represent many brave
men and women who have answered the
call to serve their fellow Americans,
their neighbors, and our communities,
and I am grateful for their service and
their sacrifice.

This week, we remember with rev-
erence their colleagues and friends who
have laid down their lives in the line of
duty. We owe these heroes a debt of
gratitude that can never fully be re-
paid. Their legacies live on in the con-
tinued dedication of the officers who
served alongside them and the families
who mourn and miss them.

In Congress, I will continue to advo-
cate for legislation to support our local
police departments and sheriff’s de-
partments in carrying out the vital
mission that they hold in our commu-
nities.

Together, we can honor their dedica-
tion to duty by connecting them with
the resources, the training, the sup-
port, and everything necessary for
them to perform their jobs effectively,
and importantly, to get home safely.

To all those who wear the badge, I
offer my deepest gratitude. This week
and every week, we extend our appre-
ciation to the men and women who
continue to serve, and we remember
those who did not come home. May
their sacrifice never be forgotten, and
may their legacies continue to inspire
the next generation to serve and pro-
tect.

HONORING THE LIFE OF TERRY ANDERSON

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the remarkable life and
the legacy of a former constituent, Mr.
Terry Anderson.

When I was first running for Con-
gress, I had the occasion of meeting
someone who was known to be a local
advocate and a local activist, but the
name was familiar to me, Terry Ander-
son. I met with this gentleman, and I
heard his story. It was one that was fa-
miliar to me from my childhood and
one that was familiar probably to
many of you.

In 1985, Mr. Anderson became quite
well known the world over when he was
kidnapped in Lebanon and held hostage
by Hezbollah until his release in the
very late days of 1991.

He was kidnapped when he was a re-
porter for the Associated Press. He was
a correspondent who fearlessly pursued
truth in some of the world’s most vola-
tile regions. His commitment to on-
the-ground eyewitness reporting was
unwavering.

This continued his path as he had
begun his inquisitive time in life
through his service in the Marine Corps
where he rose to the rank of staff ser-
geant, and he saw combat during the
Vietnam war.

It was from this time when he was in
captivity in Lebanon that he brought

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

back home a support for those who
continue the mission of collecting
knowledge, who continue the mission
of reporting hard facts on the ground.

Mr. Anderson continued to advocate
for press freedom worldwide through-
out the remainder of his career. Once
he returned back home to the United
States, he lived in many places. He
even once ran for elected office in Ohio.
He taught university-level journalism.
He opened a few restaurants, a horse
ranch, and a blues bar. For a time, he
lived on a farm in Orange County, Vir-
ginia, which is when I had the oppor-
tunity to meet him, and, frankly, eat
some of his extraordinary cooking.

Terry was a man of many interests.
He was a man of great passion. He was
a man who loved and spoke often of his
children. He was a man who inspired
me. I am grateful I had the opportunity
to meet him, to learn from him, and
upon his passing, I wish his family the
very best.

Towards the end of his life he once
remarked: I have lived so much, and I
have done so much; I am content. His
legacy has left an indelible mark on
our world. His resilience and his cour-
age have set an example for so many of
us. I ask my colleagues to please join
me in remembering Terry Anderson.

———

ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, on October
7, 2023, the Palestinian terrorist group,
Hamas, viciously attacked Israel—
America’s best ally in the Middle
East—and they did it from the Gaza
Strip. On that day, more than 1,200
Israelis and foreign nationals, includ-
ing at least 35 Americans, were killed.
Not since the Holocaust have so many
Jews been killed in a single day.

During the unprecedented attack,
Hamas, in conjunction with other ter-
rorist groups, seized 253 hostages,
many of whom are still held captive
today, and we know for a fact that
some were murdered while in captivity
by Hamas. The barbaric attacks
against Israel on October 7 were of a
scope and lethality not witnessed ever
before in the 16 years of Hamas’ control
in Gaza.

The U.S.-Israel alliance is founded
upon our shared democratic and cul-
tural values, our mutual security in-
terests, and an enduring friendship. I
say we have spiritual connections.
Also, there are moral reasons to sup-
port Israel. There needs to be a safe
haven for Jews all over this world that
have been persecuted for several thou-
sand years.

We support the Abraham Accords.
These accords reflect our mutual re-
spect for our partnership and the sig-
nificance that the pursuit of peace in
the region holds for the United States
and Israel—a peace vital to the na-
tional security of both of our coun-
tries.
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Israel is a vibrant democracy with a
government elected by the people of
Israel. Israel is a sovereign nation with
a right to self-defense and self-deter-
mination.

No country, including the United
States, has the right to tell Israel
whether or how to conduct wartime op-
erations in response to a devastating
terrorist attack. We certainly have no
right to demand that Israel submit to a
cease-fire. This course of action is for
the leadership of the military of Israel
to determine. It is for the people of
Israel to determine.

In addition, no country has the right
or authority to suggest that the Prime
Minister of Israel should resign. Only
the citizens of Israel have this right.
Israel is a sovereign and capable nation
with a right to determine who will
serve in the government and how it
wants to defend itself, and only Israel
can determine its security needs after
the fall of Hamas.

Sadly, our President has called for a
cease-fire, and Leader SCHUMER has
called for a new election—disregarding
and interfering in Israel’s sovereignty.

We also see the administration is
calling for a two-state solution. So I
ask: Who is Israel going to negotiate
with? Who on the Palestinian side ac-
knowledges Israel’s right to exist as a
Jewish state? Who on the Palestinian
side is committed to peace and the re-
jection of terrorism?

Pushing for a two-state solution with
the current Palestinian leadership is a
fool’s errand. The Palestinian leaders
want a one-state solution where there
is no Israel. So who are the Israelis
supposed to negotiate with? Who are
the trusted Palestinian leaders for
Israel to talk to? There are none.

Last month, Congress voted to send
much-needed munitions to Israel. Iran
has fired 330 munitions recently. The
Israeli air defenses are depleted. Their
precision munitions are also depleted.

The President has halted sending
these needed weapons after Congress
approved them and directed them to be
sent there because he is trying to pre-
vent Israel from going into the last
stronghold of Hamas, which is Rafah.

Israel can’t let Hamas and Gaza sur-
vive. If they do, Hamas will continue to
be a mortal threat. Israel needs to go
and finish the job quickly so humani-
tarian aid can get to the Palestinian
people, and the President should get
out of the way. The United States
should continue to support Israel, to
stand with Israel in the face of attacks,
not only from Hamas but from anti-Se-
mitic nations throughout the world,
particularly with the United Nations.

The United States should continue to
assist Israel with the means to defend
itself. Israel is a longtime friend and
ally, and our policies toward Israel
should be consistent and in line with
that history. American politics and
election year concerns should have no
role in the United States’ foreign pol-
icy with Israel.

In short, the administration and the
majority leader and the Senate must
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