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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SELF).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 15, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KEITH SELF

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HEALTH
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, National Women’s Health
Week empowers women and girls to
prioritize their unique health journeys.

A crucial part of that journey is edu-
cation, prevention, and early detection
for illness and disease, like ovarian
cancer.

Globally, ovarian cancer is the
eighth most common cancer among
women, most of whom are over 60 years

old. In the United States, the American
Cancer Society estimates that this
year, more than 19,000 women will re-
ceive a diagnosis of ovarian cancer, and
more than 12,000 women will die from
ovarian cancer.

It is a frequently missed or
misdiagnosed disease, there is no rou-
tine screening, and it is not always in-
cluded as part of an annual gyneco-
logical exam like other cancers of the
female reproductive system.

I saw this firsthand with my moth-
er’s diagnosis and death, within just
weeks of her diagnosis of ovarian can-
cer many years ago, how devastating
ovarian cancer can be and how fast it
can claim a loved one. We must do bet-
ter for our mothers, our grandmothers,
our grandchildren, our sisters, and our
friends.

We must raise awareness, bolster re-
search and education, and pass legisla-
tion that prioritizes women’s
healthcare and saves lives. Our health
and our stories matter.

HONORING REV. DR. JOHN E. DOUGLAS

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I pause now to start with
something that is of local color and
recognizes a man of faith.

I rise today to recognize Reverend
Dr. John E. Douglas of Antioch Baptist
Church in North Hills, Pennsylvania,
as he celebrates 30 years as a pastor.

I first met Pastor Douglas a dozen
years ago when I served in the Pennsyl-
vania House for Montgomery County.
As I was still getting to know our dis-
trict, he did not hesitate to welcome
me to his church and to introduce me
to his neighborhood, which perfectly
encompassed his warmth and unwaver-
ing commitment to the Antioch com-
munity.

Each week, he faithfully leads his
congregation in beautiful services with
song, prayer, and a welcoming spirit to
all. He is a man of family and of faith.

Yet, his devotion does not stop there.
Pastor Douglas has made Antioch Bap-

tist Church an integral part of the sur-
rounding community as well, a home
for town halls and community gath-
erings, again, where all are welcome,
including me.

I am just one of the so many people
who have been guided by his grace, his
faith, his leadership, and his friendship,
which will continue to grow and shape
North Hills and the greater community
for years to come.

Congratulations to Pastor Douglas
on 30 years of hard work, faith, and joy.
The Antioch family and I are blessed to
know him.

—————

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF THE
193RD AIR OPERATIONS GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the 193rd Air Operations Group
in State College, Pennsylvania, who
celebrated their 75th anniversary on
May 2, 2024.

HEstablished in April of 1949, the unit
was initially named the 112th Aircraft
Control and Warning Squadron. The
unit was Federally recognized as part
of the Nation’s reserve defenses.

A notable alumnus of the squadron is
the Honorable Dr. John L. McLucas
who served in State College during the
1950s prior to becoming the Secretary
of the Air Force in 1973.

In January 2016, the 112th Air Oper-
ations Squadron was designated the
193rd Air Operations Group with three
subordinate squadrons: the 193rd Air
Communication Squadron, the 193rd
Air Intelligence Squadron, and the
193rd Combat Operations Squadron.
The three squadrons operate under the
Air Combat Command.

Since the redesignation, the unit has
sent members to more places around
the globe than ever before to project
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American air power and to support op-
erations worldwide.

Since 2010, the Air Operations Group
took on its current role supporting the
U.S. Air Force’s central theater as
they have completed nine deployments
in Doha, Qatar.

During these deployments, the 193rd
supported the 609th Air Operations
Center, conducting operations vital to
the global war on terror and thwarting
al-Qaida, ISIS, and Iranian-aligned ag-
gressors in Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Syria.

Additionally, the unit assisted in sus-
taining military operations throughout
the U.S. Central Command area of op-
erations, including 21 Nations in the
Middle East, Central Asia, and South
Asia.

Mr. Speaker, as the national strategy
has begun to focus on defending
against near-peer adversaries, the 193rd
AOG has excelled at staying agile, in-
formed, and at the tip of the spear for
providing combat mission-ready war-
riors to support operations worldwide.

The members of the 193rd have most
recently supported U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command exercises in line with the na-
tional strategy to train and meet the
increasing threat posed by China.

Additionally, the 193rd has partici-
pated in the Pennsylvania National
Guard State partnership program with
Lithuania, conducting military train-
ing and readiness with a strategic mili-
tary ally.

Mr. Speaker, I personally thank
those who previously and currently
serve the 193rd AOG for their dedica-
tion and service to our great Nation,
and I congratulate them on 75 years of
operations.

——————

HONORING OFFICER BRIAN
SICKNICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for
5 minutes.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise during Police
Week to honor a son of New Jersey’s
12th District who gave his life pro-
tecting many of the people that are
Members of this Chamber.

Brian Sicknick was raised in South
River, New Jersey. He attended East
Brunswick Technical High School
where he dreamed of being a police offi-
cer.

He later joined the New Jersey Air
Force National Guard’s 108th Wing at
McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey.

Officer Sicknick served in Operation
Enduring Freedom, attaining the rank
of staff sergeant. He later moved to
Springfield, Virginia, and joined the
United States Capitol Police. One of
his first assignments was the inaugura-
tion of President Obama.

For 12 years, Officer Sicknick was a
dedicated protector of our Capitol. On
January 6, 2021, he found himself at the
front lines on the Capitol’s west side,
facing off against a violent mob bent
on dismantling our democracy.
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He came under repeated attacks but
held his post, defending the lives of the
people who had been elected, their
staff, and employees of this Capitol.
Later that night, Officer Sicknick col-
lapsed at the Capitol and sadly passed
away the next day.

Officer Brian Sicknick gave his life
defending our democracy against an in-
surrection fomented by the former
President of the United States of
America, who is currently on trial.

Were it not for that insurrection, Of-
ficer Sicknick would still be with us
today. Were it not for the heroism of
Officer Sicknick and his fellow USCP
officers, we would not be here today.

For those who were not with us on
that day, it must be hard to imagine
the danger of the moment, how close
we came to losing everything, particu-
larly our lives and our democracy.

We have a responsibility to the offi-
cers who defended the Capitol on that
day and who still protect us now to en-
sure that never again shall they be
called upon to sacrifice in such a way.

I will be forever grateful to Officer
Sicknick and his fellow USCP and
Metro Police Department officers for
defending my life, for the lives of my
colleagues, and most importantly, for
our democracy. We are all forever in
his debt.

———

THE GREAT STATE OF IOWA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in honor of my home State
of Iowa being ranked the sixth overall
State to live in.

Scoring third in opportunity and in
the top 10 for education, Iowa has prov-
en that regardless of where you come
from or where you are going, you can
find success in the Hawkeye State.

Looking for a great place to study?
Iowa has some of the Nation’s top
schools. Want to buy a house and start
a family? Iowa is one of the most af-
fordable States to live in and a beau-
tiful State to raise a family.

Want to start a new career? Iowa is
home to several booming industries,
entrepreneurship flourishes, and we
would be happy to have you.

Iowa is historically known for being
a farming State, but recently our State
has emerged as one of the Nation’s
leaders in clean energy production.

In Iowa, the American Dream is
alive, well, and waiting for you. God
bless the Hawkeye State.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL TEACHER
APPRECIATION DAY

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to celebrate National
Teacher Appreciation Day, which took
place this past Tuesday on May 7.

America’s teachers are heroes who
take on the monumental task of shap-
ing our Nation’s future leaders with
the utmost grandeur and grit.

Growing up, we never forget those
teachers who have left a marked im-
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pact on our lives and mentor us
through the grueling process of matu-
ration.

As a matter of fact, I remember my
second grade teacher, Ms. Tenniswood
in Michigan, who helped me to know
that I was special enough to one day
achieve my dreams.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of
America’s teachers, our upcoming gen-
eration stands poised to confront the
complexities of the future with resil-
ience and readiness.

Iowa is home to over 35,000 teachers
who play a key role in the future of our
State. As we honor their invaluable
contributions, let us unite in recogni-
tion of their dedication and pray for
their continued success in nurturing
the youth and steering the course of
America’s future.

Together, let us commit to sup-
porting and wuplifting our educators
who are the bedrock of our society.

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in recognition of National
Nurses Week, which takes place from
May 6 to May 12 every year.

In 1974, President Nixon declared
that one week in May should be dedi-
cated to our amazing nurses. Then in
1993, the American Nurses Association
board of directors declared that May 6
through May 12 would be the official
dates, coinciding with National Nurses
Day on May 6 and Florence Nightin-
gale’s birthday on May 12.

As someone who has dedicated their
life to healthcare and public service
and was a former nurse before becom-
ing a physician and married to a nurse,
I can confidently say that our nurses
are community heroes. The sacrifices
they make for the well-being of our
communities are commendable.

Let’s take a moment to express our
heartfelt gratitude to these dedicated
healthcare heroes and thank them for
their unwavering care and compassion.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in honor of National Police
Week. National Police Week stands as
a beacon of honor, remembrance, and
solidarity, allowing us to pay homage
to the heroes who made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.

Since its inception in 1962 by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, this week holds
profound significance as we commemo-
rate Peace Officers Memorial Day on
May 15 and the surrounding days as Po-
lice Week.

It is a time when tens of thousands of
law enforcement officers, survivors,
and citizens converge on our Nation’s
Capital to partake in events that honor
and remember our fallen heroes.

National Police Week isn’t just a
commemoration; it is a testament to
the resilience and dedication of those
who wear the badge. It is a reminder
that the sacrifices made by our law en-
forcement officers will never be forgot-
ten.

Let us stand together in gratitude
and solidarity, honoring the heroes
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