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Let us challenge our friends to do
more, our enemies to do better, and
ourselves to never give up. God bless
the memory of all of those who kept
America strong and made America bet-
ter.

We commemorate this day for Miss
Daisy Bates, the children of Little
Rock, and those who brought in a new
era of desegregation.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Speaker, the landmark ruling in Brown
v. Board of Education not only shat-
tered the doctrine of separate but equal
but firmly established that racial seg-
regation is abhorrent to the principles
enshrined in our Constitution. It af-
firmed unequivocally that every child
in America, regardless of race, deserves
equal protection and opportunity under
law.

Today, as we reflect on this pivotal
moment, we are reminded of its pro-
found impact on our journey toward
civil rights and educational equity.
Yet, despite the progress we have
made, we must confront the realities
that still persist—inequalities that
continue to hold back our youth from
reaching their full potential, especially
in marginalized communities.

Innovation in education has been
monumental but not uniformly felt. As
we grapple with the challenges of eco-
nomic disparities and systemic bar-
riers, we are called to what Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., described as the
fierce urgency of now.

The fight for educational opportunity
and the quest for civil rights are inex-
tricably intertwined. Focusing on edu-
cation as a civil rights issue changes
the cadence of our conversation. We
must ensure that the promise of Brown
v. Board of Education extends beyond
our history and into the lived experi-
ences of every student.

Let us champion policies that foster
innovation and collaboration across all
sectors to create holistic solutions that
uplift every child. We must secure the
necessary investments to revitalize our
educational system and affirm our un-
wavering commitment to the next gen-
eration. This is not just an educational
mandate; it is a moral imperative.

In addition, the economic signifi-
cance of Brown v. Board of Education
cannot be overstated. By dismantling
the legal framework of segregation in
education, it opened up doors that had
long been closed to Black Americans.
Education is not just a means of im-
parting knowledge; it is the key to eco-
nomic opportunity, the gateway to
prosperity.

Prior to this ruling, Black students
were assigned to underfunded, sub-
standard schools, deprived of the re-
sources and opportunities afforded to
their White counterparts. This perpet-
uated a cycle of poverty and limited
upward mobility for generations of
Black Americans. With the desegrega-
tion of schools mandated by Brown v.
Board of Education, Black students
gained access to better funded schools,
qualified teachers, and educational op-
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portunities previously denied to them.
This led to a burgeoning Black middle
class and contributed to the overall
economic growth and prosperity of our
entire Nation.

Yet, despite the gains made since
Brown, racial disparities persist in our
educational system and in our econ-
omy. These disparities have far-reach-
ing economic consequences.

For example, a recent report from
the National Urban League finds that
the racial income gap has been stag-
nant for over 20 years, with Black
Americans earning an average of 64
percent of the income of White Ameri-
cans.

As we commemorate Brown v. Board
of Education, let us recommit our-
selves to the unfinished work of achiev-
ing true equality in education and eco-
nomic opportunity for all.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard from
my distinguished colleagues about the
70th anniversary of Brown v. Board of
Education, issues of great importance
to the Congressional Black Caucus, our
constituents, Congress, and all Ameri-
cans tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

MARKING SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY
OF BUFFALO MASS SHOOTING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from New York (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of my Special Order in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to mark the solemn anni-
versary of the racist mass shooting in
Buffalo, New York.

On this day 2 years ago, good people
who simply made an afternoon stop at
a grocery store were gunned down in
broad daylight—10 innocent lives sto-
len from friends, families, and our com-
munity.

It is important that their names con-
tinue to live on in our hearts and in
the RECORD: Celestine Chaney, Roberta
A. Drury, Andre Mackniel, Katherine
Massey, Margus D. Morrison, Heyward
Patterson, Aaron Salter, Jr., Geraldine
Talley, Ruth Whitfield, and Pearl
Young.

The perpetrator was not from the
City of Good Neighbors. This racist
white supremacist intentionally came
to our community and targeted the
only grocery store in a predominantly
Black neighborhood.

Every western New Yorker remem-
bers the first phone call we received,
the horror as we realized the full ex-
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tent of what had happened, and then
the heartbreak of burying people whose
lives were taken simply for the color of
their skin.

It has changed Buffalo forever, but
rather than divide us, the people of
Buffalo came together, as we often do
during the toughest of times, embrac-
ing one another and championing
change. We prayed together. We fed our
Cold Springs neighbors who were forced
into a food desert with the closing of
their only grocery store. We rallied for
change.

My dear friend and now a Buffalo
councilwoman, Zeneta Everhart, near-
ly lost her son, Zaire Goodman, that
day. Zaire worked at Tops. He was just
doing his job, helping a customer, when
a bullet entered his neck. He fell to the
ground. When the shooter moved on, he
was able to escape and place the most
terrifying phone call of his mother’s
life. Miraculously, by the grace of God,
Zaire is alive and thriving today.

I had the privilege of joining Zeneta
as she traveled right here to Wash-
ington and testified before Congress,
refusing to hold back details as she ex-
plained the horror of what had hap-
pened to Zaire and the other victims.
Zeneta gave powerful testimony, along
with former Fire Commissioner
Garnell Whitfield, whose 86-year-old
mother was murdered right in front of
Zaire when he was carrying her gro-
ceries to her car for her.

Zeneta and Garnell were supported in
their testimony by the families of the
other Buffalo victims. For the first
time in 30 years, Congress acted, pass-
ing the Bipartisan Safer Communities
Act.

Still, in the 2 years since the Buffalo
tragedy, senseless mass shootings have
continued throughout the Nation. More
cities and families have endured the
pain of burying their loved ones due to
gun violence.

We need to do better. That means
passing Representative MCBATH’s As-
sault Weapons Ban of 2023, Representa-
tive CLYBURN’s Enhanced Background
Checks Act of 2023, Representative
FITZPATRICK’s Bipartisan Background
Checks Act of 2023, Representative
MENG’s Aaron Salter, Jr., Responsible
Body Armor Possession Act, Rep-
resentative KRISHNAMOORTHI'sS Hate
Crimes Commission Act, Representa-
tive BOWMAN’s resolution condemning
the great replacement theory, and Rep-
resentative SCHIFF’s Equal Access to
Justice for Victims of Gun Violence
Act of 2023, just to name a few.

This package represents common-
sense legislation that rejects hate and
will help keep weapons of war out of
the hands of dangerous individuals.

Public safety is not a partisan issue.
Mass murders like the one that hap-
pened in Buffalo have happened in red
States and blue States, cities and sub-
urbs, farming communities, schools,
churches, synagogues, mosques, and
grocery stores all across this Nation. It
shouldn’t happen at all.

Further action is needed, and it is
long overdue. We must find common
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ground to stop the pain felt by our
community in Buffalo, and so many
other communities across this Nation.

O 2045

Buffalo and western New York will
continue to persevere as we always do.

These past few days have been a roll-
er coaster of emotions, to say the least,
as we relive these awful moments of 2
years ago today and continue down the
path of honoring and remembering the
lives that were lost.

On Monday, just yesterday, we un-
veiled the final design for the 5/14 Me-
morial that will be built in Buffalo.

It is an amazing concept, and it will
serve as a permanent testament to the
character of our city and the beautiful
commemoration of the victims of this
hate crime.

It features 10 interconnected pillars,
each inscribed with the names of the
victims and survivors, each one unique
in its arc and height, reflective of the
uniqueness and irreplaceability of each
of the victims, and it will feature a new
building to serve as a gathering place
to bring the community together, to
unite us.

When it is completed, I hope my col-
leagues will join me to visit this mov-
ing space, this memorial, to gain a
greater understanding for the loss that
we have experienced and perhaps a
greater commitment to preventing fu-
ture tragedies.

Following the shooting, an im-
promptu memorial sprung up at the
corner of Jefferson and Liandon Streets.
The corner was filled with flowers,
toys, photos, candles, cards, and much
more. Much of that was archived at the
Buffalo History Museum to make way
for a permanent honor space.

Today, that space at the Tops on Jef-
ferson was dedicated, permanently
commemorating the lives that were
lost at that location, ensuring that the
supermarket, already a neighborhood
landmark, becomes a living memorial.

As we honor these beautiful souls, it
is important that we take a moment to
thank the brave first responders who
got there almost immediately that day
to secure the scene, tend to the wound-
ed, and prevent more bloodshed.

The Buffalo Police Department had
the suspect in custody within 6 min-
utes of the first 911 call. However, be-
cause of the weapons of war that this
terrorist had, he was able to inflict
horrible damage in a very short
amount of time.

These 10 people taken from us 2 years
ago today aren’t just statistics. They
were mothers, fathers, brothers, sis-
ters, friends, and leaders in our com-
munity.

I will take a moment to talk about
each of them. Pearl Young. Pearl
Young was 77 years old. Pearl was a na-
tive of Fayette, Alabama, coming to
Buffalo following her marriage to Oli-
ver Young, Jr., in 1967.

She was a substitute teacher, a Sun-
day school teacher, and an active mem-
ber of the Church of God in Christ
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where she helped to run the food pan-
try for a quarter of a century.

She was the loving mother of James,
Pamela, and Damon; sister of Annie
Ruth Winston and Jean Craig; grand-
mother to 10; great-grandmother to 7;
and beloved by countless nieces and
nephews.

Ruth Whitfield. Ruth Whitfield was
86 years old. She was a long-time pa-
rishioner at Durham Memorial AME
Zion Church where she sang in the
choir.

She was a devoted wife, caring for
her husband and soulmate, Garnell
Whitfield of 68 years, nearly every day
for 8 years in a nursing home, every-
thing from clipping his nails to doing
his laundry and, of course, visiting him
on a daily basis.

She left behind her husband, Garnell
Whitfield, Sr.; her children, Robin Har-
ris, former Buffalo Fire Commissioner,
Garnell Whitfield, Jr., Angela Crawley,
and Raymond Whitfield; nine grand-
children; eight great-grandchildren;
five great-great-grandchildren; and nu-
merous extended family.

Margus D. Morrison. Margus Morri-
son was 52 years old, one of three
brothers, and graduated from Bennett
High School in 1990.

Margus was a bus aide for Buffalo
Public Schools’ Stanley Makowski
Early Childhood Center. His colleagues
remembered him as punctual, reliable,
and filled with a wonderful sense of
humor.

When he was killed, he was out buy-
ing Saturday evening dinner for his
family.

Margus Morrison left behind his six
beloved children and his adored com-
panion of the last 25 years, Regina Pat-
terson.

Andre Mackniel. Andre Mackniel was
53 years old and a brother to seven sib-
lings. He was a Buffalo native, at-
tended South Park High School.

He loved basketball, playing guitar,
writing poetry, listening to music, and,
of course, spending time with his fam-
ily, including his fiance, Tracey
Maciulewicz.

He was the adoring father to his five

children: Shawanda Rogers, Andrea
Beckman, LeAdrea  Elliott, Deja
Brown, and Andre Mackniel, Jr.,

known affectionately as A.J. When
Andre was murdered, he was out buy-
ing a birthday cake for A.J.’s third
birthday.

He also left behind eight siblings;
brothers, Vyonne James Elliott,
Marcus Elliott, Malik Elliott, and
Jimmy Elliott; sisters, Andre’Anna
Unique Porter, Rose White, Darlissa

Elliott, and Marshett Elliott; three
grandchildren; numerous aunts and un-
cles; nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

Aaron Salter, Jr. Lieutenant Aaron
Salter, Jr., was b5 years old. He died a
hero, delaying the shooter and giving
more people precious seconds to es-
cape. He saved lives that day.

Lieutenant Salter was a retired Buf-
falo police officer working that day as
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an armed security guard. When the
shooter walked in, armed with an AR~
15-style rifle and clad in body armor,
Lieutenant Salter didn’t hesitate.

He opened fire, hitting the target,
but because of the shooter’s body
armor, he was unharmed and fired
back, killing Lieutenant Salter.

After Lieutenant Salter retired from
the Buffalo Police Department in 2018,
he began working as a security guard
at Tops where he would engage with
customers and employees, making ev-
eryone feel safe, seen, and appreciated.

He was the son of Carol and Aaron
Salter, Sr.; husband to Kimberly; ador-
ing father to Latisha Slaughter, Aaron
Salter III, and Tanya Salter.

Lieutenant Salter also leaves behind
a sister, Cashell Durham; nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, friends, and his beloved
pets.

Geraldine Talley. Geraldine Talley,
known as Gerri to her friends and fam-
ily, was 62 years old. She was a native
of Grove Hill, Alabama, moving to Buf-
falo in 1971 with her family.

She earned her degree in secretarial
science from Bryant & Stratton Col-
lege, eventually working for a non-
profit, assisting people with mental ill-
ness and related substance abuse
issues.

She was famous for her love of bak-
ing and for sharing her creations with
others. Her specialty was banana pud-
ding cakes.

When she was at Tops, she was shop-
ping for a few ingredients for her week-
ly waterfront picnic with her fiance.

She left behind her children, Genicia
Smith and Mark Talley, Jr., a step-
daughter, Marquish Jacobs; three sis-
ters and one brother; her beloved fi-
ance, Gregory Allen; and numerous
family and friends.

Katherine Massey. Katherine Massey,
known to many simply as Kat, was 72
years old. Kat worked for 40 years for
Blue Cross Blue Shield and was always
committed to the betterment of our
community.

She worked to educate Kkids on
healthy diets, to rid our Nation of gun
violence, and to beautify her neighbor-
hood.

In fact, she was a long-time cam-
paigner against gun violence, founding
We are Women Warriors with her be-
loved friends Betty Jean Grant and Dr.
Eva Doyle.

She was a regular contributor to the
Buffalo Challenger and the Buffalo Cri-
terion. Kat was also an active resident
in Buffalo’s Fruit Belt neighborhood,
helping to form a block club and suc-
cessfully lobbying for the creation of a
new public park on her home street of
Cherry Street.

She was survived by her dear sib-
lings, Barbara Mapps and Warren
Massey; as well as her adored nieces
and nephews: Adrienna Massey,
Damone Mapps, Damien Mapps,
Darrale, Demetrius, and Dawn Massey;
numerous great-nieces and nephews
and one great-great niece.

Roberta A. Drury. Roberta Drury was
32 years old. She was originally from
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Cicero, New York, and attended Cicero-
North Syracuse High School.

It was her love for family that
brought her to Buffalo, relocating to
our community to help care for her
brother who was recovering from his
battle with leukemia. Her greatest pas-
sion was family, highlighted by their
annual trips to Wildwood, New Jersey.

She was survived by her dear mother,
Leslie VanGiesen; father, Philip Drury;
grandfather, John Traeger; her beloved
siblings, Christopher Moyer, Daniel
Moyer, Amanda Drury, Nicole
VanGiesen, and Brett VanGiesen; as
well as numerous aunts, uncles, neph-
ews, cousins, and friends.

Heyward Patterson. Heyward Patter-
son was 67 years old. He was in his
truck waiting for a friend he drove to
Tops to pick up groceries, something
he did often.

He was a deacon at the State Taber-
nacle Church of God in Christ in Buf-
falo located on Glenwood Avenue, re-
flecting his devotion and faith in God.

According to his fellow churchgoers,
Deacon Patterson was often the first
one to arrive and the last to leave.

He helped open and close the church,
clean, shovel, and he volunteered in

every capacity, including in the
church’s soup kitchen, Plate of Love
Ministry.

He is survived by his three children,
Diona, Schrita, and Jake; his beloved
wife, Tirzah; as well as his parents, sib-

lings, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and many more.
O 2100

Celestine Chaney was 65 years old.
When she was killed, she was out pur-
chasing ingredients for strawberry
shortcake for her family. She was a
fighter, surviving three aneurysms and
breast cancer.

Celestine was a graduate of Fosdick
Masten Girls Vocational High School,
where she learned to sew, later attend-
ing Bryant & Stratton College for busi-
ness administration.

She worked at several large manufac-
turers, including M. Wile and New Era
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Cap. She attended Elim Christian Fel-
lowship Church in Buffalo.

She was survived by her beloved part-
ner and fiance, Raymond Johnson; her
only son, Wayne Donell Jones; nine
grandchildren, Wayne Donell Jones,
Jr., Kayla Jones, Charon Reed, Chayna
Jones, Donell Jones, Nasir Jones,
Dominique Brown, Latifa Johnson, and
Latoya Baugh; nine great-grand-
children; one sister, Joann Daniel; and
a host of nieces and nephews.

To conclude my remarks, Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that my colleagues and those
in the gallery join me in a moment of
silence on behalf of the beautiful souls
who were stolen from the city of Buf-
falo 2 years ago today, on May 14, 2022.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN),
the sponsor of the Enhanced Back-
ground Checks Act.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark the second
anniversary of the tragic events that
unfolded on May 14, 2022, at the Tops
supermarket in Buffalo, New York, it
is a solemn reminder of the devastating
impact of hate-fueled violence. This is
not just an attack on innocent individ-
uals but an assault on the very fabric
of the Buffalo community.

A self-professed white supremacist
targeted the Tops supermarket and
drove more than 200 miles to get there
because of its location in a predomi-
nantly Black community. His actions
took 10 precious lives. They were sons,
daughters, parents, and friends whose
absences continue to be felt deeply.

The pain New Yorkers feel is known
all too well by us down in South Caro-
lina. In 2015, a white supremacist
walked into the Mother Emanuel, the
oldest African-American Methodist
church in the South.

Dylann Roof targeted that church be-
cause of its historical significance. He
worshipped with them. He prayed with
them. He was welcomed into their
Bible study with open arms. He repaid
that kindness by opening fire on the in-
nocent group of worshippers, killing
nine.
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These horrific acts must serve as a
stark reminder of the dangerous con-
sequences of online radicalization, rac-
ism, and the all too easy access to
weapons of war.

The Buffalo shooter’s online writings
praised Roof’s actions. Although he ob-
tained his weapon legally, the shooter
made illegal modifications to make it
much more deadly.

In the case of Mother Emanuel AME
Church, a simple background check
could have helped to prevent the trag-
edy. Roof never should have been al-
lowed to buy a gun, but a deadly loop-
hole in our Federal laws allowed him to
do just that. If the required back-
ground checks process takes more than
3 business days, the Charleston loop-
hole allows firearms to be transferred
to buyers before the process is com-
plete. That is how Roof was able to get
a gun.

I have introduced legislation to close
the Charleston loophole, which the
gentleman from New York has joined
as a cosponsor. I thank him for that.
That only solves one piece of the puz-
zle.

Our communities have emerged from
these tragedies stronger than ever, but
white supremacy is the scourge on our
society that we must confront head-on.
We must join together to push back
against the harmful ideologies that
tear us apart.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
KENNEDY for his leadership.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday,
May 15, 2024, at 10 a.m. for morning-
hour debate.

REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2023 and the first quarter of 2024, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2024

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

Country Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Hon. Andy Harris

Hon. Adriano Espaillat

Hon. Ben Cline

Hon. Barbara Lee

France

12,712.89 170.00

Egypt 796.00

Jordan

69.05

Israel 742.00

327.54

Qatar 612.67

115.05

Bahrain 369.00

116.83

Germany 983.00

5,716.10 741.87

Austria 1,590.04
Philippi 297.03

Vietnam 729.00

South Korea 709.00

Japan 805.86

Morocco 796.60

546.00

Egypt

Turkey 871.12

Nigeria

7,955.20
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