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to decide when to start a family. Just 
look at their policies and their voting 
records. 

Mr. Speaker, 127 House Republicans 
are cosponsors of a bill that will 
threaten access to IVF nationwide and 
have blocked legislation by Democrats 
that would protect IVF access, and 195 
House Republicans have voted against 
legal contraception. House Republicans 
voted unanimously against the restora-
tion of Roe v. Wade. 

Moreover, extreme MAGA Repub-
licans plan to go further and let States 
monitor women who are pregnant to 
restrict their ability to access repro-
ductive care. 

House Democrats will not stand by 
and let MAGA Republicans restrict the 
freedom of women from getting the 
lifesaving care they need. We will con-
tinue to fight to make reproductive 
freedom the law of the land and allow 
women to make decisions about their 
own healthcare again. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 1 
minute a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DESJARLAIS) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

As we face the day that lies ahead, 
send us out to serve You, dear God. 
May we be faithful to keep Your com-
mands. May we take time to enjoy the 
fellowship You provide. May we be 
eager to be loyal to You and may our 
deep desire to be worthy of You sustain 
us when so many other things clamor 
for our attention. 

These are, indeed, challenging times, 
but we trust that You hold them in 
Your care. Give us wisdom to appre-
ciate the steadfastness of heart and 
soul our service to You requires. 

In a world where efficiency all too 
often overrides effectiveness, may our 
goal be Your intent for our energies. 
While whole communities are rent by 
the contest of wills and divided by the 
race for power, may we live into Your 
plan which transcends all selfish de-
sire. As we watch as even the slightest 
disagreement becomes grounds for dis-
cord, may we step up and step in to be 
instruments of the reconciliation You 
desire for Your creation. 

Make us strong and courageous. You 
have commanded us to serve You and 
have blessed us with Your trust. We 

need not fear nor be dismayed, for You, 
O Lord, are with us this day and in the 
days ahead. 

In Your abiding love we stand, and in 
Your name we pray. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. CARL) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CARL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M. 
Stringer, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DOUG STRALEY 

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize and honor the ex-
traordinary service of Louisa County 
School Superintendent Doug Straley. 

Mr. Straley has worked tirelessly for 
many years to improve the lives of stu-
dents, teachers, and staff in Louisa 
County Public Schools. For his effort, 
Mr. Straley was named the 2024 Vir-
ginia Superintendent of the Year by 
the Virginia Association of School Su-
perintendents, recognizing his out-
standing leadership of the county 
schools. 

Mr. Straley began his career as a 
teacher and served as an athletics di-
rector, high school principal, and as-
sistant superintendent before assuming 
his current position as superintendent. 

As a lifelong resident of Louisa Coun-
ty, Mr. Straley has proudly dedicated 
29 years of service to Louisa County 
Public Schools. His contributions to 
the Louisa community are immeas-
urable, and he is a most worthy recipi-
ent of this award. 

I thank Mr. Straley for his excep-
tional achievements in Louisa County. 

I wish him continued success as he 
strives to impact students in the coun-
ty. 

I am honored to represent Super-
intendent Doug Straley and all the in-
credible public servants of Virginia’s 
Fifth District. 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL NURSES 
WEEK 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of National Nurses 
Week and to celebrate the incredible 
contributions and sacrifices that 
nurses make each and every day. 

As an occupational therapist myself, 
I have seen firsthand how important 
nurses are, not only in the delivery of 
healthcare but in their daily inter-
actions with patients. They build con-
nections and tend to a patient’s needs, 
serving as the main conduit to a pa-
tient’s medical care. 

My grandmother, Dechantal O’Brien 
Kennedy, was a nurse. My mother, 
Mary Wilson Kennedy, was a nurse for 
more than 54 years and went on to 
teach nursing at D’Youville University 
in retirement. 

We should be grateful to our nurses, 
but we need to do more to support 
them. This Congress should prioritize 
the passage of H.R. 2530. This legisla-
tion will mandate specified minimum 
nurse-to-patient ratios in hospitals, en-
sure Medicare payments reflect those 
ratios, and empower nurses to speak up 
if those ratios are violated. 

It is common sense that we protect 
patients and reduce burnout and fa-
tigue among nurses. It will save lives. 
Let’s get it done. 

f 

BIDENFLATION HURTS FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, disastrous decisions by Biden 
and far-left Democrats continue to 
cause distress for families and destroy 
jobs. 

The Federal Reserve announced that 
they would keep interest rates at a 
two-decade high because of 
Bidenflation, making homeownership 
unattainable for millions of Ameri-
cans. 

Biden has produced the highest infla-
tion in 40 years, with higher prices 
every day since he took office. Egg 
costs are up 49 percent, baby food is up 
31 percent, electricity is up 29 percent, 
poultry is up 24 percent, and coffee is 
up 20 percent. 

Corrupt Judge Merchan has uninten-
tionally confirmed the deranged Big 
Government corruption to defame Don-
ald Trump. This helps Donald Trump. 
This corrupt judge now will be my 
guest. I invite him to come in January 
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to the inauguration of Donald Trump, 
which he unintentionally is causing. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
moves from the Afghanistan safe haven 
to America. We don’t need new border 
laws. We need to enforce existing laws. 
Biden shamefully opens the borders for 
dictators as more 9/11 attacks across 
America are imminent, as repeatedly 
warned by the FBI. 

f 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
May as Mental Health Awareness 
Month. Mental Health Awareness 
Month has been a cornerstone of ad-
dressing the challenges faced by mil-
lions of Americans living with mental 
health conditions. 

By breaking the stigma and talking 
about depression, anxiety, and other 
conditions, we can help those affected 
to seek the quality care that they de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, by bringing attention 
to mental health, we can elevate the 
conversations surrounding mental 
health. We are focusing on prioritizing 
mental health and acknowledging it is 
okay to not be okay. 

If you are suffering or feel alone, 
please reach out for help. It is impor-
tant to remember that you are not 
alone. 

This month, reach out to your loved 
ones and check in. By starting the con-
versation, we are one step closer to 
ending the stigma surrounding mental 
health. 

f 

REMEMBERING MARINE CORPS 
MAJOR GENERAL JEROME GARY 
COOPER 
(Mr. CARL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of Marine Corps Major 
General Jerome Gary Cooper. 

Cooper began his career at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, receiving his 
bachelor’s degree in finance, while par-
ticipating in naval ROTC. He then 
joined the Marine Corps. During the 
Vietnam war, he became the first Afri-
can American to ever command a Ma-
rine Corps infantry company. 

Among his many accolades, he was 
awarded the Bronze Star and two Pur-
ple Hearts. In 1988, he was promoted to 
Major General at the Headquarters Ma-
rine Corps. 

In 1989, President George H.W. Bush 
appointed Cooper as Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force in Manpower 
and Reserve Affairs. Then, President 
Clinton appointed him as U.S. Ambas-
sador to Jamaica. 

Cooper leaves behind a legacy of sac-
rifice, heroism, and inspiration to all. 
He passed away in Mobile at the age of 
87 and will be remembered for his 
priceless service to our Nation. Oorah, 
Marine. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING THE FAA 

(Mr. COLLINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge my colleagues to pass a full reau-
thorization of the FAA. 

Right now, we have a Federal Avia-
tion Administration that is operating 
under 20th century technology. Full re-
authorization ensures the United 
States remains the gold standard on 
the world stage in aviation by bol-
stering U.S. technology and restruc-
turing the FAA to improve efficiency. 

As a matter of fact, the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2024 includes a hand-
ful of amendments many of my col-
leagues have worked with industry ex-
perts on for several months, one of 
which I was proud to have included in 
the House-passed version. This amend-
ment encourages private-sector invest-
ment in hypersonic technology so we 
can remain competitive on the world 
stage. 

Our aviation sector drives over 5 per-
cent of the GDP and supports 11 mil-
lion jobs. Full authorization ensures 
that our skies remain safe, and our 
aviation industry stays competitive. I 
urge my colleagues to get this good 
piece of legislation across the finish 
line. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS 
SCHEMES 

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address President Biden’s stu-
dent loan bailout schemes. 

Just weeks ago, the President un-
veiled a new executive action even 
after the Supreme Court shut down his 
previous attempts to let people off the 
hook for their loans. He is not just try-
ing to unilaterally cancel student debt; 
his agencies have been working to 
make the student loan repayment proc-
ess dysfunctional. 

On one hand, the Federal Student 
Aid Agency is paying contractors who 
service student loans less money, and 
that agency has acknowledged that the 
level of service for student loan holders 
will suffer as a result. 

On the other hand, the CFPB is using 
its enforcement authority to pursue 
these same contractors for the reduced 
levels of service that are the result of 
these same FSA cuts. It seems like a 
plan designed to break the entire stu-
dent loan system. 

Americans can’t let the Biden admin-
istration’s plan succeed. We need a re-
turn to principled fiscal policy that en-

courages personal responsibility, a re-
sponsibility that supports the health of 
the American free enterprise system. 

f 

ALS SUFFERERS SHOW STRENGTH 
(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, ALS is a neurological dis-
order that affects thousands of people 
worldwide. Recently, I had the privi-
lege of meeting two incredible advo-
cates living with ALS, and their cour-
age and determination deeply moved 
me. 

One of them is Lou Hall, a fellow Air 
Force veteran who was diagnosed in 
2020 after undergoing several surgeries. 
With his wife, Tammy, Lou is working 
tirelessly to raise awareness about the 
importance of early detection. 

Troy Tatum, an ordained Disciples of 
Christ reverend, was diagnosed in early 
2022. Since his retirement, Troy and his 
wife, Leigh Ann, have provided 
unyielding support and encouragement 
to others. 

To Lou and Troy, I greatly admire 
your strength, resilience, and unwaver-
ing commitment to a cure. Your sto-
ries are a testament to the human spir-
it and power of hope. 

f 

CYCLING FOR HOPE THE MISSION 
(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, over 
the past 8 weeks, my friends, Ken and 
Rowan, have peddled 3,500 miles across 
this country to address the national 
homeless crisis and to raise funds to 
provide homes. 

Founded 15 years ago in the San Fer-
nando Valley, Hope the Mission has 
grown to become the largest rescue 
mission in the country, operating 23 in-
terim housing shelters with 2,700 beds 
and serving over 3 million meals annu-
ally. 

Hope will be adding 11 new projects 
in 2025, including five permanent sup-
portive housing sites. I might point out 
that they are able to provide these 
housing sites at less than a quarter of 
the cost done by local government in 
the Los Angeles area. 

Hope works to treat the unique needs 
of the housing insecure, operating shel-
ter sites for families and for other vic-
tims of domestic violence, offering 
mental health services as well as shel-
ter. 

Ken and Rowan have put their bodies 
on the line more than once, not only 
bicycling across the country, but they 
also lived for 4 days on the streets. 
They also lived for 4 days in a car, and 
they previously ran to Las Vegas from 
Los Angeles. 

I look forward to continuing to sup-
port Hope’s efforts. I hope my col-
leagues, particularly in the Los Ange-
les area, do so as well. I am pleased to 
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