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helps level the playing field, especially 
for disadvantaged children, and gives 
them a better chance at academic suc-
cess. 

House Democrats have made it clear 
that investing in America’s children 
will always be among our highest pri-
orities. Thanks to investments we have 
fought for in the budget, we are work-
ing to ensure that Federal dollars 
reach every corner of the country. 

In my district, I have secured $23 mil-
lion for Fresno County and $22 million 
for Tulare County Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs. These 
funds will provide families with health 
and support services while growing the 
next generation of leaders in the San 
Joaquin Valley and in California. 

Investing in education is investing in 
our children’s future because when our 
children succeed, America succeeds. 

HONORING YOM HASHOAH, HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I also rise 
today to recognize what has been tak-
ing place this week in this country and 
around the world, and that is com-
memorating Yom HaShoah ending in 
1945, recognizing the 6 million Jewish 
victims who were killed in the Holo-
caust. 

Sadly, on October 7 last year, 79 
years after the Holocaust, we witnessed 
a terrorist organization, Hamas, rape, 
execute, and take hostages. Over 1,400 
Israelis, Americans, and other nation-
alities were killed, which was the larg-
est killing of Jews since the Holocaust. 

There is clear evidence of the rising 
threat of hate and anti-Semitism being 
spread here at home and across the 
world. 

I commend President Biden and 
Speaker JOHNSON yesterday for bring-
ing together a bipartisan gathering to 
speak against anti-Semitism and the 
challenges here in America. In the 
United States, anti-Semitic incidents 
have soared over 140 percent in 2023, 
breaking all previous records. 

In America, we support free speech 
and peaceful protests, but disrupting 
academic education and attacking 
Jewish students and faculty have no 
place on college campuses or univer-
sities in America. It must be stopped. 

We must unmask groups like the Na-
tional Students for Justice in Palestine 
for what they are. They celebrated on 
October 8 the actions of Hamas that 
took 1,400 Israeli lives. 

This is an extension of terrorist 
groups like Hamas. Hamas’ mission 
statement is to eliminate the State of 
Israel and to kill Jews, as referenced in 
their slogan: ‘‘From the River to Sea.’’ 
The river is the Jordan River, and the 
sea is the Mediterranean. Their pur-
pose is to eliminate the State of Israel 
and kill Jewish people. 

We must work together to break this 
cycle of hate that is plaguing our soci-
ety and putting lives at risk around 
the world. In an era of rising anti-Sem-
itism coupled with fading memory of 
the Holocaust, we must fight con-
spiracy theories and ensure the lessons 
of the past are never ever forgotten. 

Last month, I was in Israel, and I 
went to the Nova concert site to wit-
ness the makeshift memorial where 364 
concertgoers, innocent people, were 
killed on October 7. 

Last week, I participated in a bipar-
tisan visit of Members to the Holocaust 
Museum for an exhibit that clearly 
raises the issues of anti-Semitism in 
America in the 1920s and 1930s, which 
was led in part by prominent Ameri-
cans like Henry Ford and Charles Lind-
bergh. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
and others coming to Washington to go 
to see this comparative analogy of 
anti-Semitism from the 1920s and 1930s 
to what we are dealing with here 
today. For it is real, and we must do 
everything together to combat this 
plague of anti-Semitism, the politics of 
hate, and the politics of fear. For as 
the famous historian George Santa-
yana once said: ‘‘Those who cannot re-
member the past are condemned to re-
peat it.’’ 

That is why it is important that we 
recognize this anniversary of the Holo-
caust and why we remember October 7 
of last year. It is not a lingering, dis-
tant, fading memory. It is a reality 
that we have to deal with here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MILITARY 
APPRECIATION MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of Military Appre-
ciation Month. 

With 24 years of service in the Army 
and now representing a congressional 
district with a significant Active-Duty 
and veteran population, I am deeply 
honored to acknowledge the invaluable 
contribution of our Nation’s heroes. 

Military Appreciation Month was 
proposed by the late Senator John 
McCain in February 1999. Two months 
later, Congress voted to officially des-
ignate May as the nationally recog-
nized period for honoring the military, 
culminating with Memorial Day. 

Across the Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force, Coast Guard, and Space Force, 
there are more than 2.8 million service-
members worldwide tasked with pro-
tecting the freedoms we enjoy here at 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank all those who 
serve and have served. May God bless 
them, and may God bless the United 
States of America. 
HONORING IOWA’S FIRST RESPONDERS AND RED 

CROSS 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to honor the first respond-
ers across Iowa who were on the front 
lines following the recent tornado out-
breaks across the State. 

As Iowans, we are no strangers to se-
vere weather. Every summer, we do 
what we can to prepare for the inevi-
table derecho, floods, severe thunder-
storms, and potential tornadoes. 

While we prepare for the worst, 
Iowa’s first responders are the heroes 
on the ground, quickly jumping into 
action for people impacted by the hor-
rific storms. Without our first respond-
ers, severe weather events like the ones 
so many Iowans experienced on April 26 
would be much more catastrophic and 
deadly. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in commending these brave he-
roes and thanking them for their 
unbreaking commitment to the safety 
of all Iowans and all Americans. 

CONGRATULATING NURSE WENDY DONALD 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to honor Wendy Donald, 
who was named School Nurse of the 
Year for 2024 by the Iowa School Nurse 
Organization. 

With more than 25 years of nursing 
experience and 7 years serving the 
Muscatine School District, Wendy’s 
dedication shines through. She advo-
cates tirelessly for the inclusion of 
school nurses in decisionmaking proc-
esses and collaborates with educators, 
parents, and healthcare professionals 
to meet the diverse needs of our stu-
dents. 

Wendy’s proactive approach extends 
beyond the school walls, working close-
ly with local healthcare providers to 
promote community health. Her initia-
tives, such as raising funds for children 
in the ER, exemplify her innovative 
thinking and compassion. 

As a former nurse, I certainly recog-
nize these attributes. Let’s recognize 
Wendy’s profound impact on our com-
munity. 

I congratulate Wendy on this well-de-
served recognition, and I thank her for 
her service and for inspiring us all. 

NATIONAL SKILLED TRADES DAY 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today in recognition of National 
Skilled Trades Day, which took place 
on May 1 this year. 

In Iowa and across the Nation, our 
skilled tradespeople aren’t just con-
tributors to the economy, they are the 
heartbeat of our communities, shaping 
our infrastructure and crafting the 
world we live in. From carpenters shap-
ing our homes to HVAC technicians 
keeping us comfortable, these individ-
uals are the unsung heroes of our local 
communities. 

Today, I stand proud to honor their 
contributions and reaffirm my commit-
ment to champion their interests in 
Congress. Let us continue to support 
and celebrate the skilled trades, ensur-
ing that future generations can pursue 
these fulfilling and essential careers. 
CELEBRATING NEWLY DRAFTED IOWA HAWKEYES 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate Iowa Hawk-
eyes Cooper DeJean, Erick All, Tory 
Taylor, and Logan Lee for recently 
being drafted into the National Foot-
ball League. 

Iowa is world-renowned for culti-
vating athletic talent, and these elite 
athletes will join 37 other Hawkeyes 
currently playing in the NFL. Coach 
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Kirk Ferentz and the entire crew at the 
University of Iowa have worked tire-
lessly in support of these players and 
in their journeys to the premier league 
in football. 

Coach Ferentz and his team deserve 
the utmost credit for developing a 
first-class program that makes good 
players into great players and winners 
into champions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating these four draft-
ed players and all of the Hawkeyes 
making their way to the NFL. By the 
way, it wasn’t a fair catch. 

As always, Go Hawkeyes. 
f 
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WE ARE PAYING ATTENTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to affirm that we are paying at-
tention. 

We were paying attention when 35,000 
Palestinians were killed. We were pay-
ing attention when over 14,500 children 
were robbed of their future. We were 
paying attention as 404 doctors and aid 
workers were killed, 100 journalists and 
media workers were killed. Finally, we 
are paying attention as over 1.1 million 
people are on the verge of starving to 
death. 

Yesterday, we were paying attention 
when Israel began its invasion into 
Rafah and seized control of the Rafah 
crossing. 

We were paying attention on Feb-
ruary 8 when President Biden said that 
providing periodic congressional re-
ports to Congress enables meaningful 
oversight. 

We were paying attention last month 
when a nonpartisan task force issued 
an independent, credible report out-
lining the Israeli Government’s viola-
tions of international humanitarian 
law. In 76 pages of details, they provide 
example after example of what they 
call a systematic disregard for inter-
national humanitarian law and mili-
tary best practice regarding civilian 
harm mitigation by the Israel Defense 
Forces, including with U.S.-provided 
arms. 

Today, we are paying attention as 
President Biden’s National Security 
Memorandum 20, what we call the 
NSM–20, congressional reporting dead-
line on Israel’s use of U.S. arms comes 
due. We know that Netanyahu’s admin-
istration has been and is continuing to 
assure the U.S. Government that it is 
using U.S. weapons in line with inter-
national laws and is not interfering 
with the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

However, given what we have wit-
nessed over the last 214 days, how can 
we trust Netanyahu’s official assur-
ances that they are complying with 
international law? 

How can we be expected to ignore the 
violations of international law and in-
terference with the delivery of humani-

tarian assistance we have witnessed in 
real time? 

What are we to say to the constitu-
ents whose families are starving, whose 
loved ones cannot receive medical care, 
or who never received the promised 
evacuation from Gaza? 

What do we say to the brave and cou-
rageous students across campuses, our 
children, who are defending other chil-
dren in Gaza who are being murdered 
with U.S. bombs? 

What do we say to the children who 
are still looking for their mothers 
under the rubble, as we approach Moth-
er’s Day? 

The administration’s willingness to 
make exceptions for Israel has got to 
stop. The actions of the Netanyahu 
government are exceptional—excep-
tionally noncompliant with inter-
national law and exceptionally uncon-
cerned with human rights. The Biden 
administration must consider other 
credible sources of information beyond 
the Israeli Government as it fulfills its 
NSM–20 reporting obligations, and the 
administration must fulfill those obli-
gations today. 

I expect that this country will dem-
onstrate our commitment to inter-
national law, to human rights, and 
congressional oversight because we are 
paying attention. The time has come 
for the administration to follow 
through on its warning about Israeli 
conduct and take meaningful action 
because if the administration is paying 
attention, they will enforce both our 
laws through NSM–20 and section 620I 
of the Foreign Assistance Act and also 
international law. Anything less under-
mines our credibility and is a stain on 
the legacy of our country’s leadership. 

f 

WE WERE PAYING ATTENTION ON 
OCTOBER 7 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, we were 
paying attention. We were paying at-
tention on October 7. We were paying 
attention when Hamas, the terrorist 
organization, slaughtered innocent 
women and children, elderly citizens of 
the Nation of Israel. We were paying 
attention. 

Now the world is paying attention as 
Israel seeks to eliminate Hamas. We 
stand with Israel. We stand with the 
citizens of Israel, and we are paying at-
tention not only to Israel as it seeks to 
destroy Hamas and rid the world of 
this terrorist organization, but we are 
paying attention to those in Congress 
and across the country who are siding 
with Hamas, who are siding with ter-
rorists, who are siding with murderers. 

Remember October 7. We stand with 
Israel. 

JOHN HANDLEY SENIORS HONOR VETERANS 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the efforts of John 
Handley High School seniors. These re-
markable students have taken on a sig-
nificant project to honor alumni from 

the Douglas School who valiantly 
served in World War II. 

The project involves adding their 
names to the Patsy Cline Theater at 
John Handley High School, acknowl-
edging the contributions and service of 
those veterans alongside those already 
honored from John Handley. 

Douglas School served African-Amer-
ican students in Winchester until its 
closure in 1966, so the students want to 
make sure all of the community’s 
World War II veterans are given the 
recognition they rightly deserve. 

The students’ work involves a great 
deal of researching and documenting 
the names of Douglas School veterans, 
a crucial step in preserving our history 
and ensuring the bravery and sacrifices 
of all of our World War II veterans are 
honored. So far, they have collected 300 
names of World War II veterans and are 
working to verify that they attended 
Douglas High School. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in applauding these students 
and their efforts to ensure that the 
contributions of our veterans are never 
forgotten. 
CONGRATULATING SALEM HIGH SCHOOL DEBATE 

TEAM 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the Salem High School de-
bate team for winning the 2024 Virginia 
High School League championship, the 
first in their history. 

This historic win came after an im-
pressive performance at James Madi-
son University, where Salem’s team 
showcased their unparalleled skill and 
determination against the Rock Ridge 
team, winning with a score of 21–13. 

The team was led by Claire Rawlins 
and Kaylee Christley, whose un-
matched skills in policy debate steered 
Salem to victory. Claire Rawlins has 
also etched her name in VHSL history 
by winning titles in both forensics, im-
promptu speaking, and a debate event 
in a single year. 

In the VHSL competition, Rawlins 
and Christley went a combined 10 wins 
and 1 loss while winning the region, 
super region, and State championships. 
Their achievements, along with those 
of their teammates, propelled Salem to 
this prestigious State title. 

I congratulate Salem High School on 
their State championship in debate and 
to the students, coaches, and everyone 
involved in this monumental achieve-
ment. 

HONORING WWII VETERAN GEORGE BAILEY 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize George Bailey, a valiant 
World War II veteran who joined the 
Capital Wing Warbird Showcase at 
Shenandoah Valley Airport as part of 
his 99th birthday celebration. 

George Bailey, who faithfully served 
in the Army’s 283rd Field Artillery 
Battalion, represents the best of Amer-
ican courage and resolve. His dedica-
tion to our country, followed by his 
distinguished career at Pratt & Whit-
ney showcases the enduring American 
spirit of innovation and excellence. 

At the showcase, George Bailey was 
given the honor to take to the skies on 
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