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that this is the fourth State champion-
ship for Ponte Vedra’s powerhouse soc-
cer program since the school’s incep-
tion in 2009, all under amazing Coach 
Dave Silverberg. 

Now, the Creekside Knights tri-
umphed over Boca Raton in the Class 
7A league, also securing their spot as 
State champions. This is the second 
time in that program’s history that the 
Knights have claimed the title, both in 
the past 3 years, again under amazing 
Coach Joe Soto’s leadership. Goals 
from Chloe Iliff and Sarah Weisberg ce-
mented the well-deserved 2–1 win that 
concluded their fantastic season. 

Mr. Speaker, I am truly honored to 
congratulate the hardworking student 
athletes of Ponte Vedra and Creekside 
High Schools for their great achieve-
ments. I thank Coaches Silverberg and 
Soto, their parents, the entire Ponte 
Vedra and Creekside communities for 
supporting these champion athletes. 
Florida’s Fifth Congressional District 
is truly proud to have such determined 
and dedicated students. I wish them 
the best in their continued endeavors, 
and I wish both of their programs great 
success. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE 
LIVES LOST IN GAZA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise. 

I rise proud to be an American, proud 
to have the opportunity to stand here 
in the Congress of the United States of 
America and address issues of impor-
tance to the world. 

I am proud to say that as an Amer-
ican, I salute the flag. I say the Pledge 
of Allegiance. I sing the national an-
them. I stand for the anthem, but, Mr. 
Speaker, as I always remind people, as 
a liberated Democrat, I remind them, 
the greatness of America will not be 
measured by whether the AL GREEN’s 
of the world will stand and salute the 
flag or will stand and sing the national 
anthem. 

The greatness of America will be 
measured by whether the AL GREEN’s 
of the world will defend those who 
choose not to stand, who choose not to 
sing, who choose not to salute. I will 
defend their rights as Americans not to 
participate in many things that I par-
ticipate in. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that 
when I tell people I love my country, a 
good many would say to me, why would 
you love a country that segregated 
you? Why would you love a country 
that required you to sit in the back of 
the bus, the balcony of a movie? Why 
would you love a country that has 
treated you so badly and so poorly 
when you were a child? 

I was the son of a segregated South. 
The laws that the Constitution recog-

nized for me, my friends and neighbors 
denied access to those laws, if you will. 

But I have found that the best oppor-
tunity to make a difference in the 
world and change these things resides 
here in the United States of America. I 
love the country because I love the 
ideals, the ideals, what it stands for in 
its Declaration of Independence, what 
it stands for in its Constitution. I know 
that the Constitution did not apply 
equally to all when initially written, 
but I also know that there have been 
changes and there is still much change 
to take place. 

I love my country, but I still believe 
that there must be things that we can 
do and there are things we can do to 
make the country a better place for all. 

Therefore, today, I rise, Mr. Speaker, 
to speak on behalf of the many persons 
who have lost their lives, who have suf-
fered in Gaza. The United States funds, 
funds the country that has purchased 
the weaponry, much of it, that has 
been used to harm people in Gaza. We 
have our fingerprints on these weap-
ons. We have our fingerprints on the 
destruction that is taking place in 
Gaza. 

I rise to stand with the innocent Pal-
estinian men, women, and children, es-
pecially children, as well as others who 
were in Gaza who have suffered. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, with a resolution 
that I will be filing, a resolution that 
will be commemorating the innocent 
civilian lives lost in Gaza. 

I plan to read this resolution, but be-
fore I read it, I will remind people, 
those who would think that I only 
commemorate the lives of Palestinians 
and those who lost their lives in Gaza 
who happen to be Palestinian. No. I 
was right here on the Capitol grounds 
just outside this building—you walk 
out, you walk over, you don’t really 
walk down to the place where we stood 
to present our belief that we should 
bring back the hostages. 

I participated in this with the Honor-
able FREDERICA WILSON from Florida to 
bring back the hostages, to say to the 
world that we support bringing the hos-
tages back. They should never have 
been taken. You don’t take babies as 
hostages. 

I stood there, and before that, I was 
out in front of the Capitol with the 
Speaker of the House and many Rep-
resentatives from this House to indi-
cate that a certain number of days had 
passed and people were still being held 
hostage. I have spoken on the floor of 
this House on behalf of Israel. I have 
voted for more than $50 billion in sup-
port to Israel. So don’t in any way con-
clude that I am a person who has not 
supported Israel and the people of 
Israel. 

But today, I have a resolution that 
deals with the innocent civilian lives 
lost in Gaza, and that would include, 
by the way, the seven people who were 
wounded, who were the World Central 
Kitchen workers. They were there to 
bring relief. It is a relief organization, 
but I say they were great humani-

tarians who lost their lives, and their 
lives have to be commemorated as 
well. 

Please, hear now the resolution com-
memorating innocent civilian lives lost 
in Gaza: 

‘‘Whereas, this resolution may be 
cited as the ‘Original Resolution Com-
memorating Innocent Civilian Lives 
Lost in Gaza.’ ’’ 

By the way, it hasn’t been filed. If 
someone wants to file a resolution 
similar to this before I file mine, please 
do so. I don’t file it because I am trying 
to be first in time. I file it because 
there is a necessity to talk about the 
lives that have been lost in Gaza. 

‘‘Whereas, this resolution may be 
cited as the ‘Original Resolution Com-
memorating Innocent Civilian Lives 
Lost in Gaza.’ ’’ 

By the way, one of the reasons that I 
filed this resolution, Mr. Speaker, is 
because I believe we must do more than 
statisticize these lives that were lost. 
We must do more to humanize the suf-
fering that is taking place in Gaza. 
Statisticizing does not give you the es-
sence of the human beings that have 
lost their lives and been wounded. 

I will say more about that as we 
progress. 

b 1400 
‘‘Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas 

conducted a heinous attack on Israel, 
leading to Israel declaring war on 
Hamas.’’ 

This is not in the resolution, but you 
need to hear this: War on Hamas, Mr. 
Speaker. Not war on Palestinians, war 
on Hamas. Even the Prime Minister of 
Israel, Mr. Netanyahu himself, has said 
that the Palestinians are victims. War 
on Hamas declared by Israel, not war 
on Palestinians. 

Continuing with the resolution: 
‘‘Whereas, in 2020, the population of 
Gaza was over 2 million, with approxi-
mately half being children under the 
age of 18.’’ 

Half, more than half being children 
under the age of 18. I repeat a lot of 
things for emphasis. This is one of 
those things. 

‘‘Whereas, because of the war, homes, 
schools, businesses, and hospitals with-
in Gaza have been decimated.’’ 

I will say more about that in a mo-
ment. 

‘‘Whereas, hundreds of thousands of 
innocent civilian men, women, and es-
pecially children in Gaza have suffered 
through the loss of mothers, fathers, 
brothers, and sisters’’—family mem-
bers, families have lost their lives in 
Gaza; innocent people, I might add— 
‘‘while starving and suffering the men-
tal anguish associated with war.’’ 

Can you imagine what it would be 
like for the persons who survive this 
war, what their lives will be like? Will 
there be counseling for them as we pro-
vide counseling for ourselves when we 
have suffered some sort of mental an-
guish? Or will they just have to suffer 
for the rest of their lives and never get 
the proper medical treatment that 
they richly deserve? 
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‘‘Whereas, civilians in Gaza live in 

constant fear of the sudden loss of 
arms, legs, and life.’’ 

I will say more about this in just a 
moment. 

‘‘Whereas, tens of thousands of inno-
cent civilians, including thousands of 
children, have been brutally killed in a 
war beyond their control: Now, there-
fore, be it resolved that the House of 
Representatives commemorates the 
tens of thousands of innocent civilian 
lives lost in Gaza, too many of whom 
were children; the lives lost should be 
viewed as more than statistics’’—so far 
what I have done is give you statistics, 
for the most part, ‘‘more than mere 
statistics’’—‘‘an effort should be made 
to respect the humanity of the dead; 
the killing of innocents should be 
stopped with all possible haste; and the 
United States should do everything it 
can to address the humanitarian crisis 
in Gaza.’’ 

I thank the President for causing the 
necessary aid to be brought back into 
Gaza. I don’t know that enough has 
been brought back to date, but I do 
know that because of this President, 
the gates have been opened such that 
more aid can get into Gaza. I am grate-
ful for that. 

Now, let’s go further into this be-
cause we have to humanize some of 
what I talked about. First, this poster 
that you see, my staff has written me 
a note that I have to remove. This 
poster that you see reads: Gaza’s econ-
omy would not recover to its GDP lev-
els of 2022 until 2092, seven decades 
from now—2092—if the economy were 
to grow at the pace it has in previous 
years. 2092 before Gaza can recover if 
its economy grows at the pace that it 
grew in previous years. 

According to my staff, in 2022, Gaza’s 
per capita income was $3,572, which is 4 
percent of what ours was in the United 
States. Ours was $76,329. This simply 
says that to get back to a per capita 
income that was painful to suffer, it 
will take seven decades if it grows at 
the rate that it was growing in 2022. 

Now, this is a depiction of the de-
struction. You have seen it on tele-
vision. I am still dealing with statis-
tics, by the way. I haven’t really got-
ten to the heart of the message. If you 
can, stay with me. 

This depicts the suffering visually in 
terms of property that has been de-
stroyed. It says, ‘‘Israel’s destruction.’’ 
I would have this read, ‘‘the Govern-
ment of Israel.’’ The people of Israel I 
have no quarrel with. I do have a quar-
rel with the government. I have no 
quarrel with the people of Israel. I have 
had differences of opinion with my gov-
ernment and still love the people in the 
country. You can have people that you 
have no quarrel with, but you can have 
a difference with the government. 

I would say the destruction of 
homes—and this is by virtue of the 
government’s mandate—has created al-
most 23 million metric tons of rubble— 
23 million metric tons. My staff has 
given me some intelligence on what 23 

million metric tons would be the equiv-
alent of for reference. One metric ton is 
roughly equal to the weight of a small 
compact car. If we lined up 23 million 
compact cars end to end, you would be 
able to circle the globe—this would be 
the Earth—twice. 

Now, I know that the fighting is not 
what it was. I understand that there is 
what we would call a cessation in fight-
ing to some extent taking place at this 
time, but there is a possibility that it 
may return. 

Even if it never returns, we can’t for-
get that this happened. We can never 
forget that this took place. Just as I 
will never forget that slavery took 
place in this country, I won’t ever for-
get that this took place in Gaza. 

God gave us memory for a reason. 
You have a heart to forgive, but you 
have a head to remember. I won’t for-
get this. If it ends now, I will still re-
member the suffering and pain and all 
the atrocities that took place in Gaza. 

Continuing, this is a representation 
that starts to get to where I am going. 
It reads: ‘‘The catastrophic levels of 
hunger and starvation in Gaza are the 
highest ever recorded on the IPC scale, 
both in terms of number of people and 
percentage of the population.’’ 

This document will tell me what the 
IPC is, and I shall tell you. It is the In-
tegrated Food Security Phase Classi-
fication, the highest ever recorded hap-
pening in Gaza now. This is not some-
thing that happened ages ago. 

We are getting closer to the essence 
of my message: Of the thousands of 
Palestinians killed in Gaza, about 70 
percent have been women and children. 
There are estimates out there of tens 
of thousands. If you give the estimate 
that is being quoted, someone will say 
that is a bad source that you got it 
from, but nobody disputes the fact that 
tens of thousands have been killed, 
tens of thousands. Seventy percent 
have been women and children in the 
war to date. I won’t forget this. 

Now, to the heart of my message, 
this says more than 10 children lose a 
limb, on average, per day in Gaza. Now, 
that was a while ago. That was as of 
January 7, 2024, so it may be a lot dif-
ferent today because of the cessation in 
hostilities—not the complete stop. 
They haven’t ceased, but there is not 
as much, not nearly as much, taking 
place currently. 

What you see here is a child, this 
child I shall read about, and this gets 
to what I was saying about 
humanizing. We have to humanize not 
statisticize. This is more than a num-
ber. This is an actual child. We must 
humanize this baby. 

I will read to you now from The New 
Yorker. The article is styled: ‘‘The 
Children Who Lost Limbs in Gaza,’’ 
subtitled, ‘‘More than a thousand chil-
dren who were injured in the war are 
now amputees. What do their futures 
hold?’’ 

This is by Eliza Griswold, March 21, 
2024. It reads: ‘‘Gazal’’—her name is 
Gazal, we are not saying Gaza, her 

name is Gazal, this baby—‘‘was wound-
ed on November 10, when, as her family 
fled Gaza City’s Al-Shifa hospital, 
shrapnel pierced her left calf. To stop 
the bleeding, a doctor, who had no ac-
cess to antiseptic or anesthesia, heated 
the blade of a kitchen knife’’—she was 
bleeding as a result of shrapnel, and 
the doctor took a kitchen knife and 
heated the knife, it says here—‘‘heated 
the blade of a kitchen knife and cauter-
ized the wound.’’ 

Now, this baby has to be more than a 
piece of statistical information. This is 
a human being suffering, and she had 
the wound cauterized with a heated 
kitchen knife. 

It says: ‘‘Within days, the gash ran 
with pus and began to smell.’’ 

Now, this is somebody’s child. The 
gash ran with pus and began to smell. 
Can you imagine what your life would 
be like if your child had suffered this 
kind of wound and you had to use a 
kitchen knife to cauterize, to try to 
save your baby’s life, and then, within 
days, the gash starts to smell? 

‘‘By mid-December, when Gazal’s 
family arrived at Nasser Medical Cen-
ter, then Gaza’s largest functioning 
healthcare facility’’—by the way, it 
was rendered dysfunctional; if it has 
been brought back up, it was done so as 
of late; it was rendered dysfunctional 
during the war—‘‘then Gaza’s largest 
functioning medical facility, gangrene 
had set in.’’ 

So, we have a baby wounded. Her leg 
is cauterized, and she is then taken to 
a hospital because of pus. The cauter-
ized leg is smelling. We have to make 
sure that you understand that there 
was an odor that this family detected. 
It said that gangrene set in, necessi-
tating amputation at the hip. This is a 
human being. 

b 1415 

We have got to do more to humanize. 
We can’t say that children are losing 
their limbs. A baby lost her leg up to 
her hip. We have got to do more to hu-
manize. This baby had purpose. She 
had a life. 

Now, someone will say, well, this is 
not Gaza. It doesn’t look like Gaza. If 
the baby was wounded in Gaza, why is 
she in this environment? I will get to 
that. I will get to that. 

‘‘On December 17 a projectile’’—now 
remember, she is at this medical cen-
ter. ‘‘On December 17, a projectile hit 
the children’s ward of Nasser.’’ That is 
the hospital. ‘‘Gazal and her mother 
watched it enter their room . . . ‘’ 
They are in the hospital now to receive 
attention to the wound that this baby 
suffered earlier, and they watched— 
this is amazing to me—watched it 
enter the room. They are saying the 
projectile came into the room, and 
they saw it as it was coming in. 

Can you imagine the fear? Can you 
imagine the kind of counseling and 
psychiatric help you need when you see 
this? 

So this projectile comes into the 
room, and here is what follows: ‘‘ . . . 
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decapitating Gazal’s 12-year-old room-
mate and causing the ceiling to col-
lapse.’’ Gazal had a roommate in that 
facility. This person, 12 years of age, is 
decapitated. 

By the way, Israelis were decapi-
tated, too. I denounced it. I denounced 
it. I don’t believe you can condemn the 
killing of Israeli babies and then con-
done the killing of Palestinian babies. 
I can’t do that. The God that I worship 
doesn’t let me do that. 

This projectile decapitated Gazal’s 
12-year-old roommate and caused the 
ceiling to collapse. ‘‘Multiple news re-
ports have described the event as an 
Israeli attack. The IDF claimed the in-
cident could have been caused by a 
Hamas mortar or the remnant of an 
Israeli flare.’’ Now, IDF says it could 
have been caused by Hamas or Israel. 
‘‘Gazal and her mother managed to 
crawl out of the rubble.’’ Here is a baby 
with one leg amputated up to the hip 
in a facility to get help, and she has to 
crawl out. ‘‘Gazal’s mother was 9 
months pregnant; she gave birth to a 
baby girl while awaiting the airlift to 
Doha. 

‘‘UNICEF estimates that a thousand 
children in Gaza have become ampu-
tees since the conflict began in Octo-
ber. ‘This is the biggest cohort of pedi-
atric amputees in history,’’’ it says, 
and it is taking place in Gaza. 

My time is nearly up, so I have to 
rush to my close, and I am going to do 
so, Mr. Speaker, so I beg you would 
bear with me. This closing has to be 
heard. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I 
have remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 3 minutes remaining. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
we have statisticized, I have tried to 
humanize, and forgive me for not enun-
ciating some of these words, the ver-
biage, properly, but my heart was 
speaking today so my head sometimes 
gets distorted. 

We have humanized this baby. We 
have talked about what is happening 
and what has happened. 

Now I want to talk to you about 
something that will give us hope. This 
is from the speech of the Prime Min-
ister of Japan. He spoke where the 
Speaker is standing right now. Why 
would I go to the speech of the Prime 
Minister from Japan? Well, here is 
why. Listen to his words. He says—and 
this is his conclusion—‘‘Let me close 
with this final thought. I want you to 
know how seriously Japan takes its 
role as the United States’ closest ally.’’ 

Somebody remembers that the 
United States was the first country in 
the world to use nuclear power against 
a perceived enemy. An enemy, if you 
will—some would say perceived, I am 
going to say an enemy at the time. We 
dropped two atomic bombs, Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima, and you have got the 
Prime Minister of Japan standing 
where the Speaker is now saying that 
we are their closest ally, they are our 
closest ally. 

He goes on to say: ‘‘Together we 
carry a large responsibility. I believe 
that we are essential to peace, vital to 
freedom, and fundamental to pros-
perity.’’ 

This is the Prime Minister of Japan. 
Notwithstanding all that has happened, 
notwithstanding what we did in drop-
ping atomic bombs on Japan, the 
Prime Minister proclaims that we are 
friends. 

He goes on to say: ‘‘Bonded by our be-
liefs, I pledge to you Japan’s firm alli-
ance and enduring friendship.’’ 

Why did I bring this up? I brought 
this up because those who say that we 
cannot have a two-state solution, I say 
to you remember that Japan is the 
country that we dropped atomic bombs 
on, and we now have a friendship with 
Japan. We have the Prime Minister 
coming here and speaking to a joint 
session of Congress. 

Don’t tell me we can’t have a two- 
state solution. I know that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s behavior is not that of a 
person who seeks a two-state solution 
because if it were, you wouldn’t deci-
mate Gaza, you wouldn’t kill tens of 
thousands of people, many of them ba-
bies. 

I understand that he doesn’t want a 
two-state solution. I understand that 
Hamas doesn’t want a two-state solu-
tion. But we cannot be guided by what 
Hamas and Mr. Netanyahu, Prime Min-
ister of Israel, what they want. 

We should be guided by our con-
science and do the right thing, and a 
two-state solution is the right solu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 22 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, April 
15, 2024, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MASSIE: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 1137. Resolution providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7888) to reform 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 
1978; providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 529) to extend the customs waters of 
the United States from 12 nautical miles to 
24 nautical miles from the baselines of the 
United States, consistent with Presidential 
Proclamation 7219; providing for consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 1112) de-
nouncing the Biden administration’s immi-
gration policies; and providing for consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 1117) oppos-
ing efforts to place one-sided pressure on 
Israel with respect to Gaza (Rept. 118–456). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 4016. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the repay-
ment by the Secrtary of Veterans Affairs of 
benefits misused by a fiduciary (Rept. 118– 
457). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN (for himself, Mr. 
PAPPAS, Mr. EDWARDS, and Mr. 
CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 7971. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide timely equitable re-
lief to an individual who suffers a loss based 
on an administrative error by the Secretary, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. LIEU, Mr. 
NEGUSE, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. PRESSLEY, 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, 
Ms. MANNING, Ms. LEE of California, 
Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. 
CARSON, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. VEASEY, and 
Mr. PHILLIPS): 

H.R. 7972. A bill to increase the supply of, 
and lower rents for, affordable housing and 
to assess calculations of area median income 
for purposes of Federal low-income housing 
assistance, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. GIMENEZ (for himself and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ): 

H.R. 7973. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish a grant program to 
support the restoration of coral reefs in 
South Florida; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois: 
H.R. 7974. A bill to amend the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to require la-
beling of food products containing insects, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 7975. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to expand eligibility for care 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
include members of the reserve components 
of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 7976. A bill to designate the Civil War 

Defenses of Washington National Historical 
Park comprised of certain National Park 
System lands, and by affiliation and cooper-
ative agreements other historically signifi-
cant resources, located in the District of Co-
lumbia, Virginia, and Maryland, that were 
part of the Civil War defenses of Washington 
and related to the Shenandoah Valley Cam-
paign of 1864, to study ways in which the 
Civil War history of both the North and 
South can be assembled, arrayed, and con-
veyed for the benefit of the public, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. WALTZ (for himself, Ms. 
HOULAHAN, Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. MOYLAN, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. RYAN, Mr. DAVIS of 
North Carolina, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. 
PALMER, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. BANKS, Mr. 
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