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and terrorism. They know that Israel 
will go and protect themselves. They 
know that Israel will respond. They 
know if they wait long enough, that 
even the President of the United 
States, who has traditionally been a 
very strong supporter of Israel, will 
start to put pressure on Israel as if Oc-
tober 7 was their fault. 

We cannot forget that narrative. We 
cannot forget that Iran is rejoicing and 
exuberant that this one-sided pressure 
is put on Israel at this moment. I think 
that point is so important to make. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my col-
leagues for sharing so much of their 
thoughts on various elements of the 
economy and other foreign policy 
issues. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

STANDING SHOULDER TO 
SHOULDER WITH ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Utah for hosting a 
forum here on the floor for our col-
leagues to be able to talk about the im-
portant issues with respect to 
Bidenomics, such as you can even use 
that term as anything other than cre-
ating and inflicting pain on the Amer-
ican people through a big spending, 
highly regulatory inflationary environ-
ment that is killing the average hard-
working American family. That is the 
truth. 

My colleague from Utah brought a 
number of our other colleagues down to 
make that point very clearly, in addi-
tion to making the point that I have 
come to the floor of the House to un-
derscore and reiterate. That is the im-
portance of the United States of Amer-
ica standing side by side, shoulder to 
shoulder, with our friend, Israel. 

We are not. That is the plain and 
simple truth. We are not standing side 
by side with Israel at a time when she 
most needs it. 

Three days ago was April 7. That 
marked the 6-month timeframe since 
the brutal attacks of October 7. Octo-
ber 7 in Israel has become much like we 
describe September 11. 

As we know, through both what is 
publicly available and those things 
that we have seen privately in terms of 
the information available, the videos 
that we have seen, the horrific slaugh-
ter of human beings in Israel, Hamas 
slaughtered children, raped women, 
burned whole families alive, and took 
hundreds of innocent civilians hostage. 
An estimated 1,200 Israelis were killed 
on October 7. Those numbers are still 
numbers that we are trying to track 
down. 

An estimated 130 hostages of the ini-
tial estimate of 250 are still believed to 
be held in Gaza. To be very clear, that 
includes Americans. Americans are 

right now being held hostage by Hamas 
in Gaza. Ninety-one Israelis are dual 
citizens, and eight Thai nationals, one 
Nepali, one French-Mexican, but six 
Americans. 

Instead of unequivocally backing 
Israel and the fight against Hamas, a 
United States-designated terrorist 
group, I want to be very clear, the 
Biden administration has been under-
mining Israel every step of the way. 

Last November, on the floor of this 
body, the people’s House, the Rep-
resentatives of this body passed, on a 
bipartisan basis, funding for Israel. We 
did so immediately. It is something I 
am proud of. I am not shy to criticize 
Members of both sides of the aisle for 
the shortcomings of the people’s House, 
but we came together on a bipartisan 
basis, and we passed, I think it was, 
about $17 billion in funding for our 
friends in Israel just over a month 
after the vicious attacks against them. 
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That bill would have funded their 
needs, shown that we would stand next 
to Israel, and importantly, it was paid 
for. It was paid for out of the expansion 
of the Internal Revenue Service, which 
most recently was found by the IRS’ 
own inspector general to have 63 per-
cent of the audits that were added are 
for people who make less than $200,000. 

Mr. Speaker, 63 percent of the audits 
were for people who make less than 
$200,000. By the way, that is what we 
said would happen, if you expand the 
power of the IRS the average Amer-
ican, the average hardworking family, 
would get targeted by the bureaucrats 
at the IRS. 

However, our Democratic colleagues 
and the President of the United 
States—a Democrat, radical progres-
sive Democrats—are choosing the In-
ternal Revenue Service, are choosing 
to target you, the hardworking Amer-
ican family, are choosing to side with 
Hamas over Israel. That is what is hap-
pening. 

So instead of America standing up 
together united and standing right 
alongside Israel, our Democratic col-
leagues and the administration and in 
this body and in the Senate give lip 
service to standing with them, and in-
stead, are trying to undermine them. 

Again, I want to be very clear. Re-
publicans in the House passed off of 
this floor with Democrat votes legisla-
tion that would fund Israel that was 
paid for—so we are no longer just 
spending money into oblivion—by tak-
ing away some of the increased expan-
sion of the IRS that the IRS’ own in-
spector general has acknowledged and 
reports as being used to target hard-
working, middle-class families. 

That is the truth. That is the distinc-
tion. 

But it goes a lot further than that. 
The Biden administration is trying 

to tie the hands of Israel. They are tak-
ing active steps to undermine Israel. 
President Biden told reporters that 
Israel’s military operations in Gaza 

were ‘‘over the top’’ and the bombing 
was ‘‘indiscriminate.’’ 

President Biden told protestors: ‘‘. . . 
I’ve been quietly working with the 
Israeli Government to get them to re-
duce and significantly get out of Gaza. 
I’ve been using all that I can to do 
that.’’ That is the President of the 
United States. 

On March 25, just a couple weeks ago, 
President Biden’s representatives at 
the United Nations green-lighted, by 
abstaining instead of voting—by ab-
staining instead of voting—on a United 
Nations Security Council resolution 
calling for an immediate cease-fire 
without any connection to the release 
of hostages. 

Can you imagine the leadership of 
our country where they could have a 
veto exercise in the United Nations Se-
curity Council, they chose not to exer-
cise that, abstained, walked away, re-
fused to stand up, and in essence, 
turned their back fully, not just on the 
nation of Israel but on every Jewish 
American who knows family and 
friends, and has their heritage con-
nected to the great State of Israel. 
This President and my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle turned their 
backs on Israel. That is the truth. 
There is no debate on that truth. It is 
literally what happened. 

Now, by the way, the administration 
is all too happy to continue to throw 
billions of dollars to the United Na-
tions. This is when I give a little wake- 
up call to my colleagues on this side of 
the aisle for continuing to fund a gov-
ernment at war with our people and at 
war with our values by giving more 
funding for the United Nations. 

It is this administration that is 
throwing money at the United Na-
tions—I think this last bill we moved 
was $3.5 billion. Let’s keep in mind 
that the United Nations General As-
sembly, the paragon of virtue, has 
passed 153 resolutions condemning 
Israel. They have passed zero on China, 
zero on Cuba, zero on Turkiye. I can 
keep going down the list, but they have 
passed 153 resolutions condemning 
Israel. 

Anybody with eyes can see what is 
happening. The prime minister of 
Israel, Prime Minister Netanyahu was 
correct when he said: ‘‘Just as the 
United States would not agree to a 
cease-fire after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor or after the terrorist attack of 
9/11, Israel will not agree to a cessation 
of hostilities with Hamas after the hor-
rific attacks of October 7.’’ 

Every Member of Congress, the Presi-
dent of the United States, every Mem-
ber of the Senate, we should be stand-
ing up shoulder to shoulder backing 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, backing 
Israel with their unequivocal right to 
defend themselves, their unequivocal 
right to root out Hamas from the hos-
tile forces that have been attacking 
them and to not allow the inter-
national community to gaslight the 
world into saying that Israel is slaugh-
tering civilians, because it is simply 
not true. 
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The press and the international com-

munity will throw out numbers of the 
casualties in Gaza, but what they don’t 
tell you is that a large number of those 
casualties are, in fact, enemy combat-
ants. They are literally operating like 
divisions, like a military, but they hide 
because they are cowards. Hamas are 
cowards, and they hide under schools, 
and they hide under hospitals, and they 
build tunnels all through the city, all 
through the streets, making it as hard 
as it has ever been in the history of 
warfare for a sovereign nation, Israel, 
to defend itself against evil, terrorists 
embedded in the civilian communities 
right underneath the streets of Gaza. 

But what is amazing is that what will 
be studied for years to come is the ex-
tent to which Israel has bent over 
backwards, has worked to minimize the 
casualties. I don’t have the most recent 
data, but I would tell you that it is 
something in the ZIP code of, I think, 
19,000-ish casualties of civilians and 
about 13,000 terrorists or enemy com-
batants. 

If you don’t know how ratios work 
out in the world of combatants, this is 
actually an historic low. History will 
judge this as an extraordinary feat by 
Israel to attack those who levied the 
most heinous attacks on their people 
and are holding hostage—I will remind 
people—six Americans. History will 
view this as an unprecedented success 
in modern warfare to root out and tar-
get evil and try to avoid civilian harm. 

Just to give you an example, I just 
told you there were roughly 19,000 ci-
vilian casualties to about 13,000 enemy 
combatant casualties. Mr. Speaker, 
there were 19,000 civilian casualties to 
about 13,000 enemy combatant casual-
ties that I believe the data reflects 
that we see going on in terms of Israel 
and their engagement with Hamas in 
Gaza. 

Here is a point of reference: Accord-
ing to the United Nations, civilians 
usually make up around 90 percent of 
casualties in war, which would be a 1- 
to-9 ratio. I mean, think about that. 
Think about the extent to which that 
is what the United Nations—the par-
agon of virtue, that has had 153 resolu-
tions condemning Israel—the United 
Nations says the ratio is normally 1-to- 
9. And Israel has got it at something in 
the ZIP code of like 1-to-11⁄2. While you 
have the enemy not marching in a line 
of red coats, not getting in the field 
and just marching at you as enemy 
combatants but hiding as the cowards 
that they are in the tunnels under the 
schools and the hospitals and the busi-
nesses and the communities in Gaza. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle in this Chamber and in the 
Senate should be ashamed of them-
selves as should the President of the 
United States for walking away from 
Israel, going to the United Nations, ab-
staining from your role in the Security 
Council to stand aside Israel while buy-
ing into the nonsensical lies about 
what Israel is doing when they are ac-
tually doing probably the best job in 

the history of humankind to root out 
and target the enemy combatants and 
the terrorists who are embedded in the 
communities of Gaza. 

It is an extraordinary feat. It is 
something we should hold up as a 
model of success and then stand along-
side Israel. And what we should do is 
send over the $17 billion that we al-
ready passed off the floor of the House 
and sent to the Senate which is paid 
for by shrinking the IRS; an IRS which 
as I already pointed out is targeting 
hardworking American families as the 
Inspector General of the IRS noted. 

Seek the truth. Figure out what is 
really happening. 

I notice that the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) has joined me. I 
have been talking about the extent to 
which we should be standing alongside 
our friends from Israel, and I would be 
happy to yield to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HARRIS). 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas for yielding. 

What we are watching is a complete 
foreign policy failure on the part of the 
Biden administration. And we are 
watching it on two fronts. We are 
watching it in Eastern Europe where 
peace prevailed under the last adminis-
tration, and it is no coincidence that 
shortly after this administration bun-
gles the withdrawal from Afghanistan 
that Mr. Putin invades Eastern Europe. 

Then on October 7, Hamas—after this 
administration actively interfered with 
an internal discussion they were hav-
ing about their court system—Hamas, 
again, detecting weakness, launched 
that horrific inhumane attack on 
Israeli civilians on October 7 where 
they take over 200 hostages. 

Mr. Speaker, the latest news, lit-
erally just coming out today, is in the 
negotiations. The Israelis were willing 
to negotiate a cease-fire, Hamas just 
has to release 40 hostages—Israeli hos-
tages—and Hamas says they don’t even 
have 40 Israeli hostages anymore. 

Now, there are only two possible ex-
planations for that. Hamas is lying, 
and they have more than 40. Actually 
we heard in the rule debate today from 
the other side of the aisle they said: 
Well, we should be talking about this, 
there are 133 hostages. Well, Hamas 
says there aren’t anymore. So they are 
either lying that the hostages aren’t 
there, or even worse, they killed the 
hostages. These are civilian hostages. 
These are not uniformed members. 
These are civilians. 

I wore the uniform of the country. 
You put on the uniform of the country, 
and let me tell you something, you un-
derstand you could be taken prisoner, 
you could be subject to violence during 
war, but you don’t expect it in this 
unprovoked attack on October 7 on ci-
vilians. 

So furthermore, this administration, 
which couldn’t even get a withdrawal 
from a war correct, they couldn’t even 
withdraw from a war correctly, they 
are trying to tell the Israelis, who are 
under an existential threat—Mr. 

Speaker, we don’t understand that in 
America because we have two oceans 
on two sides and two friendly nations 
to the north and south. We don’t under-
stand what it is like to live in a neigh-
borhood where some of your neighbors 
have said: Death to your country, that 
your country shouldn’t exist. We don’t 
understand that. 

Yet this administration and this Pen-
tagon is attempting to tell Israel how 
to win this war. And what they want 
after the war is a two-state solution. 
Well, look, I want peace and I want 
utopia and I want all that too, but let’s 
investigate. 

What do they mean by a two-state 
solution? Wait a minute. Gaza was a 
two-state solution. 

Gaza got its independence, its ability 
to govern itself, humanitarian aid by 
the hundreds of millions of dollars, in-
cluding from the United States which 
pours into Gaza to make life good for 
the citizens. They bring water in, bring 
all the infrastructure in, and the only 
infrastructure Hamas built were tun-
nels under the city so they could 
launch an attack and have a place to 
hide when Israel responded to the at-
tack. 

That is what they did, that is what a 
two-state solution looks like in Israel. 
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Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if you had 
the privilege to visit Israel and land at 
Ben Gurion Airport. Ben Gurion Air-
port is between Tel Aviv and Jeru-
salem, and if you look at the map of 
Israel and you look just to the north-
east of Ben Gurion Airport, there sits a 
piece of the West Bank—what the Pal-
estinians want; they want to claim 
that territory. 

If you look at that—and we visited 
one of those places—it is on an ele-
vation. From that piece of the West 
Bank, you can look down in the valley 
and there is Ben Gurion Airport. 

The people who took me up there 
said: Tell me why a two-state solution 
doesn’t work, because if this is a sec-
ond state, a single shoulder-fired rock-
et at an incoming jumbo jet—because 
these jets are big that come into that 
airport—can destroy that airplane. The 
effect of just that one shoulder-fired 
rocket would be bringing the economy 
of Israel to its knees because you 
would disable—no international flights 
would go into Ben Gurion. Of course, 
they wouldn’t go into Ben Gurion. 

You don’t think that can occur? Of 
course, it can occur. Israel has to be 
able to defend its territories. It has 
sworn enemies. 

Mr. Speaker, I would remind the 
body that at that protest in Michigan 
over the weekend, they weren’t chant-
ing only ‘‘death to Israel,’’ they were 
chanting ‘‘death to America.’’ 

This protest didn’t occur in Riyadh. 
It didn’t occur in Jordan. It didn’t 
occur in Tehran. It occurred in Michi-
gan; people in this country calling for 
death to America. If we think people in 
this country are calling for death to 
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America, imagine what they are think-
ing about in Tehran where they really 
want to bring death to America, where 
they are weeks away from a breakout 
on three nuclear weapons. We know 
what the damage of only one nuclear 
weapon can do. 

They are weeks away from a break-
out on three nuclear weapons. This all 
happened under this administration’s 
watch where we think the appropriate 
response to Iran is to send them an-
other pallet full of $6 billion with them 
promising, Oh, it is only for humani-
tarian aid—ignoring the fact that 
money is completely fungible. 

Of course, that administration in 
Tehran is going to say: Oh, well now we 
don’t have to buy food here. We can use 
that American money to buy the food, 
and we are going to spend that money 
to send to Hezbollah in the north, with 
tens of thousands of rockets that could 
rain down on northern Israel to Hamas 
and Gaza, to the militia that surround 
them in Syria, the Iranian-backed mi-
litia. 

How naive can you be about the dan-
gers of this world? How naive can you 
be? Well, we know how naive you can 
be because you just have to go to the 
other end of Pennsylvania Avenue to 
find it. Where in this election year, 
they are putting the security of one 
our best allies in the country up for bid 
for electoral votes. That is a real 
shame. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ROY) for giving me the 
few minutes because our friends in 
Israel deserve the full, unqualified sup-
port of the United States to win their 
war. It is not our war; it is their war. 
Existential threats to one of our best 
allies, they deserve our help, not our 
criticism. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Maryland. His remarks are 
particularly meaningful as one who 
proudly wore the uniform of the Armed 
Forces of the United States. I appre-
ciate him for his service in the mili-
tary, as well as a Member of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, he says it exactly right. 
I think it is really critical to under-
stand that it is disgraceful—I don’t 
know what other way to put it—it is 
disgraceful for the American President 
to pressure Israel instead of Hamas. 
But that is what is happening. If we 
truly want to end the humanitarian 
suffering that war necessarily brings, 
the answer is never, and is not appease-
ment. It is not. It is the unequivocal 
support for Israel finishing the job. Ev-
erything else is a distraction. 

The American people—I know the 
Americans I represent, the Texans I 
represent, I assume the gentleman’s 
constituents—they want us to stand 
with Israel on a bipartisan basis. That 
means pressuring the Senate to take 
up the bill that we already sent them 
that is, in fact, paid for, that we sent in 
November, pressuring the Senate to 
bring up that bill. 

By the way, for their part, Hamas 
can end this war immediately by ac-

cepting the fact that their side has lost 
the conflict, that Israel is going to 
exist, and that America is going to 
stand next to her. Because as long as 
we are in this body, we are going to be 
fighting to ensure that this country 
stands side by side with Israel, not-
withstanding the fool-headed decisions 
of the current administration. 

Hamas leader Ghazi Hamad pledged 
that the October 7 attacks were just 
the first time; that there will be a sec-
ond, third, and fourth. 

Will we pay a price, he says? Yes, and 
we are ready. We are called a nation of 
martyrs, and we are proud to sacrifice 
martyrs. 

Are we awake? That is the truth, and 
it is not just Michigan on our soil, by 
the way. In Houston, Texas, this last 
week, there were individuals chanting 
‘‘death to America.’’ 

It is coming to our shores, it is on 
our shores because a weak administra-
tion, a weak Congress is allowing it 
and encouraging it. 

Calls for a cease-fire are called for 
Israel to surrender to Hamas and to 
surrender to terrorism. 

Those are the words of Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu, and he is completely 
correct. 

A cease-fire will only allow Hamas to 
rebuild a planned another October 7. 
That is the truth. 

Mr. Speaker, I close with one point 
here. I am never afraid to call out my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle. I 
stand behind a speech I gave before 
Thanksgiving saying: What have we 
done? Name one thing. 

But I want to say this: The debate for 
the soul of this country is happening 
on the Republican side of the aisle, and 
it is a debate that is being carried out 
on full display for the American people 
to see it, and it started with the Speak-
er’s debate 15 months ago, and it has 
gone through a number of unbelievably 
important changes that we have been 
trying to make in this institution and 
we are not going to stop. We are not. 

Last year, we were able to pass the 
strongest border security bill in his-
tory. I am proud of that as a Repub-
lican. It went over to the Senate, and 
it died at the hands of Democrats. We 
were able to pass a responsible increase 
in the debt ceiling with reforms that 
would have made this country strong-
er, more prosperous, with less infla-
tion. 

Unfortunately, side deals got done 
and that got sidetracked, but it was a 
giant step forward. 

This body impeached for only the 
second time in history a sitting cabinet 
member, Alejandro Mayorkas, for his 
complete and utter failure to secure 
the border of the United States and his 
dereliction of duty. 

I am proud of that. I am proud that 
this body has done that. I proud that 
we stood up and sent over legislation 
to the Senate that funded Israel, that 
took that money and paid for it out of 
the IRS. I am proud of that. When Re-
publicans stand united for victory, 

stand united for freedom, stand united 
athwart our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle and an administration 
that would undermine our country and 
undermine liberty and walk away from 
Israel and fund open borders, when we 
are united against that, we win, and we 
lead, and people follow. 

When we, instead, cower down and 
say, Oh, we have to do something to 
get something done, just for the sake 
of it, then that is just unity with no 
purpose. 

I am proud of the Republican Con-
ference when we are united in purpose 
to defend the liberty of the American 
people. 

I am proud today that we had a de-
bate right here about the difficult deci-
sions of foreign intelligence surveil-
lance so we can go after bad guys, like 
the bad guys that want to hit Israel 
and hit us, but to do so while we are re-
specting the constitutional protections 
and the liberties that the Founders un-
derstood were critical. 

We do not have a country that is 
worth preserving if we are going to 
burn the Constitution while we try to 
defend it. We must stand together to 
defend civil liberties while we stand to-
gether to defend our country. The 
American people expect no less. 

We should stand side by side with 
Israel. We should unite to make sure 
that we can continue to carry out sur-
veillance against bad actors while pro-
tecting civil liberties. We should stop 
spending money we don’t have. We 
should secure the border of the United 
States. We should continue to do the 
great things this Republican Con-
ference has been able to do when we are 
united and standing against an admin-
istration led by radical progressive 
Democrats that want to undermine the 
American Dream, destroy our sov-
ereignty, leave our borders open, un-
dermine our children’s safety, put 
criminals on the street, side with 
Hamas over Israel. We can stand 
athwart that if will unite to do it. That 
is my call. That is what I believe we 
must do. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) for joining 
me, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 40 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, April 11, 2024, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3749. A letter from the Chief, Legisla-
tive and Regulatory Staff, Specialty Crops 
Program, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
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