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Sixty-four percent of the Haitian population
is under 24 years of age.

Working to foster a culture of education in
Haiti is the greatest investment we can make
in eliminating poverty, boosting economic
growth, strengthening democracy, and pro-
moting prosperity.

Finally, as members of Congress, we must
collaborate to unlock the $40 million in aid that
the Biden administration has requested to help
stabilize Haiti amid an increase in gang vio-
lence there, despite warnings that continued
chaos could lead to a humanitarian crisis and
drive migrants fleeing the country into the
United States.

Haiti’s insecurity is a threat to America’s se-
curity.

It is past time for the United States to step
up and come together and carry out our re-
sponsibility as the leader of the free world.

————
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BRING THEM HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEI-
DER) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, it has
been 186 days since the barbaric Hamas
attack on October 7, in which more
than 1,200 people were brutally mur-
dered and more than 250 taken hostage.
It has been 186 days, and still 133 peo-
ple, including 8 Americans, are being
held hostage in Gaza.

Many of the 133 are known to be
dead, including 3 of the Americans.
Some were murdered on October 7, and
their bodies taken into Gaza. Some,
known to be alive in captivity, have
been murdered by their captors, like
Elad Katzir, whose body was recovered
just last week in Khan Yunis.

It has been 186 days, more than 6
months, and there is no indication of
their medical status, no visits from the
Red Cross, no word of when they might
come home.

For the families, 186 unbearable days
of wondering if their loved one is dead
or alive, is being tortured, or is a vic-
tim of sexual violence.

Mr. Speaker, 186 days is unconscion-
able.

For many weeks, negotiations facili-
tated by the United States, Egypt, and
Qatar have sought to achieve a cease-
fire and bring hostages home. Israel
has accepted the terms. Hamas has, to
date, rejected them. The world waits
for Hamas’ response.

As Secretary of State Antony
Blinken noted earlier today: ‘It is as-
tounding to me that the world is al-
most deafeningly silent when it comes
to Hamas.”

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to once
again bring urgent and necessary at-
tention to the hostages still held in
Gaza. All deserve to be named, but I
will list the Americans, many of whose
families are with us in the gallery here
today: Edan Alexander, Sagui Dekel-
Chen, Hersh Goldberg-Polin, Omer
Neutra, Keith Siegel, Judi Weinstein
and Gad Haggai, and Itay Chen.
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My heart goes out to the families and
friends of those hostages who have yet
to be released, who have no informa-
tion about the well-being of their loved
ones, whether they are alive, injured,
or dead.

I refuse to let the hostages be forgot-
ten. We must bring them home.

Mr. Speaker, tonight, with my col-
leagues, we stand on the House floor
imploring Congress to work to save the
hostages. We also honor the families of
those who were killed or taken hostage
on October 7.

Tonight, a number of these families
present in the House gallery continue
to call for our government to do all it
can to bring the remaining hostages
home including: Rachel Goldberg and
Jon Polin, parents of Hersh Goldberg-
Polin, a 23-year-old Chicago native who
attended the Tribe of Nova music fes-
tival on October 7.

Jonathan Dekel-Chen, father of
Sagui Dekel-Chen, a 35-year-old hus-
band and father who was 200 yards from
his kibbutz when Hamas terrorists in-
vaded the area on October 7. After
sounding the alarm for his neighbors,
he joined the kibbutz’ security team to
push back on Hamas. His mother was
also taken captive but escaped when an
IDF helicopter shot at the vehicle tak-
ing her away.

Ronen and Orna Neutra, parents of
Omer Neutra, a 21-year-old member of
the IDF who was in a tank defending
the Gaza border on October 7. He grew
up in New York and was living in Israel
before attending university in the
United States.

Adi and Yael Alexander, parents of
Edan Alexander, a 19-year-old member
of the IDF who was stationed near
Gaza at the time of the attack.

Andrea Weinstein, sister of Judi
Weinstein, who was killed on October 7.
Judi, age 70, grew up in Canada but was
born in New York.

Liz Hirsh Naftali, the great aunt of 3-
year-old Abigail, who was Kkidnapped
and taken alone to Gaza after her par-
ents were murdered in front of her eyes
by Hamas terrorists.

We honor the memories of those who
have died, and we pray for those who
are still in captivity.

I thank all my colleagues who have
joined me here today as we work to
make sure that we bring those hos-
tages home.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
extraneous material into the RECORD
on the subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Florida,
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), my good
friend and colleague who joined me in
Israel just 2 weeks ago on a mission to
understand what Israel was going
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through and how we can make a dif-
ference.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding and for his leadership in call-
ing all of us together in support of
bringing all of our hostages home.

I am reminding the world that
Hamas still has American hostages in
its grip. We are joined tonight in the
gallery by several of their family mem-
bers who have spent every night for
over half a year praying, mourning,
hoping beyond hope for their loved
ones’ safe return.

Our number one job as elected offi-
cials is providing for the safety, secu-
rity, and integrity of the American
people. We cannot rest while a terrorist
group that has murdered Americans
continues to hold Americans hostage.

Nothing is more critical than what
President Biden and his administration
are doing every day. He is fighting tire-
lessly to bring Americans and the rest
of the hostages home right now
through a temporary cease-fire agree-
ment.

It is unconscionable that Hamas con-
tinues to reject a hostage deal and hold
over 130 hostages in Gaza. It is des-
picable that these sick, violent fiends
refuse to allow the hostages to be re-
united with their families and cling
like vultures to the remains of inno-
cent civilians they have tortured,
starved, and murdered in order to use
them as political leverage.

Our message to these families, our
regional partners, and the American
people is consistent and clear. Hamas
must not succeed. The hostages must
come home.

I joined my colleague from Illinois 2
weeks ago, and we both led side-by-side
congressional delegations, I for women
Members of Congress, where we met
with the parents of Hersh Goldberg-
Polin, who we have met with numerous
times, and many of the family mem-
bers that are here tonight.

Rachel and Jon are here tonight as
well, and their strength and commit-
ment alongside all of the American
families to be reunited with their loved
ones is inspiring. The love of a parent
knows no bounds.

Once the hostages are released, we
look forward to welcoming you all
back to this Chamber in celebration of
your families being made whole again.
Please know that I, personally and on
behalf of my constituents, carry all of
your loved ones in my heart each and
every day.

I am proud President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS have stood by Israel’s
side all of this time, defending the
American and Israeli people and using
leverage to push our allies and partners
to get a deal done.

There has been a deal on the table,
and that continues to be negotiated
today, spearheaded by President Biden,
backed by Israel, HEgypt, and Qatar,
that will get hostages home, aid into
Gaza, and a pause in the fighting.
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Hamas can end all the pain in hearts
right here around us and in that re-
gion. If they had any interest in safe-
guarding Palestinians, this could all be
over right now. Egypt, Qatar, and lead-
ers with leverage must insist that
Hamas accepts this deal. Anyone who
wants to see a temporary cease-fire,
the release of hostages, and a just and
lasting peace must demand it of
Hamas.

It has been 186 days. Our fellow
Americans must come home now.
Those who have been lost must be
brought home and laid to rest. Until
that day, we will continue to stand to-
gether, arm in arm with these families
and with our ally, Israel.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 21 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BAIRD), my colleague. I am proud
that support for Israel and the call for
bringing the hostages home is some-
thing that we work together collabo-
ratively on both sides of the aisle.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, Hamas has committed
countless acts of cruelty against the
Israeli people since last year’s
unprovoked attack. Thousands Ilost
their lives when Hamas stormed into
Israel this past October to terrorize
Jewish communities and brutalize
their people.

Many families have mourned the loss
of loved ones while others still live
with the uncertainty of knowing if
their family members are held in cap-
tivity.

I have had the opportunity to speak
with the families of those hostages on
multiple occasions, including some of
those here tonight.
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I stood shoulder to shoulder with
them as they recount the terrible pain
they have experienced as they nerv-
ously await news of their loved ones.

Despite the overwhelming grief these
families have experienced, they con-
tinue to share their stories to shine a
light on the true scale of Hamas’ inhu-
manity.

I appreciate them for remaining in
the spotlight to remind the world of
the terrible atrocities committed by
Hamas.

Their courage is a testament to the
strength of the Israeli people and all
those who have been victimized by the
Hamas terrorists.

We will continue to fight for the re-
lease of all the hostages that are still
held in captivity and stand with our
friends in Israel in their struggle for
their lasting security.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. MANNING), my friend,
who also traveled with us to Israel 2
weeks ago.
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Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend Representative SCHNEI-
DER for bringing us together to push
for the release of the hostages.

Mr. Speaker, it has been 6 months
since Hamas terrorists invaded Israel
to carry out gruesome attacks, raping,
mutilating, slaughtering civilians, and
taking innocent people hostage. Here
we are 6 months later and 130 hostages
remain captive in Gaza.

I recently returned from a congres-
sional delegation trip to Israel. I saw
firsthand the savage and diabolical na-
ture of the October 7 attack.

I visited Kibbutz Kfar Aza, one of the
communities that was burned and pil-
laged. I saw the devastating destruc-
tion that resulted when Hamas went
house to house killing people by throw-
ing grenades in their homes, spraying
them with bullets, and setting their
homes on fire while young people were
hiding inside. The deliberate cruelty
was shocking, gut-wrenching, and un-
forgettable.

Kibbutz Kfar Aza is where Aviva and
Keith Siegel were taken by Hamas.
Keith Siegel is an American citizen
from my home State of North Carolina.
For 6 months, Keith has been held hos-
tage by these terrorists. I think about
Keith and all the hostages every single
day.

Aviva spent 51 days in captivity and
thankfully she was released in Novem-
ber. Since her release, she has spoken
out about the horrifying sexual abuse
and violence she saw Hamas use on the
hostages. It is hard to imagine what
the women still being held captive
today must be experiencing.

It is hard to anticipate the condition
they will be in when they are finally
returned. For the young women who
are being raped and tortured, I am
deeply worried that they will be preg-
nant as a result of their rapes in cap-
tivity.

During my visit to Israel, I met with
Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy, the chair of
Israel’s Civil Commission on October 7
Crimes by Hamas Against Women and
Families. She is working tirelessly to
gather testimony and the evidence of
the sexual abuse of women and fami-
lies. She says the job of viewing and
archiving the evidence is particularly
tough on her staff.

So are the death threats they get
from people who don’t want to see the
evidence of those horrific crimes col-
lected for the world to see.

The accounts of sexual violence she
shared can only be described as evil,
carried out to inflict maximum phys-
ical, emotional, and psychological pain
on women and girls.

We cannot allow the world to ignore
what has happened and we cannot
allow the world to forget the hostages.
The world cannot be allowed to ignore
the truth that Hamas has the power to
end the war they started by releasing
the remaining hostages.

Time and time again, Hamas has re-
fused cease-fire deals and refused to re-
lease the hostages. It is shocking that
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the world is not protesting Hamas,
calling out Hamas for starting this war
and continuing it, hiding behind
women and children, and prolonging
the suffering of two peoples.

Let me be clear: Hamas must release
the hostages and stop all the suffering
they have caused and are continuing to
cause.

Mr. Speaker, I thank, again, my dear
friend, Representative SCHNEIDER, for
his leadership and for organizing this
time together for us to continue our
call for every single hostage to be
brought home.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. TORRES), another one of
our colleagues who joined us on that
trip 2 weeks ago.

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my colleague for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to demand the im-
mediate release and safe return of the
remaining hostages in Gaza who have
now spent half a year in captivity.

The words of a mother: ‘I love you.
Stay strong. Survive.” This is the men-
tal message Rachel Goldberg-Polin
sends her son Hersh every single day.
He is an American who is among the
130 hostages still held captive by ter-
rorist Hamas for 186 days. The 130 hos-
tages are not mere numbers, they are
people with stories and families who
love them and desperately want to see
them home.

Three of these hostages are American
citizens. Hersh Goldberg is a vibrant
23-year-old California native who loves
soccer, traveling, and spending time
with his family and friends. He fought
for unity and equality in Israel as a
leader of an initiative to bring Israeli
and Palestinian children together
through soccer.

I spoke with his mother, his parents,
who are with us tonight, in Israel last
month. They are in a constant state of
profound trauma not knowing whether
their son is dead or alive, not knowing
if their son will ever come home.

All they know about their child came
from survivor accounts and from
watching terrorist Hamas’ GoPro foot-
age of the October 7 massacre. Hersh
was last seen on October 7 with his left
arm blown off by terrorist Hamas’ gre-
nades, and his body was loaded into a
truck heading into Gaza at gunpoint.
His last messages to his parents read:
“I love you. I am sorry.”

Despite the horrifying images,
Hersh’s mother, Rachel, says that hope
is mandatory.

Mr. Speaker, here in Congress, hope
is not enough. I join my colleagues in
calling for the immediate release of all
hostages held by Hamas terrorists and
I urge the administration to continue
to do everything in its power to help
free the hostages like Hersh and ensure
their safe return.

I will not allow the hostages to be
forgotten. They are not a terrorist
group’s political pawn, and I stand
with their families in calling for an im-
mediate return.
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Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, last
week there were 19 Members of the Re-
publican freshman class who were in
Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. YAKYM), one of those
19 Members.

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to continue to call for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of all
hostages being held by Hamas in Gaza.

Hamas committed unspeakable war
crimes 186 days ago on October 7.

Since that day, we have borne wit-
ness to stories of the atrocities com-
mitted by Hamas from survivors of the
attack and from hostages who have
been released.

Last week, I traveled to Israel and
saw the aftermath of Hamas’ slaughter
firsthand. While in Israel, I visited Kib-
butz Nir Oz, which prior to Hamas’ at-
tack had 400 residents.
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In that kibbutz, we walked through
homes where men, women, children,
and elderly were murdered or taken
hostage. It is estimated that 25 percent
of Nir Oz’s residents were either killed
or abducted and taken hostage by
Hamas. Hamas showed utter disregard
for human life.

I also met with Rachel Goldberg and
Jon Polin, whose American-Israeli son,
Hersh, was taken hostage by Hamas.
Hersh remains in captivity today. I am
grateful that Rachel and Jon are here
tonight, along with several other fami-
lies whose loved ones are being held in
Gaza. I admire their strength, espe-
cially in a time of such immense hard-
ship.

I hope they know that their loved
ones are not forgotten. We must con-
tinue to call for the release of every
last hostage until they have all come
home.

The fastest way for this conflict to
end is for Hamas to release every hos-
tage and surrender.

It is past time to bring them all
home. I thank my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, BRAD SCHNEIDER,
for organizing tonight’s Special Order.
I thank him for his leadership.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. AUCHINCLOSS).

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker,
today, we stand against anti-Semitism
and in solidarity with the hostages and
their families. We stand together
against the depravity of Hamas holding
innocent men, women, and children
hostage for 6 brutal months. We pro-
claim with one voice that the hostages
must be returned immediately and un-
conditionally.

We stand together against the surge
in anti-Jewish and anti-Israel hate
crimes. We proclaim with one voice
that anti-Semitism and the
delegitimization of Israel have no place
in our country.

My forebears in UKkraine learned
through torment that hate may begin
with solitary, anonymous acts of dese-
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cration, but it does not end there. Hate
does not end unless we drag cowardly
anti-Semitic actions into the daylight,
bear witness as a community to their
personal and penetrating effects, and
resolve together that we are our neigh-
bor’s keeper.

I am committed to all measures that
will counter the scourge of anti-Semi-
tism and that will hasten the return of
the hostages.

We must all strive for an America
that is true to its ideals and an Israel
that is secure and democratic, where in
both countries ‘‘all sit under their own
vines and under their own fig trees, and
no one shall make them afraid.”

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. GOLDMAN).

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my friend from Illi-
nois for scheduling this Special Order.

I rise here tonight once again to lift
up the 133 hostages—innocent babies,
grandparents, young women who have
suffered from awful sexual abuse, and
s0 many others—who were all brutally
and illegally captured on October 7 by
Hamas, a terrorist organization that
has held them in treacherous condi-
tions for 6 months.

We don’t actually know how many
are alive because Hamas has violated
just about every single humanitarian
law that exists and will not provide a
basic list of those who are alive or even
provide wellness checks and daily
medication to the elderly. Eight of
these hostages are Americans, three of
whom are sadly now confirmed dead.

Three weeks ago, Itay Chen, a 19-
year-old soldier in the IDF who was on
the border of Gaza on October 7, was
determined to have been killed on that
fateful day.

Hagit and Ruby, Itay’s parents, my
constituents who are here tonight with
several other families of hostages, have
fearlessly and courageously led the
families of hostages to focus our atten-
tion on the urgent need to bring them
home. Ruby and the other hostage fam-
ilies should not have to work so hard
to keep the hostages front of mind.

Since when do Americans show indif-
ference to eight of our own held hos-
tage by a terrorist group? Since when
do international organizations and
democratic countries around the world
simply allow a terrorist group to hold
hostages from 26 different countries
captive for 6 months with deafening si-
lence? Is it only because they are Jew-
ish that they are viewed differently?

We all want this conflict to end. We
want the violence to stop. Let me give
you two simple actions that can end
this conflict immediately. First,
Hamas can lay down their arms and re-
linquish control of the Gaza Strip. Sec-
ond, and most importantly, Hamas
must release all the hostages, includ-
ing the deceased bodies. That will end
this today.

There was a permanent cease-fire on
October 7 when Hamas executed the
worst terrorist attack on the Jewish
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people since the Holocaust. Hamas has
vowed to repeat that attack over and
over again if given the opportunity.

Just imagine if after 9/11, al-Qaida
controlled Mexico or Canada and vowed
to continue to attack the United
States from our own border again and
again. Would a single person in this
country have called for us to retreat
and let al-Qaida remain in power next
door, poised to replicate 9/11 again? Of
course not.

There are many calls for some kind
of cease-fire, and there is no question
that some kind of cease-fire is long
overdue, even though everyone seems
to have a different understanding of
the term.

No question Israel must do its part.
The Israeli Government must increase
humanitarian aid so that displaced
Palestinians can get the food and med-
ical care they need. They have been
doing that much more robustly since a
conversation between President Biden
and Prime Minister Netanyahu last
week. The Israeli Government must be
willing to enter into a reasonable
agreement to stop the violence and get
the hostages out.

One requirement of any reasonable,
rational cease-fire agreement must in-
clude that the innocent, tortured, ille-
gally held hostages are released. I dare,
I challenge, anyone in this building, in
my district in New York City, or in any
of the 435 districts around this country
to publicly say that a cease-fire agree-
ment of any Kind need not include the
return of the illegally abducted hos-
tages.

Israel has no control over the hos-
tages. Hamas does. If any reasonable
cease-fire agreement necessarily in-
cludes the return of hostages—and it
must—then there can be no cease-fire
agreement of any kind if Hamas is not
a party to that agreement. If you are
calling for a cease-fire, then you must
call on Hamas to release the hostages.

I say to our administration, I say to
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, on both sides of this Capitol, I
say to our allies around the world,
Hamas and the countries that harbor
and communicate with their leadership
must feel much greater pressure to re-
lease the hostages. More and more are
dying every day. We must bring them
home. We must bring them home now.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time is remain-

ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 1 minute re-
maining.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, with
your indulgence, I would like to read
into the RECORD the statement from
our colleague from Maryland, Mr.
STENY HOYER.

“Mr. Speaker, I rise today’’——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend.

The gentleman’s request was to read
another Member’s statement into the
RECORD; is that correct?

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Yes, if that is al-
lowed by the rules.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the
gentleman would like, he can include
the remarks in the RECORD under gen-
eral leave.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, what
I would like to do, on behalf of our col-
league from Maryland, Mr. STENY
HOYER, is submit for the RECORD his
statement talking about American hos-
tage Itay Chen, who was deemed to
have been murdered on October 7. His
family is waiting to bring his body
home before they honor him with a fu-
neral and sit the Jewish tradition of
shiva, 7 days of mourning. They will
not have that opportunity to sit shiva
until Itay’s body is returned.

We all join with the Chen family,
with all of Israel, waiting for the re-
turn of every hostage, not just those
living but those who are deemed de-
ceased.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members that the
rules do not allow references to persons
in the gallery.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker. | rise today, as |
have at several special order hours these past
six months, on behalf of Itay Chen and his
family.

This is the first time I've done so since we
learned the devastating news that Hamas ter-
rorists killed Itay on October 7.

An American lsraeli serving bravely in the
IDF, he died defending innocent Israeli civil-
ians from Hamas’ brutal, cowardly surprise at-
tack.

He was only nineteen years old.

Not satisfied with killing this courageous de-
fender, the terrorists took ltay’s body into
Gaza, where it remains. Doing so was an act
of supreme moral depravity and dishonor.

When | first met ltay’s father Ruby shortly
after October 7, he gave me this dogtag which
says: “Bring Them Home Now.”

Mr. Speaker, | rise today because our com-
mitment to bring his son home has not
changed.

ltay deserves to be laid to rest with the
honor that befits a hero and with the dignity
that befits every human life.

His family deserves to sit Shiva and to proc-
ess this terrible loss properly.

They cannot get that closure, however, until
we secure ltay’s remains.

They have my word, Mr. Speaker, that our
Government will not yield until they are re-
united with their son.

Nor will we stop until all the remaining hos-
tages—those living and those not—are re-
turned to their families.

Until then, we will keep supporting the
Chens and the other families waiting to put
their loved ones to rest.

We will stand with the families who still hold
out hope for their loved ones’ safe return—a
hope that we all share.

And we will keep fighting for the release of
those hostages who remain in Gaza.

May Itay’s memory be a blessing, and may
his spirit continue to give us the strength nec-
essary to bring these hostages home.

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, six brutal months have
passed, and over half of the Israeli hos-
tages taken by Hamas on October 7th

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

have still not been released. This is
nothing short of an unthinkable crime
against humanity. It is inhuman.

Each of the remaining hostages,
these are human beings. Human beings
with individual hopes and dreams, just
like you and me. Each one has a family
and loved ones back home in Israel,
devastated by their kidnapping and
desperately begging for their release.
Many are children, or elderly, with no
involvement in any combat whatso-
ever.

Last week, I saw the Nir Oz Kibbutz
and the site of the Tribe of Nova Music
Festival, where so many Israelis were
kidnapped on October 7th, and many
more were killed. I heard firsthand ac-
counts from survivors on the ground,
you can still hear the pain in their
voices. Even then, that pain is incom-
parable to the ongoing trauma of those
who were taken hostage by these ter-
rorists, their specific whereabouts and
conditions still unknown.

The attacks of October 7th were and
continue to be crimes against human-
ity. Americans looked on in horror as
videos emerged of the bloodshed and
the destruction. Mothers and fathers
across our country, including myself,
were overcome with intense emotion.
Think about your child, if they were
torn away from you, or worse, as SO
many were.

America is unified in standing with
the Israeli hostages and their families.
On Sunday, thousands gathered in New
York City and called for the imme-
diate, unconditional release of the
Israeli hostages. We raised our voices
as one, and our message will be heard.

Tonight, I echo that one, simple de-
mand of these devastated families. Not
one more day should go by without the
safe return of all Israeli hostages from
Gaza.

To the families here tonight, whose
loved ones were taken on October 7th,
I want to express my most sincere and
heartfelt sympathy for the suffering
that you have bravely endured over
these long six months. For those whose
loved ones have not yet been returned,
we all pray for their safe release.

May God bless all of you. America
stands with you and for the safe return
of all Israeli hostages.

Bring them home, now.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

——

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-3715. A letter from the Special Counsel,
U.S. Office of Special Counsel, transmitting
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the Office’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act Report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-3716. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
2023 Annual Report of the Office of Minority
and Women Inclusion, pursuant to 12 U.S.C.
5452(e); Public Law 111-203, Sec. 342(e); (124
Stat. 1543); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-3717. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Division of Investment Management,
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Exemption for Certain Investment Advisers
Operating Through the Internet [Release
No.: TA-6578; File No.: S7-13-23] (RIN: 3235-
AN31) received April 4, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-3718. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for OSHA, Directorate of Con-
struction, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Worker
Walkaround Representative Designation
Process [Docket No.: OSHA-2023-0008] (RIN:
1218-AD45) received April 1, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

EC-3719. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s request for applications — Clean Ports
Program: Zero-Emission Technology Deploy-
ment Competition [EPA-R-OAR-CPP-24-04]
received March 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3720. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s request for applications — Clean Ports
Program: Climate and Air Quality Planning
Competition [EPA-R-OAR-CPP-24-05] re-
ceived March 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3721. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s request for applications —
Hydrofluorocarbon Reclaim and Innovative
Destruction Grants [EPA-R-OAR-HFC-24-01]
received March 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3722. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — FY 2022 and FY 2023 Pollu-
tion Prevention Grant Program [EPA-I-
OCSPP-OPPT-FY2022-001] received February
5, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3723. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — FY 2023--FY 2024 Pollution
Prevention Grants: Environmental Justice
in Communities [EPA-I-OCSPP-OPPT-
FY2023-001] received February 5, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3724. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — FY 2023--FY 2024 Pollution
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