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most prominent wholesale-level heroin 
traffickers in Chicago, Philadelphia, 
New Jersey, and Washington, and they 
have a great presence in my city of 
New York. 

Let’s talk about New York City. Last 
year, we saw more than 3,000 people die 
from drug overdoses in New York City, 
80 percent of which were tied to 
fentanyl. That number has doubled 
since the New York Democrats and the 
legislature passed the 2020 bail law al-
lowing traffickers and dealers to be re-
leased automatically back onto our 
streets. 

Look at these headlines: ‘‘Suspects 
accused of running $7M fentanyl ring 
released without bail’’; ‘‘NY’s lax bail 
law lets lethal fentanyl peddlers off 
scot-free’’; ‘‘NY bail laws required most 
of 30 drug dealers busted on [Long Is-
land] for peddling ‘tranq,’ cocaine and 
fentanyl to be ‘automatically re-
leased’ ’’; ‘‘Mexican cartel smugglers 
nabbed with $1.2M worth of meth in 
NYC—then released thanks to lax bail 
laws’’; ‘‘New York man busted with 20K 
fentanyl pills released without bail’’; 
‘‘Six people busted as part of $7M drug 
trafficking ring in Bronx released with-
out bail under new State law,’’ which 
Kathy Hochul and the Democrats 
refuse to fix. 

The Federal policies of the Demo-
crats, coupled with the policies of my 
State government, have been a com-
plete failure and disaster, and Ameri-
cans are dying as a result. 

Once again, I urge my Governor and 
the State legislature to do their job, 
and I urge our colleagues on the other 
side in the Senate to do their job. We 
took action here in the House. We 
passed multiple pieces of legislation, 
most predominantly the Border Secu-
rity Act. I expect CHUCK SCHUMER to 
care about what is happening in his 
own State of New York and do the 
same. 

f 

REINSTATE LIMIT ON HIGH- 
CAPACITY MAGAZINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, last 
year set the record for the highest 
number of mass murders with a firearm 
in more than a decade. In fact, 2023 
marked yet another year where there 
were more mass shootings than days in 
the year. 

These events continue to retrauma-
tize our communities and our Nation 
because no community has been un-
touched by this deadly epidemic. 

One common denominator in these 
mass murders is the use of large capac-
ity ammunition feeding devices, or 
high-capacity magazines. These maga-
zines hold 30, 40, or even 100 rounds of 
ammunition, and they have been used 
in all 10 of our Nation’s deadliest mass 
shootings. High-capacity magazines in-
crease a shooter’s ability to kill or in-
jure large numbers of people quickly. 

One event that I still remember 
starkly is the shooting in Aurora, Colo-

rado, at the movie theater, which is 
just a few miles from my home. One 
single perpetrator used an assault rifle 
and a 100-round magazine to fire 65 
shots within just minutes, killing 12 
people and injuring 70 others. 

Despite the fact that many members 
of the audience for that movie were ei-
ther Active-Duty military or veterans 
who were trained to respond to a situa-
tion just like this, they were unable to 
respond because the volley of bullets 
was simply too extreme. The high-ca-
pacity magazine allowed that shooter 
to continue firing, pinning people down 
as shot after shot rang out. 

There are so many more examples of 
this terrible, terrible destruction: Col-
umbine, also right outside my district; 
Dayton; Las Vegas; Parkland. No other 
developed country experiences this 
level of violence from firearms. 

Now, I recognize there is not one sin-
gle piece of legislation that will com-
pletely end gun violence, but some-
thing must be done. In mass shootings 
with four or more people killed be-
tween 2015 and 2022, high-capacity mag-
azines led to more than twice as many 
people being killed and nearly 10 times 
as many people being wounded per inci-
dent on average. 

It makes sense if you think about it 
because if you have just a few rounds of 
ammunition, then those highly trained 
soldiers and veterans in that movie 
theater audience would have been able 
to stop the shooter, tackle him, and 
disable him after he stopped shooting. 
Instead, when you can shoot up to 100 
rounds in rapid fire, this is not pos-
sible. 

High-capacity magazines were de-
signed for war. They weren’t designed 
for hunting. They weren’t designed for 
self-defense. Yet, they continue to be 
used against our fellow citizens in our 
hometowns and communities. 

Experts agree that reinstating the 
limit on high-capacity magazines 
would be an effective step in protecting 
our communities. 

Today, Representatives TITUS and 
SCHNEIDER, along with the Gun Vio-
lence Prevention Task Force and I, are 
announcing that we are filing a dis-
charge petition to bring the Keep 
Americans Safe Act up for a vote so we 
can reinstate the U.S. ban on high-ca-
pacity magazines. 

My bill would prohibit the sale or 
transfer of any high-capacity magazine 
capable of holding more than 15 rounds 
of ammunition. This is legislation that 
has been passed by this Chamber two 
times 2 years ago as part of the Assault 
Weapons Ban and the Protecting Our 
Kids Act. 

It is our obligation as Members of 
Congress to keep the American people 
safe and to protect our communities. 
Now is the time to reinstate the limit 
on high-capacity magazines. 

The petition will now be filed at the 
desk, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
sign it. It will take 218 signatures to 
bring this bill to the floor and to move 
us one step closer to eradicating the 

terrible ravages of gun violence for the 
American people. 

f 

TRUE THREATS TO DEMOCRACY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 
President Biden marked the third anni-
versary of the January 6 Capitol riot 
by calling it a ‘‘day that we nearly lost 
America,’’ and he asked: ‘‘Is democracy 
still America’s sacred cause?’’ 

That is an important question. What 
happened on January 6 was a national 
disgrace. A riotous mob disrupted the 
Congress and its congressional respon-
sibility to observe the counting of the 
votes of the electoral college. To con-
clude that ‘‘we nearly lost America’’ to 
a lunatic wearing buffalo horns that 
day is hysterical hyperbole, to say the 
least. True insurrections are made of 
sterner stuff. 

When the last of these yahoos was 
kicked out of this building a few hours 
later, Congress calmly completed the 
electoral count and confirmed Joe 
Biden’s election. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Biden is correct to 
raise concerns about the growing 
threats to our democracy, and he is 
right that democracy depends on the 
loser of an election accepting its out-
come as the legitimate will of the ma-
jority. Many Democrats refused to do 
that in 2016 and many Republicans in 
2020. 

Why do so many voters no longer 
trust the integrity of our elections? 
Could it be that so many of the safe-
guards that assure a fair election and 
an accurate count have been stripped 
away? 

For hundreds of years, we all looked 
our neighbors in the eye as they hand-
ed us our ballots. We all cast our votes 
in curtained booths where no one could 
influence us. We all watched our bal-
lots placed in locked containers. At 8 
p.m., we knew exactly how many votes 
had been cast, and a few hours later, we 
knew the outcome of all the elections. 

We all had our say during the cam-
paign, and we waited until the debate 
was over to make our decision on elec-
tion day. It was very hard to cheat, and 
everyone could trust that process. 

All that has changed. In recent years, 
the leftist Democrats have rigged elec-
tion laws to extend voting over an en-
tire month, accept ballots after elec-
tion day, harvest ballots by political 
operatives, use mail-in ballots where 
there is no chain of custody, prevent 
observers from unobstructed views of 
ballot counting, and suppress debate 
and hide critical information from vot-
ers. 

Freedom of speech is the beating 
heart of democracy, yet the left-lean-
ing bureaucracies, increasingly inde-
pendent of the will of the voters, ac-
tively colluded to influence elections 
by intimidating political opponents, 
starting with the Tea Party. They have 
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promoted utterly false narratives, 
most notably the Russian collusion 
hoax. 

Courts have recently found the gov-
ernment guilty of violating the First 
Amendment by actively pressuring so-
cial media platforms to censor the very 
political dialogue that is central to the 
functioning of a democracy. The Presi-
dent even attempted to establish a 
disinformation czar to decide what in-
formation could reach voters. 

Our fundamental democratic institu-
tions are also under growing attack. 
The left has been very clear that it in-
tends to pack the Supreme Court by 
creating new seats for leftist appoint-
ments and to pack the Senate by cre-
ating overwhelmingly Democratic 
States, like Washington, D.C. 

Less than 2 years ago, leftist mobs 
descended on the homes of Supreme 
Court Justices in an illegal attempt to 
pressure and intimidate them, yet Mr. 
Biden’s Department of Justice refused 
to enforce the law that protects jurists 
from such bullying. 

The President has opened our borders 
and produced an illegal mass migration 
unprecedented in our history while his 
party has pushed to permit foreign na-
tionals to vote in our elections, mak-
ing a mockery of Americans’ right to 
self-determination. 

How does Mr. Biden explain the un-
precedented acts of his agents seeking 
to ban from the ballot candidates who 
directly challenge his candidacy? It is 
not just the brazen and unconstitu-
tional attempt to keep his leading Re-
publican challenger from the ballot. 
The agents of his party have been ag-
gressively working to ban Democratic 
primary challengers as well and seizing 
from Democratic voters in Iowa the 
right to have any meaningful say in 
next week’s election, for fear they 
would not vote for him in sufficient 
numbers. 

Mr. Speaker, our democracy is indeed 
under attack from the lunatic fringe on 
both extremes. When we ask which pre-
sents a clear and present danger to our 
democracy, I would respectfully but 
earnestly suggest the President remove 
the log from his own eye before he 
criticizes the speck in his neighbor’s. 

f 

HONORING KEN SMITH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BEYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to honor the extraordinary ca-
reer of Ken Smith, who at one time was 
from Delaware and then Virginia and 
now makes his home in Florida. 

A long time ago, in the faraway land 
of Delaware, Ken was a young policy 
assistant to Governor Pete du Pont, 
after serving as a staff aide during the 
Nixon administration. His career in 
education had started in 1973 when 
President Nixon appointed him vice 
chairman of the National Advisory 
Council on the Education of Disadvan-
taged Children. 

Governor du Pont and Ken made the 
startling discovery that there was 
enormous economic, social, and cul-
tural potential residing in adults who 
had dropped out of high school but 
were never realized because of edu-
cational and career blockages. These 
were smart kids, but kids who, for 
whatever reason, had to quit school 
and go to work. 

With the Governor’s blessing and 
leadership, Ken created Jobs for Dela-
ware’s Graduates, a model program for 
intervening with the young women and 
men most likely to drop out, saving 
them not just to get them to gradua-
tion but to land them in good jobs or at 
least postsecondary education. 

Jobs for Delaware’s Graduates 
worked so well, Governor du Pont 
shared its success with Republican and 
Democratic Governors across the coun-
try, and many created their own pro-
grams. Vice President Walter Mondale 
was so impressed, he asked them to 
replicate it across the country. They 
needed a national leader, and Ken 
Smith was chosen to be the first—and 
for more than 40 years the only—CEO 
and President of Jobs for America’s 
Graduates. 

Jobs for America’s Graduates 
launched in four States, including Vir-
ginia, and was bipartisan from the very 
start. Ken wisely cultivated Governor 
after Governor from both parties to 
grow the programs in their States, 
knowing that this was the most secure 
path to sustained economic growth and 
to overcome the poverty that cursed 
our least educated. 

Today, Jobs for America’s Graduates 
is helping 75,000 young people per year 
in over 1,450 high schools, middle 
schools, and out-of-school programs in 
more than 40 States. 

I had the great privilege of chairing 
Jobs for Virginia’s Graduates for 14 
years, always bipartisan. It is now led 
by the Honorable Eileen Filler-Corn, 
the first woman speaker in the Vir-
ginia House. JVG is serving the kids 
with barriers to success in over 50 Vir-
ginia high schools today. 

Ken Smith wisely created a national 
board to oversee the growth of this 
most successful high school dropout 
prevention program. The board chair is 
always a Governor, and it alternates 
between a Democratic and Republican 
every year. We are honored to have 
Governor Kim Reynolds of Iowa chair 
the board this year. She succeeded 
Governor John Bel Edwards last year. 
A fun fact is that the Jobs for Amer-
ica’s Graduates board has more Gov-
ernors than any other board, including 
the National Governors Association. 

b 1030 

Ken’s leadership and advocacy over 
40 years has inspired many highlights, 
from Governor George Bush installing 
the program in every high school in El 
Paso, to Governor Mike Pence expand-
ing all throughout Indiana. Our own 
Virginia Governor, Chuck Robb, served 
as national chairman; and our current 

Governor, Glenn Youngkin, has kept 
this commitment in his budget. 

Remarkably, with Ken Smith at the 
helm, over 1,400,000 young men and 
women have graduated from high 
school, exceeding expectations they 
and their families had rarely hoped for. 

In more than 40 years, Jobs for Amer-
ica’s Graduates has never had a grad-
uation rate below 90 percent, and 
today, the current graduation rate is 
above 95 percent. 

Throughout his career, Ken has been 
appointed by multiple Presidents to 
serve as an education adviser given his 
deep connection and commitment to 
helping youth. 

Thanks to Ken could not be given 
without saying thank you to his fam-
ily, of course, who supported him 
throughout his career. Nora, his wife; 
Tara and Jennifer, his daughters; and 
most recently, his two granddaughters 
continue to support his work. 

I have known many good human 
beings in my life. I get to serve in this 
House, where the great majority of us, 
Democrats and Republicans, serve be-
cause we are trying to make the world 
and America a better place. I have al-
most never met a man who has had as 
great a lifetime impact on far more 
than 1 million young people than Ken 
Smith. He has given his life to others 
and changed those lives with his love, 
hard work, and his courage. 

Ken Smith, in your deserved pretend 
retirement, I salute you and thank you 
for your inspiration and your service. 

f 

REGAINING OPERATIONAL 
CONTROL OF OUR BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I visited the southern border last week 
in Eagle Pass, Texas, to see the situa-
tion at our border firsthand and to hear 
from Border Patrol, landowners, 
judges, and community members on 
how this is impacting them. 

This was my fourth border visit since 
I have been in Congress. The crisis at 
our border is worse than ever. 

Just last month, CBP reported 302,000 
illegal crossings. That is enough people 
to fill out the Anaheim Angel Stadium 
nearly seven times over, just from one 
month. 

I heard from Border Patrol who said 
they are spreading themselves thin as 
we see more crossings. They have be-
come caretakers instead of devoting 
their time to handling the backlog of 
illegal migrants or working to protect 
our border. 

The border facilities are expensive. 
In fact, the Del Rio and Eagle Pass fa-
cilities alone cost $25 million to main-
tain every month. This doesn’t include 
the salaries of Border Patrol agents. 

I heard from county leaders who said 
that every week they perform autop-
sies on dead migrants found at the bor-
der. The price that both migrants and 
our communities pay is staggering. 
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