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Bronze Star and Purple Heart for his
service and selfless sacrifice to our Na-
tion.

After returning to Kansas following
the Korean war, Captain Shopteese
served as a Tribal council member of
the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
and helped create the Indian Commu-
nity Alcoholism Resources Expeditors
Recovery Home.

Captain Shopteese’s profound legacy
of service to our country and to the
Native American community will live
on for generations to come. I am proud
to join my fellow Kansans in intro-
ducing legislation to rename the clinic
after this American hero and a member
of the Greatest Generation.

HONORING THE LIFE OF KEN BROCK

Mr. LATURNER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and mem-
ory of Ken Brock, a dear friend of mine
and a pillar in the southeast Kansas
community.

Ken graduated from Fort Scott High
School and served in the Kansas Army
National Guard before founding Names
and Numbers, a business that published
easy-to-use local phone books. Ken
grew Names and Numbers with his
wife, Debbie, into one of the leading
independent directory companies in
the country.

In addition to being a successful en-
trepreneur and major job creator, Ken
was Dpassionate about strengthening
our communities and bringing new eco-
nomic development to the region. He
served as the chairman of the Highway
69 Association and successfully led the
charge to expand Highway 69 to a four-
lane route from Kansas City to Pitts-
burg. Ken was also active on the Pitts-
burg State University campus, serving
on numerous boards and advisory com-
mittees.

Growing up in southeast Kansas, I
know firsthand the profound impact
Ken had on our region. Ken was a joy-
ful person, a dedicated person, always
putting his family, community, and
country ahead of himself. He is some-
one you would have wanted on your
side, and I was glad that he was on
mine.

It has been an honor to get to know
him and his family over the years, and
I am grateful for all that he has done.
Ken Brock passed away this past De-
cember, but his legacy of faith, family,
and community will not be forgotten.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SENATOR BOB
MARSHALL

Mr. LATURNER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and mem-
ory of State Senator Bob Marshall,
who passed away this past September.

Bob Marshall attended the Univer-
sity of Kansas, where he became a four-
sport letterman and played basketball
alongside the legendary Wilt Chamber-
lain. He was a tremendous athlete and
a tremendous competitor, something I
learned firsthand.

Upon graduating KU, Senator Mar-
shall was commissioned as a second
lieutenant in the Marine Corps and
flew vital reconnaissance missions dur-
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ing the Cuban Missile Crisis. He left ac-
tive duty in 1965 and became a commer-
cial airline pilot for the next 33 years
before switching gears and taking on
the role as athletic director at Fort
Scott Community College.

Bob was elected to the Kansas State
Senate in 2009, where he served on the
transportation, economic development,
education, and local government com-
mittees, securing crucial funding for
universities across our State.

Senator Marshall worked tirelessly
to strengthen our communities and
serve hardworking Kansas families. I
am honored to have the opportunity to
have gotten to know him. He will be
greatly missed in Kansas.

CONGRATULATING RANDY LINCK ON HIS
RETIREMENT

Mr. LATURNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate senior inves-
tigator Randy Linck on his retirement
from the Brown County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Randy dedicated more than four dec-
ades to protecting Kansas families in
the Brown County community, making
him the longest serving law enforce-
ment officer in county history. He
started his law enforcement career as a
reserve deputy and eventually served
as deputy investigator and under-
sheriff.

In addition to his work as a law en-
forcement officer, Randy was an EMT
for the Brown County Rescue Squad
and the county emergency bprepared-
ness coordinator.

I am grateful for Senior Investigator
Linck’s 40 years of service and sacrifice
to northeast Kansas. I wish him and his
family the best in his well-deserved re-
tirement.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 14
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Eternal God, teach us to number our
days, not that we would count down to
the next milestone or fear the future
ahead of us, but that we would come to
value and to appreciate the moments
You have given us.

Teach us to number the days of our
work, that we would understand that
each day matters. The decisions we
make, the encounters we have, the
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privilege we have been given to labor
in Your vineyard, all that we do con-
tributes to the work to which You have
entrusted us.

Teach us to number the days with
our loved ones, that we would seize the
opportunity to acknowledge even the
smallest gesture of love and appreciate
the greatest favor You have bestowed
on us, to share this life with the pre-
cious people we call friends and the
special ones we know as family.

Teach us to number the days of our
lives, that we would use our time on
Earth to appreciate the freedoms You
have endowed us, to seek the wisdom
You reveal to us, and to demonstrate
the mercy and love You have shown us.

Teach us to number our days, that we
may live this day wisely.

We offer this prayer in Your sov-
ereign name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. QUIGLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

CORPORAL BILL SCHROEDER

(Ms. DE LA CRUZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for one minute and to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a local hero, Corporal
Bill Schroeder, who is retiring after 28
years in law enforcement. Starting as a
reserve deputy, he joined the Guada-
lupe County Sheriff’s Office in 2001 and
exemplifies public service.

Corporal Schroeder is a father, a
mentor, and a community pillar who
has inspired many to serve, including
his daughter, a dispatcher at the sher-
iff’s office. As a true salt of the earth,
he leaves a legacy of friendship, cour-
age, and integrity that will continue
guiding us.

On behalf of this distinguished body,
I thank Corporal Schroeder and con-
gratulate him on his well-deserved re-
tirement. His family, friends, and I are
so proud of him. He fought the good
fight, he finished the race, and he kept
the faith all the while.

May God bless him, and may God
bless Texas.
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CATHY GERAGHTY

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor my dear friend and champion of
biodiversity, Cathy Geraghty.

I am pleased to announce that Cathy
is the 2023 recipient of the Dr. George
B. Rabb Force of Nature Award. During
her two-decade-long career with the
Forest Preserves of Cook County,
Cathy has pushed the organization for-
ward in tackling conservation issues,
particularly with her drafting of the
Next Century Conservation Plan.

With an implementation strategy
that includes volunteer outreach, tying
the preserves to the economic future of
Chicago, restoring 30,000 acres to full
health, and leading with transparency,
this plan will continue to improve our
forest preserves and increase the com-
munity that supports them.

When she isn’t working with the For-
est Preserves of Cook County, she
spends her free time serving as a proud
member of the Chicago Wilderness Alli-
ance Steering Committee, who has
awarded her this honor. Cathy is a true
force of nature, and I could not be more
proud of my friend and the work she
has done to support our environment.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL SCHOOL
CHOICE WEEK

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for one minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful to recognize the
upcoming celebrations for National
School Choice Week. Partnering with
over 27,000 schools around the country,
the focus is to inform parents of the
education options available, meeting
the needs for each family.

This year, there will be over 390 bi-
partisan events in South Carolina
bringing attention to the education op-
tions available. Districts are beginning
to provide open enrollment practices,
such as Richland County School Dis-
trict One.

Open enrollment allows choosing the
right school for unique learning and
childcare needs. Educators are also ap-
preciated, beginning with my wife,
Roxanne, a dedicated educator and
teacher.

I am also grateful for South Carolina
Governor Henry McMaster and Super-
intendent of Education Ellen Weaver
for their promoting leadership.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with Biden
open borders for terrorists. It is sadly
clear there will be more 9/11 attacks
across America imminent, as has been
warned by the FBI.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the vot-
ers of Iowa for supporting Donald
Trump.
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PROPOSED FDA MENTHOL BAN

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for one minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as the President is heading to
North Carolina to talk about jobs,
there is contemplation of finalizing a
rule to ban menthol cigarettes and fla-
vored cigars.

I want to make clear: I came to Con-
gress to be a champion for jobs, not get
rid of them. If finalized, this rule would
rip jobs away from eastern North Caro-
lina and our State. We must be con-
cerned about health and economic
wellness. It is about the 27,000 jobs in
North Carolina that hang in the bal-
ance.

Menthol cigarettes support over 6,000
jobs, with 2,000 in manufacturing alone.
These jobs aren’t just numbers; they
represent people, families, homes, and
the American Dream. It is about how
we put food on the table and send our
kids to school.

Wiping out these jobs is unaccept-
able. I will stay in this fight today, to-
morrow, and into the future for eastern
North Carolina.

———

PAUL KERCHUM

(Mr. CISCOMANI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for one minute and to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the legacy of Paul
Kerchum. At the time of his death, Mr.
Kerchum was one of the last survivors
of the Bataan Death March.

Paul enlisted in the military in 1938,
beginning a 29-year military career. In
1942, Paul was taken as a POW in the
Philippines and forced to march for 65
miles in what is now known as the Ba-
taan Death March.

Following his retirement in 1966, he
and his wife, Gloria, made Arizona
their home. For Paul, civilian life in-
cluded hours of community service and
impactful public speaking, sharing his
story of bravery and courage.

Later this month, the Benson Munic-
ipal Airport will be renamed in Paul’s
honor.

Mr. Speaker, while we will never be
able to fully express our gratitude for
Paul’s service, we hope this serves as a
small token of appreciation.

————

TRUMP EMOLUMENT CLAUSE

(Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for one minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. Speaker, I recently joined col-
leagues on the House Oversight Com-
mittee in releasing a report confirming
what we have known all along, that
Donald Trump and his family, espe-
cially the Kushners, participated in the
largest Presidential grift in history.
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We have records of 20 foreign govern-
ments funneling millions through
Trump properties and into Donald
Trump’s pockets while he was Presi-
dent, all in violation of the U.S. Con-
stitution.

This is just the tip of the iceberg. We
have only been able to access payments
and illegal gifts from four Trump prop-
erties. Trump owns hundreds of prop-
erties and businesses.

Despite the different cover-ups, we
can still prove that Trump and Jared
Kushner were making national secu-
rity decisions while he and his family
were getting bribes and paid by the
same foreign powers. Millions were
being spent by countries like China and
Saudi Arabia, and we need immediate
answers on why Jared Kushner got a $2
billion Saudi investment fund just
months after leaving the White House.

We have been raising the alarm on
this issue over and over. The corrup-
tion is unacceptable, and we must hold
the Trump crime family accountable.

———

NO TAX DOLLARS TOWARD
ABORTION

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks the anniversary of the Roe
v. Wade case, which prevented States
from protecting unborn children from
the mass murder we now call abortion.

Thankfully, last year, that case was
overturned by Dobbs v. Jackson. That
case was celebrated across the country
by everyone who wants to protect
these sweet little babies.

The day that case was decided, I went
out to the front of the Supreme Court,
and I saw crowds of young people cele-
brating the victory. They were playing
music, blowing bubbles, and just hav-
ing a great time.

I also saw crowds of angry pro-abor-
tion activists chanting, holding ob-
scene signs, and even crying. They
were mourning the fact that abortion
couldn’t be forced on States that didn’t
want it anymore. Unfortunately, some
of these people were Members of Con-
gress.

Every step of the way, my pro-abor-
tion colleagues have blocked our ef-
forts to protect babies from abortion.
They have pushed for taxpayers to fund
it. My constituents don’t want their
tax dollars paying for doctors to Kkill
babies. They call it healthcare, to
make it seem less evil than it is, but,
Mr. Speaker, it is like putting lipstick
on a pig. It just doesn’t work.

When faced with the true horrors of
abortion, most Americans don’t want
to see this happen, and they certainly
don’t want to be forced to pay for it. It
is sad that I even need to say this, but
we will fight to protect babies from
being killed as long as I am in Con-
gress.
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