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Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas
changed his vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall No. 11.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
No. 11.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
missed a rollcall vote today. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
No. 11.

Stated against:

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, | was unavail-
able to vote because of travel delays due to
weather. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall No. 11.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the
Journal, which the Chair will put de
novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

DENOUNCING THE BIDEN ADMINIS-
TRATION’S OPEN-BORDERS POLI-
CIES, CONDEMNING THE NA-
TIONAL SECURITY AND PUBLIC
SAFETY CRISIS ALONG THE
SOUTHWEST BORDER, AND URG-
ING PRESIDENT BIDEN TO END
HIS ADMINISTRATION’S OPEN-
BORDERS POLICIES

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 969, I call up the
resolution (H. Res. 957) denouncing the
Biden administration’s open-borders
policies, condemning the national secu-
rity and public safety crisis along the
southwest border, and urging President
Biden to end his administration’s open-
borders policies, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 969, the resolution is considered
read.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 957

Whereas the United States is in the midst
of the worst border security crisis in the Na-
tion’s history;

Whereas, during every month of the Biden
administration, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has encountered more than
100,000 illegal aliens along the southwest bor-
der;

Whereas the total number of illegal aliens
encountered along the southwest border dur-
ing the Biden administration exceeds 7 mil-
lion;

Whereas the Biden administration has re-
leased at least 3.3 million of those illegal
aliens into the interior of the United States;

Whereas, during the Biden administration,
more than 1.7 million known illegal alien
‘“‘gotaways’ have successfully evaded U.S.
Border Patrol along the southwest border;

Whereas, during the Biden administration,
an untold number of unknown illegal alien
“‘gotaways’ have evaded detection along the
southwest border;

Whereas the record 312 illegal aliens on the
Terrorist Screening Dataset encountered by
Border Patrol along the southwest border
during the Biden administration represents a
more than 2,700-percent increase when com-
pared to the total number of such aliens en-
countered during all four years of the pre-
vious administration;

Whereas the Biden administration created
the illegal alien crisis at the southwest bor-
der by terminating the Migrant Protection
Protocols, halting border wall construction,
abusing parole authority, mass releasing
millions of illegal aliens into the country,
and implementing policies that incentivize
illegal immigration, among other actions;

Whereas the Biden administration system-
atically dismantled immigration enforce-
ment and restricted the ability of immigra-
tion officials to deport aliens who violate
United States law, ensuring relatively few
aliens, including criminal aliens, are re-
moved from the country;

Whereas the Biden administration’s lax
immigration enforcement policies have re-
sulted in numerous violent criminal aliens
being released into United States commu-
nities;

Whereas the Biden administration’s lax
border enforcement policies have allowed
fentanyl to saturate United States commu-
nities and kill Americans;

Whereas the Biden administration’s his-
toric border crisis has made every State a
border State;

Whereas the Biden administration refuses
to use tools already at its disposal to end the
border crisis; and

Whereas the Biden administration’s pro-
posed solution to the historic border crisis—
legislation to grant amnesty to tens of mil-
lions of illegal aliens—will do nothing but
incentivize additional illegal immigration:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) denounces the Biden administration’s
open-borders policies;

(2) condemns the national security and
public safety crisis that President Joe Biden,
“‘Border Czar” Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security Alejandro Mayorkas, and
other Biden administration officials have
created along the southwest border; and

(3) urges President Biden to end his admin-
istration’s open-borders policies.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MORAN) and
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MORAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H. Res.
957.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today in support of H. Res. 957, de-
nouncing the Biden administration’s
open-borders policies, condemning the
national security and public safety cri-
sis along the southwestern border, and
urging President Biden to end his ad-
ministration’s open-borders policies.

Mr. Speaker, we have a problem at
our southern border. I represent the
First District of Texas, which is a rural
district located in northeast Texas
comprised of 17 counties. It borders
Louisiana and Arkansas, and although
it is not physically adjacent to the
southern border, my district is directly
impacted by the open-border policies of
the Biden administration, as is every
corner of America today.

The text of my proposed House reso-
lution is simple, straightforward, and
to the point. It denounces the Biden
administration’s open-border policies,
condemns the national security and
public safety crisis caused by these
policies, and urges President Biden to
end them immediately.

Mr. Speaker, why do we need to actu-
ally have this resolution in the House
today? I will tell you, Mr. Speaker. It
is for two primary reasons. One is be-
cause we need to admit that there is a
problem. This House needs to admit
that there is a problem on the border.
Number two, we need to identify the
source of the problem itself. Why do we
have open borders? It is because of the
policies of this administration.

Those two things today, to admit and
to identify, will help lead us to a solu-
tion from this House body and across
the three branches of government.

The border numbers do not lie. In
fact, they tell a clear story about the
depth of the crisis and the proximate
cause rooted in the Biden administra-
tion policies.

Consider that the total number of il-
legal aliens encountered along the
southern border since President Biden
took office exceeds 7 million. At the
same time, the Biden administration
has released at least 3.3 million of
those illegal aliens into the interior of
the United States. This number is larg-
er than the entire population of States
like Nevada, Arkansas, and Kansas. In
fact, it exceeds the combined popu-
lations of Wyoming, Vermont, Alaska,
and North Dakota together.
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Additionally, more than 1.7 million
got-aways and an untold number of un-
known illegal got-aways have success-
fully evaded capture by the U.S. Border
Patrol along the southwestern border.

Mr. Speaker, 312 illegal aliens on the
Terrorist Screening Dataset were en-
countered along the southwestern bor-
der since President Biden took office.
By contrast, consider that during the 4
years of the prior administration, only
11 illegal aliens on that same list were
encountered by Border Patrol.

If we look just at the last quarter, we
see how depraved the situation is on
the southwestern border. More than
785,000 migrant encounters have been
reported just since the beginning of
this fiscal year, and last month’s
record high, the first time ever in
American history, was 300,000-plus en-
counters along the southwestern bor-
der.

In fiscal year 2023, 27,000 pounds of
fentanyl were seized at the southern
border. This is almost double what fis-
cal year 2022 brought at 14,700 pounds,
and it is six times higher than in fiscal
year 2020.

We have seen more than 150,000 unac-
companied minors cross over the U.S.-
Mexico border, and reports indicate
that we have lost contact with over
85,000 of those unaccompanied children.

It used to be that most of the mi-
grants who were coming up to our
southern border were from Mexico, but
now the landscape has changed. In fis-
cal year 2022, migrants from Mexico
crossing illegally made up just 33 per-
cent. Now, individuals are coming from
across the world, more than 150 coun-
tries, and many of those countries have
direct ties with terrorism.

When I was down at Hagle Pass on
the border several months ago, we were
told that there were at least 27 coun-
tries with ties to terrorism that had
immigrants come across that southern
border who were encountered in the
last couple of years. How astounding
and how problematic for this country.

Despite the authority that the Presi-
dent has to fix these issues, he simply
will not do it. What policies are we
talking about? The current administra-
tion has ended the Migrant Protection
Protocols and the remain in Mexico
policy. We are told by border security
people that if we reinstate just remain
in Mexico, that could end up to 70 per-
cent of the encounters that we see
coming across the border.

The administration also has rein-
stated catch-and-release policies. They
have suspended asylum cooperative
agreements with other nations, such as
El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.
They have ignored existing restraints
on the abuse of parole. They have halt-
ed necessary border wall construction.
They have undermined the Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement’s core
mission by preventing them from de-
porting certain aliens who violate U.S.
law. They have enabled use of
smartphone apps to facilitate the re-
lease of border crossers into the United
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States. Moreover, they have redirected
Customs and Border Patrol agents to
do ICE paperwork processing instead of
focusing on law enforcement work.

In short, the current administra-
tion’s policies have led to the numbers
that we are seeing today, numbers like
2.5 million just in the last fiscal year,
2.3 million in the year before, and 1.74
million in the year before compared to
numbers like 400,000 or 500,000 per year
under the prior administration.

One is too many, but 2.5 million is
egregious. It has led to situations like
overcrowded classrooms and children
trafficked to do work in industries un-
suited for children—unsuited for any-
body; millions of dollars in unpaid
medical bills in hospitals across the
U.S., which overwhelm first responders
in border communities; homeless vet-
erans who are getting kicked out of
shelters in favor of illegal aliens; and
even the deaths of tens of thousands of
Americans by fentanyl.
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Because of the increased fentanyl cri-
sis, these effects are being felt in rural
and metropolitan communities in both
blue and red States.

As of the beginning of December, the
city of Denver had spent over $33 mil-
lion to house, feed, and educate around
30,000 illegal aliens. Chicago residents
are up in arms, as well, as are New
York City residents. Their mayor says
that this crisis will destroy the city.

In 2022, here is the number I was cit-
ing for you just a second ago—73,654
people died from fentanyl overdose in
the U.S. This is more than double the
amount of deaths in 2019 and the high-
est in American history.

Assaults on Border Patrol agents
doubled just last year. Nevertheless,
the Biden administration is doubling
down on these open-border policies.

What will it take for them to wake
up?

What will it take for us to find a so-
lution for the border crisis?

There is a lot to be done. There are
lots that can be done by this body and
the Senate and across this government,
but it starts with leadership in the
White House, policy leadership in the
White House to undo the current open-
border policies and to return to the
policies that were preventing this cri-
sis before.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 957 denounces
these open-border policies, condemns
the national security and public crisis
that we are seeing today because of
that, and urges the President to end
those policies immediately. The people
of America deserve better. They de-
serve to have the sovereignty and the
geographic borders of this Nation pro-
tected.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this country is facing
real problems. The right to bodily au-
tonomy is under attack across the Na-
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tion. There was a school shooting just
4 days into the new year, leading to the
tragic death of an 11-year-old and the
injury of 7 others.

Our immigration system cannot
function because Congress has failed to
reform it for over 30 years, and Repub-
lican hard-liners are threatening to
shut down the government if we don’t
‘“‘shut down the border.”

House Republicans are not working
to respond to any of these problems as
they are too busy fighting among
themselves. Their historic dysfunction
has even prompted multiple Members
of their Conference to complain that
they have nothing to campaign on.

Today’s resolution is not going to
help. This resolution will do nothing to
solve the situation at the border. It
proposes no solutions of any Kkind. In
fact, this resolution is nothing more
than a highlight reel of the Republican
talking points on immigration that we
have heard over and over from Repub-
licans since President Biden was sworn
into office.

Let me say once again: The border is
not open. The Biden administration
has been removing people at a record
clip over the last few months, restrict-
ing asylum with a new regulation, and
placing thousands of families in expe-
dited removal.

Since the end of title 42 last May, the
Biden administration has removed or
returned nearly a half million individ-
uals. That is more than the number of
people removed in all of fiscal year 2019
under the Trump administration.

However, because President Biden
isn’t saying that he wants to shoot mi-
grants trying to cross the border, like
Governors Abbott and DeSantis have,
Republicans don’t think he is doing
enough.

Further, despite my colleagues’
claims, fentanyl is largely not coming
into this country between ports of
entry. More than 90 percent of fentanyl
interdicted is stopped at ports of entry
where cartels attempted to smuggle it
in through primarily vehicles driven by
American citizens.

I am not sure how anyone can say the
border is open.

On top of this, at every turn, Repub-
licans have voted against giving the
administration the resources it needs
to do its job. Nearly every current
House Republican voted against the bi-
partisan infrastructure deal in the fis-
cal year 2023 omnibus.

Both of these bills provided signifi-
cant additional funding to increase
staffing and modernize ports of entry
to combat the smuggling of people and
drugs.

We need to work together to address
our broken immigration system. Right
now we have a system where many,
many people come into this country,
present themselves to Border Patrol or
not. They are apprehended. They claim
asylum under our law. They are enti-
tled to a hearing before an immigra-
tion judge, but because we don’t have
enough asylum officers and immigra-
tion judges, their case isn’t heard for
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years, so they are told to come back in
4 years or whatever for their hearing,
and the Republicans call this catch and
release.

If the Biden administration’s pro-
posals for funding for more border
guards, more CBP people, more asylum
and immigration judges would be ap-
proved, then these claims could be ad-
judicated in a matter of weeks, not
years. Those entitled to asylum would
be granted it in weeks and would be
permitted to work, and those not enti-
tled to it would be swiftly deported.

However, due to the lack of resources
caused by Republican insistence on
voting against those resources, this
doesn’t happen, and we have the catch
and release system and millions of peo-
ple staying in this country when they
shouldn’t entirely because of the Re-
publicans, and then they say it is
President Biden’s open border policy.

We need to work together to address
our broken immigration system. Unfor-
tunately, House Republicans insist
they will only consider H.R. 2, their
fantasy, draconian, enforcement-only
bill which stands no chance of passage
in the Senate.

Real solutions require compromise,
but MAGA Republicans aren’t inter-
ested in compromise. What they are in-
terested in is passing bills like the one
before us today. I should say resolu-
tions. This is not a bill.

This resolution is nothing but empty
rhetoric designed to score cheap polit-
ical points that bring us no closer to
meaningful reform.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this resolution, and I hope we
can get to serious work, but mean-
while, we should oppose this resolu-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I get a kick
out of listening to the gentleman from
New York who doesn’t know a darn
thing about the border crisis and gets
to stand up and say: Oh, by golly, 90
percent of the fentanyl they are catch-
ing right there is in the port of entry.

Do you know why they catch it at
the port of entry? Because that is
where you have x-rays for the vehicles
coming in. You have dogs that sniff.
Most of the vehicles are getting picked
up and looked at. It is the same with
the pedestrians coming across.

Do you know why you don’t find it
between the ports of entry where 1.9
million people have come across the
border, Mr. Speaker? You know why
they don’t find it? Let’s say, right now
if you are on the Tohono O’odham res-
ervation, they have 62 miles right there
along the border. You can drive that,
and you are going to see maybe one or
two agents in that entire area.

Do you know why? Because the rest
of them are processing all of the people
that the agents have had to encounter.
They are out at these facilities.

When I was down in Lukeville right
before Christmas, I was standing there
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and I asked, hey, where you from?
Guinea. How about you? Burkina Faso.
How about you? Senegal. How about
you? India. How about you? Pakistan.
They are coming from all over the
world to Lukeville, Arizona.

I happened to be there during a 2-
week period where 30,000 encounters
took place in that area alone. Oh, yeah,
this border is secure. It is closed. What
they don’t tell you is that you have got
a bunch of people coming in between
the ports of entry that we can’t even
catch.

When I was down in Lukeville, we
couldn’t catch them. Why can’t we
catch them? We sense them. In some
places we have sensors. Why couldn’t
we catch them? As I drove along for
miles along that border, I didn’t see a
single agent. Why? Because they are all
back at the facility processing. That is
what they are doing. That is what
these guys have done. That is what the
Democrats have done.

When they say, parole is a good
thing, the statute is real clear: It is
supposed to be particularized. It is sup-
posed to be case by case.

We actually heard in Oversight today
that the million-plus people who have
received parole are all being adju-
dicated on a case-by-case basis. I asked
the witness: Have you ever been down
there and watched the process before
they grant somebody parole? I saw it
on video. Go with me sometimes. Stand
down there, visit, watch it, and you
will be stunned to know that there is
virtually no vetting whatsoever. Why?
We are relying on those individuals to
tell us where they are from and who
they are. That is how open this border
is.

Mr. Speaker, I will say that the gen-
tleman from New York also explained
the reason that they support this ille-
gal migration is because they want
people to pick our vegetables. That is
how they view people coming in from
all around the world.

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to do so,
as well.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the rea-
son the gentleman from Arizona
couldn’t find any Border Patrol agents
is because Republicans have refused to
vote the appropriations to greatly in-
crease the number of Border Patrol
agents that the Biden administration
has proposed.

We know there aren’t enough Border
Patrol agents. The administration
knows this. The administration has
proposed funding for many more Bor-
der Patrol agents, but the Republicans
have refused to vote for it. Then they
complain that they can’t find Border
Patrol agents along the border.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
distinguished gentlewoman from Wash-
ington (Ms. JAYAPAL), the ranking
Democrat on the Immigration Integ-
rity, Security, and Enforcement Sub-
committee.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to H. Res. 957.
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Today, the Republican majority has
brought up a pointless resolution that
does nothing to address the situation
at the border and repeats the same
tired and untrue talking points about
the border.

I, too, want to be clear: The border is
not open. No matter how many times
the Republicans repeat it, it doesn’t
make it true. Every time Republicans
go on television with these false
claims, the only people that are being
empowered by those false claims are
the cartels who use those false claims
to then entice families to come to the
border believing that it is open.

The fact is that Republicans have not
had any interest in doing anything to
fix the border because they want to
keep chaos at the border until the elec-
tion. They want to use immigrants as a
political tool to ramp up fear and xeno-
phobia in the run-up to the election.

Don’t just take it from me, Mr.
Speaker. Take it from my Republican
colleagues themselves. On the issue of
immigration, Representative NEHLS
said: “I’m not willing to do too damn
much right now to help a Democrat
and to help Joe Biden’s approval rat-
ing.”

On the issue of holding Ukraine aid
hostage for unworkable border policies,
Representative CRENSHAW said: ‘‘Some
might even be afraid of giving up the
border as a campaign issue. They don’t
want a solution.” That is from Repub-
licans, not from Democrats.

That is the truth. There are real
changes that are needed to immigra-
tion policies that haven’t been updated
in 30 years. Some even have bipartisan
support, but none of them have moved
because Republicans don’t really want
a solution to this. That is why time
and time again when Republicans had a
chance to support more resources and
personnel for the border, they voted
44n0.77

In 2021 and 2023, nearly every current
House Republican voted against pro-
viding additional funding to increase
staffing and resources at ports of entry
to combat smuggling of people and
drugs.

When my colleague from Arizona
says that everyone is coming to the
border, he is not wrong in that we have
taken away all of the legal pathways
for people to actually be able to come
here and the only one that seems to be
remaining open is now the border.

When he says that agents aren’t out
there, it is because they are processing;
then you should want to fund agents to
be able to process so that we can have
border agents that are out in the field
doing the work that they need.

The President’s supplemental fund-
ing request for the border actually does
include more money for immigration
judges and asylum officers that would
help process people in a legal and or-
derly fashion. It has money for cities
to be able to help people work and sup-
port themselves as they wait for their
immigration papers to be processed.

Furthermore, we could pass the
American Dream and Promise Act and
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the Farm Worker Modernization Act,
which are both bipartisan, to help
bring real solutions to a broken immi-
gration system.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Washington.

Ms. JAYAPAL. However, Repub-
licans won’t agree to that. Why? Be-
cause it would help make the situation
at the border better, and they don’t
want that under any circumstance.

They would rather continue the cru-
elty:

The cruelty of seeing migrants flee-
ing horrific circumstances thanks to
Republican Governors who use their
own military to block Border Patrol
agents from doing their jobs and saving
lives;

The cruelty of blaming immigrants
for everything just to try and win elec-
tions;

The cruelty of separating mothers
from their babies.

That is the extreme Republican play-
book.

Let’s stop wasting everyone’s time
with this empty rhetoric and work on
some real solutions. Vote ‘“‘no’’ on this
fact-free resolution.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3%
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW).

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, a na-
tion without borders is not a nation at
all.

Currently, we have an administration
that prioritizes illegal immigrants over
American citizens, over our own con-
stituents.

Since President Biden took office,
more than 8 million illegal immigrants
have entered our country without con-
sequence; 300,000 since December alone.
Within months, there will be more ille-
gal immigrants than the population of
my home State of New Jersey, a State
that would rank tenth in population
made up of illegals.

Yet, this President, Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas, and my Demo-
cratic colleagues continue to deny that
the crisis even exists, allowing millions
of illegal immigrants, many from coun-
tries that hate America, threatens our
national security, and it is wrong.

Using taxpayer dollars to give illegal
immigrants free healthcare and mak-
ing Americans pay for it is wrong.

Sacrificing the education of our
American children to turn their
schools into shelters for illegal immi-
grants is wrong.

Cutting public safety funding to pay
for services like free housing, free legal
aid, and welfare for illegal immigrants
that many Americans struggle to af-
ford themselves is wrong.

College education subsidies for ille-
gal immigrants is wrong.

Those on the terror watch list slip-
ping through our borders is wrong.

Sanctuary State status, sanctuary
city status is wrong.
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Standing idly by while tens of thou-
sands of Americans, American young
people, die at the hands of illicit
fentanyl that is flowing freely across
our border is wrong.

President Biden and this administra-
tion have had the power to stop it, but
they refuse. Our Democratic colleagues
had a chance to stop it by voting for
H.R. 2, but they refused.

Four years ago this didn’t exist, and
now our Senate colleagues have refused
to take up H.R. 2 and are working to
increase incentives for illegal immi-
grants to come into our country.

We need to get serious. Those respon-
sible must be held accountable, and
once again I demand that this adminis-
tration, for once, put American people
first.

I hope and I pray that everyone will
vote for this good resolution.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. CORREA).

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, let me
just say to my colleagues on this floor
that what is really wrong is to mis-
state the problem, the facts to the
American public.

I have been to the border numerous
times in the last year as a member of
the Committee on Homeland Security,
Subcommittee on Border Security and
Enforcement. I just got back from
Latin America.

I have spoken to the border guards at
our border. Do you know what they
have told me? They need relief. They
need resources. They are tired of work-
ing overtime, two double shifts, not
enough personnel, not enough re-
sources, not enough technology. That
is the answer to the problem.

The problem isn’t an open border.
The border is not open. The problem is
a worldwide refugee challenge. Italy,
Greece, Germany, Colombia, Costa
Rica, and Mexico all have a problem.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentleman
from California.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the solu-
tion is simple. Let’s fund additional re-
sources for our borders, for border se-
curity. Senate Democrats and Senate
Republicans are joining the President
in negotiating a solution. House Demo-
crats are there. I ask my colleagues
across the aisle, join us. Let’s come up
with a solution. America deserves solu-
tions, not political statements.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY).

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, the situa-
tion at the southern border is utterly
untenable. It is an urgent national se-
curity and public safety crisis. Every-
one knows it. The American people
know it. Members on both sides of the
aisle in this House know it, and the
President sure ought to know it.

What we have seen is absolutely be-
yond anything we have ever seen be-
fore. In the 3 years of this administra-
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tion, there have been 6.7 million illegal
border crossings and 1.7 million got-
aways, folks that just evaded detection
by Border Patrol. In the last month, we
had days where there were 10,000 illegal
crossings in a single day.

These numbers are staggering, and
they are unprecedented, but what is
the meaning of those numbers? On the
one hand, it has been an absolute bo-
nanza for the cartels. On the other
hand, it has been an absolute tragedy
for the American people, as we have
truly incredible amounts of fentanyl
coming into the country, taking the
lives of young people in every commu-
nity in our country every day. We have
more and more people suffering
through the horror of human traf-
ficking and being victimized. We have
growing national security risks every
day with the increasing likelihood of
terrorists coming into this country,
putting all Americans at risk.

Mr. Speaker, this isn’t brain surgery.
We know what a secure border looks
like. The House has passed legislation,
the Secure the Border Act, with com-
monsense reforms, beefing up our bor-
der security with physical barriers,
with technology, with Border Patrol,
with commonsense legal reforms to the
parole and the asylum process, even re-
instating remain in Mexico. That one
simple step would solve a good portion
of this problem.

This should not be a political issue.
It is not a partisan issue. It is a basic
matter of governance. It is the most
basic thing that Americans ought to be
able to expect from our government. It
is the most basic responsibility of a
civil society and of a nation-state.

That is why Americans—Democrat,
Republican, Independent, it doesn’t
matter—are urgently calling for
change. This resolution gives voice to
that call for change, and I am proud to
support it.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR).

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, I proud-
ly represent El1 Paso, Texas, a border
community, and I rise today in strong
opposition to this resolution, which is
nothing more than a collection of Re-
publican talking points.

Let’s be clear: Reforming our out-
dated immigration laws is our respon-
sibility, a congressional responsibility,
and it is our responsibility to do so in
a way that actually works and doesn’t
sacrifice our values.

Some Republicans prefer to go on TV
to complain, and others openly ac-
knowledge they don’t want a solution,
including the Speaker of the House,
who says he wants to wait until after
the election.

To those who claim their unworkable
Secure the Border Act is a solution,
please read your bill. You will see that
fundamental to it is that Mexico will
accept every single migrant the U.S.
sends to them. That has never hap-
pened. It will never happen. Therefore,
H.R. 2 is nothing more than a fantasy
for you all.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, for
those Republicans who are tired of
complaining and really want a solu-
tion, please join our bipartisan coali-
tion, a coalition that worked on real
solutions, legislative solutions. It is
called the Dignity Act of 2023. It ad-
dresses the border and beyond and does
it in a way that doesn’t sacrifice our
values. Please join us. Let’s fix this to-
gether because we can.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. WILLIAMS).

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to denounce President
Biden’s open border policies that have
fueled the invasion—I repeat invasion—
of our country through our southern
border. I wonder how many of my lib-
eral friends across the aisle have actu-
ally even been to the border.

Let us be clear: This is a crisis of
Biden’s making. He has not been to the
border nor has Vice President HARRIS
been to the border. They have been to
a parking lot in El Paso, Texas, and
that is as good as they could do.

For over 3 years now, Biden has ig-
nored calls from the American people
to secure our border and protect Amer-
ican lives. This administration’s failed
policies have allowed over 8 million il-
legal immigrants to cross into our
country, forcing border States such as
my home State of Texas to take mat-
ters into their own hands, only to be
attacked by Biden’s out-of-reach DOJ
and be sued for protecting the lives of
Texans.

It is time President Biden and his ad-
ministration are held accountable for
the lack of action at our southern bor-
der.

From my very first day, I have
fought against the radical left’s open
border and pro-amnesty policies and
the House Republicans have done their
job with real solutions and passed H.R.
2 to fully fund and secure our border,
but that too has been ignored by Sen-
ator SCHUMER and President Biden.

This is not the border between New
York and New Jersey. It is totally dif-
ferent. Some don’t see it that way.
Today, we take another stand. I urge
my colleagues to support H. Res. 957 to
denounce President Biden’s open bor-
der policies. In God we trust.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the distinguished gentleman for
yielding, and I am very glad that my
colleagues, and some from Texas, want
to have the real truth discussed on this
floor.

The real truth is that President
Biden has not fostered nor encouraged
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open borders. In fact, the United States
does not have open borders.

It would be truly an act of real lead-
ership if Republicans would work with
Democrats and the present administra-
tion to do as was done during the
Reagan administration when, yes,
whether you agreed or disagreed, immi-
gration laws were passed. If this Re-
publican contingent of Members, House
and Senate, would work, we would find
a resolution to some of the concerns
that we have.

It is very clear that the impeachment
of Secretary Mayorkas is not a solu-
tion. The present resolution that we
have is not a solution.

Today, there are approximately 38,000
people in immigration detention,
which is 4,000 more than what DHS is
funded for. People without facts don’t
realize, somewhat similar to Trump,
many of us are concerned about due
process rights, but when accusations
are made about one party is better
than another, that is not true. Of
course, there were those removed under
title 42, and the Biden administration
did that when that law was in place.
The total is nearly equivalent to the
number of people removed in all of fis-
cal 2019 in the past administration.

However, this administration wants
to put forward reasonable and effective
legislation so that we will get an addi-
tional 1,300 Border Patrol agents, 375
immigration judges, 1,600 asylum offi-
cers to speed up processing of asylum
claims, 1,000 CBP officers, new detec-
tion technology for ports of entry, ad-
ditional investigative capabilities to
combat fentanyl trafficking, and $1.4
billion more to help communities re-
ceiving migrants.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
quickly, fentanyl is not an immigra-
tion issue. It is a criminal issue, a
crime issue. It is where we have to
come together with our law enforce-
ment across America.

What I will say, the utilization of
State laws that effectively are not gov-
erned by the Constitution, States do
not have immigration authority, and
blocking the Border Patrol is not an ef-
fective immigration tool. Causing a
mother and two of her children to die
is not an immigration tool. I don’t
want to be a part of it.

I want to be a part of the work that
the President is doing. I thank the
President and Vice President. I want
this House to be helping in this work
so that we can, in fact, have border so-
lutions that work, where visas are able
to be given to the appropriate people.

Limiting or removing parole does not
work.

Additionally, 8.3 million relatives of
U.S. citizens and legal residents are
awaiting a green card. That does not
work.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an article written by David J. Bier ti-

H169

tled: ‘8.3 Million Relatives of U.S. Citi-
zens & Legal Residents Awaited Green
Cards in 2022.”
[May 17, 2023]
8.3 MILLION RELATIVES OF U.S. CITIZENS &
LEGAL RESIDENTS AWAITED GREEN CARDS IN
2022

(By David J. Bier)

The United States hit a new record of
about 8.3 million immigrants at various
stages in its family-sponsored permanent
residence process in 2022—an increase of
nearly 1 million since 2019. The staggering
number of pending cases is primarily the re-
sult of outdated caps on green cards, but
processing delays are also affecting a sub-
stantial number of applicants.

The U.S. immigration system’s current
caps came into effect in fiscal year 1992. Fig-
ure 1 breaks down the family-based backlog
into its two main categories: immediate rel-
atives (‘“‘uncapped’) and family preference
immigrants (‘‘capped’’) from 1992 to 2022. Im-
mediate relatives—spouses, minor children,
and parents of adult U.S. citizens—have no
direct cap (though their admissions reduce
the cap for the family preference (or capped)
immigrants from 480,000 to 226,000). The im-
mediate relative backlog has increased from
about 73,000 in 1992 to over 1 million in 2022.

Family preference immigrants are spouses
and children of legal permanent residents,
adult children of U.S. citizens, and siblings
of adult U.S. citizens, as well as any spouses
and minor children of those relatives. Immi-
grants who need a cap number available to
apply for a green card made up about 86 per-
cent of the family-based backlog in 2022.
From 1992 to 2022, the number of capped fam-
ily-sponsored immigrants stuck in the back-
log increased from about 3.3 million to about
7.1 million. The cap is set at 226,000 annually.

These estimates differ significantly from
the most commonly referenced source for in-
formation on the family-sponsored green
card backlog: the State Department’s annual
immigrant visa waiting list report. The num-
bers from that report are shown in orange
(Petition Approved-Wait Listed (Abroad)),
but that report does not include several
groups of applicants. It excludes the ‘“‘imme-
diate relative’” or uncapped categories, any-
one waiting to apply inside the United
States, and—most importantly—anyone
whose petition is yet to be adjudicated. As
Figure 2 shows, 3.6 million had a sponsor’s
petition pending. This massive backlog in
pending petitions is largely because of the
government’s correct view that it shouldn’t
waste resources adjudicating applications
that will not result in a green card being
issued thanks to the cap.

The overall cap is set at 226,000, but it is di-
vided into 5 categories based on the immi-
grant’s marital status and relationship to
the U.S. sponsor:

1. F-1—Married adult children of U.S. citi-
zens: 23,400

2. F-2A—Spouses and minor children of
legal permanent residents: ~687,900

3. F-2B—Unmarried adult children of legal
permanent residents: ~626,300

4. F-3—Unmarried adult children of U.S.
citizens: 23,400

5. F-4—Siblings of U.S. citizens: 65,000

In addition, immigrants from each country
have a separate limit. No single birthplace
can receive more than 7 percent of the green
cards, though 75 percent of the F-2A cat-
egory aren’t counted against the cap.

As a result of the country caps and cat-
egory caps, applicants face wildly different
potential wait times: anywhere from 6 years
to 233 years (effectively infinite). As seen in
Table 1, the odds of a new family-sponsor
surviving to be able to act as a sponsor when
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a green card is available under the cap is low
in many category-country combinations.
Virtually all new sponsors from Mexico in
2022—outside the F-2A category—will die be-
fore their family member receives a green
card. In fact, nearly 40 percent of all new
sponsors in 2022 and 58 percent of sponsors in
non-F-2A categories will die before their rel-
atives get to immigrate. Even if the sponsor
survives for eternity, about 1.6 million immi-
grants currently in the backlog will die be-
fore receiving a green card.

Even the shortest wait for F-2A category—
for spouses and minor children of green card
holders—is unconscionable. 6 to 10 years to
wait to be with your nuclear family? This
would be unimaginable in nearly all devel-
oped democracies. The United States stands
apart in having some of the most restrictive
immigration laws among wealthy countries.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Restricting im-
migration and parole is a lose-lose situ-
ation, as is rejecting DACA young peo-
ple who are, in fact, ready to be para-
medics, lawyers, doctors, teachers.

The White House calls on Congress to
advance critical national security.

All of this is what President Biden is
doing, and I would make the argument
that this is what we should be doing in
order to have real immigration reform.
I ask that we do not support the under-
lying bill.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong opposi-
tion to H. Res. 957—denouncing the Biden
administration’s open-borders policies, con-
demning the national security and public safe-
ty crisis along the southwest border, and urg-
ing President Biden to end his administration’s
open-borders policies.

This resolution is yet another shameful effort
to distract the American people with unviable
solutions for immigration and border control—
all in the face of inaction to prevent our gov-
ernment from shutting down once again.

This resolution does nothing to address le-
gitimate issues at the southern border—in-
stead, it repeats an old list of hyperbolic Re-
publican talking points on immigration.

Rather than working constructively to ad-
dress these issues, House Republicans con-
tinue to make the evidence-free argument that
President Biden, Vice President Harris, and
Secretary Mayorkas have intentionally created
a “national security and public safety crisis” at
the southern border.

This bill peddles the false narrative that
President Biden has an open-borders policy
and vi11ainizes immigrants fleeing dangerous
situations.

And it does nothing to advance common
sense solutions to improve our immigration
system like creating better legal pathways, in-
creasing processing capacity at ports of entry,
or funding more immigration judges to reduce
the asylum backlog.

It is truly shameful that just days until a gov-
ernment shutdown, my Republican colleagues
continue to waste time with a resolution that
repeats the same, tired, inaccurate talking
points on immigration and the border.

Once again, Republicans talk a big game
when it comes to immigration and border se-
curity—but instead of trying to pass thoughtful
and bipartisan legislation that might fix the
problems in our immigration system, their res-
olution accomplishes nothing.

Let’s look at the facts.

Today, there are approximately 38,000 peo-
ple in immigration detention, which is 4,000
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more than what DHS is funded for and roughly
what the Trump administration averaged in
Fiscal Year 2018.

The Biden administration has also signifi-
cantly increased removals (in ways that many
in our caucus worry violates due process).

Since the end of Title 42 last year, the
Biden administration has removed or returned
to Mexico over 470,000 individuals, including
over 78,000 individual members of family
units, including children.

The total is nearly equivalent to the number
of people removed in ALL of fiscal year 2019
under the Trump administration.

This is hardly an open border.

Time and again, my colleagues across the
aisle have refused to support additional re-
sources and personnel for the border.

In 2021, all but six current House Repub-
licans voted against the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Deal, which provided additional funding to
ports of entry to combat smuggling of people
and drugs, and for modernization.

All but two current House Republicans voted
against providing robust funding for Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) and border secu-
rity operations in the Fiscal Year 2023 appro-
priations omnibus legislation.

That bill provided more than $17 billion to
CBP, including funding for an additional 300
U.S. Border Patrol agents—the first increase
since 2011.

The omnibus also included $60 million to
hire 125 CBP officers and $70 million for non-
intrusive inspection technology to detect nar-
cotics and firearms at ports of entry.

In October of 2023, the Biden administration
sent Congress a supplemental funding re-
quest, which included an additional $13.6 bil-
lion for border security.

Yet House Republicans refuse to schedule
a vote on this funding request, which would
provide the Biden administration the resources
it needs to secure the border and provide ad-
ditional support for communities receiving mi-
grants.

More specifically, this supplemental funding
would pay for the following:

an additional 1,300 Border Patrol agents;

375 immigration judges and 1,600 asylum
officers to speed up processing of asylum
claims;

1,000 CBP officers with a focus on coun-
tering fentanyl;

new detection technology for ports of entry;

additional investigative capabilities to com-
bat fentanyl trafficking; and

$1.4 billion more in grants to help commu-
nities receiving migrants, among other invest-
ments.

Democrats have put forward good faith bi-
partisan solutions to actually secure the border
by expanding lawful pathways to relieve pres-
sure on the border and adequately fund gov-
ernment agencies.

By forcing a vote on a meaningless resolu-
tion filled with empty rhetoric, Republicans are
showing they have no real solutions to ad-
dress the border. Members should not take
the bait.

In sum, this resolution is a pitiful attempt to
continue the politicization of our government’s
ability to function.

All a vote would do is put every Republican
who supports it on record pushing this ex-
treme agenda.

This is not what Congress should be fo-
cused on. Democrats and President Biden will
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stay focused on putting people over politics
and keeping our government funded and func-
tioning for the American people.

As such, | ask my colleagues to vote NO on
this shameful resolution providing for debate
on these highly politicized and dangerous bills.
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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CLOUD).

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, if we were
to ask the cartels to design a border se-
curity apparatus for the United States,
it would look very much like the one
the Biden administration has given
us—just enough of the illusion of bor-
der security for them to be able to
charge a hefty premium but not
enough to actually stop their traf-
ficking of humans and drugs into our
country.

The truth is, the Biden administra-
tion has every single authority and
more resources than the Trump admin-
istration had to secure the border, but
they refuse to do so. They blame Texas.
They blame us in Congress by saying
they need more money.

As one Border Patrol agent I talked
to just 2 weeks ago on the border said,
it is like we are holding a bucket in
front of an open fire hydrant, and they
keep asking for more buckets. We need
to cap the fire hydrant.

The problem from Congress’ perspec-
tive is that we send over a check to the
administration, and on the memo col-
umn, we put ‘‘border security,” but
this administration has taken that
check, cashed it, and used it to aid and
abet cartels with human trafficking
and drug trafficking into our country.
We have to stop this.

Money that is set aside for natural
disasters to help Americans through
FEMA goes to help NGOs, this entire
cottage industry where cartels bring
migrants to our country. Our border se-
curity apparatus, along with NGOs and
Federal taxpayer funding, is then used
to transport them throughout the
country, where many times the cartels
pick up that relationship and keep mi-
grants in indentured servitude and as
sex slaves. We cannot continue to allow
this to happen.

What is happening when we talk
about processing who is coming across
the border right now? Primarily, it is
military-age single adults.

When our border security has to col-
lapse to a processing center, it leaves
hundreds of miles open. It is where we
have what we call known got-aways
and, even more dangerous, the un-
known got-aways that are coming
across our border.

We have no idea what is happening.
We have to secure our border. It is a
humanitarian issue. It is a national se-
curity issue.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ).

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to oppose H. Res. 957.

I have a question. If we have open
borders, which is what I hear on the
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Homeland Security Committee all the
time, then let me ask this question:
Why are people dying—children—in the
Rio Grande while attempting to enter
our country?

Let me ask another question. Why
are there over 38,000 people right now
sitting in immigration detention? If
the borders are open, why are families
living in fear of separation by deporta-
tion?

We know many of them because they
go to church with us—at least, I go to
church with some of those immigrant
families.

Republicans are not serious about
making real policy change because if
they were, they would do a couple of
the things that you see on my board
here: allocate resources and capacity
to make our borders safer; adopt smart
tech to stem fentanyl brought into the
U.S. through the ports of entry, much
of it by American citizens; expedite
and expand work permits to address
our labor shortages that are driving in-
flation; and alleviate the conditions
across Latin America that motivate
families to migrate.

I have been to the border. My mother
crossed the border with me. I can tell
you that the borders are not, in fact,
open.

I invite those serious about change,
though, to support any or all of the so-
lutions, the things that we were sent to
do here—find solutions.

I invite you to abandon H. Res. 957,
which is a political stunt, and those
sham impeachments that make no
meaningful policy progress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
see through the political performance
of 2023. Let’s leave it in ’23. We
shouldn’t have brought it into ’24. Let’s
vote hell no to H. Res. 957.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. VAN DUYNE).

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my Texas col-
league’s resolution condemning the
purposeful actions of the Biden admin-
istration and Secretary Mayorkas for
turning over our Nation’s security and
southern border to Mexican cartels and
ushering in a vast tsunami of over 10

million illegal immigrants, who are
overwhelming our cities and our
States.

Ten million illegal immigrants have
come here illegally, yet my Demo-
cratic colleagues insist the border is
closed, nothing to see here.

Indeed, the Biden administration has
enabled a horrific new era of human
slavery, forced labor, and child sex
trafficking that is destroying the lives
of tens of thousands of people and caus-
ing crime to escalate across America,
all because they refuse to enforce our
laws that are already written.

This isn’t about creating a whole new
immigration process. This is about
forcing the administration and agen-
cies to do their jobs.
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Democrats admit that the Presi-
dent’s additional funding request isn’t
about securing the border or national
security, but it is about processing
illegals faster into the country.

With more than 100,000 dead Ameri-
cans from Chinese-supplied and Mexi-
can cartel-trafficked fentanyl into our
country, we need to understand that we
are at war.

The Biden administration has glee-
fully brought this misery and destruc-
tion to the American people. The first
job of the Federal Government is to
protect our rights and protect our
homeland. Unfortunately, under the
Biden administration’s disgraceful and
dangerous actions, the American peo-
ple are less safe. We face a national se-
curity catastrophe, and the Ileftists
running the White House could not
care less.

All of Congress should stand up for
the American people, stand up for truly
secure borders, and empower Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement and the
brave men and women of our Border
Patrol to do their jobs, lock down the
border, and fight the Mexican cartels.
This is what Americans want, and this
is what Americans deserve.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB).

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, there is no
denying that our immigration system
is broken and so deteriorated. The last
time that Congress passed any immi-
gration reform, real reform, was in
1996. That was 28 years ago.

It is not just Democrats or Repub-
licans to blame. Frankly, both parties
have completely failed to find the cour-
age to really, truly dig deep and fix our
broken immigration system. Prison
first, humanity later doesn’t work. We
have a responsibility to act.

I have to tell you, as a former immi-
gration attorney, I remember U.S. citi-
zens waiting 10 years or more just to
bring their children over, and it is even
longer for those in Mexico. Siblings
wait 12, 15, even 20 years to unite with
their family members. The system is
completely broken and does not work
for our country.

Our immigrant neighbors deserve to
live with human dignity, stability, and
equal recognition as valued members of
communities.

Right now, we have so many U.S.
citizens who cannot have their immi-
grant spouses adjust their status here
in the United States. Look it up.

It is so important to understand that
we need to protect our immigration
process by actually making sure it
meets the needs of our country. For far
too long, millions of our immigrant
neighbors have waited in limbo while
they face numerous challenges and ob-
stacles to obtain legal status and a
pathway to citizenship.

Please remember that migrants and
asylum seekers come to our country to
escape violence and seek a better life
for their families. They should not be
vilified, locked in cages, or dehuman-
ized.
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I ask all of us to please stop with the
fearmongering. These policies are root-
ed in racism, xenophobia, and white na-
tionalism. We must change our course.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Wy-
oming (Ms. HAGEMAN).

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, for
years, we have sounded the alarm
about the crisis at our southern border.
Yet, this can no longer be called a cri-
sis.

What we face is an existential threat
to our Nation, and it is a threat en-
abled by the Biden administration.
Since taking office, the Biden adminis-
tration has flouted and defied countless
laws of the United States in order to
prop up their blatantly illegal open-
border policies.

Countless officials, including Biden,
Vice President HARRIS, and Secretary
of Homeland Security Mayorkas, have
violated their oath of office by failing
to faithfully discharge the duties of
their offices and protect our Nation.

Under President Biden, 8 million ille-
gal aliens have been stopped at our bor-
ders, and over 1.7 million known got-
aways have entered the Nation, with
an untold number of illegal aliens
crossing undetected.

In total, Biden’s border failures have
resulted in illegal immigrant totals
that are well over 14 times the entire
population of the State of Wyoming.

The 94 executive actions taken in
President Biden’s first 100 days alone
have decimated all progress made by
the Trump administration to secure
our Nation, ending the remain in Mex-
ico program, halting construction on
the border wall, and handicapping the
ability of Federal law enforcement to
actually enforce the law. These actions
and dozens like them by the Biden ad-
ministration have deliberately created
an environment where the rule of law
no longer exists, where fentanyl Kkills
our children and friends, and where no
community in America can be consid-
ered safe.

Our hospitals are incurring literally
tens of millions of dollars in uncom-
pensated care, and our farmers are
going broke because of the destruction
of their crops.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of H. Res. 957 and call on
the Biden administration to end their
dangerous open-border policies that
place Americans at risk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We know from the newspapers and
from talking to our colleagues in the
Senate that Senate negotiators, Demo-
crats and Republicans, are close to an
agreement on a bill to provide for bor-
der security and an immigration bill.

The Speaker of the House has said
that no matter what they agree to, he
is not willing to look at it, that he is
not willing to have this House pass any
immigration bill whatsoever.
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It ill behooves the Republicans to
decry lack of border security when the
Speaker of the House has announced
that under no circumstances will they
do anything about it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF).

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of my Texas colleague’s H. Res.
957.

We all know the eye-watering fig-
ures: 10 million greater than the popu-
lation of our seventh largest State, 1.7
million got-aways.

I want to focus on the 100,000 minors
that we have literally lost in the inte-
rior of the United States, supposedly
because under some treaty, we are not
authorized to collect and store infor-
mation on minors.

They are simply in the United
States, who knows doing what—slave
trade, indentured servitude. The car-
tels will collect their pound of flesh
from the people who pay them to bring
them across the border.

They are in every State, and they are
in many of our cities. They are now
collecting from indentured servants,
from the sex trade, from the slavery
that we have, from the fentanyl that
they bring across and sell.

No new policy, no new law, no new
tax dollars are a solution for this issue.
It is the lawless behavior of the admin-
istration that must change.

If you want a solution, I urge my col-
leagues across the aisle to address the
lawless behavior of this administra-
tion. That is the only solution to se-
cure our border.
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, we need to work to-
gether to address our broken immigra-
tion system. Enforcement alone cannot
fix it. We know this because that ap-
proach has largely failed for three dec-
ades.

We need to update our immigration
system so that it meets the needs of
our country. We need a balanced, bipar-
tisan approach that expands Ilawful
pathways. This will help relieve pres-
sure on the border and allow people to
come to this country in an orderly and
efficient way.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution will ac-
complish none of that. Instead of
reaching across the aisle in search of
meaningful solutions, this resolution
uses empty rhetoric to score cheap po-
litical points.

This resolution doesn’t claim to ac-
complish anything for immigration re-
form. All it does is condemn President
Biden.

In a Congress that has broken records
for its lack of accomplishments, this is
just one more useless bill that does
nothing to help the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“no,” and I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, these are some of the
things that my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have said today.

The border is not open. Mr. CORREA,
Ms. JACKSON LEE, and Mr. NADLER all
said that.

Ms. JAYAPAL said: ‘“They don’t want
a solution.”

Mr. CORREA also said that we need
more resources.

In fact, that was one of the mantras
throughout the debate today from the
other side of the aisle: more resources,
more resources, more resources.

Let me just tell you, funding is not
the issue. Funding is at an all-time
high for our border protection. Despite
border protection funding being at an
all-time high, we are seeing record-
high encounters at the border.

Why is that? There is one reason for
that. It is the administration’s current
policies.

I have provided this analogy several
times to individuals over the months
leading up to this debate: When I was
being elected, I had a flood at my
house. I came home one night, and
there was water all over the floor in
my house.

My first reaction was not to stand
there and say that I needed to go get a
bunch of moppers to come in and mop
up the water that is there. My first re-
action was to find where the water leak
was and turn off the valve to shut off
the flood.

Mr. Speaker, that is exactly what we
need to do. That is what this resolution
re-sounds the alarm about. We have
been talking about this for years on
this side of the aisle. Apparently, both
sides of the aisle are not getting the
message.

This resolution helps us to admit
that there is a problem. It helps us
identify the cause and solve it.

Mr. Speaker, if the other side of the
aisle was in charge of the flood at my
house, they would say: Well, let’s just
let the flood continue and hire a bunch
more moppers to come in to try to
clean it up.

That is simply not the solution. You
have to turn that valve off first. You
have to stop the incursion of water. In
this case, you have to stop the incur-
sion of migrants coming across our
border illegally.

It is a matter of the rule of law. It is
a matter of the sovereignty of the
United States. It is a matter of enforc-
ing those laws that are on the books
today and, frankly, a matter of the will
of the administration to put back in
place those policies that were working
before 2021 began.

Mr. Speaker, I am astounded by the
fact that even today we are hearing
over and over again from the other side
of the aisle that the border is not open.
I urge my colleagues to go visit. Hav-
ing been in Eagle Pass and El Paso, I
can tell you that it is casual. That is
the word I would use for it. Watching
people, myself, coming across the bor-
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der casually and then taken right to a
processing center, and before you know
it, out into the interior of the United
States to who knows where and who
knows when to be found again and who
knows what they are going to do in our
midst.

Mr. Speaker, we are seeing a rise of
terrorism across this world. To allow
our southern border to have the porous
nature it does presently puts our Na-
tion at risk. It is a national security
issue that must be solved. We must
have the will to do it.

Frankly, the Republicans have al-
ready proposed the right solution: H.R.
2

Mr. Speaker, I was proud to be one of
the original eight cosponsors of H.R. 2,
and we need to pass that in its en-
tirety.

We certainly need to work with Sen-
ate Democrats and Republicans and the
administration to get that done, but
before that happens and for the last 3
years what should have been happening
is that the administration should have
enforced the policies that the prior ad-
ministration had in place to solve the
problem once and for all to get us to a
place where we can, in fact, have our
sovereignty restored, our geographic
borders protected, and the interior of
the United States protected.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the resolution, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, while the do-nothing extreme MAGA Re-
publican majority wastes the time of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security with a phony,
baseless impeachment “investigation,” they
occupy the House floor with a symbolic resolu-
tion equally as false.

Put simply, there are no so-called “open-
borders policies” to denounce.

The Biden administration is, in fact, fulfilling
its Constitutional responsibility to secure
America’s southern border. It is apprehending,
processing, and removing individuals with no
legal basis to remain in the United States in
accordance with the law.

Instead of working with Democrats to solve
the challenges along our southern border, the
extreme MAGA Republicans who run the
House of Representatives have consistently
squandered opportunities to work across the
aisle to solve the challenges facing our Nation.

Last Congress, they voted against funding
for DHS, to include billions of dollars in in-
creased funding for border security. Demo-
crats, meanwhile, put people over politics and
got those funding bills enacted into law.

Last year, they rejected 43 common-sense
amendments during the Homeland Security
Committee’s markup of its portion of H.R. 2,
the MAGA “Child Deportation Act,” a bill
which would villainize nonprofit organizations
and punish local officials providing aid to the
needy.

This year, instead of constructively partici-
pating in bipartisan negotiations on immigra-
tion reform and border security with the Biden
administration and Homeland Security Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkas, House Repub-
licans are pursuing a sham impeachment of
the Secretary for supposedly not doing his job.

Mr. Speaker, how would the extremists in
the House Republican Conference even know
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Secretary Mayorkas isn’t performing his job?
They’re not showing up to do their job at the
negotiating table.

Instead, dressed in polos and perfectly
creased khakis, MAGA Republicans fly down
to Texas for photo ops while the real work of
legislating remains undone—hamstrung by the
endless drama within the House Republican
Conference.

The talented, hard-working agents and offi-
cers of Customs and Border Protection don’t
need more political photo ops or baseless im-
peachments or symbolic resolutions. They
need resources.

House Republicans would rather shut down
the government than give those with their
boots on the ground what they need to get
their job done.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to vote
“no” on H. Res. 957 and reject extreme
MAGA Republicans’ empty gestures and false
campaign rhetoric.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
share my Republican colleagues’ strong sup-
port of H. Res. 957, to hold the Biden Admin-
istration accountable for their shameful and
disastrous handling of our Nation’s southern
border. Every day, this Administration’s open
border policies are allowing illegal immigrants
and drugs, including fentanyl, to pour into our
country’s communities—including many in
Kentucky’s 5th Congressional District. It must
be stopped.

The President has outright refused to en-
force the law, and Americans are suffering for
it. Data has shown that drug seizures at the
U.S.-Mexico border increased by over 58 per-
cent from 2022-2023, not to mention the
drugs and fentanyl that are going around our
ports of entry. In 2022, fentanyl killed over
70,000 people and accounted for over 50 per-
cent of all overdose deaths, which are only in-
creasing because of this crisis.

| urge my colleague to stand together to
condemn this Administration’s shameful treat-
ment of our southernmost border by passing
this resolution.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to H. Res. 957. We have all
seen what is unfolding on our southern border,
and the humanitarian and security issues it
raises. The complex problems facing our im-
migration system need comprehensive reform,
not more rhetoric and demonization of immi-
grants.

But rather than working toward real solu-
tions, this week House Republicans are bring-
ing to the floor a partisan resolution con-
demning the Biden Administration over its sup-
posed “open border policy.” Mr. Speaker,
there is no “open border.” The Biden Adminis-
tration has worked from its first day to ensure
that everyone who arrives to the United States
is treated fairly and humanely, while navi-
gating within an outdated and broken immigra-
tion system. Congress has failed to pass any
meaningful efforts to fix it for three decades.

The fact remains, the United States needs
comprehensive immigration reform. Reform
that is compassionate, fair, and at times firm.
For years, businesses, law enforcement, and
faith groups have reiterated the harms of the
current immigration system. We do not need
more resolutions that do nothing but parrot
partisan talking points.

This Congress, Republicans have dem-
onstrated no willingness to engage in finding
solutions. In fact, instead of working toward
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solutions, House Republicans are making the
problem worse. The Biden Administration re-
quested additional resources for the border in
October of last year, including an additional
1,300 border patrol agents and 375 immigra-
tion judges, but Republicans refuse to allow a
vote.

And just today, Speaker JOHNSON was
quoted saying “l don’t think now is the time for
comprehensive immigration reform.”

If now is not the time for action, when is?
If, as this resolution claims, we are in ‘“the
midst of the worst border security crisis in the
Nation’s history,” why is this not the time to
discuss solutions? Republicans must stop
using the immigration system as a political
talking point and an election ploy. Congress
must immediately take meaningful action to re-
form a broken immigration system.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VALADAO). All time for debate has ex-
pired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 969,
the previous question is ordered on the
resolution and the preamble.

The question is on adoption of the
resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

—————

RECRUITING FAMILIES USING
DATA ACT OF 2023

Mr. FEENSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3058) to amend parts B and E of
title IV of the Social Security Act to
improve foster and adoptive parent re-
cruitment and retention, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3058

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recruiting Fam-
ilies Using Data Act of 2023”.

SEC. 2. STATE PLAN AMENDMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 422 of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 622) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(7), by inserting ‘‘through
the development and implementation of a family
partnership plan which meets the requirements
of subsection (d) for identification, recruitment,
screening, licensing, support, and retention of
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foster and adoptive families’” after “are need-
ed’”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(d) FAMILY PARTNERSHIP PLAN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—For purposes of subsection (b)(7), the
requirements for a family partnership plan (in
this subsection referred to as the ‘plan’) are the
following:

‘(1) The plan is developed in consultation
with birth, kinship, foster and adoptive families,
community-based service providers, technical as-
sistance providers, and youth with lived experi-
ence with foster care and adoption.

““(2) The plan describes—

‘“(A) how the State plans to identify, notify,
engage, and support relatives (and others con-
nected to the child) as potential placement re-
sources for children;

‘“‘(B) how the State plans to develop and im-
plement child-specific recruitment plans for
every child in or entering foster care who needs
a foster or adoptive family;

“(C) how the State plans to authentically en-
gage children and youth in recruitment efforts
on their behalf;

‘(D) how the State plans to use data to estab-
lish goals, assess meeds, measure progress, re-
duce wunnecessary placements in congregate
care, increase permanency, improve placement
stability, increase the rate of kinship place-
ments, improve recruitment and retention of
families for teens, sibling groups, and other spe-
cial populations, and align the composition of
foster and adoptive families with the needs of
children in or entering foster care; and

‘“(E) how the State will stand up or support
foster family advisory boards for the purpose of
improving recruitment and retention of foster
and adoptive families.

““(3) The plan provides that, not less than an-
nually, the State shall collect and report on the
State’s actual foster family capacity and con-
gregate care utilization, including the number,
demographics, and characteristics of licensed
foster families, including prospective adoptive
families, the number of such families that
haven’t received a placement or are not being
fully utilizced and the reasons therefor, and the
number, demographics, and characteristics of
children placed in congregate care in-State and
out-of-State.

‘““(4) The plan includes, and shall update not
less than annually, a summary of the most re-
cent feedback from foster and adoptive parents
and youth regarding licensure, training, Sup-
port, and reasons why parents stop fostering or
why adoptive or legal guardianship placements
out of foster care fail or foster and such adop-
tive or legal guardianship families struggle to
meet children’s needs.

‘““(5) The plan includes, and shall update an-
nually, a report on the State’s analysis of spe-
cific challenges or barriers to recruiting, licens-
ing, and utilizing families who reflect the racial
and ethnic background of children in foster care
in the State, and the State’s efforts to overcome
those challenges and barriers.

‘““(6) The plan includes such other information
relating to foster and adoptive parent recruit-
ment and retention as the Secretary may re-
quire.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the amendment made by this sub-
section shall take effect on October 1, 2024.

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION
REQUIRED.—In the case of a State plan approved
under subpart 1 of part B of title IV of the So-
cial Security Act which the Secretary of Health
and Human Services determines requires State
legislation (other than legislation appropriating
funds) in order for the plan to meet the addi-
tional requirements imposed by this subsection,
the State plan shall not be regarded as failing to
comply with the requirements of such part solely
on the basis of the failure of the plan to meet
such additional requirements before the first
day of the first calendar quarter beginning after
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