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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 16, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIAN 
SMITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL FOR 
HOUSING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, this is a picture of 3-year-old Jose 
Urribarri, who is a member of a mi-
grant family in Chicago. Freezing 
weather is just one of the challenges 
facing families like Jose’s as stable 
housing options disappear in the dead 
of winter. 

Catholic Charities of Chicago is one 
of our local agencies leading the way 

and moving families from police sta-
tion floors into better accommoda-
tions, but Catholic Charities cannot do 
it alone. Scarce local resources mean 
that Congress needs to step up, as well. 

Let’s pass emergency supplemental 
funding for cities and bring some hope 
to those like Jose who need it badly 
right now. 

f 

ISRAELI HOSTAGES’ AWARENESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUSTOFF. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Sunday marked 100 days since 
Hamas, an Iranian-backed terrorist or-
ganization, brutally slaughtered, tor-
tured, and kidnapped innocent Israelis. 

On the morning of October 7, 2023, 
these barbaric extremists murdered in-
dividuals and families in cold blood. 
They raped women; they beheaded in-
fants; they mutilated bodies; they 
burned people in their homes; and they 
abducted men, women, children, and 
the elderly. These are things that are 
very hard to say on the floor of the 
House of Representatives. 

This is an incredible statement: More 
Jews were murdered on October 7 than 
on any other single day since the Holo-
caust. Today, 136 innocent hostages 
still remain in Hamas’ custody in Gaza. 

Our hearts ache with the families of 
the hostages. We will not rest until 
every single one of their loved ones re-
turns home. We are waiting for the 
hostages, and we are fighting for them. 

That is why I am honored and privi-
leged to lead a bipartisan initiative in 
the House of Representatives to high-
light the stories of these innocent hos-
tages. Together, it is my hope that we 
can bring awareness to those viciously 
kidnapped by Hamas, and we can clear-
ly say with one voice: Bring them all 
home. 

I will begin by sharing the story of 
Agam Berger. Agam, who is 19 years 

old, was more than one of 240 innocent 
Israelis taken captive by Hamas terror-
ists on October 7. 

According to family and friends, 
Agam loves to volunteer with people 
with special needs and with children 
who have learning disabilities. 

Agam and 135 hostages are still being 
held captive in Gaza, enduring incred-
ible torture and trauma. 

Agam’s father, Shlomi Berger, said 
that he dreads what his daughter is 
going through after viewing footage of 
her wounded and scared along with 
three other teenage hostages. 

Hamas should release Agam imme-
diately, along with all of the other re-
maining hostages. Our country’s strong 
support for Israel must not waver. It is 
time to bring Agam home. It is time to 
bring all of the innocent hostages 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in this crucial effort to dem-
onstrate our support for the hostages 
and for their families. 

f 

PREVENTING WORKPLACE 
VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, as we 
begin the second year of the 118th Con-
gress, a Congress which unfortunately 
in its first year was one of the lowest 
and least productive Congresses in 
memory, only 31 bills, it is time for us 
to come together and identify meas-
ures which have strong bipartisan sup-
port and would make a meaningful dif-
ference to the people of this country. 

One of those bills is H.R. 2663, the 
Workplace Violence Prevention for 
Health Care and Social Service Work-
ers Act, a bill I introduced back in 
April with Congressman DON BACON of 
Nebraska. We have 151 cosponsors. Ten 
Republicans are part of this effort. It is 
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CORRECTION
CORRECTION

January 16, 2024 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H135
On January 16, 2024, page H135, in the first column, the following appeared: 
WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 16, 2024. 
I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIAN SMITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 
MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
The House met at noon and was called to order by the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska). 
_______ 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE  
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following communication from the Speaker: 
_______  

The online version has been corrected to read: 
The House met at noon and was called to order by the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska).  
_______ 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE  
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following communication from the Speaker: 
WASHINGTON, DC,  
January 16, 2024.  
I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIAN SMITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 
MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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supported by 76 healthcare organiza-
tions, particularly those centered 
around nursing, a caring profession 
that every family relies on. 

This bill addresses the frightening 
and accelerating epidemic of workplace 
violence that people who go to work 
every day in our hospitals, nursing 
homes, EMS, and ambulances, as well 
as our home health nurses, are facing 
every single day. 

That is not just rhetoric. We did a 
GAO study a number of years ago and 
found that people who work in the 
healthcare sector suffer injuries, some-
times serious, sometimes fatal, five 
times more than any other sector in 
the U.S. economy. 

There are ways to address this, Mr. 
Speaker, in terms of putting it into 
practice. Some preventative measures 
which hospitals have endorsed and used 
around the country are: train up their 
staff, give them a way to identify high- 
risk patients, give them the equip-
ment, whether it is panic buttons or 
alerts to get help when they need it, 
and in some instances to provide more 
security dealing with more high-risk 
patients. 

The 76 organizations include the 
American Nurses Association, the 
Emergency Nurses Association, the 
American College of Emergency Physi-
cians. The list goes on and on. 

They are feeling this every single 
day. In my district, unfortunately, last 
October, we experienced the tragic loss 
of a nurse. Joyce Grayson of 
Willimantic, Connecticut, was making 
a home health visit to a halfway house 
for a high-risk individual. He was on 
the sex offender list and had been con-
victed of a violent crime. She went in 
at 8 o’clock in the morning to admin-
ister medication, and she never left. 
She was found stabbed to death. 

This is a woman who was 63 years 
old, 36 years as a nurse, 26 with the 
State of Connecticut Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
10 years as a home health nurse, moth-
er of 6, and she brought in foster care 
children. She was identified and award-
ed the Foster Care Parent of the Year 
in the State of Connecticut in 2017 by 
the Department of Children and Fami-
lies. She was an angel. That was the 
way she was described at the time that 
we, as a State, came together to mourn 
her. 

Her family has asked one thing. They 
want to see change. Their lawyer, 
Kelly Reardon of New London, Con-
necticut, gave an interview recently. 
That is what the family is begging for. 
They don’t want this to happen again. 

All of us rely on our healthcare 
workforce, Mr. Speaker. Republican or 
Democrat, all of us need them to take 
care of us. It is time for us to care for 
them. It is time for us to listen to 
them. It is time for us to put into prac-
tice commonsense measures which are 
happening intermittently around the 
country and make it universal and en-
forceable for all of the people in the 
caring profession and the healing pro-
fession. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass H.R. 2663 in 
this Congress and do something mean-
ingful for the American people. 

f 

PROTECTING ALL CHILDREN, 
BORN AND UNBORN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, this week marks 51 years 
since the Roe v. Wade decision was 
issued by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Since that time, Americans have 
worked tirelessly to see that decision 
overturned. 

As a doctor, I swore an oath to first 
do no harm and to protect the sanctity 
of human life. Here in Congress, we 
also swore an oath to protect our coun-
try and our citizens. That means that 
we must stand for human life. 

This week, we will vote on legislation 
to block a proposed Biden administra-
tion rule that would prohibit States 
from giving funding to pregnancy re-
source centers that support the lives of 
both mothers and their unborn chil-
dren. 

At 9 weeks of age, a baby has begun 
to form facial features, fingernails, and 
toes. At 20 weeks, a baby can hear their 
mother’s voice. It is clear that these 
are children. 

In Congress, it is our duty to protect 
the lives of the vulnerable. This week, 
let’s join together and fight to protect 
all children, both born and unborn. 

FENTANYL CONTINUES TO PERMEATE INTO THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, this week the Pennsylvania 
State Police released a report out-
lining the amount of illegal drugs that 
have been seized in Pennsylvania dur-
ing arrests in 2023. The facts of this re-
port are shocking, showing that over 
240 pounds of fentanyl were seized in 
the past year compared to 35 pounds of 
heroin. 

These statistics represent a dan-
gerous new reality for our commu-
nities, that fentanyl and its analogues, 
which can be fatal in incredibly small 
doses, are now readily accessible and 
widespread throughout the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Right now, lives are at stake as this 
poison continues to permeate into the 
United States. As I travel throughout 
central and southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, I have heard from coroners who 
tell me that these drugs are very easy 
to get and very fast to kill. 

It is time for the Senate to imme-
diately take up the HALT Fentanyl 
Act and permanently classify these 
drugs as schedule I narcotics and cre-
ate strict penalties for the cartels and 
for the dealers who traffic them. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to 
stand by as our constituents are killed 
by fentanyl poisonings. 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF WARD SWEAT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the retire-
ment of Ward Sweat, who is retiring 
after 54 years of working at Sweat’s 
Furniture. 

Mr. Sweat was originally from north 
of Waycross where he spent his early 
years before moving to Brunswick with 
his family. 

He graduated from Glynn Academy 
in 1964 and the University of Georgia in 
1968. Shortly after graduation, he com-
pleted basic training in the National 
Guard and started working at the fur-
niture store located in Fitzgerald in 
1969, which his dad and the Singletons 
owned, along with a second location in 
Brunswick. 

In 1984, his father bought out the 
Singletons, and Ward and his brother 
Dwight came to work there. The family 
business will continue to live on with 
Dwight’s son Jonathan, who is taking 
over management there, which marks 
the third generation of Sweats in the 
store. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. 
Sweat on his upcoming retirement. I 
thank him for his service to the com-
munity. 

REMEMBERING BOB GRIFFITH 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Bob 
Griffith, who passed away at the age of 
79. 

Bob Griffith, Sr., was a longtime 
Effingham County football coach and 
was best known as a family man with 
dedication to his sport, his fellow 
coaches, and his players. 

Griffith was a former Virginia Tech 
team captain, having also coached at 
Effingham County High School, 
Appling County, and Colquitt County. 
He was also a member of the Georgia 
Athletic Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame, and he was awarded both State 
and regional Coach of the Year back in 
1987. 

Griffith worked for some time at 
Georgia Tech where he was honored 
with a scholarship established in his 
name, endowed by many of his former 
players. 

b 1215 

However, coaching was about much 
more than any wins or awards. Friends 
of Griffith have spoken to his char-
acter, explaining how he was always 
helping out the Effingham program by 
showing up to spring practices and 
helping to raise money. Bob Griffith’s 
legacy will be remembered by his 
teams, family, friends, community, and 
so many more. 

CONGRATULATING RICCIARDI’S PIZZA 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate a Geor-
gia restaurant that has been recognized 
for making the best Chicago-style pizza 
in Georgia according to a Washington 
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