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This is our focus. This is what we are 

completely focused on. This is not 
some nonsensical argument about pol-
luters over people. That is just dis-
ingenuous. 

The U.S. has made incredible gains. 
In my home State of Utah, air quality 
is one of our most important aspects, 
and we have been able to experience 
strong growth, but maintain and even 
lessen the impact that we have on par-
ticles per million, tier 3 gasoline. 

If you embrace and you create oppor-
tunities for innovation, you can actu-
ally do better. You can actually engage 
allies better. We can be a net exporter. 
We can create a stronger America and 
lower prices. 

Our entire focus here is to make sure 
that families have an opportunity to 
thrive. We put so much burden with 
the unnecessary costs from Biden’s en-
ergy policies on the backs of the Amer-
ican workers and the American family. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time for this Special Order. 

f 

THE ILLEGAL ALIEN INVASION AT 
OUR SOUTHERN BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude in the RECORD extraneous mate-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, tonight, I 

will be joined by a number of my col-
leagues to talk about the illegal alien 
invasion at our southern border and 
how it is victimizing our citizens. 

Last month, a grievous event trag-
ically reminded the American people 
that every State is a border State. 

On February 22, Laken Riley, pic-
tured here, a 22-year-old nursing stu-
dent was murdered by an illegal alien 
in Athens, Georgia, on the campus of 
the University of Georgia. 

Laken’s murderer was an illegal alien 
who should never, ever, ever have even 
been here. He illegally entered El Paso, 
Texas, in September 2022 and was then 
released into the country via President 
Biden’s significantly expanded parole 
program, an expansion that is illegit-
imate. 

He then took a young, beautiful life, 
Laken’s life, in a brutal and violent 
way. Laken’s father, John, described 
her as an amazing daughter, sister, 
friend, who was selfless and considerate 
of others, with a laugh that was infec-
tious and lit up a room. 

He also highlighted her faith to me 
and noted that her love for the Lord 
guided her steps and shaped the way 
she lived her life. 

Mr. Speaker, Laken should be alive 
today, running, laughing with her 
friends, studying for nursing school, 
and spending time with her parents and 
siblings, but she is not, and this trag-
edy was completely avoidable. 

Her murderer is a dangerous criminal 
alien who took advantage of weak and 
bad Biden administration border poli-
cies. This horrific story has truly shak-
en our State and our entire Nation, and 
for good reason. 

Laken’s young life and bright future 
were cut short at the hands of an ille-
gal alien. Her murder was 100 percent 
preventable because her murderer 
should never have ever been in our 
country. Yet radical, dangerous poli-
cies failed both her and her family. 

Athens-Clarke County, the county 
where I have my business, the county 
where I have lived for 30 years, the 
county where as a Navy officer I 
taught when the Navy Supply Course 
School was in Athens-Clarke County. 

This county is one of four sanctuary 
cities in the Peach State. This sanc-
tuary jurisdiction undoubtedly 
incentivized illegal immigration, put-
ting families, small businesses, and 
students in greater danger. Yet Athens’ 
Democrat mayor shamelessly claimed 
that there is no connection between 
crime and immigration. 

This is a flat-out lie, but it is a lie 
the mayor would rather tell than 
admit the truth: that his own policies 
played a role in Laken’s murder. 

But the buck doesn’t stop with the 
failed leadership in Athens-Clarke 
County. This goes all the way to 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

As a candidate, Joe Biden instructed 
illegals to ‘‘surge to the border.’’ As 
President, he has ignored immigration 
law, destroyed our border security, and 
incentivized illegal immigration. 

Notably, Secretary Mayorkas has un-
abashedly carried out the President’s 
marching orders, willfully establishing 
a wide-open border agenda that has 
violated our laws and emboldened dan-
gerous criminals like Laken Riley’s 
murderer to illegally enter the United 
States. 

Once aliens from across the world ac-
cept Biden’s invitation, they are imme-
diately released into our communities. 
In fact, Laken’s murderer was released 
into the country due to the President’s 
abuse of parole authority, which the 
Biden administration has weaponized 
to funnel millions of illegal aliens into 
the United States. 

For 3 years now, these open-border 
policies have been in effect. The result 
has been the Biden administration’s in-
tentional illegal invasion. According to 
recent estimates, nearly 7.3 million il-
legal aliens have entered the country 
under the Biden administration’s 
watch, a number greater than the indi-
vidual population of 36 States. That is 
a stunning and unsustainable figure. 

Clearly, we need to do more than se-
cure the southern border. It is impera-
tive that we also deport every solitary 
illegal alien who accepted the Biden 

administration’s invitation to enter 
and reside in our Nation unlawfully. 

If we do not deport them, more 
Americans will suffer the tragic con-
sequences of President Biden’s open- 
border policies. 

The list of victims extends far be-
yond Laken Riley. In fact, a 32-year-old 
illegal alien was recently arrested for 
sexually assaulting a 14-year-old girl in 
Virginia. Another illegal alien was re-
cently charged with first- and second- 
degree murder for a shooting that 
killed a 2-year-old child and injured his 
mother in Maryland. In Louisiana, an 
illegal alien was recently arrested for a 
series of violent crimes, including rap-
ing a 14-year-old girl at knifepoint and 
stabbing a man multiple times while 
robbing him. In Massachusetts, an ille-
gal Haitian immigrant was recently 
charged with raping a 15-year-old girl 
in a hotel that housed asylum seekers. 

Now, let’s go back a couple years. 
Honestly, what I just said happened 
just the last few weeks, and yet the 
Biden administration has done noth-
ing. 

Let’s go back a year or so. 
In July 2022, Kayla Hamilton, an 

American, was sexually assaulted and 
murdered in Maryland by a 16-year-old 
alien and MS–13 gang member from El 
Salvador who was allowed to enter the 
U.S. through the unaccompanied alien 
program. 

This 16-year-old illegal alien was ini-
tially apprehended by Border Patrol in 
Texas on March 23, 2022, and then re-
ferred to the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement. 

According to the alien, members of 
his family paid $4,000 to a guide who 
smuggled them to the southwest bor-
der. On May 3, 2022, the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement placed the alien 
with a sponsor, his alleged first cousin 
in Maryland. 

As revealed in his case file, the alien 
had been arrested by police in El Sal-
vador on January 21, 2020, for illicit as-
sociation with the MS–13 gang. The il-
legal alien’s case file also included in-
formation from law enforcement offi-
cials dated August 2022, noting that the 
alien had tattoos affiliated with gang 
activity. 

So how did he get here? Through the 
Biden administration’s abuse and 
weaponization of the immigrant parole 
program. This 16-year-old murderer 
should never, ever have been allowed in 
this country. 

How many times do I need to say 
that? How many more Americans have 
to be murdered or raped or assaulted 
by an illegal alien for the President to 
act? How many more Americans have 
to be killed by fentanyl? How many 
more innocent Americans have to suf-
fer? 

Right now, the President has the ex-
ecutive authority, the power to do ev-
erything, yet he continues to do noth-
ing because this is all by design. So it 
is up to Congress to stop this madness 
by using our leverage, the power of the 
purse, to force the White House to do 
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the right thing for the American peo-
ple, yet Republican leadership has 
failed to do so. 

Two weeks ago, this body passed the 
first half of the swamp’s omnibus. 
While this horrendous, backroom nego-
tiated bill had many flaws, one thing 
stood out to me more than the rest: My 
policy rider to defund sanctuary juris-
dictions like Athens-Clarke County 
where Laken Riley was murdered was 
removed from the bill. It was surren-
dered by our leadership. 

Yet the bill passed under suspension 
with more Democrat votes supporting 
it than Republicans, but 132 Repub-
licans still voted for it. They voted to 
keep funding sanctuary cities. 

Americans are sick and tired of all 
talk and no action. Members continue 
messaging against the border crisis, 
then turn around and fund the Biden 
administration’s policies that are cre-
ating this madness. 

If we are going to truly secure the 
border and deport every illegal alien 
residing in our great Nation, then we 
have to fight. We need more Repub-
licans willing to fight for the American 
people. I hope to see more of my col-
leagues join the fight when we consider 
the second piece of the swamp’s omni-
bus, which includes funding for the De-
partment of Homeland Security later 
this week. 

Despite still not having the bill text, 
we have a pretty good idea that this 
massive government funding package 
fails to secure our southern border. 
Key border security provisions were 
surrendered, yet leadership is touting 
more resources, such as more detention 
beds for ICE as a win. 

I disagree. Simply adding more re-
sources without actually changing the 
Biden administration’s open-border 
policies allows President Biden and 
Secretary Mayorkas to simply process 
and release more illegal aliens into the 
country. We don’t need more Border 
Patrol agents that will simply be used 
as processing clerks. 

Let me be clear: Any Republican who 
votes for the swamp’s second spending 
package that doesn’t secure our border 
owns the border crisis just as much as 
President Biden. 

I am proud to have several of my col-
leagues here tonight to condemn Presi-
dent Biden’s intentional illegal inva-
sion as well as to discuss the power 
that Congress has to put a stop to this 
crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS), my friend. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

It is my pleasure to join him in this 
Special Order to talk about one of the 
most important existential crises that 
we face in the country today, and that 
is our border crisis. 

Let’s rephrase that. It is the Biden 
border crisis. 

So we have 9 sectors along the south-
west border, each one 100 to 150 miles 
wide and they cover many tens of thou-
sands of miles into the interior. 

The Tucson sector, which is now the 
hot spot in the last 5 months, has had 
more than 312,000 encounters. In that 
small area, you have more than 2,000 a 
day who are being interdicted, and 
those are the people who surrender. It 
might be one of the most remote bor-
der areas on the southwest border on 
the Tohono O’odham Reservation at 
the San Miguel gate. 

It might be in Lukeville where, if you 
were paying attention, Bill Melugin 
sent to the world video footage from 
just a few days ago where the cartels 
had cut a hole in the fence and dozens 
and dozens of illegal aliens were com-
ing in through that hole. 

That is what is happening. What are 
the numbers? Those are the numbers. 
The numbers reach into the millions 
every year. 

b 1800 
That doesn’t include the got-aways, 

both known and unknown. What coun-
tries are they coming from? 

I remember well being down in 
Yuma, and 25 men of military age came 
across. I said: Where are you from? 

Well, we are from Russia. 
We got the Russian interpreter on 

the phone, those of us from Congress. 
Then they said: No, no, we are from 

Ukraine. 
We actually happened to have access 

to a Ukrainian interpreter. 
Then they said: Oh, well, actually we 

really are from Russia. 
I have met them from Mali, Mauri-

tania, Guinea, Burkina Faso. Every 
country, 180 countries are represented 
in that pool of people coming into our 
country illegally. 

What are the results? My good friend 
from Georgia has given you a litany of 
people who have been basically injured, 
killed, maimed, robbed, raped by peo-
ple who have come into this country il-
legally. 

If you were to hear the left, they 
would tell you, oh, wait a second, you 
are saying everybody coming across, 
you are stigmatizing everyone. 

No, we are not stigmatizing every-
one. What I am telling you is, if these 
people weren’t here who aren’t sup-
posed to be here, none of this would 
have happened. I have friends who have 
lost children, killed by illegal aliens. 

What do Americans think of this? 
What do Americans think of this? 
Eighty-five percent of them said this is 
the most important issue. What do the 
left do on their little TV shows that 
few people watch? They laugh. They 
laugh that anyone would say that that 
is an issue in Virginia or in Georgia or 
in Montana or anywhere because they 
simply don’t care about American life. 

Mr. Speaker, I join Representative 
CLYDE in calling upon my colleagues, 
the Republican colleagues, to under-
stand that we have got to demand en-
forcement from this regime. The way 
you get it is you actually leverage 
spending. That is what the Founders 
gave us. 

I call on my colleagues to leverage 
this minibus, this DHS CR to make 

sure we get enforcement. I also call 
upon the Speaker to bring up our bor-
der security bills every day, bring one 
up every day. Let’s vote on one every 
day. Let’s give these guys an oppor-
tunity to show that they really care 
about the border. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Arizona for those inspiring 
words. I agree with him absolutely, we 
need to bring up our border legislation 
every solitary week. 

Now, I yield to the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS). 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity 
to address the disaster at our southern 
border. The grief that has been brought 
upon the American people in the past 3 
years is unspeakable. It was brought on 
strictly by policy change. 

It is the exact same 1,954 miles of 
border that we had under President 
Trump. We have the same equipment, 
the same men, the same women. We are 
spending more money. We spent $20 bil-
lion more last year than we did 3 years 
ago. 

It is not about money. It is not about 
men or equipment. There is no en-
hanced desire by the cartels to make 
money. They traffic human beings and 
drugs. They have been doing it quite 
successfully for a long time. We had 
backed the cartels up very effectively 
by the time we hit 2019 and 2020 under 
the Trump administration, under 
Trump policies. 

President Biden, once inaugurated, 
immediately began flipping those poli-
cies. This is what has happened. This is 
why you have had 12 million illegal 
crossings in 3 years. This is why you 
have 300,000 Americans dead, from 
opioids smuggled into our country 
across the southern border in the past 
3 years. It is the number one cause of 
death for Americans 18–45 years old. We 
have never had that in the history of 
our country. It is drug poisoning. Our 
sovereignty has disintegrated at the 
southern border. 

This body, the people’s House, acted 
last year. H.R. 2, the strongest border 
security measure in the history of Con-
gress, was passed in May of last year 
with Republican votes and delivered to 
the Senate. There it gathers dust. 
What we demand of our colleagues in 
the Senate that are run by the Demo-
cratic Party, what we demand from the 
Democratic-controlled White House is 
a clean vote on H.R. 2, the border secu-
rity bill that was passed by the peo-
ple’s House in May of last year, deliv-
ered to the Senate in May of last year. 
We demand a clean vote. Let America 
see where does the Senate stand on 
border security. H.R. 2 is the answer 
for the crisis that we face, the heart-
ache, wave upon wave of human misery 
that our Nation has suffered for the 
last 3 years at the southern border. I 
appreciate this opportunity to address 
this ongoing disaster, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Louisiana. Those are 
strong words, and those are correct 
words. 
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Now I yield to the gentleman from 

Texas (Mr. ROY). 
Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from Georgia for yielding to 
me. I appreciate him getting this time 
on the floor for us to address such a 
pressing matter as the national secu-
rity of the United States and the well- 
being of her citizens. 

The truth of the matter is, the na-
tional security of the United States 
and the well-being of her citizens in 
terms of safety and security is not 
well. We are in danger in our country, 
on our streets, in our homes from peo-
ple who are being let into the United 
States under the not just misguided 
but purposeful policies of radical pro-
gressive Democrats led by Joe Biden 
and as exemplified by my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle in this body 
and in the Senate purposely releasing 
people in the United States they know 
to be a danger to our people. 

They are using parole policies and 
asylum policies that we put in place 
out of the goodness of our heart to help 
people around the world, they are using 
those very narrow exceptions to the 
rules that secure our border to release 
thousands of people without vetting 
them or, frankly, without even caring, 
into the United States. The result has 
been the murder, death, rape, assault 
of American citizens. 

My friend from Georgia mentions 
Laken Riley. I hate to politicize one 
family’s devastation in the last month. 
She has obviously gained notoriety and 
caught the attention of the American 
people, but there are hundreds, thou-
sands of examples of devastated fami-
lies, whether you are talking about 
from fentanyl poisoning or the abso-
lute disaster that is a mom in Texas 
finding her cheerleader daughter dead 
in the bathtub in her own home when 
she went to go see her perform 
cheerleading in Texas. That happened 
in December. Where is the bill named 
after Lizbeth? Where is the bill named 
after Kayla Hamilton, who was raped 
and murdered in her own home in 
Maryland, just up the road from here 
in the Nation’s Capital. What about the 
2-year-old who was murdered in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, just outside 
of the Nation’s Capital, by somebody 
let out on mass parole by radical, pro-
gressive Democrats who don’t give a 
rip about our Nation’s security or the 
well-being of our citizens. That is the 
truth. 

However, there is a worse truth, in 
my opinion. In the face of the observ-
able endangerment of the American 
people by radical, progressive Demo-
crats, Republicans who campaign 
against it are going to vote tomorrow— 
or the next day or whenever they de-
cide to jam us with a bill that we have 
not yet read—to fund this. Republican 
colleagues who will spend this year 
campaigning against open borders and 
campaigning against the destruction of 
the lives of Americans at the hands of 
open borders led by Democrats—I want 
to be very clear, it is led and being car-

ried out by radical, progressive Demo-
crats—but my Republican colleagues 
will campaign against it, yet tomorrow 
they will fund it. Tomorrow or Friday 
or Saturday, whenever we get the bill— 
we haven’t seen it yet—they will spend 
$1.2 trillion funding Defense which, by 
the way, is woke; funding State and 
Foreign Operations which, by the way, 
includes the United Nations and the 
World Health Organization; funding all 
manner of programs that are not good 
for this country, but notably the De-
partment of Homeland Security car-
rying out these mass paroles, carrying 
out these mass asylums, carrying out 
the release of people into the United 
States, issuing memoranda saying that 
ICE should not actually pull these peo-
ple up and then deport them from the 
United States. We will be funding that. 

Now, not all of us. My friend from 
Georgia, my friend from Virginia who 
has joined us, my friend from Lou-
isiana who spoke a minute ago, we 
won’t vote for it. Republicans could 
stop it. We could stop it. Some are 
choosing not to. Why? Why? I think 
that is a question that should be asked. 

When Republicans hold the House 
Chamber, why would they take the 
power of the purse and provide funding, 
hundreds of billions of dollars, why 
would they give this administration 
funding to carry out policies that re-
lease dangerous criminals onto the 
streets of the United States, including 
the known dangerous Venezuelan gang 
member, a prison gang member re-
leased into this country who killed 
Laken Riley? In my own district in 
New Braunfels, they found just last 
week a drug lord who is on the ter-
rorist watch list or the most dangerous 
watch list for the FBI, 10 Most Wanted, 
found in New Braunfels, Texas, which I 
represent. I take my family there all 
the time. This drug lord was just found 
and arrested. 

This administration is endangering 
America. My Democratic colleagues 
are all too happy to do it, but my Re-
publican colleagues are all too happy 
to campaign against it, and then not do 
a dang thing about it when they write 
the check to fund it. Not one Repub-
lican should vote to fund this atrocity. 
Not one Republican. 

I would debate any Republican who 
wants to come to the floor right now 
and debate me on it. You know what? 
Not one of them will. Not one Repub-
lican will take me up on debating the 
issue of using the power of the purse to 
fund the endangerment of the Amer-
ican people. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative ROY. I thank him for 
his work in the fight to secure our bor-
der. 

I yield to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOOD). 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friends, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ROY) for speaking so 
effectively on this issue. 

We cannot talk enough about the 
border. In my district, we just did a 

survey asking my constituents what is 
the most important issue, what is the 
number one issue facing the country, 
and the southern border was the over-
whelming response. They realize that 
is hundreds of miles from them geo-
graphically, but it is coming home to 
them in my very district in Bedford 
and Campbell Counties, just outside 
greater Lynchburg. They are otherwise 
as peaceful and as safe places to live as 
anyplace in the country. Both of these 
counties have recently had sexual as-
saults committed by illegal aliens al-
lowed into this country. Wait, let me 
check myself: helped into this country, 
purposely helped into this country by 
this President and his open-border poli-
cies. 

It gets worse every day. We have spo-
ken many times, and we need to con-
tinue to speak about Laken Riley, the 
young lady from Mr. CLYDE’s area of 
Georgia, brutally murdered by an ille-
gal alien helped into this country by 
this President’s open-border policies. 

To what lengths will this administra-
tion go to keep the borders open? They 
are fighting the very State of Texas, 
which is trying to secure their own 
border, trying to defend their own citi-
zens, and the administration is lit-
erally suing and fighting and chal-
lenging them and prohibiting them 
from securing their border and defend-
ing their citizens and trying to keep 
them safe. 

Just in the last couple of days, we 
had a Lebanese illegal who worked for 
Hezbollah for 7 years, who thankfully 
was apprehended. He said that he was 
coming to go to New York City to 
make a bomb. How many like that in-
dividual might be among the 2 million 
got-aways? Not the 8 million who come 
and surrender to Border Patrol to take 
advantage of the generous Biden poli-
cies: the free housing, the free travel, 
the free healthcare, the free social 
services, the free education, and all the 
rest. The Biden administration takes 
the ones who surrender in with open 
arms at taxpayer expense, provides 
them with benefits that American citi-
zens do not receive, makes sure, by the 
way, that they have their Second 
Amendment rights in place, as we saw 
in the State of Illinois just recently. 

However, then there are the 2 million 
who don’t want that and actually pay 
the cartels more to evade apprehen-
sion, to evade encounter with Border 
Patrol because these are the criminals. 
These are the gang members; these are 
the traffickers of drugs and children 
and sex trafficking and the ones with 
the criminal backgrounds. How many 
more among that 2 million are like 
that individual from Lebanon, the 
Hezbollah member who said he wanted 
to go to New York to make a bomb? 

b 1815 

What is going to happen this Friday? 
We think it is going to be Friday. We 
don’t have bill text yet. We are going 
to vote—not myself and my friend from 
Georgia—but we are going to vote to 
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fund this government, to give this ad-
ministration billions of dollars more to 
continue facilitating this very border 
invasion that we have talked about for 
these past 3 years. 

We even heard in a meeting of our 
own Republican Conference this morn-
ing that some of our members didn’t 
care when we got the bill text. They 
didn’t care if it was 72 minutes, they 
said, or 72 hours. They were going to 
vote for it anyway, irrespective of what 
the contents might be. 

They didn’t care what was in it. They 
didn’t care how that estimated $1.2 
trillion was going to be spent. They 
didn’t care what the policies were 
going to be. 

They just wanted it passed by Friday, 
I guess so they could go home, so they 
could go to their fundraisers. Yet, we 
are going to fund this government and 
these policies that we campaigned 
against. 

I don’t need 72 hours to vote ‘‘no’’ 
against a bad bill that doesn’t reverse 
the Biden-Pelosi-Schumer policies 
under which the American people are 
suffering. 

I don’t need 72 hours to evaluate that 
and vote ‘‘no.’’ If I was going to vote 
‘‘yes’’ like some of my colleagues, I 
might want to actually have 72 hours 
to know what policies I was owning 
and that I was responsible for funding 
before I cast my ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

The last thing I will say to my good 
friend from Georgia: Why should we 
not attach H.R. 2, the border security 
bill? 

If we are going to fund CHUCK SCHU-
MER’s and Joe Biden’s spending bill 
with the policies that we stand against 
and spending levels that are $60 billion 
higher this year, why not at least at-
tach border security to it, H.R. 2, and 
demand that the Democrats choose be-
tween shutting down the border or 
shutting down the government because 
they don’t care about the border inva-
sion? 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CLYDE for 
yielding time. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his remarks, and I ap-
plaud his efforts to stop President 
Biden’s illegal invasion. He is right. We 
need to attach H.R. 2, the border secu-
rity bill, to this particular funding leg-
islation. 

I thank all of my colleagues who par-
ticipated tonight in this Special Order. 
We can and we must do more in the 
fight to protect Americans from Joe 
Biden’s open border policies. 

The most powerful way we can do 
this is through the power of the purse. 
We have an opportunity to take a 
stand against the Biden administra-

tion’s intentional illegal invasion 
through the funding fight, and I urge 
my colleagues to do so. Otherwise, 
more avoidable tragedies like Laken 
Riley’s murder will continue to dev-
astate our Nation, and we will create 
more victims of our citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations: 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 20, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: On March 20, 2024, pur-

suant to section 3307 of Title 40, United 
States Code, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure met in open ses-
sion and adopted, by a vote of 53 yeas to 2 
nays, two resolutions included in the Gen-
eral Services Administration’s Capital In-
vestment and Leasing Programs with a 
quorum present. 

The Committee continues to work to re-
duce the cost of federal property and leases. 
The two resolutions considered for leased 
space will result in $35 million in savings 
from avoided lease costs. 

I have enclosed copies of the resolutions 
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on March 20, 2024. 

Sincerely, 
SAM GRAVES, 

Chairman, Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION, SEATTLE, WA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 139,000 rentable square feet of 
space, including 21 official parking spaces, 
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) located at 2725 
Montlake Boulevard East in Seattle, Wash-
ington, at a proposed total annual cost of 
$7,718,670 for a lease term of up to 20 years, 
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, the Administrator of General 
Services and tenant agency(ies) agree to 
apply an overall utilization rate of 342 square 
feet or less per person, except that, if the Ad-
ministrator determines that the overall uti-
lization rate cannot be achieved, the Admin-

istrator shall provide an explanatory state-
ment to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives prior to exercising any lease au-
thority provided in this resolution. 

Provided that, except for interim leases as 
described above, the Administrator may not 
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any 
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in 
an overall utilization rate of 342 square feet 
or higher per person. 

Provided that, the tenant agency agrees to 
maintain an actual occupancy rate for office 
space of 60% or more. 

Provided that, the Administrator of General 
Services disposes of the existing owned 
building after the tenant agency reports the 
property excess. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, that the General Services 
Administration shall not delegate to any 
other agency the authority granted by this 
resolution. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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