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By sharp contrast, recently, I
watched the latest Russian dictator,
Vladimir Putin, be interviewed by a
very shallow American TV commen-
tator. With a straight face, Putin pre-
sented this gullible American with a
complete fabrication of what happened
to the Polish city of Danzig and the en-
tire Polish nation during World War II.

The American TV anchor swallowed
Putin’s sadistic comment that Hitler
offered Poland an amicable choice dur-
ing World War II as to whether it
should be invaded. Wow. What a lie.
For any American to sit in front of
that lying mass murderer and reply
““okay’ is not only offensive, but it is
dead wrong.

That vapidness cuts through the
hearts of Poles, Polish Americans, and
people of Polish heritage across our
world. What an embarrassment for any
U.S. broadcaster to utter such drivel.

Here are some facts. Poland lost a
higher percentage of its citizens in
World War II than any nation in the
world, 6 million people, 256 percent of
its population, 3 million of Christian
heritage and 3 million of Jewish herit-
age, at the hands of Hitler and Stalin.
Try that on for size.

Across Europe today lie the bodies of
over one-half million of our fellow citi-
zens, Americans, 500,000 soldiers who
gave their lives in the last century,
ushering in for our generation the
longest period of peacetime ever in his-
tory between great powers. Think
about that.

This latest lying Russian dictator,
unprovoked, is again threatening Po-
land and greater Europe, our closest al-
lies, with nuclear weapons. Putin has
directed, with no provocation, the in-
vasion of the adjacent nation of
Ukraine, an independent nation since
1991, throwing off centuries of repres-
sion.
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The people of Ukraine are fighting to
be free.

Putin is responsible for the loss of at
least 100,000 Ukrainian lives and God
knows the abduction of how many chil-
dren—30,000? He is trying to take them
back to Russia and reprogram them.
Think of the Ukrainian mothers and
fathers.

Likely 300,000 Russians have died al-
ready.

So how can any U.S. broadcaster call
himself an American patriot when he
becomes a pawn of a mass murderer?

Let us turn to Putin’s most recent
torture and execution of an innocent
man in a frigid prison above the Arctic
Circle. Just a couple of weeks before
Putin’s reelection campaign this
month, he killed a potential opponent,
Alexei Navalny. Most Americans really
had mnot heard the name Alexei
Navalny, he was laid to rest earlier
this month in Russia, his motherland.
He was a freedom fighter. He was a
freedom fighter with thousands and
thousands of supporters.

Putin could not stand Navalny’s op-
position to Russia’s brutal dictator-
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ship, but Navalny stood tall to pure

evil with every breath of his being.

Navalny’s sheer heroism, sharp humor,

and beautiful poetry reveals his deep,

soulful cry for liberty for all of Rus-
sia’s people.

Alexei Navalny never flinched. He
even humored his captors. He had such
courage. He uttered poetry to his be-
loved wife. He knew his fate, and he
was not afraid. He walked into the sun.
He stood tall despite torture 24 hours
of every day.

For him, too, freedom meant never
surrender. He was a prophet in his own
town, like the Ukrainian poet laureate,
Taras Shevchenko, who two centuries
ago wrote words affirming the human
quest for liberty and the worth of each
person.

He harkened the birth of Ukraine as
a free nation. Shevchenko knew, like
Navalny, his imprisonment, punish-
ment, and ultimate death in a grim St.
Petersburg, Russia, prison would lay a
cornerstone for liberty for generations
to come, and this is that moment for
the people of Ukraine.

Liberty remains so frightening to
Putin and to those who impose serf-
dom, persecution, and death on those
who do not submit to ownership. It is
hard to believe this savagery exists in
our current era.

During the past century, Europe’s
hallowed ground was blessed with over
500,000 American lives so our youth
would never have to meet Navalny’s
fate. Navalny gave his life for liberty
over tyranny, just as our soldiers did
across Europe in World Wars I and II.
The free world we have inherited after
1946 was created from a new order of al-
lied nations supported by NATO, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
our defense shield.

So to see a craven son of liberty give
airtime to a cold despot who is killing
innocents as the cameras roll is an
international affront to liberty.

Let us recall the prophetic words of
the Ukrainian poet, Shevchenko, from
his poem: ‘“My Friendly Epistle.”

In fields commissioned by the devil . . .

And what will sprout? You soon will see
what kind of harvest there will be.

Break then your chains.

In your own house you will see true justice,
strength, and liberty.

Seek the highest good that stands—true lib-
erty, that sacred good, in fair fraternal
brotherhood.

Alexei Navalny said, just before his
passing, to his wife Yulia: ‘“‘Baby, you
and I have everything like in the song:
again cities between us, airport’s run-
way lights, blue snowstorms and thou-
sands of kilometers. But I feel that you
are with me every second, and I love
you more and more.”’

Those were his last words to his wife,
to his children, and to the free world.

Let us remember the cornerstones of
liberty that are built through the sac-
rificial lives, not just of our soldiers
but by people hundreds of years ago in
Russia and today’s Ukraine who are
giving everything—everything—so that
their people may be free.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
AND STILL I RISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) for
30 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise. And still I rise.

I rise as a very proud unbought,
unbossed, and unafraid liberated Demo-
crat. In the spirit of Shirley Chisholm,
she was, as she proclaimed, unbought
and unbossed.

I rise also as the scion of the
enslaved Africans whose lives were sac-
rificed to make America great. I rise as
the progenitor of Slavery Remem-
brance Day, August 20, Slavery Re-
membrance Day. All of these things are
important to me because all of these
things are associated with my history.

So I rise today in the spirit of Shir-
ley Chisholm. I rise to speak and ad-
dress an issue that is little known to
most persons. The issue has to do with
domicide.

Domicide. I will repeat this again in
just a moment, but I think it will serve
us well to articulate it at this moment.
Domicide is the widespread or system-
atic destruction of homes, often during
conflict.

I will be saying more about it in just
a moment.

This is to whet your appetite, if you
will, Mr. Speaker, to get you in the
frame of mind such that you will start
to give some thought to this word
““domicide,” which more than likely
you have not seen prior to today.
Domicide is something that is new to
most of us.

In addressing this issue of domicide, I
would like to read from an article pub-
lished by NPR styled: ‘“What is
‘domicide,” and why has war in Gaza
brought new attention to the term?”’

It is an article that was written by
Becky Sullivan on February 9, 2024, in
NPR. These are the words of NPR:

““One of the most staggering statis-
tics to emerge from the war between
Israel and the militant group Hamas is
this: More than 650,000 residents of
Gaza will have no home to return to
once Israel completes its military cam-
paign, the United Nations estimates.”’

Once Israel completes its military
campaign, there will be no home to re-
turn to.

According to NPR: That total
amounts to nearly 30 percent of the
territory’s population. And ‘many
more’ will be unable to return home
immediately due to damage to infra-
structure and the danger of unexploded
ordnance, the U.N.’s Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
OCHA, says.”

It is disturbing to note that some
650,000 residents in an area that has ap-
proximately 2 million persons, a little
more than 2 million, will have no home
to return to, and it is indicated that
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this will be the case once Israel com-
pletes its military campaign.

Let me step aside from the article for
just a moment and say this: What
Hamas did on October 7 was unthink-
able. It was a dastardly deed. It will
live in the annals of history with those
other dastardly deeds that we all re-
gret having to recall to our minds. It
was horrible, it was unthinkable, and it
is horrific. This is what Hamas did, and
Israel declared war on Hamas.

Israel has a right to demand justice
and to receive justice for the dastardly
deeds perpetuated. Babies were Kkilled,
men and women were Killed, and per-
sons were decapitated.

Israel has a right to seek justice.

Israel declared war on Hamas.

Israel did not declare war on Pal-
estinians or Palestine.

Israel did not declare war on the peo-
ple of Palestine.

In fact, Mr. Netanyahu, the prime
minister of Israel, had indicated him-
self that the Palestinians are victims.
The Palestinians are victims.

Israel did not declare war on the Pal-
estinians, but rather on Hamas.

I say this repeatedly with the empha-
sis that I have attributed to these com-
mentaries because there are many peo-
ple who have confused Hamas with Pal-
estine and Palestinians. Many people
assume that because of what Hamas
did, Palestinians can suffer and it is
okay; many people have concluded.

It is wrong to Kkill Israeli babies. It is
wrong to kill innocent people in Israel.

Be that as it may, many people have
concluded that it is okay to kill Pales-
tinian babies and innocent Palestin-
ians.

I am not one of them. I do not believe
that in the name of justice you can
commit an injustice and that injustice
will be a justice. An injustice com-
mitted in the name of justice is still an
injustice. What has happened to thou-
sands of Palestinian babies in the
course of this war on Hamas is an in-
justice.

Let me continue. I have indicated
that some 650,000 residents of Gaza will
have no home to return to once Israel
completes its military campaign. This
is according to the United Nations. It
also estimates: “That total amounts to
nearly 30 percent of the territory’s pop-
ulation. And ‘many more’ will be un-
able to return home immediately due
to damage to infrastructure.”

Now, this is in addition to the 650,000.
In addition to the 650,000, many more
won’t be able to return home due to
damage to infrastructure and the dan-
ger of unexploded ordnance, the United
Nation’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA—I don’t
know how to pronounce it—OCHA says.

‘““As of early February, more than
70,000 housing units in Gaza have been
destroyed and nearly 300,000 have been
damaged. . .. © This is according to
the organization, OCHA, the one that
coordinates the humanitarian affairs.

It goes on to say here in the article:
“Taken together, it represents 60 per-
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cent of all housing units in the Gaza
strip.”” That is 60 percent of all housing
units.

‘“Some researchers and human rights
advocates say the destruction amounts
to ‘domicide,””’—which I have called to
your attention, domicide—‘‘or the
widespread or systematic destruction
of homes, often during conflict.”
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To a reader in a faraway place—this
would apply to a lot of us.

“To a reader in a faraway place with
no connection to a conflict, the num-
bers may feel abstract. But behind each
of those numbers are families now ex-
periencing the loss of their homes, said
Ammar Azzouz, a research fellow at
the University of Oxford and author of
the book ‘Domicide: Architecture, War,
and the Destruction of Home in
Syria’.”

“This is the house of a family,”” he
goes on to say, ‘‘of the saving, the live-
lihood, the dreams, and the future of
the people.” This is what Azzouz said.

Let me just elaborate for just a mo-
ment.

This is the house of a family. Can
you imagine your home being de-
stroyed? You have done nothing wrong
and your home is destroyed.

He indicates that savings will be de-
stroyed. Most people don’t buy homes
with cash; they have to save. In this
country, they have a mortgage for
some long period of time, perhaps 30
years, even more if you have to refi-
nance for some reason.

But this is your home and you in-
vested your life savings to a certain ex-
tent in this home, so your savings are
lost if your home is destroyed.

The livelihood, this is a means by
which people can make a living. Some
people literally have home offices for
various businesses that they are en-
gaged in. Your home is a place that al-
lows you to dream of better things, of
better places, of better times; dreams
about things that have happened to
you and things that you plan to do.

Your home provides you the oppor-
tunity to think big, dream big, and be-
lieve that there is a better opportunity
in the future, but it is lost once your
home is destroyed.

It is the future of people. Homes have
been the means by which people have
been able to finance a child’s edu-
cation. Homes have been the means by
which persons can start a small busi-
ness with the equity that they have in
the home. Homes have provided people
with a future.

He goes on to say, ‘“‘And when the
world’s gaze’’—when the world’s atten-
tion, if you will, when the world is no
longer looking at Gaza and the Pal-
estinians, he goes on to say, ““When the
world’s gaze moves on and forgets
about what happened, this pain and
suffering and rupture remains with the
people for decades. . . . ©’

You don’t lose your home, have your
home blown away, bombed, destroyed,
and just forget about it. It becomes a
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nightmare. Your dream becomes a
nightmare. You will for years, decades,
perhaps the rest of your life, remember
that you lost your home and then you
have to start all over again.

If you are young, starting all over
may be something that you can accom-
plish with a degree of ease, but many of
these persons who are losing their
homes in Gaza are not young. They are
not starting all over as youngsters who
have years ahead of them. Many of
them are seeking a place to call home,
shelter, if you will, in places that have
been destroyed. Maybe there is a cor-
ner that they can move into and per-
haps they can pull some cover over
themselves at night. They bring their
babies with them, their children with
them as they move into these places to
try to find shelter.

Let’s take a look at one possibility.

This is a depiction of destruction in
Gaza. You have two adults with chil-
dren out front. I don’t know that this
is their home, if they were ever living
in any of these areas that are rep-
resented in the picture, but this is a
place where someone dwelled and, as
you can see, it has been destroyed.

This has to be painful when you real-
ize that years of savings, years of
building, and repairing all gone up with
one bomb that has our fingerprints on
it, by the way, because we have pro-
vided largesse to Israel.

Some might say, well, maybe the
money didn’t go directly toward that
bomb. Perhaps not. Perhaps not, but as
my colleagues from across the aisle
like to remind me, there is something
called ‘‘fungibility,” meaning that
moneys that are set aside for one
thing, once you acquire some addi-
tional dollars, you can use that money
for other things.

We have our fingerprints on this de-
struction, and we ought to be con-
cerned about the harm that it is going
to cause not just in the near future but
in the distant future, immediate harm,
as well as long-term harm.

I continue now with the NPR article.
For fear that some may have missed
the last paragraph, I will read it again.
““This is the house of a family, of the
saving, the livelihood, the dreams and
the future of people.”

This is what Azzouz said, ‘‘And when
the world’s gaze moves on,” when the
world is no longer paying attention, if
you will, “moves on and forgets about
what’s happened, this pain’’—these are
the persons who will experience the
pain to a certain extent—‘‘and suf-
fering and rupture remains with people
for decades, because this was their lost
life, their lost time, and they grieve for
it.”

Your life is in your home. Your time
is in your home. We have to start to
think about what is happening to peo-
ple now as a result of our largesse. Our
largesse is permitting this kind of
thing to happen to people that war has
not been declared against.

Remember, the war was declared
against Hamas, not the Palestinians.
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Continuing with the NPR article.
“Domicide has come to be a feature of
conflict in the Middle East”—this is
what he said—‘‘from Mosul in Iraq to
Aleppo and Homs in his native Syria.
Azzouz and others argue that this kind
of destruction wreaks deep psycho-
logical damage on people.”

Can you imagine how hurt you would
be mentally if you have your home de-
stroyed and you have done nothing
wrong and you are innocent? Can you
imagine how this pain lingers within
your mind?

He says it is ‘‘deep psychological
damage on people, for whom the loss of
their home means a deeply felt loss of
security.” No home. You have lost
your security. The home is a place
where you feel secure. You lock your
doors. You are there with your family.
Everybody is in and you feel safe and
secure. It remains a place of loss of se-
curity, of comfort, and memories.

The memories of the children grow-
ing up and the many little things that
happen in the home. The baby taking
his first step in the room where, in
some cases, the baby was born, unfor-
tunately.

Now, the article in NPR moves on to
what the numbers show in Gaza.

‘““More than half of all buildings in
Gaza have been damaged or destroyed
as of February 2, according to analysis
of satellite imagery by a team of re-
searchers at Oregon State University.”

This is NPR now quoting Oregon
State University researchers as well as
it says here, ‘. . . the City University
of New York. In northern Gaza, the
most populous area of the territory be-
fore the war, as much as 82.9 percent of
all buildings were damaged or de-
stroyed.”

This is in northern Gaza where peo-
ple were told you have to move because
the military is coming and you will be
safe if you move to another area, which
we have found not to be the case, by
the way.

Let’s take a look at another picture.

This is a representation. This is
Gaza. I am not sure that it is northern
Gaza, but if you look at the destruc-
tion here, you can see the lost dreams,
the hopes, the security. The destruc-
tion is almost unimaginable. It is un-
imaginable in the sense that this is
being perpetrated on innocent people.

Here is an example of an innocent
person, a young Palestinian child. Ob-
viously, we should be concerned first
about this child. The home and other
tangible things are important, but first
about this child.

This child may have no home to re-
turn to. Notice I said may. I don’t
know this child’s personal history, but
may have no home to return to. This
child is injured, suffering, may have no
home to return to. If not this child,
some child who has been injured will
have no home to return to.

And when you see this child, as I
have begged in the past and I appeal to
you now, don’t just see a Palestinian
child, see a human being, a human
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being that is suffering. See an Israeli
child. See your own child, care, and
have a heart. Understand that injustice
in the name of justice is still injustice.
This is an injustice.

Many of the persons who had to leave
their homes did not leave in the mode
of transportation that would be famil-
iar to us. Here is a family. They are
having to vacate, and in so doing, they
find themselves with what appears to
be as much as they can carry on a cart
that is being drawn with a donkey.

They are already poor, already in
poverty by standards that we recog-
nize. They lost their home or are leav-
ing their home. I don’t know their per-
sonal history, so I can’t say that these
persons lost their home in the bomb-
ing, but I can tell you that somebody
similar to these persons, if not these
persons did, when the numbers that I
called to your attention are as large as
they are.

So it may not be these persons, but it
has been some people that have had to
evacuate, had to vacate and move on
because the bombs were coming, and
they came.
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Here is another picture of a child suf-
fering. We can conclude that the child
is suffering because the head is ban-
daged, and there is some sort of tube
that has been inserted in the child’s
mouth.

Suffering, I Kkeep bringing this to
your attention because we cannot
allow the Palestinians to become just
casualties of war. That is all—just cas-
ualties of war.

I refuse to allow Israelis to be casual-
ties of war, innocent people, and I am
going to stand for the Palestinians in
the same vein as I stand for the
Israelis. They are not just casualties of
war. These are human beings.

If this child survives, 10, 15, 20 years
from now, what will the psychological
impact of this be on that child? Some
20 years from now, how will this im-
pact this child’s behavior? Does any-
body really care, or do we just want to
bomb what we see as Gaza and Hamas
into oblivion? Do we just want to bomb
them into oblivion and, in the process,
kill innocent babies?

Nobody could claim that this baby
was a part of Hamas. This baby looks
to be not older than 3 or 4 years of age
at most, probably. I am being generous
in saying 3 or 4. This is a baby.

We are the United States of America.
We care about people. We are the coun-
try with the Statue of Liberty. We are
the country with the words: All persons
are created equal and endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights,
among them life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.

We are the country that pledges alle-
giance to a flag, and we announce as we
do so that there should be liberty and
justice for all.

We are the United States of America.
We cannot condone this. We cannot
condone it. We cannot, in one breath,
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condemn the Kkilling of innocent
Israelis, innocent babies in Israel, and
then condone this, find some way in
our minds to justify that it is okay for
this to occur.

If you hurt an Israeli baby, you have
done something dastardly. Well, this is
a baby, too. For those who believe in
the right to life, does this child have a
right to life? I say yes.

Continuing, an NPR article, not AL
GREEN. This is from NPR, published on
February 9, 2024, written by Becky Sul-
livan. This is NPR:

““More than half of all buildings in
Gaza have been damaged or destroyed
as of February 2, according to analysis
of satellite imagery by a team of re-
searchers at Oregon State University
and the City University of New York.
In northern Gaza, the most populous
area of the territory before the war, as
much as 82.9 percent of all buildings
were damaged or destroyed.

“Israel’s military says its strikes in
response to October 7, when Hamas
militants attacked Israel and killed
1,200 people. . . . ¢

Let me just stop. I am going to finish
the sentence, but I have to say this.
“Killed” is too polite a word for what
Hamas did. It really is. When you de-
capitate people, ‘‘killed” is not the
word that we can use, and ‘‘decapita-
tion” is too polite. These are words for
polite society.

What they did was something that
human beings ought not have to wit-
ness.

Let me conclude with this. Friends,
we have to care because we have our
fingerprints on these issues, and I only
pray and hope that we will do some-
thing to help the people of Palestine.

Humanitarian aid is absolutely nec-
essary, and I pray that the country
that provided the largesse that made
much of this possible will be the same
country to provide the humanitarian
aid to help the people of Palestine who
are suffering immeasurable harm.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 206.—An act to require the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion to regularly review and update policies
and manuals related to inspections at ports
of entry.

S. 1858.—An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to establish a deadline for ap-
plying for disaster unemployment assist-
ance.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 51 minutes
a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Friday, March
15, 2024, at 11 a.m.
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