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No one has begun to do the estimations 
of what it does to the economy, yet 
there was almost no discussion of what 
we are going to do to make healthcare 
actually more affordable. We are going 
to play the con job of we are just going 
to raise taxes from one group, put it 
over in the other group, and we are 
going to pretend that you can shore it 
up by taxing rich people. 

Okay. Fine. I am not bleeding for 
rich people. What I am bleeding for is 
the fact that once you use their wealth 
to shore up the Medicare trust fund, 
how do you plan to take care of Social 
Security, which is three-quarters of the 
problem, so three times bigger? You 
were willing to talk about the one 
quarter. I guess that is called good pol-
itics. I am sure they polled it all before 
they got there. 

You start looking about the total cu-
mulative receipts—and, remember, we 
don’t actually have tax collections, we 
call them receipts. That is actually the 
proper term in the tax world. You 
know, we actually have a mismatching 
problem where the President’s budget 
basically keeps saying somehow they 
are going to have $7 trillion more in 
tax receipts than the CBO baseline. 

We are going to dig into this and try 
to understand where it comes from be-
cause it is not only CBO, it is also the 
fiscal budget, and somehow there is 
this magic money that appears over 
the rest of this decade. 

All right. Two more of these, and it 
always helps if you put it right-side up. 

Total difference in receipts. We start 
to understand they expect substan-
tially higher income taxes. Okay. Ev-
erybody needs to get ready. Corporate 
taxes are also higher. Payroll taxes, 
now that is the one that has stayed 
fairly flat in the way of these new pro-
jections, and that is what actually fi-
nances our Social Security. That is ac-
tually what finances—up until re-
cently—our Medicare Part A. The num-
bers just don’t line up. 

I am not even going to make you suf-
fer through this. 

Madam Speaker, back to the point at 
hand. In 9 years, maybe 8 years, we 
double senior poverty. The President 
said he wants to raise taxes rather dra-
matically on people with $100 million, 
because apparently if you have $100 
million, you are a billionaire. 

Okay. That may be enough money to 
shore up part of the Medicare trust 
fund, but once again, the vast majority 
of Medicare spending is general fund 
spending. That is actually the single 
biggest driver—that and now interest— 
of our debt and deficits. 
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Did you all see the stunts last year 
and now again this year of, ‘‘Well, you 
are not allowed to talk about Social 
Security’’? So, they are willing to dou-
ble senior poverty. 

My simple projection is that this 
Congress has decided to put the bond 
market in charge of this government 
because the first moment the bond 

market doesn’t want our borrowing— 
remember, $95,000 a second is what we 
are borrowing. That is about $9 billion 
a day that we are borrowing. Under-
stand, we have actually had a couple of 
months so far this year when we had to 
borrow money to pay the interest. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to yield 
back because I am bewildered. I am not 
sure anyone cares anymore, but these 
numbers are going to wipe us out, and 
making up crap to win the next elec-
tion is immoral. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the subject matter of the Spe-
cial Order hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor 
that I rise today to co-anchor the 
CBC’s Special Order hour with Member 
JONATHAN JACKSON from the great Chi-
cago, Illinois. 

For the next 60 minutes, we have the 
chance to speak directly to the Amer-
ican people on issues of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congress, the constituents we rep-
resent, and all Americans—the health 
and well-being of Americans, American 
Black men and boys. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), 
my honorable colleague. 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, let me 
first thank the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK) 
for allowing me the opportunity to 
speak today and also the gentleman 
from Illinois, her great partner, the 
Honorable JONATHAN JACKSON, who 
comes from a lineage of great service 
to this Nation. 

I am here tonight because of the 
topic. I was once a Black little boy, 
and so the topic is very important to 
me because, you see, in this Nation, 
Madam Speaker, it seems that there is 
a race going on. It appears that some-
times the young men in my community 
don’t receive the same consideration, 
the same opportunities, the same ben-
efit of the doubt that other young men 
are allowed to have. So, I am here to 
talk a bit about that. 

The young lady that has brought us 
here today, the honorable gentlewoman 
from Florida, FREDERICA WILSON, has 
been a consummate advocate for Black 

men and young boys. I thank my good 
friend, Congresswoman FREDERICA WIL-
SON, for tonight. 

She is a strong supporter of efforts to 
improve the health of Black males. She 
created and now serves as chairwoman 
of the House caucus on the Commission 
on the Social Status of Black Men and 
Boys. She founded this caucus to un-
cover these social disparities that af-
fect Black men’s health in our country, 
and the caucus does exceptional work 
to address these issues that lower the 
life expectancy of Black men, such as 
gun violence, mental illness, and the 
lack of access to quality healthcare. In 
fact, Congresswoman WILSON has done 
more to improve Black men’s health 
than most Black men. 

That is why I am honored to be here 
today to support her. The health of 
Black males is particularly important 
to me for two reasons. 

As a Black Congressman, I want to 
do everything I can to improve the 
health and well-being of Black men. I 
am the co-chair of three different con-
gressional caucuses that deal with 
healthcare: the Congressional Men’s 
Health Caucus, the Congressional 
Colorectal Cancer Caucus, and the Con-
gressional Peripheral Artery Disease 
Caucus. 

I understand the disparities in 
healthcare that exist for Black men 
and all Black Americans. Studies show 
that Black Americans do not get the 
same healthcare, on average, as our 
counterparts in this country, and that 
causes too many members of our com-
munity to die from preventable dis-
eases. 

Today, Black men born after 1960 
have a life expectancy of 61. To quote 
Congresswoman WILSON: ‘‘They do not 
even live long enough to collect their 
Social Security.’’ 

The second and most important rea-
son is that I am diabetic, and I have to 
monitor my health on a daily basis. 
Unfortunately, too many Black men do 
not monitor their health on a con-
sistent basis, and that is one reason the 
life expectancy of Black men is so low. 

They fail to get regular checkups and 
health screenings. They wait to see a 
doctor until they have a reason, and 
that can allow a minor health issue to 
become a major one. 

I could go on about this issue because 
it means so much to me as a Black 
man, but I would love to give my col-
leagues here the opportunity to express 
their concern about this very impor-
tant issue. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for his comments. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. WILSON). 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding. 

I am honored to be here on the floor 
of the U.S. Capitol to kick off this Spe-
cial Order hour on Black men and boys. 

I am Congresswoman FREDERICA WIL-
SON, chair of the U.S. Commission on 
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the Social Status of Black Men and 
Boys and the Congresswoman rep-
resenting Florida’s 24th District, but 
you can call me FREDERICA ‘‘Preven-
tion’’ WILSON because that is what I do. 

I believe, as Frederick Douglass said: 
‘‘It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men.’’ Thus, as a 
woman and even during Women’s His-
tory Month, I want to take a moment 
to talk about our fathers, our brothers, 
our uncles, and our sons. We have wast-
ed far too much time allowing condi-
tions to fester that work to break 
Black men and extinguish the lives of 
Black boys before they become men. 

I refuse to allow Black men to be 
among the highest mortality rates, 
who, on average, are dying before they 
can collect their Social Security 
checks. I refuse to let this happen on 
my watch. I have to speak up. 

As Members of Congress, we have to 
speak up. So, those of us who are here 
tonight are here to speak up for Black 
men and boys. 

This is such an important topic near 
and dear to my heart because of what 
we are doing, committing to make 2024 
the year of Black men and boys. 

Let me take a moment to thank my 
fellow members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus and the Commission on 
the Social Status of Black Men and 
Boys for being here tonight because we 
have so much work to do. 

Developing strong Black men is my 
life’s work. Thirty years ago, I started 
the 5000 Role Models of Excellence, a 
mentoring organization committed to 
supporting all boys, but particularly 
Black boys. 

The 5000 Role Models of Excellence 
had an event just last month where we 
continued our work to improve the re-
lationship between Black boys and our 
Miami-area police because we all know 
of the tension that exists between the 
police and Black men. We all know 
that, no matter how many laws we 
pass, they can only work when we 
change the tenor, hearts, and compas-
sion of both sides because the tension 
has always existed long before we have 
all been alive. Since slavery, it has ex-
isted. 

Oftentimes, I ask people to raise 
their hand if they want to change 
places with a Black boy in America, 
and no one ever raises their hand. 
Why? Because we all know and see the 
issues they face. 

That is why I am so grateful to be 
standing on the floor of the House, 
talking to the people of the United 
States about how to break those ten-
sions between our youth and the police. 
The relationship with police is one of 
the many issues that uniquely affect 
Black men, and it is something all of 
us, whether that be the White House, 
Members of Congress, or leaders in our 
community, must never stop address-
ing. 

At the start of my career as an ele-
mentary school teacher, I remember 
watching how my fellow teachers 
treated Black boys. I vividly remember 

that if a Black boy accidentally 
knocked a book off the desk, the teach-
er would be livid, scold him for knock-
ing down the book, and punish him 
with detention. If anyone else other 
than a Black boy knocked a book off 
the teacher’s desk, the teacher’s re-
sponse was completely different. They 
would say: ‘‘It is okay. I am sure you 
didn’t see it.’’ Afterward, class would 
proceed. It was crazy. 

Then, Secretary of Education Lamar 
Alexander came to my school at the be-
hest of President Bush to declare that 
the 5000 Role Models of Excellence was 
a model for the Nation. It was a great 
day in Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. They labeled it a break the 
mold program. 

In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Presi-
dent Clinton honored the program as 
part of America’s Promise Alliance, 
and all the living Presidents were 
there. We were declared a teaching ex-
ample for the Nation, and I went on to 
record commercials for HBO, explain-
ing the importance of Black men be-
coming mentors for Black boys. The 
commercials were shown all over the 
world. 
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The 5000 Role Models of Excellence 
Project is a program that we must all 
remember. We are all over Florida; in 
Detroit, Michigan; headed to The Baha-
mas; Birmingham, Alabama; and Los 
Angeles, California. 

To date, the 5000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence has funded full college schol-
arships for nearly 2,000 young men and 
has uplifted many Black men who are 
now doctors, Capitol Police officers, 
lawyers, city commissioners, county 
commissioners, college presidents, 
members of our Federal agencies, and 
the leaders of today and tomorrow, and 
we have receipts. 

This is what I want for all Black men 
and boys: to level the playing field and 
open the doors of opportunities for 
them. 

I invite Members of Congress, other 
politicians, universities, school sys-
tems, philanthropists, artists, enter-
tainers, and cities to start their own 
chapters of 5000 Role Models because I 
have a dream. 

I have a dream, just like Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., had a dream. I have a 
dream that we can end mass incarcer-
ation. I have a dream that we can end 
gun violence. The list goes on and on. 
In my mind, I don’t see an issue more 
important than this one because we 
can uplift Black men and boys and put 
them on a path to success. We can 
change the course of this country. 

I believe that if the Black voters of 
this country, especially the men, knew 
that there is a Commission on the So-
cial Status of Black Men and Boys, we 
would not be talking about their vote. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, I met 
with the Commission on the Social 
Status of Black Men and Boys, includ-
ing Councilwoman Kristen Clarke, who 
serves as United States Assistant At-

torney General, Reverend Al Sharpton, 
and our new Gen Z Congressman MAX-
WELL FROST, who all eagerly put forth 
ideas, bringing the weight of their es-
sential work to this issue of Black men 
and boys. 

One thing was clear in that meeting. 
It is long overdue for us to address the 
disparities affecting Black men and 
boys. The crime bill, welfare reform, it 
is long overdue. Education, college 
scholarships, access to jobs and hous-
ing, and the number one issue is pre-
vention. We must remember, preven-
tion. 

My name is Congresswoman FRED-
ERICA ‘‘Prevention’’ WILSON, and I ap-
prove this message. I thank all who 
have joined us this evening, and we 
look forward to them working with us 
and the Congressional Black Caucus to 
uplift Black men and boys. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman FREDERICA WILSON. I yield now 
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing, and I thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative FREDERICA WILSON from 
the great State of Florida, for concep-
tualizing, dreaming up, thinking up, 
and putting into play not only the op-
portunity for a discussion, but the tre-
mendous work and the great record she 
has achieved on behalf of African- 
American boys and men as she con-
tinues to represent her entire district. 

I trust that those who are watching 
are in good health and good spirits be-
cause our country is facing one of its 
most difficult periods in the history of 
America. There is tremendous friction, 
anxieties, different approaches to doing 
things, and I think about that every 
day as I try and represent the 759,000 
individuals who live in the very diverse 
area called the Seventh Congressional 
District of Illinois. 

Some of the wealthiest people in 
America live along the Gold Coast, the 
Magnificent Mile. Some of the most 
disadvantaged individuals live on the 
south and west sides of Chicago, areas 
that were devastated during the period 
of movement action, especially after 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

As an elected official, I try to bal-
ance the concerns of all these different 
individuals, all of their hopes, their as-
pirations, recognizing their issues, 
their problems, and their concerns. 
While I represent every aspect of the 
district—Chinatown; what used to be 
called Jewtown; Little Italy, an Italian 
community; Ukrainian Village, a 
Ukrainian community; a large African- 
American community; suburban 
areas—lots of issues, lots of problems, 
tremendous needs, lots of hopes and as-
pirations. 

African-American males are at the 
forefront of these issues and these 
problems for many various reasons 
that I won’t even attempt to really 
characterize or go into. Oftentimes, 
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when you look at quality of life and 
those things that are indicators of 
quality of life, the most dispropor-
tionate number of individuals incarcer-
ated, African-American males; the in-
dividuals who drop out of school with-
out graduating, African-American 
males; the unemployed. We brag about 
less than 4 percent unemployment in 
our country, but the highest level of 
unemployment is African-American 
males. 

Something has to be done beyond the 
average, beyond the norm. We need 
programs, but we really need to keep 
working on reducing poverty. Many of 
these individuals live in poverty- 
stricken areas, poverty-stricken 
homes, single-parent homes, areas 
where the schools are not as good as 
they might be in other areas. 

Therefore, we need special consider-
ation, special treatment. We need to 
make sure that low-income families 
can get a real child tax credit like we 
enacted for the year 2021 where individ-
uals who earned $75,000 or less were 
able to achieve for their children under 
6 $300 a month. That helped a great 
deal. Of course, if they were 6 and over, 
under 17, it was $250. That helped a 
great deal. 

What can we do that relates to the 
needs of African-American men and 
boys? We can enact a serious child tax 
credit. We have institutions called 
PBIs as well as historically Black col-
leges and universities. I attended one. I 
credit it with saving my life, my being, 
or putting me in a position. 

However, we can also do some things 
ourselves. Put more focus on reading. I 
think if a child, a young person learns 
to read and likes it, they then can fly 
as high as their understanding and 
imagination will take them. One of the 
reasons that I stand here tonight as a 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives is because I learned to read when 
I was a little boy, and I loved it. 

The more I read, the more I wanted 
to read. 

The more I learned, the more I want-
ed to learn. 

Of course, my father used to tell us, 
the more you learn, the more you real-
ize how little you know. 

Education is the cornerstone, the 
key, and that is one of the reasons that 
I just love Representative FREDERICA 
WILSON, because she has been an out-
standing educator and has taken what 
she knew, brought it here to us in the 
House of Representatives, brought it 
from Florida to Washington, and now 
people all over the country are trying 
to emulate her 5000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence for African-American males; 
boys who were put into special pro-
grams and special activities. I com-
mend her for that. 

The last thing that I will say is in 
order to deal effectively with the prob-
lems associated with being an African- 
American male, I have been told that 
where there is righteousness in the 
heart, there is beauty in the character. 
Meaning, that if there is righteousness 

where we make decisions here in Wash-
ington, D.C., our activities will follow 
that righteousness. We will come up 
with the laws, appropriate the money, 
and make sure that every individual in 
our country has the opportunity to 
grow, develop, to become whatever 
their manhood/womanhood, hard-
working ambition combines to make 
them. That is the promise of America. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank Congressman 
DAVIS for his words. I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH). 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative CHERFILUS- 
MCCORMICK and Representative JONA-
THAN JACKSON for presiding over this 
critical hour this evening. 

I thank my colleagues in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus as well as the 
Commission on the Social Status of 
Black Men and Boys, but in particular, 
our chairwoman, FREDERICA WILSON. 
As a proud commissioner and a found-
ing member, I am always grateful for 
the opportunity to speak in support of 
the vital work that this commission is 
undertaking. 

Just last week, President Biden stood 
in this very Chamber, and he spoke of 
the transformational moment that 
happened 59 years ago in Selma, Ala-
bama, as brave, nonviolent activists 
marched for justice and equality. We 
remembered our late friend and former 
colleague John Lewis, whose presence 
and influence this legislative body just 
really, really misses every single day. 

The world has changed for Black men 
and boys in America since John Lewis 
was beaten and bloodied on a bridge in 
Selma, Alabama, but it is no secret 
that Black men and boys continue to 
face unjust hurdles in this country. 

The reality is that life expectancy for 
Black men is among the lowest in the 
country. Most Black men do not live 
long enough to even collect Social Se-
curity. Black men are incarcerated at 
the highest rates, and Black men suffer 
disproportionately from income and 
education inequality, unemployment, 
health disparities, police violence, and 
gun violence. 

I know these realities all too well. 
My son, Jordan Davis, was a victim of 
a culture of implicit bias and racism, a 
culture that teaches to shoot first and 
ask questions later, a culture that 
claimed the life of my son before he 
was even 18 years of age. 

b 2030 

I think about the trajectory of my 
son’s life and what his future was sup-
posed to look like. I dreamed of watch-
ing him graduate from high school, 
going on to college, and starting a fam-
ily of his own. Jordan should be living 
out his life and shaping his own legacy 
right now. I should never have had to 
bury my son. 

I never should have had to bury my 
child and carry out a legacy in his 
name that works to save as many lives 
as I possibly can, but that is why I am 
here as a Congresswoman—to fight for 

the rights of young boys that look just 
like my son Jordan, to provide policy 
solutions that will keep them safe and 
allow them to grow into adulthood, to 
prevent mothers from having to answer 
the same phone call that I did when I 
was told that my son would never ever 
come home again. That is why I am a 
founding member of this commission. 

Since its inception, the commission 
has searched for ways to address these 
inequities, from education to employ-
ment, housing to healthcare, justice to 
civil rights. I am very proud of the 
work that we are doing, lifting up the 
stories of Black men and boys who des-
perately need our support. 

In particular, I am heartened by the 
progress that we are making on gun vi-
olence prevention and accomplish-
ments that I helped to pass such as the 
historic Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act, the first comprehensive gun vio-
lence prevention package passed in al-
most 30 years in this country. 

That package included aspects of my 
Federal Extreme Risk Protection Order 
Act, and it also includes $750 million in 
crisis prevention funding over 5 years 
and $250 million for community vio-
lence intervention funding to give our 
communities the resources that they 
have been crying out for. 

Millions of dollars have already been 
provided to nonprofits and community 
groups to keep our neighbors safe and 
whole, but we need to continue to do so 
very much more. 

Last fall, I was honored to speak 
from the White House Press Briefing 
Room the day after President Biden 
announced the creation of the first- 
ever White House Office of Gun Vio-
lence Prevention, which is overseen by 
Vice President HARRIS. This is a direct 
result of our sustained advocacy to 
President Biden and members of this 
administration. I am very pleased that 
I was able to advise President Biden 
and his administration on two close al-
lies to help lead this office: Rob Wilcox 
with Everytown for Gun Safety and 
Greg Jackson with Community Justice 
Action Fund. 

I have held many roles in my life. I 
am the daughter of civil rights leaders. 
I have been a flight attendant. I am a 
wife and a mother. At this moment, I 
am still a mother who is deeply con-
cerned about the future generations of 
Black men and boys, and this cause, I 
will say, belongs to all of us. 

Just last week, as distinguished 
guests arrived to hear the President’s 
address, I was heartbroken and dis-
heartened to hear firsthand from a 
young Black man being discriminated 
against in his school over his locs. For 
those of you who don’t know what locs 
are, that is hair. He has not been al-
lowed to learn alongside his peers in 
the classroom and is instead being sep-
arated and held for in-school suspen-
sion. 

Even with the progress that we have 
made, our young Black boys face in-
creasing hate on the streets and in our 
communities every single day. Places 
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that should foster learning and help 
them to flourish are attempting to 
break down their souls and tell them 
that they are not worthy of their own 
bright futures. 

This is absolutely unacceptable. We 
must work harder than ever before to 
speak in one voice and demand the 
change that is so desperately needed in 
this country. 

I am grateful to my colleagues in 
this Congress. I am so grateful to the 
Congressional Black Caucus and the 
Commission on the Social Status of 
Black Men and Boys to stand in the 
gap as elected lawmakers and loving 
parents and aunts and uncles of young 
Black men. 

One thing I do know: There is noth-
ing more powerful than a Black mother 
on a mission. As a Black mother, I will 
never falter in our work. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive MCBATH for her remarks. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON), my 
honorable colleague. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my honorable col-
league from the great State of Florida 
(Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK). 

I thank the Honorable FREDERICA 
WILSON for her outstanding work. I 
thank my honorable friend from the 
great State of New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) 
for his consistency and caring for this 
truly significant cause. 

Madam Speaker, tonight, as we gath-
er to discuss what is, for me, a most 
important area of concern, I am re-
minded of how overdue and necessary 
the concern for Black men in this 
Chamber happens to be. 

If it is true that Black women are the 
most marginalized, overlooked, and 
economically oppressed group in Amer-
ica, then it is the case that Black men 
are, without question, the most 
criminalized and misunderstood. 

No other community in America has 
had to deal with the detrimental ef-
fects of the prison industrial complex 
as Black men have. 

Let me remind my colleagues that 
one in three African-American chil-
dren, boys born after the year 2001, will 
spend time in prison over the course of 
their lifetime in America. 

It is still the case that 1 in 230 Black 
boys are detained in juvenile facilities 
across this country. It is still the case 
that 1 in 1,000 Black boys will die at 
the hands of the police in our country. 
It is still the case that one in three 
Black children live in poverty. 

The vulnerabilities abound. The mis-
understandings amalgamate. The suf-
fering continues. There is simply no 
other group in America more 
commodified and policed than the bod-
ies and souls of young Black men. 

Yet, compared to almost any other 
group, Black men have been some of 
the most dedicated devotees to the 
principles of America. Black men have 
fought and died in every war this coun-
try has ever had. From the Revolu-

tionary War in 1776 to the war in Af-
ghanistan, Black men have stood up for 
what it means to be an American. 
Black men have died on the beaches of 
Normandy and in the killing fields of 
Vietnam. Black men gave their lives in 
Korea and in both World War I and II. 

Let us not forget the recent deaths of 
three U.S. Army Reserve soldiers, men 
and women who were killed in Jordan 
near the Syrian border. 

Most of the time, when Black men 
were dying for America, America was 
about the business of denying them 
both their humanity and their rights. 
For most of the 248 years of this coun-
try, the relationship between Black 
men and America has been one of unre-
quited love. 

When Black men stood up for Amer-
ican independence, America persisted 
in keeping Black men in slavery and 
counted them as three-fifths of a per-
son. 

When Black men fought for the west-
ern expansion of this country, America 
rewarded Black men by then denying 
them 40 acres and a mule and access to 
the homestead grants. 

When America went off to war in Eu-
rope to fight for liberation of England 
and France against the demonic as-
sault of Hitler and the Nazis, Black 
men fought for the liberation of other 
people—and then came home to seg-
regation, Jim Crow, and second-class 
citizenship. 

America rebuilt Europe but did noth-
ing for Black communities. America 
rebuilt Japan and left Black men and 
boys suffering without a national agen-
da. America defended South Korea but 
left Black men completely defenseless 
in the face of unregulated racial vio-
lence and Jim Crow economics. 

After the Holocaust, America rightly 
supported the creation of Israel and a 
homeland for persecuted Jewish people 
but left the South Side of Chicago, 
Harlem, parts of Detroit, and all 
throughout the South, all the places 
where Black men seek refuge and live, 
without proper political and economic 
consideration. 

The single greatest factor in the cre-
ation of the middle class in this coun-
try was the GI Bill, but even after 
Black men fought in the same war that 
made White men eligible for the GI 
Bill, Black soldiers were consistently 
denied and impeded from receiving 
what they deserved as a result of their 
sacrifice. 

This is the unbroken chain of dis-
appointing events. This predictable 
pattern of historical contradictions of 
unrequited devotion has peppered and 
persecuted the humanity of Black men 
unjustly. 

Today, Black men and boys stand as 
the lone group in America still waiting 
for the Nation to understand their de-
velopment to be an indispensable part 
of the future of this Nation. 

As I stand here tonight, I ask my col-
leagues: Where is the national develop-
ment plan for Black men and boys? If 
the Nation made a concerted effort to 

lock up two generations of Black men 
and boys in the criminal industrial 
complex, then surely this Nation 
should dedicate intentional efforts to 
the restoration of Black men from that 
kind of brokenness. It is unnatural. 

I think it is about time that the Fed-
eral Government intentionally put 
Black men on the agenda. How is it 
that the Nation can have a plan for ev-
eryone else, but it is completely bereft 
of ideas when it comes to the restora-
tion of Black boys? 

Black children are the only people in 
America who live in a country that has 
second-class schools, first-class pris-
ons, and third-class water infrastruc-
ture. 

We need a legislative agenda that 
will enhance the lives and future of 
Black men and boys. We need to set 
aside resources and enact policies that 
will facilitate the uplifting of a com-
munity, the community of Black men. 

We need to enforce an agenda that 
will prosecute those who use their 
power, status, and influence to harm 
and criminalize those without jus-
tification or cause and one that will 
recognize the dignity and safety of 
Black men as a national priority. 

We can start by passing the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act. We can start 
by passing the George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act of 2020. 

I call on every Member of the United 
States Senate to stop playing with the 
future of Black men because Black 
men are not pawns to be played with 
on the battlefield of identity politics 
but are, rather, the children of God, 
just like everyone else in this country. 

Thankfully, because of President 
Biden’s stewardship of the economy, 
Black unemployment is the lowest it 
has ever been, but more needs to be 
done. 

Madam Speaker, one out of three 
Black families still has negative 
wealth—or no money, meaning they 
are in debt, living paycheck to pay-
check. One out of every four Black 
children born in 1990 will experience 
the incarceration of their fathers in 
their lifetimes. One out of every six 
Black boys is suspended from school. It 
is still the case that one in nine Black 
children will enter the foster care sys-
tem and have to live with the devasta-
tion that comes along with that. 

This should not be done at the ex-
pense of any other community but 
should happen in concert with how we 
address the needs of the disinherited 
and marginalized amongst us. 

We have already seen what Black 
men can do when the game is fair and 
the rules are made public. Black men 
can excel at sports, not merely because 
we are physically gifted but, rather, be-
cause the game cannot be rigged. When 
the rules are clear and everyone has 
the opportunity to play by the same 
standards, we can win. When the play-
ing field is even and nobody gets to tilt 
the game in their favor, Black men can 
thrive. 

Madam Speaker, I say to my friends 
today that we need Black men to 
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thrive in America. We need all the ge-
nius and creativity that Black men 
have to offer. 

This Nation would be unlivable with-
out the genius of Frederick Douglass 
and the Reverend Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 

b 2045 
What would America be without the 

literary power of James Baldwin and 
Ralph Ellison? 

This Nation would be an incomplete 
project without what Black men have 
given to this country. Let us recommit 
ourselves to the expanding future of 
Black men and boys. In doing so, let us 
reaffirm our commitment to one an-
other. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER), 
my honorable colleague. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Representative 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, the treatment of 
Black men and boys in our society is 
not a new issue. It demands our urgent 
attention and decisive action. The sta-
tistics paint a grim picture. 

The life expectancy of a Black man 
in our country remains staggering low. 
Black men are disproportionately af-
fected by mass incarceration, trapped 
in a vicious cycle that perpetuates in-
equality and injustice. 

Our boys are funneled into a school- 
to-prison pipeline at an alarming rate, 
their futures stolen before they can 
flourish. 

Gun violence, health disparities, po-
lice brutality, unemployment, edu-
cational and income inequalities: 
These are just some of the burdens that 
Black men and boys disproportionately 
shoulder in our society. 

Despite these challenges, we have 
shown remarkable resilience. We have 
risen as icons in culture, education, 
fashion, sports, music, and politics, 
proving that our potential knows no 
bounds. However, we cannot be compla-
cent. We must confront the systemic 
injustices that continue to oppress us 
and work tirelessly to dismantle the 
chains of racism and inequality. We 
must invest in education, healthcare, 
economic opportunity, and criminal 
justice reform to ensure that every 
Black man and boy has a chance to 
survive and, more importantly, to 
thrive. 

I fought tirelessly to end healthcare 
inequities for Black Americans, and 
part of that is taking care of our men-
tal health in the same way we take 
care of our physical health. 

I introduced the Medical Health 
Workforce Act to increase the number 
of culturally competent mental health 
care providers in the United States, 
and I will keep fighting to reduce the 
stigma surrounding mental health 
care. 

It is okay to sometimes not be okay. 
You are not alone. Stand firm and 
know that if you need help, help is 
there for you. 

Recognize that we are a people and 
we all have a responsibility to care for 
each other. 

Additionally, I am an original co-
sponsor of the PSA Screening for HIM 
Act. This bill requires health insurance 
providers to offer screenings without 
any cost-sharing requirements for 
Black men or men with a history of 
prostate cancer between the ages of 55 
and 69; those individuals that are at 
the highest risk. 

Prostate cancer affects Black men in 
the United States at an alarming rate 
but it does not have to be a death sen-
tence. 

Every year, the Black community is 
disproportionately affected by prostate 
cancer. Moreover, Black men are twice 
as likely to die from prostate cancer as 
White men, but when we are diagnosed 
early enough, the survival rate is 97 
percent. When diagnosed early enough, 
97 percent survival rate. 

When the engine light in your car 
goes off, you pull over. You check the 
oil. You check the fluids. 

You make sure your car is all right 
because you don’t want your precious 
engine to be damaged. But when our 
bodies tell us something is going 
wrong, we ignore it, whether it is men-
tal or physical. We have to learn to pay 
attention to that light that indicates 
something is wrong, and then we have 
to be bold enough and bad enough to 
seek help and to know that sometimes 
it is okay to not be okay. There is 
nothing wrong with it. 

The stigma associated with mental 
health is too great, and we as a com-
munity have to build beyond it. We saw 
what happened with the young people 
after COVID. Isolation, our babies, sit-
ting at home with nothing to do but 
the internet and the dangers, and what 
we see happen as a result of that. 

You are not alone. The attack is real, 
and we as a community must do some-
thing about it. 

The Congressional Black Caucus is 
doing just that. 

When we stand up and we fight for 
our young men and boys to tell them 
that: You will not be a lost cause, that 
are not alone, that we believe in you. 
We know that you can be successful, 
and we know that you can be great. We 
are going to stand with you through 
thick and thin. 

We know erasures are on pencils for a 
reason because sometimes we make a 
mistake. It is not the mistake; it is 
how you recover from it. 

Our society must do better. We must 
provide better educational opportuni-
ties, better economic opportunities and 
higher wages so people can enjoy a 
greater quality of life. 

Supporting Black men and boys is 
not just a moral imperative, it is essen-
tial for the prosperity and well-being of 
our entire Nation. Together, let’s advo-
cate for change and build a future 
where every Black man and boy could 
reach their full potential and their 
God-given talents. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER). 

Madam Speaker, today I rise to dis-
cuss a pressing issue that has long lin-
gered in the shadows of society, which 
is the reality of health disparities that 
disproportionately impact Black men 
and boys in the United States. 

It is of grave concern that requires 
our collective attention, empathy, and 
most importantly, action. 

The staggering health disparities 
faced by Black men and boys in the 
United States demands concrete legis-
lative action. 

As Members of Congress, it is our 
duty to fight tirelessly to end these 
disparities through comprehensive and 
long-term policies that address the 
root causes of these injustices. 

We cannot ignore the profound and 
harsh truth that health and well-being 
of Black men and boys are in jeopardy. 
We see this truth manifest in the life 
expectancy gap that persists between 
Black and White men in America. 

Studies have shown that Black men 
are more likely to experience signifi-
cantly shorter lifespans than their 
White counterparts. This is both at 
birth and at the age of 65. 

According to the CDC, for White 
men, life expectancy at birth is about 6 
years longer than at 65. However, for 
Black men, that gap is over 9 years, 
showing that Black men are more like-
ly to die prematurely. This is not 
merely a statistical anomaly but a 
symptom of a system that does not ad-
dress the root causes of these dispari-
ties. 

Such studies have shown that the 
burden of chronic disease, such as hy-
pertension, diabetes, and heart disease, 
disproportionately affect Black men 
and boys. This is not a result of a mere 
circumstance but, rather, a con-
sequence of systemic issues, including 
limited access to quality healthcare, 
economic disparities, and racism. 

Furthermore, diseases like obesity 
impact Black men and boys at alarm-
ing rates. Obesity-related health dis-
parities are felt most acutely by under-
served populations, including popu-
lations and communities of color, low- 
income communities, and those who 
live in rural areas. 

That why I introduced H. Res. 1047, a 
resolution alongside my CBC colleague, 
GWEN MOORE, recognizing the urgent 
need to prevent and treat obesity as a 
disease to reduce the risk of related 
diseases and comorbidities amongst the 
Black community. 

We must acknowledge that 
healthcare is a fundamental human 
right, not a privilege dictated by one’s 
racial or ethnic background. To bridge 
the gap in life expectancy and to ad-
dress the prevalence of chronic dis-
eases, we must prioritize this issue and 
allocate resources for preventive care 
and community health programs in un-
derserved areas. 

The mental health crisis amongst 
Black men and boys is also of major 
concern. The stigma surrounding men-
tal health in the Black community 
often prevents individuals from seek-
ing the health they desperately need. 
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As a result, Black men and boys are 
more likely to suffer in silence, leading 
to higher rates of untreated mental 
health issues and, tragically, a greater 
risk of suicide. 

We must champion comprehensive 
legislation, expanding access to mental 
health services by allocating funds for 
mental health awareness campaigns, 
destigmatization initiatives, and com-
munity-based mental health clinics. 
We can create an environment where 
Black men and boys feel comfortable 
seeking help when they need it. 

We cannot turn a blind eye to these 
horrific disparities any longer. It is our 
moral imperative to confront the root 
causes of this crisis and work collec-
tively toward a more equitable and just 
healthcare system. 

We must advocate for policies that 
address socioeconomic inequalities, im-
prove access to education, increase em-
ployment opportunities, and eliminate 
the racial biases that exists within the 
healthcare system. 

All these things are possible if Mem-
bers of Congress commit to changing 
the trajectory of our Black men and 
our boys. 

I have been fortunate to raise a 
Black boy, and I pray every day that 
he can actually live beyond the odds. 
That is going to take more than pray-
er. That will take actions from all of 
our colleagues to make sure that all of 
our children have the same opportuni-
ties, regardless of their race, where 
they live, and where they are from. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
today to start supporting, allocating 
funds, and taking affirmative steps to 
change the trajectory of our Black men 
and boys, starting with health inequal-
ities, specifically mental health and 
obesity treatments and comorbidities. 

Madam Speaker, you have heard 
from my distinguished colleagues on 
Black men and boys, all issues of great 
importance to the Congressional Black 
Caucus, our constituents, Congress, 
and all Americans tonight. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following 
title, which was thereupon signed by 
the Speaker on Friday, March 8, 2024: 

H.R. 4366. An Act making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker, on Friday, March 8, 
2024, announced his signature to an en-
rolled bill of the Senate of the fol-
lowing title: 

S. 992.—An act to amend the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 to designate the Texas and New Mexico 
portions of the future Interstate-designated 
segments of the Port-to-Plains Corridor as 
Interstate Route 27, and for other purpose. 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on March 8, 
2024, the following bills were presented 
to the President of the United States 
for approval: 

H.R. 4366. Making consolidated appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7454. To amend title 49, United States 
Code, to extend authorizations for the air-
port improvement program, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
funding and expenditure authority of the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 57 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 12, 2024, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3348. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Dairy Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Reauthorization of Dairy Forward 
Pricing Program [Doc. No.: AMS-DA-23-0085] 
(RIN: 0581-AE27) received February 22, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

EC–3349. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s Joint final rule — 
Form PF; Reporting Requirements for All 
Filers and Large Hedge Fund Advisers [Re-
lease No.: IA-6546; File No.: S7-22-22] (RIN: 
3235-AN13) received March 4, 2024, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

EC–3350. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations Management Division, Rural Devel-
opment Innovation Center, Rural Develop-
ment — Rural Utilities Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Notice of funding opportunity — No-
tice of Funding Opportunity for the Rural 
eConnectivity Program for Fiscal Year 2024 
[Docket Number: RUS-23-Telecom-0022] re-
ceived February 22, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3351. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards; Minimum Sound Require-
ments for Hybrid and Electric Vehicles 
[Docket No.: NHTSA-2022-0061] (RIN: 2127- 
AL93) received February 28, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–3352. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of 

Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Exemptions From Aver-
age Fuel Economy Standards; Passenger 
Automobile Average Fuel Economy Stand-
ards [NHTSA-2022-0048] (RIN: 2127-AM29) re-
ceived February 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3353. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standards; Child Restraint Sys-
tems, Child Restraint Systems--Side Impact 
Protection, Incorporation by Reference 
[Docket No.: NHTSA-2022-0051] (RIN: 2127- 
AK95) received February 28, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–3354. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a 
six-month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to South Sudan that 
was declared in Executive Order 13664 of 
April 3, 2014, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); 
Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) 
and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3355. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Deter-
mination and accompanying documentation, 
pursuant to Public Law 117-328, Sec. 
7034(l)(5); (136 Stat. 5033); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3356. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Deter-
mination and accompanying documentation, 
pursuant to Public Law 117-328, Sec. 
7034(l)(5); (136 Stat. 5033); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3357. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT case 23-9887, pur-
suant to section 3(d) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3358. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT case 23-9987, pur-
suant to 3(d) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3359. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendments to the Darfur Sanctions Regu-
lations received March 5, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

EC–3360. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Up-
dating contact information and grammatical 
terminology in OFAC regulations received 
March 5, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–3361. A letter from the Chairman, 
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 25-406, ‘‘Strengthening Traf-
fic Enforcement, Education, and Responsi-
bility (‘‘STEER’’) Amendment Act of 2024’’, 
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); 
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

EC–3362. A letter from the Chairman, 
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 25-407, ‘‘Uniform Commercial 
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