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with local law enforcement. Aubrey’s efforts
have in turn led to Avalon providing full-time
staff at the Washtenaw County jail to support
returning citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognition of Aubrey Patifo’s hard
work and dedication to the homeless commu-
nity. Though we will miss her presence at Av-
alon, she has set them on a great path of suc-
cess. We wish her the best in her future en-
deavors, and thank her for her service. | thank
Aubrey.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MRS. MARGUERITE LOUISE
KOPPER CHALLY

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 29, 2024

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and lasting contributions of
Mrs. Marguerite Louise Kopper Chally. Mrs.
Chally, who passed away at the age of 103,
leaves behind an enduring legacy marked by
service, love, and compassion.

Born in Aberdeen, Idaho in 1920, Mrs.
Chally’s life was dedicated to caring for those
around her. After graduating from Aberdeen
High School, Mrs. Chally attended nursing
school at Bethel Deaconess Hospital in New-
ton, Kansas, earning her Registered Nurse
qualification in 1941. She first began her dec-
ades-long nursing career at the Children’s
Hospital of the East Bay in Oakland, Cali-
fornia.

Fueled by her passion for service and sin-
cere belief in the importance of bringing com-
fort to those around her, Mrs. Chally worked at
numerous hospitals and medical clinics
throughout her career. In the last twenty years
of her healthcare career, Mrs. Chally served at
the University of California, Davis Student
Health Center, providing critical care to count-
less students.

Beyond her essential role as a nurse, Mrs.
Chally embodied altruism and compassion in
all areas of her life. Volunteering for Yolo
County Hospice for over two decades and
serving at the International House in Davis
and Sutter Davis Hospital, her selflessness
and kindness touched all she encountered,
undeniably improving the lives of those around
her.

Mrs. Chally will be remembered not only for
her decades of service to California patients
and their families, but also for her genuine
commitment to her family, faith, and commu-
nity. She was a dearly loved family matriarch
and devoted her life to caring for others.

Mrs. Chally’s enduring spirit lives on in her
four children, 10 grandchildren, and 16 great-
grandchildren. My deepest sympathies go out
to Mrs. Chally’s loved ones. | know that they,
along with the people of Yolo County, join me
in celebrating her life and legacy.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
STEPHEN COLE

HON. PATRICK RYAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2024

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
and honor the impressive record of Mr. Ste-
phen Cole for his service to our country. Dur-
ing the Vietnam War, Sergeant Cole was as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment,
4th Infantry Division working directly with the
intelligence section. He was a part of a small
patrol reconnaissance and ambush team that
operated in Vietnam’s Central Highlands near
the Cambodian border and the La Drang Val-
ley. While in Vietnam during a recon patrol,
Sergeant Cole suffered wounds during a fire-
fight when he was impaled by a puniji stick
after stepping in a booby trap. He was subse-
quently evacuated to the Field Hospital in An
Khe for medical treatment. Sergeant Cole was
awarded the Bronze Star, which is awarded by
the Department of the Army in recognition of
heroic achievement, heroic service, meri-
torious achievement, or meritorious service in
a combat zone, in addition to the Purple Heart
for wounds he received in action in the Re-
public of Vietnam on July 14, 1970. Sergeant
Cole received numerous other awards for his
service, including the Army Commendation
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with
Bronze Star Attachments, the Combat Infantry
Badge, and a Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Ribbon. All of these awards are a true rep-
resentation of Sergeant Cole’s true grit while
in combat. Upon returning home, Mr. Cole
was the Regional Public Affairs and Commu-
nications manager for IBM where he served
on the board of directors of several regional
organizations for economic development. He
worked at the IBM Kingston facility in my dis-
trict as a corporate liaison before it closed in
1995. Mr. Cole’s dedication to this country is
truly inspiring and | wish him the best of luck
in the future.

————

RECOGNIZING JESSE MASCARENAS
AND JASON BURNS
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Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jesse Mascarenas and Jason
Burns of Salida, Colorado for being named
Global Medical Response Stars of Life by the
American Ambulance Association.

In May 2022, Mr. Mascarenas, a flight
nurse, and Mr. Burns, a flight paramedic, re-
sponded to a call about a hiker who had fallen
200 feet down a mountain in poor weather.
While the two treated the injured hiker, he
went into cardiac arrest. Despite the patient’s
condition, Mr. Mascarenas and Mr. Burns
were able to stabilize the patient until he could
be treated at a nearby hospital. The hiker is
alive today due to the heroic actions of Mr.
Mascarenas and Mr. Burns.

It is my honor to recognize Mr. Mascarenas
and Mr. Burns and thank them for their brav-
ery and dedication to service.
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RECOGNIZING KADRI CAKRANI'S
SERVICE TO THOSE FIGHTING
FOR FREEDOM IN ALBANIA AND
AROUND THE WORLD

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2024

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life and life-saving actions of
Kadri Cakrani, an Albanian national who
served his country in resistance to the Nazis
during the Second World War. His service to
the Allied war effort and his efforts at democ-
ratization afterwards are worthy of commenda-
tion.

At the outbreak of WWII, General Cakrani
served as the Commandant-General of the
Berat region of Albania. During the German
occupation of his nation, General Kadri pro-
tected the people of Berat, including over 600
Jewish refugees, from becoming victims of the
Holocaust. His heroic acts include hiding and
protecting sacred 6th century biblical texts
from Nazi looting and, under the threat of
death, repeatedly lying about the whereabouts
of Jews in the area, many of whom sheltered
within his own house. After a United States
Army plane crash landed, General Cakrani hid
the three surviving Army nurses for over five
months before successfully and secretly re-
turning them to the Allies.

When the communist dictator Enver Hoxha
came to power in 1944, General Cakrani was
now labeled an enemy of the state. With the
assistance of British Intelligence, he escaped,
spending time in Italy and Syria before Presi-
dent Truman granted him political asylum in
the United States in 1951. He arrived on our
shores with the clothes on his back and $7 in
his pocket, dedicating the rest of his life to
bring democracy back to Albania. Until his
death in 1972 he worked closely with U.S. In-
telligence, but was unable to share his story
publicly due to the danger it would undoubt-
edly put his family in who remained in Albania.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in celebrating and honoring the life and
service of Commandant-General  Kadri
Cakrani. Despite the constant threats to his
life, he took on the responsibility of protecting
Albanians, Americans, and anybody else who
were fleeing the Nazi regime. Though not an
American, he spent his entire life fighting for
the same things we hold dear: life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. | thank him for his
service, and thank his surviving family, includ-
ing his grandson, Lee, who lives in my district,
for sharing his amazing story with the world.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF MICHAEL
S. BERMAN

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2024

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, a few days ago,
we lost a great Minnesotan and great Amer-
ican: Michael S. Berman. He passed away on
January 12 at age 84. A skilled lawyer,
shrewd political advisor, and principled public
servant, Mike made indelible contributions to
our nation.
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Mike’s penchant for politics was evident
when he was a young man. Shortly after grad-
uating the University of Minnesota Law School
in 1964, he volunteered on President Lyndon
B. Johnson’s reelection campaign and orga-
nized a successful voter registration drive in
his community. Impressed with Mike’s work,
Walter Mondale—then Attorney General of
Minnesota—hired Mike to serve as his special
assistant. Mike later moved here to Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1966 to serve on Mondale’s
Senate staff as Counsel. He quickjy became
one of Mondale’s most trusted advisors.

Mike’s close professional and personal rela-
tionship with Mondale continued after Jimmy
Carter made the Senator his running-mate.
Mike led Mondale’s transition team following
the 1976 presidential election and went on to
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serve as the Vice President's Counsel and
Deputy Chief of Staff.

After leaving the White House, Mike contin-
ued to advise numerous political leaders and
mentor up-and-coming political operatives
from across the country—and across the gen-
erations. They trusted his judgment, enjoyed
his humor, and appreciated his honesty. Be-
tween 1968 and 2004, Mike also scheduled
every Democratic National Convention. In-
deed, few people could match Mike’s under-
standing of the innerworkings of the Demo-
cratic Party. He was a fixture of the Wash-
ington political landscape for decades. Mike
also remained a prominent voice on some of
the most pressing issues facing our nation and
world—from promoting gun safety to advo-
cating for civil and human rights.
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Crucially, Mr. Speaker, Mike was a man of
character and kindness. He was a devoted
husband to his wife of 42 years, Carol—espe-
cially in the final months before she tragically
passed away of lung cancer in 2007. He
showed the same devotion to his second wife,
Debbie, whom he married in 2012. My wife
Elaine and | are praying for her and their three
children and their spouses: Rachel and Dr.
Steven Feinleib, Ben and Jen Cowan, and
William Cowan. My thoughts are also with
their four grandchildren and with Mike’s two
sisters, Sheila Teitelbaun and Nance Alex-
ander. They ought to take comfort in knowing
that we grieve with them. | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Mike Berman
and praying for his many friends and family.
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