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CELEBRATING JAMES T. 
SANDORO’S 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate James T. Sandoro on his 80th birth-
day. A respected historian, vehicle appraiser, 
and proud Buffalo booster, Mr. Sandoro has 
made an indelible impact on the Buffalo com-
munity. 

Born on September 9, 1944, Mr. Sandoro is 
a lifelong Buffalonian. He attended St. Jo-
seph’s Grammar School and graduated from 
Bennett High School in 1962. He continued 
his education at the University at Buffalo, 
where he studied business education and 
graduated in 1971. 

In 1962, Mr. Sandoro became the proprietor 
of Buffalo Motor Car, a licensed New York 
State Auto dealer. Mr. Sandoro collects, re-
stores, and deals automobiles, motorcycles, 
and collector vehicles. He has appraised thou-
sands of vehicles for community members, 
museums, and collectors from around the 
world, earning numerous national awards for 
his vehicle frames. 

Further, in 1997, Mr. Sandoro and his wife, 
Mary Ann, founded their nonprofit organization 
The Buffalo Transportation Pierce-Arrow Mu-
seum. The museum opened in 2001 and is lo-
cated on 263 Michigan Avenue in downtown 
Buffalo. Mr. and Mrs. Sandoro have donated 
their extensive vehicle collection, curated over 
five decades, to the museum. The Sandoro 
collection, which includes many automobiles 
that were once produced in Buffalo, is re-
garded as one of the most unique collections 
in the world. 

The Pierce-Arrow Museum is also home to 
the 1927 Buffalo Filling Station, designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. The station, which was in-
tended to be developed in Buffalo but never 
came to fruition, was built as an extension to 
the museum in 2024. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Sandoro has 
been honored by numerous national publica-
tions for his work in car collecting. He has 
been named in USA Today and the New York 
Times, as well as car collector publications in-
cluding Old Cars Weekly and Automobile 
Quarterly. Additionally, Mr. Sandoro has ap-
peared on numerous radio, television, and 
cable shows, and has served as an auto histo-
rian consultant on major feature films, includ-
ing ‘‘Once Upon a Time in America’’ with Rob-
ert De Niro. He is also a published author, 
with his book ‘‘Actual Cash Value-Value Guide 
to Older Cars’’ being used nationally by car 
enthusiasts, insurance companies, and many 
others. 

Today, please join me in honoring Mr. 
James T. Sandoro as he celebrates his 80th 
birthday and thanking him for being a cham-
pion of Buffalo’s rich automotive history. 

RECOGNIZING THE RESIDENCE INN 
AMELIA ISLAND 

HON. AARON BEAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘There’s 
no place like home’’, Dorothy once famously 
said, and it is so true. Most hotels are simply 
places for business travelers or tourists com-
ing and going, but occasionally, some are so 
special we think of them as a home away from 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate one of 
these special places: the Residence Inn on 
Amelia Island in the free state of Florida. 

The Residence Inn is perfectly situated in 
the heart of Amelia Island close to downtown, 
delightful shops and restaurants, and of 
course, the crystal blue surf that makes us a 
top destination. The Residence Inn is a great 
community partner, and under the leadership 
of General Manager Bob Hartman, they spon-
sor many events on the island, making it a 
better place to live and visit. 

The hotel is truly a home away from home 
for many travelers, and I experienced their 
hospitality firsthand. When our house was 
damaged by an unexpected fire, we lived in 
the Residence Inn for 6 months. The entire 
staff, from management to maintenance went 
above and beyond to make a difficult time for 
our family better, ensuring we felt at home. 
The folks at Residence Inn are true leaders of 
our state’s travel, hospitality, and tourism in-
dustries. I am profoundly grateful to their em-
ployees who welcome visitors with their posi-
tive attitudes and their exemplary services that 
always exceed expectations. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating the ribbon cutting for the 
Residence Inn refresh and many more years 
of excellence in the hospitality industry. 

f 

HONORING BARRY BROWN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mourn the loss of Barry Brown, who 
sadly passed away this August at 69 years 
old. 

Barry was a Savannah native through-and- 
through. After graduating from Savannah High 
School, he dedicated over 20 years to serving 
the Savannah and Tybee Island communities. 

From serving on the Planning Commission, 
the City Council, and as Mayor Pro Tem, Bar-
ry’s natural-born leadership set a valuable ex-
ample for everyone around him. 

Mr. Brown also faithfully served over 25 
years on the Marine Rescue Squadron and 
belonged to both the American Legion Post 
154 and the Tybee Island Republican Club. 

Mr Brown is survived by his wife Sunni, his 
son Brandon, and his four grandchildren. We 
deeply honor and thank Mr. Brown for his 
service to the Savannah and Tybee Island 
communities over the years. 

I send my most sincere condolences to the 
Brown family. They, along with Barry’s friends 
and all those who were blessed to know him, 
are in my thoughts and prayers today. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JAMES D. 
ANDERSON, JR. 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
special man, James D. Anderson, Jr. Mr. An-
derson passed away on May 21, 2024. He 
served the people of Powell County as Judge- 
Executive. 

Mr. Anderson was born on June 4, 1975, in 
Winchester, KY. He graduated from Powell 
County High School and the University of Ken-
tucky with a degree in Agricultural Economics. 
Mr. Anderson was a lifelong farmer and cher-
ished his animals. 

Mr. Anderson was a strong advocate for the 
people of Powell County. He was elected 
County Judge Executive and served three 
terms in that important leadership position. He 
supported numerous worthy projects, including 
the creation of Hollerwood ATV Park, con-
struction projects for the Emergency Dispatch 
and Operation Center, the Senior Citizens 
Center, the Animal Shelter, Recycling Center, 
and jail expansion projects. He worked on im-
proving the infrastructure of Powell County by 
paving over 5 miles of gravel roads and being 
a part of over twenty bridge projects and flood 
mitigation projects. In 2019, Mr. Anderson was 
recognized by the Kentucky Association of 
Counties as the County Judge Executive of 
the Year. 

Mr. Anderson was a well-respected member 
of his community. He loved God and he loved 
his family. He was a member of Stanton 
Christian Church and the Powell County Lions 
Club. Mr. Anderson is survived by his wife 
Candace, his son James, and his daughter 
Josi. 

It is my honor to lift up the life of this dedi-
cated public servant. Mr. Anderson’s leader-
ship and his love for Powell County will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

CELEBRATING NELSON YERA’S 
RETIREMENT 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Officer Nelson Yera as he embarks on 
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his well-earned retirement. A proud native of 
North Tonawanda, Mr. Yera has devoted 51 
years to public service, making significant con-
tributions to our Western New York commu-
nity. 

Mr. Yera’s distinguished career began in 
1973 when he enlisted in the United States 
Army, marking the start of his lifelong commit-
ment to federal service. After serving on active 
duty, he joined the United States Army Re-
serve in 1986. 

Following his military service, Mr. Yera 
began a career in immigration enforcement. In 
1999, he started as a Border Patrol Agent with 
the Department of Justice and the former Im-
migration and Naturalization Service. His ex-
emplary service led him to roles as an adjudi-
cator and investigator. With the formation of 
the Department of Homeland Security in 2003, 
Mr. Yera became the Special Agent in Charge 
of the Buffalo Field Office, a position he held 
until 2012. 

Since 2013, Mr. Yera has served as an Im-
migration Officer in the Fraud Detection and 
National Security Directorate at the Buffalo 
Field Office of United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. In this role, he has been 
instrumental in maintaining the integrity of our 
immigration system and the safety of our na-
tion. 

Please join me in congratulating Mr. Yera 
on his retirement and expressing our profound 
gratitude for over 50 years of unwavering 
dedication to our community and Nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
COACH CURT NEWSOME 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I offer these 
remarks in honor of Emory & Henry College 
head football coach Curt Newsome, who 
stepped down from his position this summer. 
Coach Newsome dedicated his life to the sport 
of football, earning coaching positions at sev-
eral academic institutions throughout his ca-
reer. 

Coach Newsome was born in Hampton, Vir-
ginia on October 29, 1958. 

His pursuit and interest in a career in foot-
ball was great. He decided to move to the op-
posite end of Virginia to play at the collegiate 
level at Emory & Henry College, now Univer-
sity. Coach Newsome played as a defensive 
tackle. Upon graduation, Mr. Newsome began 
a coaching career at Ervinton High School in 
Nora, Virginia. 

During a 16-year time span, the high 
schools of Ervinton, Kecoughtan, and Heritage 
benefitted from Coach Newsome’s leadership 
and drive. He received praise and recognition 
from fans, players and fellow coaches, result-
ing in his 1998 selection as the AP and VHSL 
Virginia State Coach of the Year. 

The coaching journey did not end there. His 
hard work caught the attention of Virginia uni-
versities and their football programs. Coach 
Newsome landed a coaching opportunity at 
James Madison University in 1999. 

In 2004, he helped JMU reach the FCS Na-
tional Championship game, where they would 
defeat Montana 31–21. This victory became 
JMU’s first NCAA Division I–AA championship. 

From 2006 to 2012, Coach Newsome 
worked for Virginia Tech football as an offen-
sive line coach under Hall of Fame coach 
Frank Beamer before returning to JMU. 

In 2014, Coach Newsome became head 
football coach for his alma mater, Emory & 
Henry. In his first season, Coach Newsome 
was named Old Dominion Athletic Conference 
Coach of the Year as he compiled an 8–2 
record for the Wasps that season. 

Coach Newsome compiled six winning sea-
sons during his Emory & Henry tenure as 
head coach and oversaw the team’s transition 
from NCAA Division III to NCAA Division II. 

His lifelong commitment to Virginia football 
and the players he coached is well docu-
mented, serving various coaching roles at the 
high school and collegiate levels. 

I wish my fraternity brother in Beta Lambda 
Zeta, Coach Newsome, well in his retirement. 
I thank him and Southwest Virginia thanks him 
for his contributions to the game of football in 
our region. 

f 

HONORING ELLEN CORBETT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise along 
with my colleagues, Congresswoman BARBARA 
LEE and Congressman MARK DESAULNIER, to 
recognize former California State Senate Ma-
jority Leader, San Leandro Mayor, and East 
Bay Regional Parks Director, Ellen Corbett, on 
the occasion of her passing on Friday, August 
9, 2024, at the age of 69. 

Born in Oakland in 1954, Ellen was raised 
in San Leandro. She attended Chabot Col-
lege, California State University, Hayward, and 
the University of California, Davis, earning a 
bachelor’s degree in political science before 
earning her law degree from the University of 
the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law. 

Ellen began her career as an attorney, com-
munity college professor, and civic activist be-
fore seeking public office in 1990 on the San 
Leandro City Council. Four years later, in 
1994, she became San Leandro’s first-ever di-
rectly elected female mayor. 

In 1998, Ellen was elected to the State As-
sembly, representing California’s 19th district 
in the chamber until her term expired in 2004. 
In 2006, she began her time at the California 
State Senate, representing District 10 until 
2014. Ellen continued to blaze trails in the 
Senate as only the second woman ever to 
serve as the California Senate majority leader 
for 4 years. 

Under her tenure, Majority Leader Corbett 
authored over 160 bills that were signed into 
law tackling issues faced by everyday Califor-
nians. Those issues included infrastructure for 
public schools, expanding EV charging, child 
safety, marriage equality, and the California 
Homeowner Bill of Rights. 

Continuing her career in public service, 
Ellen was elected to the East Bay Regional 
Parks District Board of Directors, representing 
Ward 4 until her passing. In this position, she 
was a fierce advocate for accessible open 
space. Serving as President of the Board, the 
Parks were in her capable hands during the 
first year of the pandemic. 

Throughout her life and career, Ellen was a 
tireless advocate for the communities she rep-

resented. She was a fierce environmentalist 
and a serial breaker of glass ceilings. Ellen 
was a person of consequence with a genu-
inely meaningful public service career. Our 
communities will deeply miss her presence. 
We send our deepest condolences to her son 
Ryan, as well as her other surviving family, 
friends, and former staff who were lucky to 
have her as their boss and mentor. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
ARTHUR O. EVE, JR. 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
solemn remembrance of Arthur O. Eve, Jr., a 
remarkable individual, affectionately known to 
the people of Buffalo, New York, and beyond 
as ‘‘Champ.’’ 

As the beloved son of New York State As-
sembly Deputy Speaker Arthur O. Eve and an 
educator, Lee Constance Eve, life lessons in 
civic responsibility, faith, and a strong work 
ethic were taught early by his family. 

A standout football player who earned all- 
Catholic honors during his time at Canisius 
High School and shined on the field at the 
University of Texas at El Paso, Champ turned 
his athletic talent, natural leadership, and 
teambuilding skills into an opportunity to in-
spire and mentor countless young people 
through coaching at Calvary Baptist Church, 
Hutch Tech High School, and Buffalo State 
University. 

In his professional positions within a juvenile 
detention center and Educational Opportunity 
Center, Champ dedicated himself to empow-
ering those in need. At Buffalo’s Municipal 
Housing Authority, Champ transformed the 
agency and set a national standard for compli-
ance and inclusion, which led to the BMHA 
being recognized as a ‘‘high performer’ by the 
United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

Champ was a leader and respected voice 
on issues impacting Buffalo’s Black commu-
nity, serving as President of the Black Student 
Union during his time at the University at Buf-
falo, and was the founder and President of the 
Unity Coalition, widely recognized as one of 
the strongest organizing units in the State of 
New York. 

As Deputy Commissioner of the Erie County 
Board of Elections and Vice Chair of the Erie 
County Democratic Committee, Champ sup-
ported democracy through his work, impress-
ing upon others the power of a vote to ex-
press one’s values and shape our future. A 
man of great faith and devotion, Champ was 
an active member of Elim Christian Fellowship 
under the leadership of Bishop T. Anthony 
Bronner. 

Transcending his passion for the community 
was his love and devotion to his family. He 
leaves behind his father Arthur O. Eve, Sr., 
beloved wife Kim, nine children of Arthur III, 
Shiana Denise, LaNeesha, Eric James, Louis, 
Ashley, Melzetta, Bobby, and David Paul, and 
eight grandchildren Caiden, Rylee, Cailee, 
Kendall, Ari, Lucian, Maliha, and Lux, shared 
through their blended family, siblings Leecia, 
Eric, Malcolm, and Martin, and many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. 
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