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CELEBRATING THE #ONEWORLD
SOCCER TOURNAMENT OF WNY

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the #OneWorld Soccer Tournament
of WNY, an incredible community initiative led
by the Buffalo Maendeleo Soccer Club and
Bridges from Borders. This inaugural event
brought together underrepresented youth in
Buffalo’s Lower West Side for a soccer com-
petition.

The organizations leading this project, the
Buffalo Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges
from Borders, work to support our local ref-
ugee and immigrant populations. The Buffalo
Maendeleo Soccer Club provides safe com-
munity spaces for underserved children to play
in a soccer league with their peers. Bridges
from Borders is a nonprofit organization pro-
moting mental health and wellbeing for immi-
grant families moving to Western New York.

Together, these organizations dedicated
nine months to organizing the #OneWorld
Soccer Tournament, with the goal of fostering
unity and combating negative stereotypes
placed onto minorities. The tournament took
place on Saturday, July 13, 2024, with four
teams competing in spirited and fun soccer
games. Parents and players alike had a great
time engaging in friendly competition and con-
necting with their community.

Following the tournament’s great success,
Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges from
Borders plan to make the #OneWorld Tour-
nament an annual event. They hope to ex-
pand their programming to more neighbor-
hoods, continuing to bring young people to-
gether and build unity through soccer.

Please join me in congratulating the Buffalo
Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges from
Borders on the incredible success of the
#0neWorld Soccer Tournament. Today, we
thank these organizations for their dedication
to serving our community and uplifting our
youth.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF MAJOR MATTHEW D. WILEY

HON. ZACHARY NUNN

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. NUNN of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Major Matthew D. Willey for his re-
tirement from the United States Air Force after
20 years of distinguished service.

Major Willey enlisted in the Air Force after
graduating from the University of lowa in 2003
Throughout his career, he consistently dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership, dedication,
and a strong work ethic. In 2009, he commis-
sioned and cross-trained in the Tactical Air

Control Party Officer career field. He has de-
ployed multiple times in support of Operation
Resolute Support, Operation Iraqi Freedom,
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Among his
many accomplishments, he notably became
the first in his career field to receive the Air
Force Commendation Medal with Valor in Au-
gust of 2011. This prestigious award is re-
served for those who display extraordinary
heroism in the face of extreme danger. While
in Afghanistan, Major Willey’s detachment was
ambushed by insurgents, and he was forced
to cross open fire to call in a danger close
strafing run. This display of remarkable brav-
ery and selflessness resulted in the elimination
of 15 insurgents without a single American
casualty. His quick thinking and courageous
actions serve as a profound example for all.

Major Willey has continued to excel as a
leader, not only in combat but also in his roles
as Flight Commander, Assistant Director of
Operations, and Director of Operations, accu-
mulating over 14 awards and decorations
throughout his illustrious 20—year career. But
he hasn’t stopped there, he has spent these
last two years of service here in the great
state lowa, striving to cultivate and shape the
minds of young men and women, both as stu-
dents as well as cadets. Through his role as
Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies as
well his role as Operations Officer at Air Force
Reserve Officer Training Corps Detachment
250 at lowa State University, he dedicates
himself to the task of producing the highest
quality and highest caliber of students and offi-
cers for not only the United States Air and
Space Force but for this nation. Major Willey
not only reflects great credit upon himself, but
he reflects great credit up the United States
Air Force and his country.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Major Willey for his unwav-
ering dedication to our country. His service be-
fore self, exceptional military achievements,
and steadfast roles as a spouse, father, and
friend have not only enhanced our national se-
curity but also stand as a testament to the val-
ues of bravery, devotion, and compassion. |
join Major Willey’s family, friends, and col-
leagues in celebrating his retirement and ex-
tend to him my heartfelt best wishes for the fu-
ture.

—————

RECOGNIZING KEN HAYWARD’S IN-
DUCTION TO THE MICHIGAN
BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ken Hayward, a resident of Ann
Arbor, Michigan, on the occasion of his induc-
tion into the Michigan Baseball Hall of Fame.
His contributions to Wolverine athletics and
the state of Michigan are worthy of com-
mendation.

Ken was born in 1963 to Bud and Pat Hay-
ward as their only child. A native of Waterford,
Michigan, Ken’s talent and passion on the
baseball diamond was evident from an early
age. After a tremendous high school career,
he received a scholarship to play baseball at
the University of Michigan.

A four-time letterman, Ken was also a four-
time First Team All-Big Ten honoree. His time
on the team saw the Wolverines win two Big
Ten Conference Titles, two NCAA Regional
Championships, and multiple trips to the Col-
lege World Series. He still holds Michigan ca-
reer records for batting average, RBls, and
games played. Going the extra mile for his
team, Ken also pitched for his last two sea-
sons, going 12-2 and recording 7 saves. In
1985, as a senior and team captain, Ken bat-
ted 432 with 13 home runs and 64 RBls in 65
games. His achievements earned him a Big
Ten Medal of Honor and the 1985 Michigan
Athlete of the Year award.

Shortly after he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ken embarked on a long and
successful career in the hospitality industry.
Starting in 1985 as a sales representative, by
2010 he was the Executive VP and Managing
Director of Grand Hotel on Mackinac lIsland,
consistently ranked as one of the world’s top
hotels. Ken was appointed to the Michigan
Travel Commission by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm in 2005 and then reappointed in
2008. Ken served as the commission’s chair-
man from 2008 to 2010. During his tenure as
chairman, Travel Michigan secured funding to
develop the Pure Michigan advertising cam-
paign, which continues today as a national
brand and marketing effort for Michigan travel
and tourism. Since 2021, Ken has been a VP
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, direct-
ing their social mission and community affairs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in celebrating Ken Hayward and all the
accomplishments he achieved on behalf of our
Wolverines and the entire State of Michigan. A
consummate professional, we couldn’t have
asked for a better representative of our great
state. | thank Ken and congratulate him on
this tremendous achievement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FREEDOM OLD
HOME WEEK PARADE

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Freedom’s 125th Old Home
Week Parade. Freedom has become an ex-
ample of how small towns and other commu-
nities in New Hampshire can grow strongest
through shared traditions that bring together a
community’s past and present.

In 1831, after the community of North
Effingham voted to secede from the town of
Effingham, they chose the name “Freedom”
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for their new town—a tribute to their residents
achieving their goal of self-determination.
Freedom’s location on the north end of
Ossipee Lake has allowed the town to be a
gateway between New Hampshire’s Lakes Re-
gion and the White Mountains.

Old Home Week is a New Hampshire tradi-
tion that allows us to celebrate the places we
call home. Created by New Hampshire gov-
ernor Frank W. Rollins in 1899, Old Home
Week was inspired as a way to encourage
New Hampshire natives to return to their
hometown after many younger New Hamp-
shirites had moved west in search of eco-
nomic opportunities. In the 21st century,
globalization and technological advances have
reduced social distance throughout the world,
but the importance of strong, close-knit com-
munities has remained the same. By proudly
continuing the tradition of Old Home Week,
Freedom envisions a community where cur-
rent and former residents alike can be proud
of their hometown.

Thank you to the town of Freedom for invit-
ing me to experience their community as a
part of the Old Home Week Parade. | admire
all of the volunteers who made this experience
possible for the 125th straight year. | hope ev-
eryone enjoys themselves in celebrating this
wonderful town. To understand the importance
of small towns building a proud community for
their current and former residents, we all need
to hear Freedom ring.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
had | been present for Roll Call No. 349, Self
Amendment No. 3, | would have voted Nay.

Had | been present for Roll Call No. 350,
Jackon Amendment No. 4, | would have voted
Yay.

CELEBRATING APOSTLE ALBERT D
WILSON, JR. ON HIS 13TH PAS-
TORAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Apostle Albert D. Wilson, Jr. of The
Greater Royal Worship Center on his 13th
pastoral anniversary. A devoted man of God
and a remarkable leader, Apostle Wilson has
uplifted our community through his faith.

Apostle Wilson began his service to the
church at the young age of six. He became an
ordained minister in the early 2000s. In 2011,
under the guidance of his grandfather, Apostle
Wilson was appointed as the pastor of the
church. Later, in 2019, he embraced the
Lord’s call and was installed as an Apostle.

Throughout his service, Apostle Wilson has
expanded the church’s reach and spread his
message of faith throughout the community.
He renamed the church to the Greater Royal
Worship Center, inspired by the vision of his
forefathers. Continuing to build out the
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church’s community engagement, Apostle Wil-
son established the Royal Body Shop Out-
reach Ministries in Albion, New York. Above
all, Apostle Wilson leads with the principle of
the three L's—We love, we lift, and we lib-
erate.

In addition to his pastoral work, Apostle Wil-
son has dedicated himself to serving our com-
munity in multiple capacities. He is the director
of the Martha Mitchell Community Center,
which provides Buffalo residents with vital re-
sources and services. During the COVID-19
pandemic, Apostle Wilson led efforts to com-
bat vaccine misinformation and hosted numer-
ous vaccination clinics at the center. Further,
Apostle Wilson has been a leading figure with
Voice Buffalo, participating in rallies calling for
police reform. Standing alongside other faith-
based leaders and community activists, Apos-
tle Wilson called for unity and protection of all
people.

Today, Apostle Wilson is a loving husband
to his wife, Ykeeta Wilson, and a father to his
seven children. Please join me in congratu-
lating Apostle Albert D. Wilson, Jr. on thirteen
years of pastoral service and celebrating his
remarkable dedication to his faith and service
to the community.

—————

CELEBRATING THE TEN-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF ICES PLAIN &
FANCY ICE CREAM PARLOR

HON. CORI BUSH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, along
with the people of St. Louis, to honor and cel-
ebrate the ten-year anniversary of Ices Plain &
Fancy Ice Cream Parlor, a beloved institution
in our community located in the Shaw neigh-
borhood of St. Louis.

Founded in 2014 by visionary entre-
preneurs, Ices Plain & Fancy has become a
cornerstone of our local culinary scene, re-
nowned for its innovative approach to ice
cream making. By utilizing liquid nitrogen to
craft their unique flavors, they offer not just a
treat but an extraordinary experience for all
who visit. It is with great pride that | recognize
and celebrate the ten-year anniversary of Ices
Plain & Fancy Ice Cream Parlor.

Over the past decade, Ices Plain & Fancy
has continually demonstrated a commitment to
quality and creativity. Their dedication to
sourcing local ingredients and supporting sus-
tainable practices has garnered admiration
and loyalty from their patrons. Ices Plain &
Fancy ice cream has brought many St.
Louisans welcome respite on hot summer
days. Their contributions to the local economy,
culture, and culinary heritage cannot be over-
stated.

As they celebrate this remarkable ten-year
milestone, | extend my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the entire team at Ices Plain & Fancy.
Their passion and hard walk have made a
lasting impact on our community, and | look
forward to seeing their continued success in
the years to come.

July 22, 2024

HONORING HARRODSBURG,
KENTUCKY

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2024

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the citizens of Harrodsburg, Kentucky
as they celebrate the 250th anniversary of
their founding.

James Harrod and a team of men were sent
by Lord Dunmore to Kentucky to survey land
promised by the British crown to soldiers who
served in the French and Indian War. Harrod
was the first to map out a town on June 16,
1774, making Harrod’'s  Town (later
Harrodsburg) the first permanent British settle-
ment west of the Alleghenies and the first city
in Kentucky. By 1776, they had established a
county court, a county militia, and named
James Harrod as a delegate to the Virginia
Assembly. A blockhouse was established at
Fort Harrod for the protection of settlers. After
the Revolutionary War ended, the town grew
rapidly and the original log cabins were re-
placed with brick structures.

Many men from Harrodsburg fought in the
War of 1812. After the war, agriculture and
education were very important. Bacon College,
Greenville Institute for Young Ladies, and the
Harrodsburg Female Academy all opened be-
tween 1839 and 1847. Shaker Village at
Pleasant Hill was founded in 1805 and be-
came very prosperous. The local economy
was based on livestock, hemp, wheat, corn,
and valuable racehorses. By the middle of the
1800s, Harrodsburg had been home to three
Kentucky governors and one U.S. Ambas-
sador as well as a nationally known resort,
Graham Springs.

Like many areas in border states,
Harrodsburg was divided by the Civil War and
experienced much loss and destruction. Citi-
zens picked up and treated wounded soldiers
from both Union and Confederate forces fol-
lowing the nearby Battle of Perryville. After the
war, the city rebuilt and prospered once again.
The 20th century brought the Dix River Dam,
constructed in the 1920s to provide electricity,
and the reservoir, Lake Herrington, became a
tourist attraction. A reproduction of Old Fort
Harrod was constructed as well as a monu-
ment to George Rogers Clark which was dedi-
cated by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1934. Shak-
er Village was restored and became another
tourist attraction. There has always been a
strong military presence in Harrodsburg and
World War Il was no exception. D Company of
the 192nd Tank Battalion was stationed in the
Philippines in 1941 and included 66 men from
Harrodsburg. Of the 66 Harrodsburg men in D
Company, only 37 survived the war. They en-
dured battle, the Infamous Bataan Death
March, hell ships, and three and a half years
of merciless captivity by Japan.

Today the city of Harrodsburg continues as
a thriving community with robust agriculture,
tourism, and industry. Dedicated leaders from
founder James Harrod to today’s Mayor Bob
Williams have led the city of Harrodsburg. |
am honored to lift up this great American com-
munity before the United States Congress and
to congratulate them on their 250th
anniversary.
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