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hard decisions throughout her tenure and led 
during unprecedented times—including the 
COVID–19 global pandemic. 

During COVID, Amie led with incredible 
power and grace. She formed new coalitions 
with healthcare and public health organiza-
tions, which was critical in supporting edu-
cators with vaccine and PPE access, impor-
tant scientific knowledge about the virus, and 
information on how to keep themselves and 
their students healthy. 

She was also at the helm during the murder 
of George Floyd and spoke out publicly 
against racism and police brutality. Amie made 
it clear that educators and CEA would not sit 
on the sidelines in the fight for racial, social, 
and economic justice. 

Amie has committed her life and her career 
to improving the quality of life for people 
throughout Colorado. She has championed af-
fordable housing, gun violence prevention, 
school funding, and mental health for edu-
cators and students. Our schools, our stu-
dents, our educators, and our communities are 
better off thanks to Amie’s leadership. 

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, it is my honor to 
thank Amie Baca-Oehlert for her tireless work 
and dedication to our community. 
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RECOGNIZING 100 YEARS OF THE 
HIRZEL FAMILY REUNION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a milestone occasion in the life and his-
tory of one Northwest Ohio family. On June 
29, 2024 the Hirzel Family will come together 
for the 100th time in reunion. I am pleased to 
include in the RECORD the family’s history as 
told to me: 

‘‘In 1871, Alexander Hirzel of Diessbach in 
the canton of Bern, Switzerland married 
Elisabeth Studer. They had five sons and two 
daughters. After Elisabeth died, Alexander 
married her sister, Marie Studer, in 1886. 
Alexander and Marie had six sons and three 
daughters. The descendants will gather on 
June 30, 2024 for the 100th Annual Reunion of 
the Descendants of Alexander Hirzel and 
Elisabeth and Marie Studer-Hirzel. Descend-
ants have included 16 children, 33 grand-
children, 70 great grandchildren, 146 great- 
great grandchildren, 208 great-great-great 
grandchildren—and still growing with 45 
great-great-great-great-grandchildren plus 
hundreds of spouses. 

‘‘In the 1890s, the Hirzel-Studer family set-
tled in the Toledo area. The descendants 
have had a significant impact on Northwest 
Ohio. In 1924, the family was involved in 
founding the Swiss Hall on South St. Clair 
Street in Toledo. The Swiss Hall served as a 
gathering spot for Swiss immigrants and 
their descendants and also housed the Toledo 
United Swiss Society. In 1974, the Toledo 
United Swiss Society sold the Swiss Hall and 
joined six German societies in founding Oak 
Shade Grove in Oregon, Ohio which is the lo-
cation of the 100th Annual Family Reunion. 

‘‘Originally, many family members worked 
in the alcohol business as bar owners and 
blew masters. Yet the family’s trajectory 
changed when Prohibition put them out of 
these businesses. Beginning in 1920, the fam-
ily started other businesses. Alexander’s son, 
Alfred, founded Alfred Hirzel and Sons 

Greenhouses in what is now Northwood, 
Ohio. Alfred’s brother Carl bought a farm in 
Northwood and in 1923 established Hirzel 
Canning Company & Farms. Brother Ernest 
started Hirzel Coal and Builder’s Supply in 
Toledo. In 1924, brothers Otto and Eugene 
started Hirzel Brothers Florist in Toledo. 
Hirzel Canning Company & Farms and Hirzel 
Brothers Florist still exist today. 

‘‘The reunion began as elders became con-
cerned that the family was growing and mov-
ing beyond the Toledo area, and they wanted 
to establish an annual event that would 
bring the entire extended family together. 
So in 1924, family members organized the 
first Reunion of the Descendants of Alex-
ander Hirzel and Elisabeth and Marie Studer- 
Hirzel at the Hirzel Canning Company on 
Lemoyne Road in Northwood. ‘‘On June 30, 
2024, for the 100th time in 100 years, the de-
scendants will gather to honor their Swiss 
and American Heritage and to blend the gen-
erations and the branches of the Hirzel- 
Studer family. Since inception, aside from a 
social gathering, the family reunion has in-
cluded a formal business meeting run by 
Robert’s Rules of Order with minutes re-
corded by a Secretary. During this meeting, 
family members raise issues of concern to 
the extended family, vote on resolutions and 
elect officers. This business meeting has 
been an integral part of the annual family 
reunion for a century.’’ 

The Hirzel family has been a cornerstone 
of business and community leadership for 
more than 150 years. It is astounding that 
they have been able to come together as a 
family for 100 consecutive years. Yet, as suc-
cessful and noted as Hirzel Family busi-
nesses—now in operation through the fourth 
generation—this annual family reunion dem-
onstrates the Hirzel family lives by a credo 
of Walt Disney: ‘‘A man should never neglect 
his family for business.’’ 

We wish the members of the Hirzel family, 
descendants of Alexander Hirzel and Elisabeth 
and Marie Studer-Hirzel who came to this cor-
ner of Ohio so many generations ago, a re-
union filled with love and laughter, joy and in-
spiration, reflection and memory. May they 
continue forward with full hearts as an inter-
generational family that has distinguished itself 
personally and professionally for a century of 
American progress. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen circumstances, I was unable to cast my 
votes for the H. Res. 901 or H.R. 7152. Had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA on 
Roll Call No. 280, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
281. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF TINI 
APELU MANULELEUA 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Tini Apelu 
Manuleleua who passed away on Friday, June 

7, 2024, at the age of 84. Tini was born and 
raised in Pago Pago, American Samoa, and 
was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force. 

Tini joined the Air Force and proudly served 
from 1956 to 1960. He held an E–4 High Se-
curity Clearance to code and decode mes-
sages as a Teletype Operator, typing 133 
WPM. He went on to work at RCA, Watkins 
and Johnson, and Santa Clara County as a 
Counselor specifically working with the Poly-
nesian community. We honor his legacy and 
thank him for his service. 

He is survived by siblings Katherine 
Bitgood, Tolu Misa, Alavine Tuala, and Laila 
Manuleleua as well as his children, Eddie 
Achica, Lucy Achica-Woods, Mona Lozada, 
George Achica, Eugenia Delatorre, Virginia 
Manuleleua, Jerry Manuleleua, and Daniel 
Peters and their families made up of 10 grand-
children, 19 great grandchildren and 1 great- 
great grandchild. 

He will be missed. 
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CELEBRATING THE NEW IMAGE 
YOUTH CENTER 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. MAXWELL FROST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, today, we cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of New Image 
Youth Center located in the Parramore neigh-
borhood of Orlando. New Image Youth Cen-
ter’s contributions over the past 20 years can-
not be measured. With just $5 and a game of 
Monopoly, the mustard seed was sown, and 
NIYC was born. Founded by licensed thera-
pist, entrepreneur, and author Dr. Shanta Bar-
ton Stubbs, her goal was to transform the nar-
rative of the Parramore community and shift 
the mindset from surviving to thriving. 

New Image Youth Center prides itself on 
being a safe haven for K–12 Orlando youth. 
For the past 20 years, their dedicated staff 
and volunteers have equipped their youth with 
the tools and space to pursue their wildest 
dreams. New Image provides mentorship and 
programming rooted in mental health coun-
seling, academic support, social development, 
and more. Their love for their kids goes be-
yond the call of duty by serving and sup-
porting them till their adult years as they seek 
employment and post-secondary education. 

I thank New Image Youth Center for 20 
years of dedication and service. Their con-
tributions continue to make a profound dif-
ference in our community, and we are grateful 
for their support and commitment to make 
Central Florida a better place for all. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF THE EAST WIND FOUN-
DATION FOR YOUTH’S CHINA-
TOWN COMMUNITY CULTURAL 
CENTER 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the Grand Opening of the East Wind 
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Foundation for Youth’s Chinatown Community 
Cultural Center. 

Since opening its doors in 1972, the East 
Wind Foundation for Youth has been com-
mitted to empowering young Angelenos to be-
come the next generation of global leaders. 
Headquartered in Chinatown, this non-profit 
equips young people with the skills they need 
to cultivate an inclusive community that brings 
families, friends and neighbors together while 
honoring their Chinese culture. 

The East Wind Foundation for Youth hosts 
countless cultural programs throughout the 
year, such as their annual essay writing con-
test, lion dance performances, martial art train-
ing and community service. Through these op-
portunities, young people are encouraged to 
think critically, build up their self-confidence 
and create lasting friendships while celebrating 
their shared Chinese heritage. 

While the foundation’s programming is 
aimed at uplifting students, its impacts rever-
berate throughout our Los Angeles neighbor-
hoods, improving the lives of families and en-
tire communities. By providing creative and 
academic outlets for students, the foundation 
is reducing the likelihood that young people 
engage in gang violence, and is thus pro-
moting safer neighborhoods. 

The grand opening of the Chinatown Com-
munity Cultural Center allows the non-profit to 
further expand its arts and educational serv-
ices to constituents of California’s 34th Con-
gressional District, with a focus on the history 
of Chinese Americans in Los Angeles as well 
as the history of the organization. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this milestone for the East Wind 
Foundation for Youth. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF RHYS TAYLOR FROST 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to celebrate the life of Rhys Taylor Frost, 
president of the Donora Fire Company, who 
sadly passed away on June 24, 2024. 

Rhys was born and raised in Donora, Penn-
sylvania. He had a passion for his local com-
munity and always wanted to be a first re-
sponder to help those in need. 

At only 14 years old, Rhys became a volun-
teer firefighter at the Donora Fire Company 
and later became an emergency medical tech-
nician (EMT) in 2018. Through his determina-
tion and selfless work ethic, he became presi-
dent of the company a year later in 2019. 
Rhys never stopped finding ways to serve 
southwestern Pennsylvania and always an-
swered the call of duty. 

It was his dream to simultaneously serve as 
a policeman, EMT, and firefighter, a testament 
to his desire to protect and defend his commu-
nity. Those who knew Rhys best will never for-
get his infinite selflessness and his eternal 
love for Donora. As the community comes to-
gether to celebrate his life and legacy, I am 
grateful for his vast impact on our common-
wealth and his fellow Pennsylvanians. 

Mr. Speaker, Rhys Taylor Frost dedicated 
his life to the people of Donora. His legacy is 
an example of a selfless and inspiring life. On 

behalf of the people of Pennsylvania’s 14th 
Congressional District, I wish his family heal-
ing during this difficult time. 
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COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STONEWALL UP-
RISING 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
take the opportunity to commemorate the an-
niversary of the Stonewall Uprising on June 
28, a key milestone in the march for equality 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
and intersex—or LGBTQI+—Americans. Fifty- 
five years ago, the courageous Marsha P. 
Johnson, Sylvia Rivera, and Stormé 
DeLarverie of New York City resisted police 
brutality against lesbian, gay, and transgender 
minorities in what is known as the Stonewall 
Uprising. Their legacies continue today to in-
spire and energize many Americans to respect 
the differences we have and advocate for the 
expansion of equal rights for all people. 

The fight for equality is an ongoing battle, 
especially with right-wing, extremist Repub-
licans prioritizing hate and discrimination 
against the LGBTQI+ community people, in 
general, and transgender people, specifically, 
as a political bludgeon designed to divide our 
country. These extremist Republicans are de-
termined to reverse any civil rights protections 
already won by the LGBTQI+ community, 
such as affirming medical care, the right to 
marriage, and housing access. 

I know first-hand the cruelty and injustice of 
discrimination. These efforts contradict the 
democratic values we hold dearly in this coun-
try. As a result, I have prioritized, advocated, 
and supported civil rights and social justice 
throughout my public service career because 
everyone deserves to live free of discrimina-
tion and injustice. As a member of the Equality 
Caucus, I am a proud original co-sponsor of 
the Stonewall Day Resolution that would rec-
ognize June 28th as Stonewall Day and the 
strides made to support equal rights for all. 
Further, as an original cosponsor of the Equal-
ity Act, I have voted to pass out of the House 
this essential legislation that would modify the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to reduce discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. My home state of Illinois has laws that 
ensure robust nondiscrimination protections for 
LGBTQI+ individuals, and it is time that the 
federal government enact similar policies to 
protect Americans across the Nation. 

As a leader in improving child welfare law, 
I also lead the John Lewis Every Child De-
serves a Family Act that would protect foster 
youth and foster parents from discrimination 
based on religion, marital status, and who they 
love. We must ensure that each and every 
child in foster care finds a loving, affirming 
family. 

I believe that, by recognizing the historic 
movements for LGBTQI+ people in American 
history, we celebrate how diverse our society 
is, a diversity that makes our nation richer and 
more vibrant. Let us celebrate those from 
Stonewall who risked their lives and all who 
work tirelessly to expand civil rights for all 
LGBTQI+ people. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF DR. 
PAUL RAYMOND BUITRÓN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life of Dr. Paul Raymond Buitrón, a 
pillar of our community, for his 49 years of 
dedicated service to patients in Laredo and 
South Texas. His contributions to our medical 
community saved his patients’ lives and exem-
plified selfless care throughout South Texas. 

The highly personal nature of his care made 
Dr. Paul Raymond Buitrón stand above the 
rest. Dr. Buitrón compassionately tailored 
treatment plans for his patients, whom he 
knew well. His commitment to their well-being 
extended far beyond traditional medicine, he 
worked to foster open communication and 
build deep, trusting relationships with his pa-
tients. Buitrón’s treatment was the perfect ex-
ample of what a doctor should provide theft 
community. 

Dr. Buitrón was born and raised in Laredo, 
Texas. He received his undergraduate degree 
from Texas A&M University before moving 
south in 1975 to earn his medical degree at 
the Universidad Autonoma De San Luis Potosi 
Facultad De Mediona in Mexico. After his jour-
ney through medical school, Dr. Buitrón found 
his passion in otolaryngology, also known as 
ear, nose, and throat, at St. Joseph Hospital. 
He then completed his residency at the Uni-
versity of Louisville School of Medicine before 
returning to Laredo to secure his Texas State 
Medical license, where he served local pa-
tients ever since. 

Dr. Buitrón may have passed away earlier 
this month, but his memory will continue to 
resonate in the hearts and minds of the South 
Texans who knew him. He leaves behind his 
son and two daughters, Paul Raymond 
Buitrón, Ill, Delilah Buitrón Arrebola, and 
Dubelza Buitrón, as well as his grandchildren, 
Nara Buitrón, Paul Raymond Buitrón IV, Olivia 
Buitrón, Lennon Wolfgang Gardener, and 
Ringo Sebastian Arrebola. Dr. Paul Raymond 
Buitrón provided compassionate care and 
demonstrated unwavering dedication to his pa-
tients, leaving a lasting legacy in the Laredo 
community. 

f 

HONORING SENIOR MASTER 
SERGEANT LAURA MCKEE 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2024 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
present Laura McKee, Assistant Chief Inflight 
Refueler and member of the 72nd Air Refuel-
ing Squadron, with the Sheila Corcoran Hoo-
sier Hero Award for this month of June. In-
spired by its namesake, this award was cre-
ated to highlight exemplary Hoosier women 
veterans whose service to their community, 
country, and nation is unparalleled. 

Called to be a freedom fighter, Laura 
McKee worked to proudly serve her country by 
acquiring a bachelor’s certificate from Indiana 
University and two associates degrees from 
the Community College of the Air Force. 
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