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in Nevada and across the country. Mr. Speak-
er, please join me today in honoring Dr.
Federico Zaragoza on his career of service
and student advocacy, and in congratulating
him on his retirement.

——————

HONORING FIRST SERGEANT
MARC BELO

HON. JASON CROW

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and service of Marc Belo, First
Sergeant, 2-135th General Support Aviation
Battalion. Marc was born in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania on April 8, 1970, and graduated from
Duquesne University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science in 1992.

Marc served this country for over 30 years
beginning with his enlistment in the Marine
Corps in 1994. He had the distinction of being
a member of the elite Marine Helicopter
Squadron One and transported the President,
Vice President, and other heads of state
around the world.

Following an honorable discharge in 2000,
Marc enlisted in the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard to continue his love of flying,
mainly on the UH-60 Blackhawk. As part of
this enlistment, Marc was among those who
responded to the Pentagon on 9/11. In 2004,
Marc transferred to the Colorado Army Na-
tional Guard and joined the 2-135th
“Blackjacks.” During his service, Marc com-
pleted deployments to Afghanistan, Iraq, Jor-
dan, and Kosovo. While stateside, Marc con-
tributed to critical missions including wildfire
fighting and the National Guard helicopter
high-altitude rescue program.

Marc was a dedicated husband and father
whose humility, leadership, and good humor
touched thousands of lives. He met his high
school sweetheart Jennifer in 1986 and mar-
ried in 1995. Together Marc and Jennifer had
two daughters, Danjela and Nadija. Marc
loved nothing more than spending time with
friends. Marc and Jennifer lost their oldest
daughter Danjela following a battle with brain
cancer on August 15, 2023, only to learn a
few months later that Marc had colorectal can-
cer. Marc passed on May 15, 2024, nine
months to the day after his daughter Danjela.

This world is a better one because of the
legacy that Marc leaves behind in those he
impacted through his service, his friendship,
and his dedication to his family. His service to
our nation exemplifies the man, soldier, and
Marine he was. | honor Marc and extend my
condolences to his wife Jennifer, his daughter
Nadija, and his friends and family.

———

RECOGNIZING MACKINAW TRAILS
WINERY AND BREWERY

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Mackinaw Trail Winery and Brew-

ery on 20 years of business and service to the
Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan.
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Founded in 2004, the esteemed business is
owned and operated by Ralph and Laurie Sta-
bile, fulfilling Ralph’s lifelong dream of owning
a winery. In 2010, their son Dustin took over
the operations of the production facility, con-
tinuing the family tradition of producing excel-
lent wines for patrons all across the UP and
state of Michigan.

Mackinaw Trails is rapidly expanding and is
one of the best wineries in Michigan, with a
brand new, state of the art facility that was re-
cently built in Petoskey, Michigan.

The winery has been critically acclaimed as
one of the finest in the entire state and has
even been referred to as the “North Star” of
the Michigan wine industry.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Mackinaw Trail Winery and Brewery on 20
years of business and service to the Upper
Peninsula and Northern Michigan. Their excel-
lence and hard work has been a boom for the
local economy and a staple of the community,
and | wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

———————

RECOGNIZING LANCE CORPORAL
B.A. FRAZIER

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Lance Corporal B.A.
Frazier on being named the South Carolina
Highway Patrol Statewide 2023 Trooper of the
Year by the South Carolina Department of
Public Safety (SCDPS).

This award is presented each year to a
South Carolina law enforcement officer whose
valorous acts go above and beyond the call of
duty.

Last year, after a late-night traffic stop for a
speeding ticket, Lance Corporal Frazier was
wounded when the driver opened fire before
driving off. However, even with his injuries, he
was heroically able to get a detailed descrip-
tion of the vehicle, which helped the eventual
apprehension of the suspect shortly after.

Upon receipt of his Trooper of the Year rec-
ognition, Commander of the SC Highway Pa-
trol, Colonel Christopher Williamson said,
“Lance Corporal Frazier exemplifies the High-
way Patrol’s core values of selfless service, in-
tegrity, and responsibility, even in the mo-
ments after he was shot on duty. His resil-
ience in his recovery and determination to re-
turn to duty after this incident reflects the true
spirit of a dedicated public servant. We very
much appreciate the SC Sheriff's Association
for recognizing Frazier with this honor.”

Lance Corporal Frazier is a Navy veteran
who has been with Highway Patrol Troop 7
since 2018. He currently serves in Post A,
which covers Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell,
and Hampton counties.

Additionally, | would like to recognize
Destany Hodgkins for being the Blythewood
Telecommunications Center nominee for the
2023 Statewide Telecommunications Operator
of the Year Award by the SCDPS.

| am grateful to Lance Corporal Frazier and
all those in the South Carolina Highway Patrol
for their service in protecting the families of
the Second District and the Palmetto State.
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HONORING REV. DR. WADE A. STE-
VENSON ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS 21ST PASTORAL ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate my dear friend, and
a respected faith leader, Rev. Dr. Wade A.
Stevenson, on the occasion of his 21st pas-
toral anniversary at Gideon Missionary Baptist
Church in Waukegan, lllinois. For more than
two decades Pastor Stevenson’s leadership
has helped further the spiritual well-being of
not only his congregation at Gideon, but the
entire surrounding community.

Rev. Dr. Stevenson was invited to become
pastor of Gideon Missionary Baptist Church in
2003. At the time, he was the Pastor for
Farristown Baptist Church in Berea, Kentucky,
the state in which he grew up and where he
earmned his degrees from the University of
Kentucky and Lexington Theological Semi-
nary. On October 19, 2003, Gideon held a for-
mal installation service for Pastor Stevenson.

As a man of faith, Pastor Stevenson’s mis-
sion for leadership is: To Equip the Saints to
Serve, True to this mission, he has empow-
ered his congregation to support their families,
their church and their community.

| am honored to have personally observed,
and experienced, the extraordinary leadership
and powerful ministry of Pastor Stevenson for
more than a decade. Across the year’s, | have
come to know Pastor Stevenson as an excep-
tional leader, teacher and friend.

Pastor Stevenson is widely recognized in
our community for his remarkable service and
many accomplishments. He even had the
honor of delivering an opening prayer as guest
chaplain in this chamber in 2016. Yet, more
than the accolades and awards, he is beloved
as a beacon of hope, optimism and spirituality
for all who know him.

| congratulate Rev. Dr. Wade A. Stevenson,
his wife Gloria, his three sons, and the entire
Gideon family in honor of his twenty-first pas-
toral anniversary with Gideon Missionary Bap-
tist Church, and in recognition of his 34 years
in the pastoral ministry, | wish him and the en-
tire congregation blessings of health, happi-
ness and peace.

HONORING KIMBERLY DUDECK’S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO NORTHERN
INDIANA

HON. RUDY YAKYM III

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize and congratulate Kimberly Dudeck, who
is retiring on June 27 after 43 years of pro-
viding care to Hoosiers in northern Indiana as
a recreational therapist, including for the past
36 years at Memorial Hospital of South Bend'’s
Inpatient Rehabilitation center.

Raised in South Bend, Kim has spent over
four decades embodying compassionate care
and addressing the mental, physical, and spir-
itual health needs of the patients she has



E662

been tasked with looking after. In her vocation
as a recreational therapist, Kim has cared for
all kinds of patients, including stroke victims,
those suffering from traumatic brain injuries,
cardiac patients, amputees, trauma patients,
people with spinal cord injuries and neuro-
logical disorders, and cancer patients. With
every patient, Kim has provided tailored and
individualized therapy and care that fits the
person’s specific needs and interests, and
which helps them successfully re-enter their
community after they have experienced a life
altering event.

Part of what has made Kimberly such a
special person to all those who know her is
how she has consistently gone above and be-
yond to help others and how she has been an
agent for positive change. This passion for
helping others has included starting the ther-
apy dog program on the rehabilitation unit,
spearheading a neuro group for stroke sur-
vivors and their families, coordinating the an-
nual rehab reunion for previous rehab pa-
tients, and serving on the Board of Directors
for the Special Olympics.

So many people have benefited from Kim’s
care over the years, and she has undoubtedly
made the greater South Bend community a
better and kinder place to live. | and many
other Hoosiers are extremely grateful to Kim-
berly Dudeck for her many years of caring for
patients and doing diligent, dedicated work to
help others recover and lead better, more ful-
filling lives. | wish Kim and her family all the
best going forward and a very well-deserved
and happy retirement as she begins the next
chapter of her life. God bless Kimberly
Dudeck.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WHITLEY
COUNTY 4-H FAIR

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary of the Whitley
County 4-H Fair.

Though 1924 marked the first year of the
fair's uninterrupted, century-long run, its his-
tory extends all the way back to 1856 in var-
ious forms. This long-standing tradition has
made Whitley County a leader in Indiana fairs
since before the American Civil War.

The fair has always been about helping,
educating, and entertaining Hoosiers. But it
has also fulfilled an even deeper role for Whit-
ley County residents: fostering a sense of
community. This is its most significant and
cherished contribution.

Whether through its ball games, picnics, or
opportunities for proud farmers to display their
finest produce for neighbors, the fair has fos-
tered countless moments of community over
the past century.

This legacy is perhaps best exemplified by
a 1935 article in the Prairie Farmer. When the
marshal of that year's parade was thrown from
his horse and broke his ankle, the farmers at
the fair took up a collection to pay his medical
bills and lost wages. The article states, “That’s
the kind of folks these big-hearted Whitley
County farmers are. They're always ready to
help a neighbor . . .” That was true then, and
it remains true today.
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The 4-H fair has made an indelible impact
on the families, farmers, and businesses of
Whitley County, and it will continue to do so
for another hundred years or more. As the slo-
gan for the fast-growing fair in 1935 declared:
“Forward, Whitley County!”

RECOGNIZING PORTUGUESE AMER-
ICANS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
UNITED STATES

HON. JOHN S. DUARTE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. DUARTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the month of June as National Por-
tuguese Heritage Month, honoring the con-
tributions Portuguese Americans make to our
country.

As the descendant of immigrants from the
Azores, | admire the rich culture and history of
Portuguese communities in the Central Valley,
throughout California, and across the country.
To me, Portuguese Heritage Month brings
back memories of Festas—celebrations spent
enjoying Portuguese culture, and food. | for
one, have spent many days with friends and
family enjoying sopas, sweet bread, and
linguica. Bullfights, parades, and, of course,
the bodo de leite are cherished traditions in
our Valley. These events are made possible
by the dedication of cultural organizations who
commit themselves to keeping Portuguese
heritage alive.

Over 350,000 Portuguese Americans call
California home—the largest community in the
United States. This community shapes life in
our State, and, especially, the Central Valley.
The story of the Valley would be impossible
without the stories of thousands of Azoreans
who crossed an ocean and a continent deter-
mined to live the American Dream. Today, that
dream is realized. Portuguese-Americans are
leaders in dairy and farming, serve proudly in
the U.S. military, and give back to our country
in countless ways. Three Representatives of
Portuguese heritage serve our Valley in Con-
gress, and | am honored to be among them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in proudly recognizing Por-
tuguese Americans’ invaluable contributions to
our Nation’s history, culture, and prosperity as
we celebrate National Portuguese Heritage
Month.

CONGRATULATING BETH AHEARN
ON HER RETIREMENT

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize an unwavering leader in my state
who is retiring after several decades of dedi-
cated service to environmental stewardship,
legislative leadership, and an inclusive democ-
racy.

For over thirty years, Beth Ahearn has
worked tirelessly to protect Maine’s environ-
ment, advance climate policies, expand voting
rights, and secure elections. As the Director of
Government Affairs for both Maine Conserva-
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tion Alliance and Maine Conservation Voters,
Beth’s guidance was instrumental in shaping
impactful policies for the betterment of Maine’s
natural resources and democratic processes.

Prior to Beth’s tenure with Maine Conserva-
tion Voters, her experience and breadth of
knowledge were influential in various capac-
ities. Beth’s previous roles included lobbying
on behalf of Moose Ridge Associates, rep-
resenting children as guardian ad litem, as
staff attorney for Maine Audubon, and as an
Assistant District Attorney in Cumberland and
Androscoggin Counties.

Throughout her distinguished career, Beth
oversaw several achievements that will protect
Maine’s environment for generations to come.
In addition to crafting common sense legisla-
tion to make conservation, climate action, and
voting rights political priorities, Beth guided the
restoration of alewives on the St. Croix River,
led the passage into law the Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility Program for Packaging
and secured funding for the Land for Maine’s
Future Program.

Beth Ahearn’s commitment to the environ-
ment and strengthening our democracy makes
me very proud to represent her and the State
of Maine in Congress. | wish Beth the best in
her retirement, and | wholeheartedly thank her
for her many years of influential work.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DOUG
DURHAM

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Doug Durham who passed away at the
age of 94 on April 11, 2024. Doug served hon-
orably in the United States Navy during the
Korean War and continued his dedication to
serving our country after leaving the service.

Born in Reed City, Michigan on July 7,
1929, Doug served on the first ship to leave
the United States for Korea, the USS Endicott
DMS 25. On the Endicott, Doug took part in
the mission to sweep mines in Hungnam Har-
bor and assist in the Christmas Miracle evacu-
ation of 105,000 servicemembers from the
Chosin reservoir. He was honored as a Hum-
boldt Hero and was selected to participate in
an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. to see
the memorials built to honor him and others
that served.

Doug continued to serve his country in the
private sector after leaving the Navy. He was
instrumental in the development of a
groundbreaking missile detection system dur-
ing his 30-year career at Lockheed. His con-
tributions to this field were invaluable. He was
a committed patriot, but his service to this
country was not purely through national de-
fense.

Doug had a passion for volunteering. He de-
voted much of his time to the Humboldt Senior
Resource Center, Area 1 Agency on Aging,
the Ingomar Club Board, and the Historical
Committee. When Alzheimer’s claimed the life
of Doug’s spouse, Virginia, he established a
caregiver support group to make sure that oth-
ers had the help and training they needed to
care for family members stricken by the dis-
ease.

Doug was captivated by the beauty of our
natural world and found solace in nature. He
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