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come. During Dean Reilly’s tenure, medical
school curriculum and clinical training settings
were updated to better prepare medical stu-
dents for productive and fulfiling careers,
medical research for the school of medicine
grew by 67 percent, and CU Medicine faculty
cared for more Coloradans than any other
medical group—serving 727,000 people
through 4.2 million patient visits in 2023.

Dr. Reilly’s commitment to community serv-
ice is exemplified by his efforts to strengthen
partnerships for those residing in Colorado.
Under his guidance, CU Anschutz established
the Aurora Wellness Community, a trans-
formative initiative aimed at enhancing access
to primary care for underserved populations in
north Aurora. The Aurora Wellness Commu-
nity Center will offer comprehensive health
and wellness programming, including childcare
and a food bank to address the diverse needs
of north Aurora. Further, under the leadership
of Dr. Reilly, the CU School of Medicine col-
laborated with Traverse Academy, a school
within the Cherry Creek School District, which
led to the establishment of the Nation’s first
mental health treatment facility operated by a
school district.

Dean Reilly’'s contributions to improving
health care access, quality, and research will
be felt in Colorado and across the country for
decades to come. | want to congratulate Dean
Reilly again on his upcoming retirement and
thank him for his service to our community,
Colorado, and our Nation.

———

CELEBRATING CHICAGO CUBS
LEGEND, RYNE SANDBERG

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ryne Sandberg and join the Chicago
Cubs in celebrating the dedication of his new
statue outside of historic Wrigley Field.

A Hall of Fame second baseman, Mr.
Sandberg played 15 seasons with the Chicago
Cubs, starting in 1982. By the time Mr.
Sandberg retired in 1997, he held the record
for most Gold Glove Awards by a second
baseman, the most consecutive errorless
games by a second baseman and the most
home runs by a second baseman. In 2005,
Mr. Sandberg was elected to the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and had his number,
23, retired by the Cubs.

Mr. Sandberg is a living legend and as a
Cubs fan | could not be happier that he is re-
ceiving a statue here in lllinois’ 5th District. Mr.
Speaker, please join me and all our col-
leagues in the House of Representatives in
recognizing Mr. Sandberg’s legacy and con-
gratulating him on the unveiling of his statue.

RECOGNIZING WORLD OCEAN DAY
HON. JENNIFER A. KIGGANS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 13, 2024
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

today, | rise to recognize World Ocean Day,
celebrated annually on June 8th. This day of-
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fers a valuable opportunity to celebrate our
oceans, which are not only a source of im-
mense beauty and wonder but also a vital
component of our U.S. economy. As we com-
memorate this day, | want to emphasize the
significance of fishing communities and the
necessity of maintaining abundant ocean re-
sources. They are integral to the economic
health and sustainability of fishing commu-
nities and our Nation.

The fishing and seafood industries plays a
significant role in our economy at home in Vir-
ginia. In 2022, the Commonwealth of Virginia
had 28,729 jobs in the U.S. Seafood Industry,
according to the Fisheries Economics of the
United States 2022 Report by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
These jobs resulted in $851,594 in income for
Virginians and $3,519,973 in sales, inserting
millions of dollars back into our communities.

Fishing communities look different across
the United States, but they all depend on
healthy ocean ecosystems for their livelihoods.
These communities form the backbone of
coastal economies, and thriving fisheries help
them provide jobs, protect food security, and
secure cultural heritage and recreational op-
portunities for all Americans. The economic
impact of the fishing industry is substantial,
contributing billions of dollars to the national
economy and supporting countless families
and businesses.

However, fishing communities face unprece-
dented challenges on many fronts. Pollution
and other environmental challenges threaten
the health of marine ecosystems and the sus-
tainability of fish stocks, which in turn directly
impacts fishing communities and jeopardizes
their way of life and economic stability. At the
same time, coastal development and the loss
of working waterfronts are also making it more
difficult for fishing communities to survive.

To secure the future of our fishing commu-
nities and the economic vitality of our oceans,
we must prioritize fishing communities and the
sustainable fisheries that support them. This
includes:

Sustainable Fishing Practices: Implementing
management efforts that prevent overfishing
and promote the rebuilding of fish populations.

Habitat Protection: Safeguarding critical ma-
rine habitats, such as coral reefs, mangroves,
and seagrass beds, which support a diverse
range of marine life, including fish.

Pollution Reduction: Addressing sources of
ocean pollution, including plastic waste and
chemical runoff, to protect marine ecosystems
and the species that inhabit them.

Adaptability to change: Enhancing the resil-
ience of fisheries and coastal communities
through adaptive management strategies.

Resilient fishing communities: Preserving
working waterfronts and improving the ability
for fisheries to avoid and recover from disas-
ters.

In recognition of this year's World Ocean
Day, let us reaffirm our commitment to safe-
guarding our oceans and the communities that
depend on them. By working together to con-
serve marine ecosystems and achieve sus-
tainable fisheries, we can secure a brighter fu-
ture for our fishing communities and for gen-
erations to come.
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CONGRATULATING MARIE HANSEN
AS A FINALIST FOR THE 2024
EDUCATION MINNESOTA TEACH-
ER OF THE YEAR

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank and congratulate Marie Hansen on
being a finalist for Education Minnesota’s 2024
Teacher of the Year.

Marie has taught at Burnsville High School
for sixteen years, taking after her father who
was a teacher and coach for 35 years. As a
teacher of 11th grade AVID, 11th grade
English, dual-enrollment courses with a local
community college and 10th grade English,
she is an inspiration to her community and the
students she works with.

Ms. Hansen believes that her students are
preparing to take the world by storm, and lead
with humor, warmth and curiosity as they grow
into our nation’s next generation of leaders.
This recognition by her peers and officials at
Education Minnesota is supported by the im-
mense appreciation for her contribution to
public service in my district.

| am honored to recognize Marie Hansen
today as a model for meaningful educators,
and | thank her for the work she is doing to
create community in her classrooms.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
No. 258, | mistakenly voted NO when | in-
tended to vote YES. It is a general principle of
mine to vote NO if | do not know the full ex-
tent of the amendment. | did not have the
complete information on the amendment while
on the floor at the time of the vote. Since then,
| have gathered more information and based
on that information | would have voted in sup-
port of the amendment.

——
RECOGNIZING MERIDIAN HIGH
SCHOOL  BASKETBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. MICHAEL GUEST

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Meridian High School basketball
team and Coach Ron Norman on the excep-
tional achievement of winning the 2024
MHSAA 7A Basketball State Championship.
This championship is a result of the team’s in-
credible work ethic and determination through-
out this season.

The 2024 MHSAA 7A championship is the
team’s first championship since 2017 and is a
testament to what can be accomplished when
a group of individuals come together as a
team. During this season, these young men
were put to the test against tenacious oppo-
nents, and they did not waver. In the end,
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their spectacular efforts culminated in a prized
championship victory.

| would also like to offer my congratulations
to Coach Ron Norman for winning his second
state title during his tenure at Meridian High
School, as well as to his staff for such a suc-
cessful season. These coaches have been ex-
cellent leaders for these young athletes
throughout the season and have set them up
for great future successes. The young men on
this team are great examples to their class-
mates and community of what can be
achieved through working together towards a
common goal. We look forward to seeing what
all of these exceptional young men achieve in
the future.

Again, | would like to extend my congratula-
tions to the Meridian High School basketball
team for their state championship victory.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF CRATERS OF THE
MOON

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my esteemed colleagues, Senator MIKE
CRAPO, and Senator JAMES E. RISCH, to com-
memorate a truly remarkable milestone in our
Nation’s history—the 100th anniversary of
Craters of the Moon National Monument and
Preserve. Situated in the vast expanse of
Idaho, Craters of the Moon stands as a testa-
ment to the unique geological wonders of our
planet and the importance of preserving our
natural heritage for future generations.

On May 2, 1924, President Calvin Coolidge
signed the proclamation establishing Craters
of the Moon as a national monument. Craters
of the Moon has a rich history, both geologi-
cally and culturally, spanning much further be-
yond its time as federally managed and pro-
tected land. Craters of the Moon offers count-
less opportunities for hiking, camping, cross-
country  skiing, wildlife viewing, and
backcountry travel. Exposed fissures, lava
fields, lava tubes, craters, and cinder cones
form a strangely beautiful volcanic sea on cen-
tral ldaho’s Snake River Plain.

The significance of Craters of the Moon ex-
tends far beyond its stunning natural beauty.
Its central feature is the Great Rift, a 52-mile-
long crack in the Earth’s crust. It serves as a
living laboratory for scientific research, offering
invaluable insights into the processes of vol-
canic activity and ecosystem development. Its
rugged terrain also provides a habitat for a di-
verse array of plant and animal species, many
of which are found nowhere else on Earth.

Additionally, Craters of the Moon holds pro-
found cultural and historical significance for
the people of Idaho and the broader United
States. For centuries, Native American tribes
have revered this land as sacred, and its ex-
ploration by early pioneers and scientists has
helped shape our understanding of the natural
world.

Idaho’s abundance of parks, forests, and
public lands makes our state a wonderful
place to live, work, and play. As we celebrate
the centennial of Craters of the Moon National
Monument and Preserve, let us reaffirm our
commitment to preserving and protecting this
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extraordinary place for future generations. Let
us honor the stewardship of those who have
worked tirelessly to safeguard its natural and
cultural treasures and let us inspire a new
generation of Americans to explore, appre-
ciate, and conserve our Nation’s unparalleled
natural heritage.

In recognition of this historic milestone, and
Craters Centennial Celebration, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of Craters of the Moon National
Monument and Preserve and in reaffirming our
commitment to preserving our Nation’s natural
wonders for the benefit of all.

———————

THANKING COLONEL ARIEL
BATUNGBACAL FOR HER SERV-
ICE TO OUR NATION

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the National Air
and Space Intelligence Center (NASIC) Com-
mander, Colonel Ariel Batungbacal, farewell
and thank you as she departs command, after
serving at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base for
the past four years—first as a NASIC Group
Commander and then as the NASIC Wing
Commander.

Colonel Batungbacal commissioned in 2001,
quickly rising through the ranks to Colonel
and, most recently, confirmed to the rank of
Brigadier General. In other words, through 23
years of dedicated service to her Nation, Colo-
nel Batungbacal has earned a spot in the top
two percent of all eligible members who
achieve the General Officer rank. An out-
standing achievement.

Colonel Batungbacal distinguished herself
through her dedicated service to the Depart-
ment of Defense and her visionary leadership
of NASIC, the U.S. Air Force’s Service Intel-
ligence Center. During her command, Colonel
Batungbacal led the Center through an un-
precedented organizational change, adopting
an A-staff structure and realigning squadrons
to better support mission execution for the
high-end fight.

Colonel Batungbacal elevated NASIC’s ana-
lytic ecosystem by accelerating a multi-year
digital transformation effort, prioritizing sys-
tems and processes that serve to increase in-
formation sharing and remove barriers to col-
laboration. By weaving these transformation
efforts into the Center's near and long-term
strategies, she provided the organization with
an integrated, measurable path to success.
The entire Center has leveraged this effort to
accelerate 20 analytic modernization projects,
with 245 efforts pending future Center action.

Under her leadership, NASIC led a joint
DoD and FBI project concerning a high visi-
bility national effort, enabling critical analysis
and dissemination to policy makers. While in
command, she also hosted two U.S. House of
Representatives Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence retreats, effectively showcasing
NASIC’s efforts aligned to the National De-
fense Strategy. This unprecedented, bipartisan
committee retreat was also attended by 10
senior leaders of the intelligence community. |
brought two Speakers of the House to witness
the NASIC magic themselves and experience
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first-hand the tremendous impact these
“MacGyvers” of the Air Force have on our na-
tional defense posture.

During her tenure as the NASIC Wing Com-
mander, Colonel Batungbacal oversaw the
completion of a $155 million military construc-
tion project—one of the largest in Wright-Pat-
terson’s history. Most impressive, this project
finished ahead of schedule and under budget.
The world-class, purpose-built addition in-
creased NASIC’s footprint by 255,000 sq. feet,
providing an additional 980 seats and cutting-
edge lab space to the U.S. Air Force’s largest
Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.

With an intentional focus on workforce de-
velopment, Colonel Batungbacal repurposed
an existing facility to provide internal training
opportunities to grow and enhance the careers
of her nearly 3,800-member force. Since the
building’s reopening in 2023, NASIC has
hosted nearly 150 classes, training an excess
of approximately 1920 individuals. Instructors
are often in-house NASIC employees and spe-
cialists in their field, offering unique learning
opportunities to enhance their colleagues’
skillsets.

In addition to her impressive accomplish-
ments as Commander, Colonel Batungbacal’s
creativity and innovation has shaped the way
NASIC is perceived across the Intelligence
Community, the Department of Defense, and
the state of Ohio. Colonel Batungbacal has left
a lasting impression with her creative vision,
unifying the mission across the Center and
pioneering a recognizable NASIC brand. She
will be missed, but | appreciate the lasting ef-
forts she made upon NASIC, Wright-Patter-
son, and the Dayton community. We wish her
the best of luck in her next endeavors at A2/
6.

——————

APPRECIATING MAJOR WILLIAM
HENRY LUTHER

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today | am grateful to honor the remark-
able life of Major William Henry Luther, a high-
ly decorated hero of the Vietham War, who
will be laid to rest at the Dallas-Fort Worth
Veterans National Cemetery in Dallas, Texas
on June 20th. Major Luther, the brother of
Second District resident and Publisher of Linc,
Inc. community newspapers, Kirk Luther, also
leaves behind wife Jackie Mae, daughter Tra-
cey, son Robert, five grandchildren, one great
grandchild, and numerous extended family
members and friends. | offer my sympathy to
his family.

| include in the RECORD the following obit-
uary for William Henry Luther:

William Henry Luther, a veteran of the
war in Vietnam and longtime resident of
Edgecliff Village, Texas, passed away on De-
cember 10, 2023 in his home. Bill, as he was
known to most, was born November 7, 1939 to
Kirk Charles Luther and Elizabeth (Betty)
Jane Luther in Berwyn, Illinois. He enlisted
in the U.S. Army in 1956. Bill was first de-
ployed to Korea where he served with a med-
ical unit and was there when President John
F. Kennedy was assassinated.

After Korea, Bill was deployed to Vietnam
for three combat tours during the 60s. For
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