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guardians of the gateway between the United
States and Canada.

In the Buffalo Sector, CBP agents face
unique challenges, navigating diverse terrain
and weather conditions with unwavering deter-
mination. From bustling urban centers to re-
mote wilderness, they remain steadfast in their
mission to uphold the rule of law and protect
our communities Their tireless efforts have
thwarted illicit activities, intercepted smugglers,
and safeguarded our borders from potential
threats.

But beyond their operational duties, the
agents of the Buffalo Sector embody the swift
of service and sacrifice They forge bonds with
the communities they serve, building trust and
collaboration to ensure the safety of all, Their
commitment to excellence and their willing-
ness to go above and beyond the call of duty
exemplifies the finest traditions of the United
States Customs and Border Patrol.

The United States Border Patrol embodies
the highest standard of courage and dedica-
tion to duty, exemplified by serving in the most
hazardous environment with professionalism,
unmatched performance, and unwavering eth-
ics.

Today, | am joined by my Congressional
colleagues to hereby recognize and applaud
the United States Border Patrol for its out-
standing service and commend it for its con-
tributions to the safety and protection of the
United States.

| thank all agents of the United States Bor-
der Patrol, past and present, who bravely
dedicated their efforts to guarding the borders
of the United States and upholding the rule of
law for the past 100 years.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC DE-
FENDER SERVICE TECHNICAL
CORRECTION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the District of Columbia Public Defender
Service Technical Correction Act, which would
fix a drafting error in the Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2024. Unless fixed, this
error will force the D.C. Public Defender Serv-
ice (PDS) to close one day per week begin-
ning in mid-June through the rest of the cur-
rent fiscal year. | very much appreciate that
Senator CHRIS VAN HOLLEN will be introducing
the bill in the Senate. | also appreciate that he
filed an amendment on the Senate floor to the
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 to fix this
error, but am disappointed that the Senate did
not take it up.

PDS is independent of the D.C. govern-
ment, is exclusively funded by the federal gov-
ernment and its employees are deemed fed-
eral employees for purposes of federal bene-
fits. The Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2024 provides PDS $53,629,000 in fiscal
year 2024, the same funding level PDS re-
ceived in fiscal year 2023. However, the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 re-
quires PDS to spend $3 million of its appro-
priation on office relocation expenses, even
though PDS had already relocated offices be-
fore the bill was enacted. PDS needs the au-
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thority to spend that $3 million on salaries, or
it will be forced to close one day per week. My
bill would give PDS the authority to spend that
$3 million on salaries.

The drafting error will not only harm PDS
employees, who will not be paid when PDS is
closed, it will also harm the local criminal jus-
tice system in D.C. On the days that PDS is
closed, PDS attorneys will not appear in any
matter before the D.C. Superior Court, the
D.C. Court of Appeals, the U.S. Parole Com-
mission or other administrative or adjudicative
body. The local D.C. court system is already
facing a backlog of cases because of a short-
age of judges, who are appointed by the presi-
dent, subject to Senate confirmation. The PDS
furloughs will only exacerbate this problem.
This is simply an unacceptable result, espe-
cially when it will have been caused by what
everyone acknowledges is a drafting error,
and not a deliberate cut to PDS’s funding.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to vote on May 14th and May 15th as |
had an immovable commitment. Had | been
present, | would have voted: YEA on Roll Call
No. 196; YEA on Roll Call No. 197; YEA on
Roll Call No. 200; YEA on Roll Call No. 204;
YEA on Roll Call No. 203; YEA on Roll Call
No. 202; YEA on Roll Call No. 201; YEA on
Roll Call No. 205; YEA on Roll Call No. 206;
YEA on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll Call
No. 208; YEA on Roll Call No. 209; YEA on
Roll Call No. 210; YEA on Roll Call No. 211;
and YEA on Roll Call No. 212.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. DEV A.
GNANADEV

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev for
his decades of service as a healthcare pro-
vider in the Inland Empire and to celebrate the
naming of the Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev Trauma
Center at the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center.

Dr. GnanaDev started his over 40-year ca-
reer serving the Inland Empire as a member
of the medical staff at the San Bernardino
County Medical Center, which eventually was
renamed the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center. At Arrowhead Regional, he played a
key role in the development of the trauma
center as the Founding Director of Trauma
Services until being appointed as the Medical
Director of the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center in June 2000. Under his 12-year lead-
ership, Arrowhead Regional Medical Center
took critical steps to expand its patient serv-
ices and physician training programs. Today,
Dr. GnanaDev serves as the Associate Direc-
tor of Medicine and the Chairman of the De-
partment of Surgery at Arrowhead Regional
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Medical Center, a position he has held since
1989.

Dr GnanaDev has dedicated a lifetime to
improving access to and the quality of health
care in the Inland Empire. As the Founding
President of the California University of
Science and Medicine and as a Clinical Pro-
fessor of Surgery at Western University of
Health Sciences and the California University
of Science and Medicine, Dr. GnanaDev has
taken tremendous steps in addressing the
physician shortage impacting our communities.

This week, our community is coming to-
gether to celebrate Dr. GnanaDev’'s commit-
ment to a healthy Inland Empire. On Thurs-
day, May 23rd, Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center will officially be named the Dr. Dev A
GnanaDev Trauma Center. This honor will en-
sure that Dr. GnanaDev’s profound impact on
our community’s health and wellbeing will be
remembered for generations to come.

For his outstanding accomplishments, it is
my honor to recognize Dev A. GnanaDeyv,
M.D., M.B.A, F.A.C.S. His years of service
and commitment to the people of the Inland
Empire are worthy of the highest commenda-
tion.

————

HONORING MARINE VETERAN
CONRAD C. JANOWSKI

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Marine veteran Conrad C.
Janowski, who passed away on May 12, 2024.

A long-time resident of Fort Wayne, Indiana,
Conrad was a respected member of the com-
munity, an accomplished architect, and be-
loved husband, father, and friend.

Conrad attended the University of Notre
Dame, where he graduated with a Bachelor of
Architecture degree. After he moved his family
to Fort Wayne, he served on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Indiana Society of Architects
and was President of the Northern Chapter
early in his career. One of Conrad’'s greatest
sources of pride throughout his life was his
service in the United States Marine Corps
from 1956 to 1958.

We honor Conrad for his service to his
country and for the civic leadership he showed
across the entirety of his life. May he rest in
peace.

RESOLUTION REGARDING VIO-
LENCE AGAINST LAW ENFORCE-
MENT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak in opposition to H. Res. 1213, “A reso-
lution regarding violence against law enforce-
ment officers”.

Sadly, H. Res. 1213 is another hypocritical,
partisan attack cloaked behind a message
honoring local law enforcement during Na-
tional Police Week.
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The resolution is full of misinformation,
baseless and dangerous claims, and political
rhetoric that overwhelms its intended purpose
and has no place in what should be an oppor-
tunity to bring Congress together in solemn re-
flection.

My Republican colleagues have consistently
tried to blame the rise in violent crime on
Democrats and locally-elected District Attor-
neys and with this resolution have attempted
once again to label Democrats as the party of
“defund the police.”

The resolution asserts without evidence that
calls to defund the police are tied to an in-
crease in violence against law enforcement of-
ficers and further implies that locally adopted
progressive criminal justice reform policies
have contributed to the ‘“negative environ-
ment” in which law enforcement officers work.

The Resolution fails to acknowledge that the
number of officers killed in the line of duty de-
creased substantially each year from 586 in
2021 to 137 in 2023.

The resolution advances baseless political
attacks against policies aimed at addressing
decades of mass incarceration and over-
criminalization, attempting to link policies such
as decreased criminal penalties and no-cash
bail systems with an increase in aggression
and violence toward law enforcement.

The Resolution claims that House members
are responsible for exemplifying a respect for
the rule of law and for law enforcement but
overlooks hypocritical anti-police Republican
actions:

The failure of Republicans to unanimously
vote to award the Congressional Gold Medal
to all police officers who responded to the vio-
lent January 6th attack on the Capitol and ef-
forts like H. Con. Res. 106 to marginalize fed-
eral law enforcement officers.

Republican efforts to defund law enforce-
ment, whether by opposing grant funding that
supports state and local agencies, or by call-
ing to abolish federal agencies such as the
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF).

For these reasons | must oppose this fatally
flawed resolution—and yet another missed op-
portunity to support and honor law enforce-
ment personnel across the country and those
who lost their lives in the line of duty, without
engaging in partisanship on this solemn occa-
sion.

———

REMEMBERING GAYLE OWEN
AVERYT

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina is recognizing the extraor-
dinary achievements of Gayle Averyt, who is a
Southern Gentleman who has been a top
business and political leader. My personal ap-
preciation is for his courage as one of the
state’s earliest Republicans, building the mod-
ern Party from non-existence to now super
majorities with all statewide elected officials
Republicans.

DUNBAR FUNERAL HOME OBITUARY

Gayle Owen Averyt of Columbia, South

Carolina, was born on October 13, 1933, in
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Montgomery, Alabama, and he died peace-
fully at his home in Columbia, South Caro-
lina on May 13, 2024. He was the second of
three children of Edwin Franklin and
Asenath Murfee Averyt. Gayle’s family
moved into their first home in Columbia
when he was five weeks old.

Gayle graduated from Dreher High School
in 1951. He went on to graduate Cum Laude
from Davidson College in 1955 and was in-
ducted into the Phi Beta Kappa Society. He
then earned an MBA from Harvard Business
School in 1958.

Gayle’s father, Edwin, co-founded Colonial
Life & Accident Insurance Company in 1937.
Gayle joined Colonial Life after Harvard,
moving through the management ranks. In
1970, he became the Chairman of the Board
and CEO after his father retired. He held
those positions until 1993 when Colonial Life
merged with UNUM Corporation. Gayle be-
came Chairman Emeritus of Colonial Life
and served on UNUM’s board from 1993 until
1999.

Gayle and his wife of 61 years, Margaret
“Peg”” Finlay met on a blind date. This was
their first time meeting despite both grow-
ing up in Columbia. Safe to say their date
was a success and they were married on June
15, 1963, at Kanuga Episcopal Conference
Center in Hendersonville, North Carolina.

Gayle was generous with his time, talents
and resources. Being of service gave him
priceless memories and enhanced his
worldview and purpose. He was on many
boards and committees, including the Cen-
tral Carolina Community Foundation, the
South Carolina State Fair Association, the
South Carolina Orchestra Association, the
South Carolina Ports Authority and the Cul-
tural Council of Richland and Lexington
Counties. He was an active member of Trin-
ity Cathedral and served on the Finance
Committee and in various other capacities.
As a board member, he spent countless hours
helping Heathwood Hall Episcopal School
and Kanuga Conference Center, two places
that were very special to him. Even after he
retired, Gayle remained involved in numer-
ous business, civic, political, educational and
cultural organizations.

Some of the awards Gayle received were
the Distinguished Alumni Award from Da-
vidson College, Humanitarian of the Year
from The United Way of the Midlands, Busi-
ness Man of the Year from the South Caro-
lina Chamber of Commerce, Honorary Doctor
of Public Service from the University of
South Carolina, and the Order of the Pal-
metto from Governor Carroll Campbell. He
was inducted into the South Carolina Busi-
ness Hall of Fame by Junior Achievement.

Gayle led with humility and in the spirit of
collaboration. He was quick to acknowledge
that he would not have achieved his accom-
plishments without the support of Peg, his
administrative assistants, the many people
who were serving alongside him, and his col-
leagues and employees at Colonial Life. He
said that Colonial Life gave more to him
than he ever gave to the company.

Gayle exercised regularly and was a fore-
runner in promoting healthy living. He es-
tablished a wellness center at Colonial Life
in the 1980s, offering exercise classes in
which he often participated. He and Peg
played mixed doubles in tennis and began
jogging in the 1970s when it was a new fad.
He took up golf in high school and shot a
hole in one when he was 83. Gayle loved to
dance at any occasion where music was play-
ing. He hung upside down in gravity boots
and practiced yoga. He was interviewed in an
article about longevity in Smart Money
magazine, accompanied by a photo of him
standing on his head.

Gayle was a kind and caring husband, fa-
ther and grandfather. He will be remembered
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for his integrity, compassionate heart and
the many contributions he made towards
helping others.

Gayle is survived by his wife, Margaret
Finlay Averyt; his daughters, Caroline
Averyt Lord and Margaret McQueen Averyt;
his sisters, Ella Averyt DuBose and Dorothy
Averyt Poston; his grandchildren, William
Leighton Lord IV, Owen Elliott Lord and
Isabelle Finlay Lord; and his six nephews
and nieces. He was predeceased by his par-
ents and his youngest daughter, Elinor Fin-
lay Averyt. A nephew is State Representa-
tive Kirkman Finlay.

The memorial service for Gayle will be
held on May 23, 2024 at 11:00 AM at Trinity
Episcopal Cathedral, 1100 Sumter Street, Co-
lumbia, SC 29201. A reception will follow the
service in Satterlee Hall. Dunbar Funeral
Home, Devine Street Chapel, is assisting the
family.

In lieu of flowers, you may consider mak-
ing a donation to Trinity Episcopal Cathe-
dral (www.trinitysc.org), Kanuga Conference
Center (www.kanuga.org), or the charity of
your choice.

Memories of Gayle may be shared at
www.dunbarfunerals.com.

———

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2024

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the brave and selfless
members of our nation’s Coast Guard. | also
rise to urge my colleagues to join me in work-
ing to develop America’s maritime and ship-
building workforce to meet the growing de-
mand of the offshore wind industry.

| am concerned that the Coast Guard Reau-
thorization Act, which is a critical piece of leg-
islation, includes language that would be detri-
mental to the budding domestic offshore wind
industry. If enacted without changes, this bill
would significantly slow our transition to clean,
renewable, and domestic energy. We have
seen this worrisome provision before. Numer-
ous stakeholders, then and now, have ex-
pressed concern that crewing requirements on
globally rare vessels that are already in high
demand would make it all but impossible for
offshore wind projects to move forward in the
near term.

While | certainly share the goal of expand-
ing opportunities for American mariners in off-
shore wind farm construction, this jeopardizes
jobs in offshore wind manufacturing as well as
jobs that will last decades in offshore wind tur-
bine operations and maintenance. While | plan
to vote for this legislation due to the important
work of our nation’s Coast Guard, | urge my
colleagues to work together and remove this
shortsighted provision.

Last spring, in the interest of finding a path
to empower American workers without threat-
ening progress in the near term, | introduced
the Offshore Wind American Manufacturing
Act. This Act requires the U.S. Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct a study
to inform public and private investment in ship-
building and workforce training to support the
Biden Administration’s goal of deploying 30
gigawatts of offshore wind energy by 2030.
The study would also identify ways that cur-
rent policies could be strengthened to support
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