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have offered a range of inpatient and out-
patient behavioral health services, including
psychiatry, crisis and emergency services,
hospitalization, consultation, and education.
Over the years, services have expanded to in-
clude addiction and children’s programs.

Additionally, in 1979, Jersey Shore Medical
Center began mobile services in Asbury Park
under a grant from the State of New Jersey.
To better meet the needs of its clients, the
program, coined Park Place, moved to a facil-
ity, first operating out of the local United Meth-
odist Church, then to a home on Sewall Ave-
nue, and later to a property on Bond Street.
The Park Place program continued to expand
and adapt, integrating services and other pro-
grams until 2019 when it was merged with the
Riverview Medical Center Behavioral Health
Acute Partial Program.

For 50 years, Jersey Shore University Med-
ical Center and Riverview Medical Center
have been providing services, education, out-
reach, and support to individuals with mental
health and substance abuse disorders Their
efforts to improve the quality and availability of
support services are important for the health
and well-being of individuals and their families.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Jersey Shore University Medical
Center and Riverview Medical Center for 50
years of providing comprehensive behavioral
health services and thanking its staff and
members for their extraordinary service to the
community.

LEOSA REFORM ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak in opposition to H.R. 354, the LEOSA
Reform Act.

In 2004, Congress passed the Law Enforce-
ment Officer Safety Act (LEOSA), permitting
qualified active and retired law enforcement
officers to carry concealed firearms and am-
munition in certain places.

Every state allows the concealed carry of
firearms subject to certain conditions, but the
original LEOSA overrode whatever permit,
training, or other requirements might be in
place—with important, commonsense excep-
tions for National Parks, playgrounds, govern-
ment buildings, private property, and other
sensitive areas.

| should note that | was a member of the
House Judiciary Committee when it passed
the original LEOSA in 2004.

At that time, the Committee was under Re-
publican control, but it still followed regular
order.

We held a hearing on the bill in which we
heard from several law enforcement organiza-
tions.

Some expressed support for the bill as a
way for officers to protect themselves and be
able to respond to a dangerous situation
whether they were in their home jurisdiction or
not, on-duty or off-duty, active or retired.

Other law enforcement organizations op-
posed the legislation, expressing concerns
about creating confusion in the field that might
even endanger law enforcement.

While some of my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle expressed concerns about the
original LEOSA, | was satisfied that it struck
an appropriate balance.

| supported the original LEOSA because it
included limits for special places.

It had exceptions so that states would still
have some control over whether retired and
off-duty law enforcement officers would be al-
lowed to carry concealed weapons in places
like parks, playgrounds, Gun-Free School
Zones, and state and local government build-
ings.

gStates should be allowed to regulate these
places consistent with the needs of the state.

Allowing them to do so protects local law
enforcement by making sure they know what
to expect when responding to a scene.

The original LEOSA also respected the
rights of private property owners to prohibit
concealed weapons on their property if they
chose to do so.

And with respect to retired officers, it en-
sured that they would continue to receive an-
nual firearms training so that they would know
how to safely use the concealed firearm that
they were carrying.

The legislation before us today, however,
upsets the balance struck by the original
LEOSA and it is being advanced without a
hearing that would help us fully evaluate its
strengths and weaknesses.

While | supported the original LEOSA, | op-
pose the legislation before us today because
it would allow more concealed weapons in
parks, playgrounds, Gun-Free School Zones,
local government buildings, and on private
property even when it is contrary to the judg-
ment of state leaders and private property
owners.

Today’s bill also weakens the training stand-
ards for retired officers as set forth in the origi-
nal LEOSA, which is especially concerning.

Marksmanship is a perishable skill that must
be renewed through practice and training.

By relaxing the training standards, today’s
bill would allow retired officers to carry con-
cealed firearms despite it being as many as
three years since they last received training—
and it could be that they retired from law en-
forcement more years before that.

| respect the rights of lawful and responsible
gun owners, including the rights of retired and
off-duty law enforcement.

We should allow these individuals to carry
concealed weapons into many places, pro-
vided they meet certain qualifications including
regular training.

But this bill would allow concealed weapons
to be carried by those who have not received
recent training.

And it would allow concealed firearms in
spaces where a state may have a valid public
safety interest in prohibiting them.

For these reasons, | must oppose this legis-
lation and | urge my colleagues to vote no on
this bill.

————

CONGRATULATING LTC KELSEY
ROUSEY

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN
RADEWAGEN

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to thank Lieutenant Colonel Kelsey

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E539

Rousey for her dedicated service to the peo-
ple of American Samoa and all the Pacific Is-
lands as Deputy to the House Liaison Division
in the U.S. Army’s Office of the Chief, Legisla-
tive Liaison.

In American Samoa, our men and women of
the Armed Forces are very important to us
The people of our islands take great pride in
being patriotic Americans and our people are
known for a high rate of service in our military
In particular, our U S Army recruiting center
ranks number one in the nation in enlistment
rate.

To that end | would like to recognize all the
work LTC Rousey has done to serve our
country throughout her career, so far. She re-
ceived her commission through the ROTC pro-
gram at John Carroll University, as Transpor-
tation Officer.

She has an extensive list of military awards
and decorations including the Bronze Star
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal with four
oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, and the
Meritorious Volunteer Medal. She was instru-
mental in sharing the Army message through-
out the House of Representatives and Con-
gress.

In congratulating this outstanding officer
today, we also express our deep appreciation
to all who serve, including the many in uniform
from American Samoa serving with distinction
all over the world.

In thank Kelsey for her outstanding leader-
ship and her commitment to our Soldiers,
American Samoa, and our great Nation. Best
wishes to her and her family as she departs
for Pennsylvania and the U.S. Army War Col-
lege | thank her for her service and her tone
dedicated to our beautiful island.

God bless you on your
(Fa’amanumia le Atua i ou ala. Soifua).

————

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED
STATES BORDER PATROL 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. CLAUDIA TENNEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the men and women of the United
States Border Patrol for the 100 years of in-
credible service they have provided to our
country, ensuring security and sovereignty at
our borders. Since its founding on May 1,
1924—the first anniversary of the signing of
the 1923 Border Convention between the
United States and Mexico, the United States
Border Patrol has been dedicated to defending
the borders of our great Nation.

The members of the United States Border
Patrol work day and night, hour upon hour, in
harsh  conditions and dangerous cir-
cumstances to ensure that terrorists, weapons,
drugs and contraband do not make their way
into the United States.

Today, | wish to shine a spotlight on one of
the integral sectors within the United States
Customs and Border Patrol—the Buffalo Sec-
tor. Situated along the Northern border, the
Buffalo Sector plays a pivotal role in securing
our nation’s perimeter Sprawling across vast
landscapes, from the Great Lakes to the Ap-
palachian Mountains, its agents stand as

journey
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guardians of the gateway between the United
States and Canada.

In the Buffalo Sector, CBP agents face
unique challenges, navigating diverse terrain
and weather conditions with unwavering deter-
mination. From bustling urban centers to re-
mote wilderness, they remain steadfast in their
mission to uphold the rule of law and protect
our communities Their tireless efforts have
thwarted illicit activities, intercepted smugglers,
and safeguarded our borders from potential
threats.

But beyond their operational duties, the
agents of the Buffalo Sector embody the swift
of service and sacrifice They forge bonds with
the communities they serve, building trust and
collaboration to ensure the safety of all, Their
commitment to excellence and their willing-
ness to go above and beyond the call of duty
exemplifies the finest traditions of the United
States Customs and Border Patrol.

The United States Border Patrol embodies
the highest standard of courage and dedica-
tion to duty, exemplified by serving in the most
hazardous environment with professionalism,
unmatched performance, and unwavering eth-
ics.

Today, | am joined by my Congressional
colleagues to hereby recognize and applaud
the United States Border Patrol for its out-
standing service and commend it for its con-
tributions to the safety and protection of the
United States.

| thank all agents of the United States Bor-
der Patrol, past and present, who bravely
dedicated their efforts to guarding the borders
of the United States and upholding the rule of
law for the past 100 years.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC DE-
FENDER SERVICE TECHNICAL
CORRECTION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the District of Columbia Public Defender
Service Technical Correction Act, which would
fix a drafting error in the Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2024. Unless fixed, this
error will force the D.C. Public Defender Serv-
ice (PDS) to close one day per week begin-
ning in mid-June through the rest of the cur-
rent fiscal year. | very much appreciate that
Senator CHRIS VAN HOLLEN will be introducing
the bill in the Senate. | also appreciate that he
filed an amendment on the Senate floor to the
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 to fix this
error, but am disappointed that the Senate did
not take it up.

PDS is independent of the D.C. govern-
ment, is exclusively funded by the federal gov-
ernment and its employees are deemed fed-
eral employees for purposes of federal bene-
fits. The Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2024 provides PDS $53,629,000 in fiscal
year 2024, the same funding level PDS re-
ceived in fiscal year 2023. However, the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 re-
quires PDS to spend $3 million of its appro-
priation on office relocation expenses, even
though PDS had already relocated offices be-
fore the bill was enacted. PDS needs the au-
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thority to spend that $3 million on salaries, or
it will be forced to close one day per week. My
bill would give PDS the authority to spend that
$3 million on salaries.

The drafting error will not only harm PDS
employees, who will not be paid when PDS is
closed, it will also harm the local criminal jus-
tice system in D.C. On the days that PDS is
closed, PDS attorneys will not appear in any
matter before the D.C. Superior Court, the
D.C. Court of Appeals, the U.S. Parole Com-
mission or other administrative or adjudicative
body. The local D.C. court system is already
facing a backlog of cases because of a short-
age of judges, who are appointed by the presi-
dent, subject to Senate confirmation. The PDS
furloughs will only exacerbate this problem.
This is simply an unacceptable result, espe-
cially when it will have been caused by what
everyone acknowledges is a drafting error,
and not a deliberate cut to PDS’s funding.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to vote on May 14th and May 15th as |
had an immovable commitment. Had | been
present, | would have voted: YEA on Roll Call
No. 196; YEA on Roll Call No. 197; YEA on
Roll Call No. 200; YEA on Roll Call No. 204;
YEA on Roll Call No. 203; YEA on Roll Call
No. 202; YEA on Roll Call No. 201; YEA on
Roll Call No. 205; YEA on Roll Call No. 206;
YEA on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll Call
No. 208; YEA on Roll Call No. 209; YEA on
Roll Call No. 210; YEA on Roll Call No. 211;
and YEA on Roll Call No. 212.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. DEV A.
GNANADEV

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev for
his decades of service as a healthcare pro-
vider in the Inland Empire and to celebrate the
naming of the Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev Trauma
Center at the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center.

Dr. GnanaDev started his over 40-year ca-
reer serving the Inland Empire as a member
of the medical staff at the San Bernardino
County Medical Center, which eventually was
renamed the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center. At Arrowhead Regional, he played a
key role in the development of the trauma
center as the Founding Director of Trauma
Services until being appointed as the Medical
Director of the Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center in June 2000. Under his 12-year lead-
ership, Arrowhead Regional Medical Center
took critical steps to expand its patient serv-
ices and physician training programs. Today,
Dr. GnanaDev serves as the Associate Direc-
tor of Medicine and the Chairman of the De-
partment of Surgery at Arrowhead Regional
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Medical Center, a position he has held since
1989.

Dr GnanaDev has dedicated a lifetime to
improving access to and the quality of health
care in the Inland Empire. As the Founding
President of the California University of
Science and Medicine and as a Clinical Pro-
fessor of Surgery at Western University of
Health Sciences and the California University
of Science and Medicine, Dr. GnanaDev has
taken tremendous steps in addressing the
physician shortage impacting our communities.

This week, our community is coming to-
gether to celebrate Dr. GnanaDev’'s commit-
ment to a healthy Inland Empire. On Thurs-
day, May 23rd, Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center will officially be named the Dr. Dev A
GnanaDev Trauma Center. This honor will en-
sure that Dr. GnanaDev’s profound impact on
our community’s health and wellbeing will be
remembered for generations to come.

For his outstanding accomplishments, it is
my honor to recognize Dev A. GnanaDeyv,
M.D., M.B.A, F.A.C.S. His years of service
and commitment to the people of the Inland
Empire are worthy of the highest commenda-
tion.

————

HONORING MARINE VETERAN
CONRAD C. JANOWSKI

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Marine veteran Conrad C.
Janowski, who passed away on May 12, 2024.

A long-time resident of Fort Wayne, Indiana,
Conrad was a respected member of the com-
munity, an accomplished architect, and be-
loved husband, father, and friend.

Conrad attended the University of Notre
Dame, where he graduated with a Bachelor of
Architecture degree. After he moved his family
to Fort Wayne, he served on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Indiana Society of Architects
and was President of the Northern Chapter
early in his career. One of Conrad’'s greatest
sources of pride throughout his life was his
service in the United States Marine Corps
from 1956 to 1958.

We honor Conrad for his service to his
country and for the civic leadership he showed
across the entirety of his life. May he rest in
peace.

RESOLUTION REGARDING VIO-
LENCE AGAINST LAW ENFORCE-
MENT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak in opposition to H. Res. 1213, “A reso-
lution regarding violence against law enforce-
ment officers”.

Sadly, H. Res. 1213 is another hypocritical,
partisan attack cloaked behind a message
honoring local law enforcement during Na-
tional Police Week.
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