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These are levels of detention similar to
those during under the Trump administration.

Despite the claims of this resolution, the
Biden administration has significantly ex-
panded expedited removal and in ways that
many in our caucus worry violates due proc-
ess.

Since the end of Title 42 last year, the
Biden administration has removed or returned
over 720,000 individuals, including over
109,000 individual members of family units, in-
cluding children.

This is more than the number of people re-
moved in ALL of fiscal year 2019 under the
Trump administration, and more removals and
returns than every full fiscal year since 2011.

We also know that immigrants commit
crimes at lower rates that native-born individ-
uals.

There are currently 45 million foreign-born
people in the United States.

In any large group, there are going to be
some people who do bad things.

These people do not represent the group as
a whole.

Unfortunately, Republicans and this resolu-
tion, want to use any crime committed by an
immigrant to fearmonger and scapegoat mi-
grants for everything that is wrong in the coun-
try.

But here are the facts: Higher immigration is
associated with lower crime rates.

According to a 2015 study by the American
Immigration Council, between 1990 and 2013,
the foreign-born share of the U.S. population
grew from 7.9 percent to 13.1 percent and the
number of unauthorized immigrants more than
tripled from 3.5 million to 11.2 million.

During the same period, FBI data indicates
that the violent crime rate declined 48 per-
cent—which included falling rates of aggra-
vated assault, robbery, rape, and murder.

An NBC News review of available 2024
crime data from the cities targeted by Texas'’s
“Operation Lone Star,” which buses or flies
migrants from the border to major cities in the
interior—shows overall crime levels dropping
in those cities that have received the most mi-
grants.

Overall crime is down year after year in
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, New York, and
Los Angeles.

With these facts, we can see that this bill is
sadly another opportunity for my Republican
colleagues to score cheap political points on a
bill that has no chance to become law while
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as
criminals.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues to
vote no on this bill.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER
BROOKE TAYLOR IN THE REACH
FOR EXCELLENCE CATEGORY

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Brooke Taylor, the first-place
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Reach for Excellence category.
This scholarship is awarded to Palm Beach
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and Martin County students who have dis-
played excellence in their academic and com-
munal endeavors in a multitude of categories.

Brooke, a Spanish River High School stu-
dent, has excelled academically as an AP
Scholar with Distinction and an AICE Diploma
recipient. Her Journey as an individual with a
learning disability spurred her to found the
Learning Disability Awareness Club at her
school, a testament to her commitment to
inclusivity and advocacy. Her future career
goal of serving as an elected school board
member and specializing in education law is a
testament to her dedication to championing
the rights of students with special needs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me today in
recognizing Ms. Brooke Taylor as an excellent
student and impactful member of her commu-
nity.

———

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF
ACT, H.R. 5863

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, we are now al-
most a year and a half removed from the dev-
astating tornado that hit my district and one
thing is clear; the people of Selma, Dallas
County and Greene County are resilient.

From the very beginning, my biggest priority
has been ensuring that those impacted by the
tornado get the resources they need to re-
cover AND ensuring that our recovery is equi-
table.

The legislation before us today is just an-
other example of making a valuable resource
within the tax code available to all those still
rebuilding after the storm.

The road to recovery is a marathon, not a
sprint. The work undertaken by the Ways &
Means Committee is transformative in nature
and improves lives for the better.

H.R. 5863 will give my constituents and all
Americans impacted by federal designated
disasters yet another tool to rebuild their
homes and livelihoods.

| support this legislation and encourage my
colleagues to do the same.

———

RECOGNIZING SIMON RIVAS NIETO
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Simon Rivas Nieto for earning
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award.

Simon has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Simon, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Simon’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at
Three Creeks K-8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Simon Rivas
Nieto on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.
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IMPROVING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER SAFETY AND
WELLNESS THROUGH DATA ACT
OF 2024

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to speak in opposition to H.R. 7581, the “Im-
proving Law Enforcement Officer Safety and
Wellness Through Data Act.”

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member
of the Homeland Security Committee, | am
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill.

Sadly, nothing in this bill makes a single of-
ficer safer or invests a single dollar in officer
wellness.

By contrast, last Congress, Democrats
passed the Protecting America’s First Re-
sponders Act, the Public Safety Officer Sup-
port Act, the Confidentiality Opportunities for
Peer Support (COPS) Counseling Act, and the
Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act.

But this Congress, House Republicans are
refusing to follow suit, instead offering this bill
that sounds helpful, but is not.

This legislation falls far short of the George
Floyd Justice in Policing Act, which would in-
vest in better data collection and reporting by
requiring law enforcement agencies to report
uses of force by or against law enforcement
officers as a condition of the receipt of certain
grants.

My bill, the George Floyd Justice in Policing
Act would actually provide us with new data
because it would condition the receipt of cer-
tain grants on the reporting of incidents involv-
ing law enforcement officers and it would sup-
port better data collection and reporting
through additional grants to reporting agen-
cies.

The reporting provisions of the George
Floyd Justice in Policing Act include officer
shootings by civilians, officer deaths, deaths of
civilians in custody, and uses of deadly force
against civilians.

In focusing only on attacks against officers,
this bill turns a blind eye to uses of force by
law enforcement against civilians, whether jus-
tified or not.

House Republicans are again refusing to
work with police and the organizations that
represent them to pass meaningful legislation.

At least seven bipartisan law enforcement
bills, many led by Republicans, have been
passed by the Democratic-led Senate and are
awaiting consideration in the House.

These are bills that would actually improve
the welfare of law enforcement officers and
are priorities for the groups who represent
them.

But, so far, House Republicans have only
advanced one of these bills.

While House Republicans continue to
prioritize messaging over meaningful legisla-
tion, Democrats will continue to work with law
enforcement organizations on substantive pro-
posals—proposals we will pursue when we
take back the House.

With these facts, we can see that this bill is
sadly another opportunity for my Republican
colleagues to score cheap political points on a
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bill that has no chance to become law while
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as
criminals.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues to
vote no on this bill.

————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER AVA

ALLWARDT IN THE SCIENCE
CATEGORY
HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Ava Allwardt, the first-place
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Science category. This scholarship
is awarded to Palm Beach and Martin County
students who have displayed excellence in
their academic and communal endeavors in a
multitude of categories.

Ava, a student at Saint Andrews School, is
driven by a passion for biomedical engineering
and a desire to leverage computer science in
the discovery of biologically complex diseases.
Her research, already published in two pres-
tigious science journals, has earned her a
place as a finalist in the Regeneron Inter-
national Science and Engineering Fair. She
has also collaborated on projects with re-
nowned institutions such as Harvard Medical
School and UF Scripps Biomedical Research.
Beyond her academic achievements, Ava has
made a significant societal impact through her
volunteer work, dedicating over 750 hours of
service to the International Youth Neuro-
science Association and establishing chapters
in more than 35 countries.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me today in
recognizing Ms. Ava Allwardt as an excellent
student and notable contributor to the field of
science.

HONORING LT. TYLER FAGGARD

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Clay County, N.C. Lieutenant Tyler
Faggard in recognition of his service.

Lt. Faggard, a Clay County native, began
his career in law enforcement as a Clay Coun-
ty Telecommunicator before becoming a com-
missioned Justice Officer. He went on to serve
the citizens of neighboring Cherokee County
as a Patrol Deputy before achieving the rank
of Detective.

In 2021 Lt. Faggard returned home and ac-
cepted a position with the Clay County Sher-
iff's Office as Patrol Lieutenant.

Lt. Faggard’s hard work ethic and commit-
ment to his service led him to be recruited to
his current position as a Clay County Task
Force Officer attached to the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency. Lt. Faggard is wise beyond
his years in law enforcement as it relates to
investigative techniques. Throughout his ca-
reer, he has been instrumental in reducing the
flow of illicit drugs into the area.
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| thank Lt. Faggard for his brave and tireless
service to Clay and Cherokee Counties.

RECOGNIZING LAYLA LEUTHY-
PECK’S GOOD DEED

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an outstanding accomplishment
and good deed from a constituent from my
district, Layla Leuthy-Peck.

Layla Leuthy-Peck is a 7-year-old first grade
student at Saint Andrew’s School in Newtown.
After listening to Monsignor Michael Picard,
pastor at St. Andrew’s parish, telling the chil-
dren about the importance of finding a way to
serve others, she immediately thought of her
best friend WW2 veteran Joe Gagliardi who
was about to turn 100.

She remembered Joe telling her how much
he misses visiting schools to tell the students
about his service and the importance of serv-
ice. He especially misses receiving all the
wonderful handmade thank you cards from
them afterwards.

With the help of her entire first grade class-
mates, Layla was able to get 100 handmade
birthday cards for Joe’s 100th birthday. To
make it a day he will remember, Layla deliv-
ered the sack of cards to Joe riding in a New-
town firetruck which was escorted by the
township police and many other emergency
service vehicles in a parade of lights and si-
rens.

Mr. Gagliardi served in the United States
Navy during WW2 on a Patrol Torpedo (PT)
Boat that escorted General Douglas Mac-
Arthur and remembers seeing President John
F. Kennedy on his PT Boat duty near him.
Layla’s father Sean Peck is an also a Veteran
who served in Afghanistan and is currently a
police officer in Penndel. Her great-grand-
father, Ray Leuthy, a Corporal in the United
States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division,
parachuted into the Battle of the Bulge and
was an escort driver for General George S.
Patton, Jr.

The news story about Layla’s special card
delivery for her best friend has spread inter-
nationally along with her wish for more chil-
dren to do a good deed for a veteran.

Layla’s commitment to figuring out a cre-
ative and meaningful way to serve a WW2
veteran in a truly collaborative manner is to be
commended. It is my hope that Layla will con-
tinue to find ways to serve veterans and be an
example for other very young children to real-
ize they too can make a difference. | would
like to wish Layla the best in her future en-
deavors and once again congratulate her on
fulfilling her mission to brighten the day for her
best friend, Joe on his 100th birthday.

—————

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE ROSCOE
WATTS

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
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constituents, Detective Roscoe Watts, of the
Citrus County Sheriff's Office. Detective Watts
has exhibited exceptional dedication, deter-
mination, and unwavering commitment to up-
holding the principles of justice throughout his
distinguished career. Detective Watts’s exem-
plary performance is best highlighted by his
successful resolution of the attempted robbery
at the Sunoco gas station. Through his dili-
gence and unwavering work ethic, he was
able to bring the perpetrator to justice, ensur-
ing that they received a just and deserving 20-
year prison sentence. His tenacity in the face
of adversity and commitment to protecting the
community sets him apart as a role model for
his peers. Furthermore, Detective Watts’s
dedication was equally evident in his inves-
tigation of a battery within the Core Civic Jail,
which tragically resulted in the victim’s death
due to their injuries.

Detective Watts meticulously conducted
interviews, analyzed video surveillance, and
worked tirelessly to apprehend the suspect.
His relentless pursuit of the truth led to the
suspect’s guilty plea to manslaughter and a
20-year prison sentence, offering closure and
justice to the victim’s family. Outside of his
professional duties, Detective Watts continues
to give back to the community through his
selfless volunteer work with CASA, the Key
Training Center, and the Church Without
Walls. His efforts, including running multiple
miles to raise funds for the Key Training Cen-
ter, exemplify his dedication to making the
world a better place. Detective Watts’s excep-
tional contributions to law enforcement, his re-
lentless pursuit of justice, and his selfless
dedication to community service have un-
doubtedly made our community more safe. He
is a true embodiment of selfless sacrifice, and
his legacy of service is an inspiration to us all.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Detective Roscoe Watts
exhibits every day he comes to work. Detec-
tive Watts is a shining example of what it
means to be a Citrus County Law Enforce-
ment Officer. His work ethic should be a
benchmark for which other law enforcement
officers should strive to attain. It is evident that
Detective Watts has made a profoundly posi-
tive impact on our community and is qualified
to be recognized as a First Responder of the
Year for Florida’s 12th Congressional District.

——

RECOGNIZING GIOVONNI ALIJAH
GONZALES

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Giovonni Alijah Gonzales for
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award.

Giovonni has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Giovonni, develop crucial skills and a work
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their
lives. This award is a testament to Giovonni’s
hard work, determination, and perseverance at
Wheat Ridge High School and is clearly just
the beginning of a bright and promising future.
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