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By forcing a vote on this bill, Republicans 

are really showing they have no real solutions 
to address the border. 

I urge my colleagues to not take the bait. 
It should also be stated that immigrants 

commit crimes at lower rates than native-born 
individuals. 

There are currently 45 million foreign-born 
people in the United States. 

In any large group, there are going to be 
some people who do bad things. 

These people do not represent the group as 
a whole. 

Unfortunately, Republicans and Fox News 
want to use any crime committed by an immi-
grant to fearmonger and scapegoat migrants 
for everything that is wrong in the country. 

But here are the facts: Higher immigration is 
associated with lower crime rates. 

According to a 2015 study by the American 
Immigration Council, between 1990 and 2013, 
the foreign-born share of the U.S. population 
grew from 7.9 percent to 13.1 percent and the 
number of unauthorized immigrants more than 
tripled from 3.5 million to 11.2 million. 

During the same period, FBI data indicates 
that the violent crime rate declined 48 per-
cent—which included falling rates of aggra-
vated assault, robbery, rape, and murder. 

Likewise, the property crime rate fell 41 per-
cent, including declining rates of motor vehicle 
theft, larceny/robbery, and burglary. 

An NBC News review of available 2024 
crime data from the cities targeted by Texas’s 
‘‘Operation Lone Star,’’ which buses or flies 
migrants from the border to major cities in the 
interior—shows overall crime levels dropping 
in those cities that have received the most mi-
grants. 

Overall crime is down year after year in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, New York, and 
Los Angeles. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
bill that has no chance to become law while 
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as 
criminals. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
vote no on this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
JAKE CHAVIS IN THE SPORTS 
CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Jake Chavis, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Sports category. This scholarship is 
awarded to Palm Beach and Martin County 
students who have displayed excellence in 
their academic and communal endeavors in a 
multitude of categories. 

As a student at FAU High School, Jake has 
maintained a 4.0 GPA and will graduate high 
school with a bachelor’s degree in bio-
chemistry. He is currently enrolled at Wilkes 
Honors College at FAU. His school’s tennis 
team competed in the 2023 State Champion-
ship under his leadership as captain. His pas-

sion for tennis extends into his community, 
where he selflessly teaches tennis at the 
Tenorio Tennis Academy and has volunteered 
hundreds of hours with the Delray Beach 
Open Tennis Tournament. He aspires to be-
come a professional tennis player and hopes 
to attend law school. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Mr. Jake Chavis as an excellent 
student and an incredible athlete. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICTORIA 
DOMINGUEZ SALAZAR 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Victoria Dominguez Salazar for 
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award. 

Victoria has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Victoria, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Victoria’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at Jef-
ferson Jr./Sr. High School and is clearly just 
the beginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Victoria 
Dominguez Salazar on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE BIDEN BORDER 
CRISIS AND THE TREMENDOUS 
BURDENS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS FACE AS A RESULT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H. Res. 1210, ‘‘Con-
demning the Biden border crisis and the tre-
mendous burdens law enforcement officers 
face as a result’’. 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. 

This resolution is more of the same false 
and misleading narrative we have become ac-
customed from House Republicans this Con-
gress. 

This resolution, however, goes further and 
also claims that ‘‘Democrat elected officials 
prioritize illegal alien criminals over citizens 
and legal residents of the United States.’’ 

This is slanderous, wrong, and offensive 
language that should draw universal con-
demnation from Democrats. 

Let us remember how we got here. 
Last May, House Republicans passed their 

inhumane, unworkable border bill, H.R. 2, over 
bipartisan opposition. 

They claimed this bill was the only way to 
secure the border. 

That bill has since failed twice to pass the 
Senate, rejected both times on a bipartisan 
basis. 

Former President Trump instructed Repub-
licans to reject a bipartisan border com-
promise that Minority Leader McConnell called 
the strongest border bill in 30 years. 

Republicans have said out loud they want to 
preserve the political issue for the election 
year. 

The best way to secure the border is to ex-
pand lawful pathways and adequately fund the 
immigration system. 

And yet, we have not updated our legal im-
migration system in over 30 years. 

The more broken the legal immigration sys-
tem is, the more people will try to come to the 
border as the only means of entry. 

We need more asylum officers and immigra-
tion judges to ensure people have their day in 
court, in a fair and expeditious manner. 

However, there has been a refusal to actu-
ally solve the problem. 

This resolution accuses of Democrats of not 
supporting law enforcement when time and 
again, Republicans have refused to take yes 
for an answer and address the issues at the 
border. 

In addition to rejecting the bipartisan Senate 
border bill, Republicans have consistently re-
fused to support providing additional resources 
and personnel for the border. 

In 2021, all but six current House Repub-
licans voted against the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Deal, which provided additional funding to 
ports of entry to combat smuggling of people 
and drugs. 

All but two current House Republicans voted 
against providing funding for border security 
operations in the FY2023 appropriations omni-
bus legislation. 

That bill provided more than $17 billion to 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), includ-
ing funding for an additional 300 Border Patrol 
agents. 

The omnibus also included $60 million to 
hire 125 CBP officers and $70 million for non-
intrusive inspection technology to detect nar-
cotics and firearms at ports of entry. 

In October of 2023, the Biden administration 
sent Congress a supplemental funding re-
quest, which included $13.6 billion for border 
security. 

House Republicans refuse to schedule a 
vote on this funding request, which would pro-
vide the Biden administration the resources it 
needs to secure the border and provide addi-
tional support for communities receiving mi-
grants. 

More specifically, this supplemental funding 
would pay for an additional 1,300 Border Pa-
trol agents; 375 immigration judges, and 1,600 
asylum officers to speed up processing of asy-
lum claims; 1,000 CBP officers with a focus on 
countering fentanyl; new detection technology 
for ports of entry; additional investigative capa-
bilities to combat fentanyl trafficking; and $1.4 
billion more in grants to help communities re-
ceiving migrants, among other investments. 

By forcing a vote on this resolution, Repub-
licans are showing they have no real solutions 
to address the border. 

I urge Members to not take the bait. 
Rather, let us look at the facts. 
In the Fiscal Year 24 appropriations bill, 

Congress appropriated over $3.4 billion for 
DHS to maintain and use 41,500 detention 
beds. 
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These are levels of detention similar to 

those during under the Trump administration. 
Despite the claims of this resolution, the 

Biden administration has significantly ex-
panded expedited removal and in ways that 
many in our caucus worry violates due proc-
ess. 

Since the end of Title 42 last year, the 
Biden administration has removed or returned 
over 720,000 individuals, including over 
109,000 individual members of family units, in-
cluding children. 

This is more than the number of people re-
moved in ALL of fiscal year 2019 under the 
Trump administration, and more removals and 
returns than every full fiscal year since 2011. 

We also know that immigrants commit 
crimes at lower rates that native-born individ-
uals. 

There are currently 45 million foreign-born 
people in the United States. 

In any large group, there are going to be 
some people who do bad things. 

These people do not represent the group as 
a whole. 

Unfortunately, Republicans and this resolu-
tion, want to use any crime committed by an 
immigrant to fearmonger and scapegoat mi-
grants for everything that is wrong in the coun-
try. 

But here are the facts: Higher immigration is 
associated with lower crime rates. 

According to a 2015 study by the American 
Immigration Council, between 1990 and 2013, 
the foreign-born share of the U.S. population 
grew from 7.9 percent to 13.1 percent and the 
number of unauthorized immigrants more than 
tripled from 3.5 million to 11.2 million. 

During the same period, FBI data indicates 
that the violent crime rate declined 48 per-
cent—which included falling rates of aggra-
vated assault, robbery, rape, and murder. 

An NBC News review of available 2024 
crime data from the cities targeted by Texas’s 
‘‘Operation Lone Star,’’ which buses or flies 
migrants from the border to major cities in the 
interior—shows overall crime levels dropping 
in those cities that have received the most mi-
grants. 

Overall crime is down year after year in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, New York, and 
Los Angeles. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
bill that has no chance to become law while 
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as 
criminals. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
vote no on this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
BROOKE TAYLOR IN THE REACH 
FOR EXCELLENCE CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Brooke Taylor, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Reach for Excellence category. 
This scholarship is awarded to Palm Beach 

and Martin County students who have dis-
played excellence in their academic and com-
munal endeavors in a multitude of categories. 

Brooke, a Spanish River High School stu-
dent, has excelled academically as an AP 
Scholar with Distinction and an AICE Diploma 
recipient. Her Journey as an individual with a 
learning disability spurred her to found the 
Learning Disability Awareness Club at her 
school, a testament to her commitment to 
inclusivity and advocacy. Her future career 
goal of serving as an elected school board 
member and specializing in education law is a 
testament to her dedication to championing 
the rights of students with special needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Ms. Brooke Taylor as an excellent 
student and impactful member of her commu-
nity. 

f 

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF 
ACT, H.R. 5863 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, we are now al-
most a year and a half removed from the dev-
astating tornado that hit my district and one 
thing is clear; the people of Selma, Dallas 
County and Greene County are resilient. 

From the very beginning, my biggest priority 
has been ensuring that those impacted by the 
tornado get the resources they need to re-
cover AND ensuring that our recovery is equi-
table. 

The legislation before us today is just an-
other example of making a valuable resource 
within the tax code available to all those still 
rebuilding after the storm. 

The road to recovery is a marathon, not a 
sprint. The work undertaken by the Ways & 
Means Committee is transformative in nature 
and improves lives for the better. 

H.R. 5863 will give my constituents and all 
Americans impacted by federal designated 
disasters yet another tool to rebuild their 
homes and livelihoods. 

I support this legislation and encourage my 
colleagues to do the same. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SIMON RIVAS NIETO 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Simon Rivas Nieto for earning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Simon has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Simon, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Simon’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at 
Three Creeks K–8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Simon Rivas 
Nieto on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

IMPROVING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER SAFETY AND 
WELLNESS THROUGH DATA ACT 
OF 2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak in opposition to H.R. 7581, the ‘‘Im-
proving Law Enforcement Officer Safety and 
Wellness Through Data Act.’’ 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. 

Sadly, nothing in this bill makes a single of-
ficer safer or invests a single dollar in officer 
wellness. 

By contrast, last Congress, Democrats 
passed the Protecting America’s First Re-
sponders Act, the Public Safety Officer Sup-
port Act, the Confidentiality Opportunities for 
Peer Support (COPS) Counseling Act, and the 
Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act. 

But this Congress, House Republicans are 
refusing to follow suit, instead offering this bill 
that sounds helpful, but is not. 

This legislation falls far short of the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act, which would in-
vest in better data collection and reporting by 
requiring law enforcement agencies to report 
uses of force by or against law enforcement 
officers as a condition of the receipt of certain 
grants. 

My bill, the George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act would actually provide us with new data 
because it would condition the receipt of cer-
tain grants on the reporting of incidents involv-
ing law enforcement officers and it would sup-
port better data collection and reporting 
through additional grants to reporting agen-
cies. 

The reporting provisions of the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act include officer 
shootings by civilians, officer deaths, deaths of 
civilians in custody, and uses of deadly force 
against civilians. 

In focusing only on attacks against officers, 
this bill turns a blind eye to uses of force by 
law enforcement against civilians, whether jus-
tified or not. 

House Republicans are again refusing to 
work with police and the organizations that 
represent them to pass meaningful legislation. 

At least seven bipartisan law enforcement 
bills, many led by Republicans, have been 
passed by the Democratic-led Senate and are 
awaiting consideration in the House. 

These are bills that would actually improve 
the welfare of law enforcement officers and 
are priorities for the groups who represent 
them. 

But, so far, House Republicans have only 
advanced one of these bills. 

While House Republicans continue to 
prioritize messaging over meaningful legisla-
tion, Democrats will continue to work with law 
enforcement organizations on substantive pro-
posals—proposals we will pursue when we 
take back the House. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
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