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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CHRIS
DOWNEY

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Deputy Chris Downey, of the
Hernando County Sheriff's Office. On Feb-
ruary 13, 2024 Deputy Downey responded,
along with School Guardian Brent Coleman, to
a 13 year-old student having a medical emer-
gency in a common area at the school which
is at the base of a large set of stairs. The stu-
dent was found face down and unresponsive
to verbal or physical stimulus. Due to the per-
ceived method of injury (fall) the student was
carefully rolled to his back while maintaining
control of his head and neck. The student was
found to have an erratic pulse and was not
breathing. CPR was initiated and an AED and
EMS was requested. Upon application of the
AED, a shock was recommended. Shock was
applied by the device and CPR continued.
This and two additional cycles were completed
before a non-shockable rhythm was estab-
lished. The student was air-lifted to a chil-
dren’s trauma center where he underwent a
procedure to correct the medical condition. In-
vestigation revealed that the initial assumption
of a fall was incorrect. The child had navigated
the stairs just fine and collapsed after exiting
the stairs due to a previously undiagnosed
medical condition. The child has since re-
turned to school and is in good spirits. It has
been well-established that, without the swift
actions of both Deputy Downey and School
Guardian Brent Coleman, this child would not
have survived this medical episode. This is
just one example of the hard work, dedication,
eagerness to help, and servant leadership that
Deputy Downey exhibits every day he comes
to work. Deputy Downey is a shining example
of what it means to be a Hernando County
Law Enforcement Officer. His work ethic
should be a benchmark for which other law
enforcement officers should strive to attain. It
is evident that Deputy Downey has made a
profoundly positive impact on our community
and is qualified to be recognized as a First
Responder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District.

RECOGNIZING RYANN CARLSON

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ryann Carlson for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Ryann has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating

perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Ryann, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Ryann’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at
Three Creeks K-8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Ryann Carl-
son on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

HONORING CORPORAL WILL SUGGS
HON. CHUCK EDWARDS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Clay County, N.C. Corporal Will Suggs
in recognition of his service.

Cpl. Suggs is a veteran of the U.S. Army
who continues to serve his community as a
resident and Deputy Sheriff in Clay County.

Cpl. Suggs oversees the Court and Civil
Process division of Field Operations. In addi-
tion to those duties, Cpl. Suggs is a Field
Training Officer and a supervisor of the Clay
County Animal Control Unit.

Cpl. Suggs consistently sets an example by
his dedication and professionalism to the Of-
fice of the Sheriff and the citizens of Clay
County. His leadership qualities, his work
ethic, and his commitment to the betterment of
Clay County make him an invaluable member
of North Carolina’s 11th District.

| thank Cpl. Suggs for his dedicated service
to our country and to Clay County.

——————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR LOCAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
AND CONDEMNING EFFORTS TO
DEFUND LOCAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to speak on H. Con. Res. 106, “Expressing
support for local law enforcement officers and
condemning efforts to defend local law en-
forcement agencies.”

It is unfortunate that H. Con. Res. 106 is
simply another hypocritical, partisan attack
cloaked behind a message honoring local law
enforcement during National Police Week.

During a time when we are coming together
and supporting law enforcement, my Repub-
lican colleagues continue to offer divisive polit-
ical talking points and largely meaningless bills
that will neither protect law enforcement nor
enhance public safety.

It is further disappointing and disingenuous
that Republicans have consistently blamed the

rise in violent crime on Democrats and have
attempted to pin the “defund the police” rhet-
oric on Democrats—labeling Democrats as the
party of “defund the police.”

This bill put forth by Republican colleagues,
H. Con. Res. 106, endeavors to continue
those efforts—repeating almost verbatim—
sentiments asserted in H. Con. Res. 40, which
was introduced during National Police Week
last year.

Through the American Rescue Plan, Demo-
crats have provided $350 billion to the states
that would allow our cities to keep law en-
forcement on the beat and communities safe
from violence, the largest Federal investment
in public safety in our history.

Police departments used that funding to es-
tablish training facilities, hire more officers,
and raise salaries.

In the 117th Congress, House Democrats
showed their support for law enforcement and
the needs faced by departments across the
country by passing priority policing bills—in-
cluding:

Extending death benefits to law enforcement
officers with PTSD;

Providing funding to law enforcement and
other first responders for interacting with peo-
ple with TBIs and PTSD;

Authorizing $300 million in grants for law
enforcement agencies with fewer than 125 of-
ficers;

Making significant investments in de-esca-
lation training; and

Providing $100 million per year in grants to
solve cold-case violent crimes—all over Re-
publican objections.

Sadly, however, this resolution is another
missed opportunity to support and honor law
enforcement officers across the country, with-
out engaging in nonsensical and damaging
partisanship.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER
RYAN AOUAD IN THE WORLD
LANGUAGE CATEGORY

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Ryan Aouad, the first-place
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the World Language category. This
scholarship is awarded to Palm Beach and
Martin County students who have displayed
excellence in their academic and communal
endeavors in a multitude of categories.

Ryan attends West Boca Raton High
School, where he has further advanced his
skills as a polyglot. His passion lies with the
Spanish language, which led him to earn a
distinguished mention on his Spanish AICE/AS
test. He also maintains fluency in French while
possessing the skillset to speak intermediate
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Arabic and beginner Russian. He uses his lan-
guage skills to further assist those in his com-
munity, which can be seen in his volunteer
work as a lifeguard and swim coach, in which
he is able to dedicate his efforts to teaching
non-native English-speaking swimmers. We
are hopeful that Ryan’s multi-lingual capabili-
ties will pave the way for a successful career
in foreign affairs, where his unique skills and
perspective will be invaluable.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me today in
recognizing Mr. Ryan Aouad as an excellent
student and notable contributor to the field of
world languages.

—————

HONORING DR. DANIEL F. MORGAN
FOR HIS 25 YEARS OF PUBLIC
SERVICE TO THE U.S. CONGRESS
AT THE CONGRESSIONAL RE-
SEARCH SERVICE

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Dr. Daniel F. Morgan for his lengthy career of
public service to the U.S. Congress. After 25
years at the Congressional Research Service,
or CRS, he will retire as a specialist in science
and technology policy at the end of the month.
During his time at CRS, Dr. Morgan made in-
valuable contributions to Congress in federal
and commercial space policy, federal research
and development facilities and infrastructure,
and the role of science and technology in
homeland security.

Dr. Morgan was born in London and raised
in Austin, TX, where he attended high school,
excelling in mathematics. He played the cello
in the high school string quartet, igniting a life-
long love of classical music, and in particular,
music that allows the cello to shine. Dr. Mor-
gan graduated from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT), majoring in physics
and mathematics and minoring in philosophy.
While at MIT, he was a consultant to Project
Athena to produce a campus-wide distributed
computing environment, which is recognized
as an important historical contribution to dis-
tributed computing. He competed in the MIT
Integration Bee, an annual integral calculus
competition, placing second his junior year.
Dr. Morgan then attended the University of
Texas at Austin and earned a doctorate in
physics with a dissertation on particle physics
and cosmology in the early universe. His dis-
sertation was supervised by Joe Polchinski,
noted string theorist and Dirac Medal winner,
and Steven Weinberg, Nobel laureate in phys-
ics, was on his committee. During graduate
school, Dr. Morgan began to play bridge at
beer gardens around Austin. He would go on
to regularly host games, compete at regional
and national competitions, and regularly play
bridge during lunch with CRS colleagues.

Dr. Morgan began his career with CRS in
1991 as a contractor, covering major federal
physics projects and advanced energy tech-
nologies. In 1994 he joined the staff at the Na-
tional Academies of Science, Engineering, and
Medicine, first on Board on Physics and As-
tronomy and then National Materials Advisory
Board, working with preeminent researchers in
their fields. Dr. Morgan returned to CRS in
2002 and was instrumental in covering the
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creation and evolution of the research and de-
velopment activities of the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), established by the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 following the
September 11, 2001 attacks. He consulted
regularly with Congress as multiple Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) programs—such as
those dedicated to chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear defense—were folded into
the newly-established agency. During this pe-
riod, Congress also relied heavily on his tech-
nical expertise to cover the development and
deployment of explosive and radiation detec-
tion systems. For over two decades, Dr. Mor-
gan has covered major scientific facilities at
DOE, including the national laboratories, and
civil and commercial space policy. He is wide-
ly recognized in Congress for his expertise on
the policies, programs, and missions of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, routinely providing invaluable personal
consultation to Members and staff on House
and Senate committees of jurisdiction. Dr.
Morgan consulted heavily with Congress as it
considered the United States Innovation and
Competition Act of 2021 and America COM-
PETES Act of 2022 and the subsequent de-
velopment and enactment of the resulting
CHIPS and Science Act in 2022.

Dr. Morgan is a polymath, whose advice is
valued by Members, congressional staff, and
colleagues. At CRS, he is relied on to provide
expert leadership and coordination of complex
analysis and is a sought-after reviewer and
mentor. Throughout his career at CRS, he em-
bodied the agency’s mission values of pro-
viding authoritative, objective, nonpartisan,
and timely service to Congress.

On behalf of the American people, | thank
Dr. Morgan for his decades of service to the
country.

———

RECOGNIZING OFFICER JOSEPH
BOLOGNA

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Officer Joseph Bologna, from the
New Port Richey Police Department. Officer
Bologna has been with the New Port Richey
Police Department’s K9 unit since July 2021
when he transferred from the Oviedo Police
Department with more than ten years of serv-
ice. He was one of the initial first law enforce-
ment teams to respond to the Pulse Night
Club shooting, and used that experience to
help make him an even better officer. Officer
Bologna’s true passion is being a K9 handler
and trainer. He has trained police K9s for ap-
proximately 13 years and is state-certified. He
has assisted with ten State of Florida-certified
K9 patrol schools. Additionally, he has trained
with national K9 training associations through-
out the United States. He feels the best part
of being a K9 team is the apprehension of
multiple dangerous suspects, removing large
amounts of narcotics off the street, and partici-
pating in community events. He has also had
the honor of assisting federal agencies, includ-
ing the Department of Homeland Security. Of-
ficer Bologna is so well received in the depart-
ment that he had three separate nominations
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from supervisors for the department’s Officer
of the Year Award. Officer Bologna’s perform-
ance on the street, community involvement,
and city representation have been stellar. Offi-
cer Bologna is a wonderful family man who
enjoys being with his wife and wonderful sons.
Officer Bologna is busy learning about his lat-
est addition to his family, the New Port Richey
Police Department’s newest K9, Rex. Rex is
stil a puppy and attending Patrol School,
pending his graduation this month. These are
just a few examples of the hard work, dedica-
tion, eagerness to help, and servant leader-
ship that Officer Bologna exhibits every day he
comes to work. Officer Bologna is a shining
example of what it means to be a New Port
Richey Law Enforcement Officer. His work
ethic should be a benchmark for which other
law enforcement officers should strive to at-
tain. It is evident that Officer Bologna has
made a profoundly positive impact on our
community and is qualified to be recognized
as a First Responder of the Year for Florida’s
12th Congressional District.

RECOGNIZING LUTHER
KOZHEVNIKOV

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Luther Kozhevnikov for earning
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award.

Luther has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Luther, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Luther's hard
work, determination, and perseverance at
Wheat Ridge High School and is clearly just
the beginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Luther
Kozhevnikov on achieving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

————

RECRUIT AND RETAIN ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to speak in support of S. 546, the “Recruit and
Retain Act”.

As a member of the Law Enforcement Cau-
cus and the Ranking Member of the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Surveil-
lance, | am pleased to support this bill.

This legislation will help law enforcement
agencies in tangible ways by providing them
with tools to help address the high rates of at-
trition that have plagued these agencies for
years.

Our Nation’s law enforcement agencies are
facing an unprecedented staffing crisis.

Hiring efforts have been unable to keep
pace with the high rates of attrition that we are
seeing in police departments from coast to
coast, and everywhere in between.
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