April 23, 2024

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E381

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING WARREN TECH

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Warren Tech of Jefferson County
Public Schools for their 50th anniversary.

Warren Tech is one of the leading Career
and Technical Education (CTE) centers in Col-
orado, preparing students to jump straight into
successful careers or to be competitive appli-
cants for college. For five decades, Warren
Tech has empowered students through 36 in-
novative programs, where experienced faculty
and industry partners collaborate to provide
real-world projects, internships, and appren-
ticeships. They have equipped students with
Post-Secondary Workforce Readiness (PWR)
skills while providing over 13,000 free college
credits and 1,600 industry certifications annu-
ally.

Warren Tech’s rigorous educational pro-
grams, ranging from agriculture, STEM, arts,
trades, and more, are proof of their mission to
make meaningful connections between 21st
Century academic knowledge and career-fo-
cused learning.

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, it is my honor to
congratulate Warren Tech on its 50th anniver-
sary and thank all the educators and dedi-
cated individuals who work there for their com-
mitment to our community.

RECOGNIZING SHARON ZAVALA

HON. DON BACON

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Grand Island Central Catholic’s
Sharon Zavala, the winningest high school
volleyball coach in Nebraska history, who is
retiring after 49 seasons.

Since 1975 Coach Zavala has built a
volleyball dynasty at Central Catholic. She re-
cruited athletes and cheerleaders back then to
start a shaky first team but by the end of her
career would compile a 1177 win 220 loss
record and 11 state championships after 49
years.

Zavala was a pioneer in high school
volleyball and set the standard for girls’ sports
in Grand Island and the surrounding areas.
For her efforts she’s been inducted into the
Nebraska High School Sports Hall of Fame,
the Northwest High School Athletic Hall of
Fame (Zavala graduated from Northwest), the
UNK Athletic Hall of Fame (Zavala’s alma
mater) and the National High School Hall of
Fame.

In 2007 she was awarded the National High
School Athletics Coaches Association National
High School Volleyball Coach of the Year and

won the Independent Girls’ Coach of the year
three times during her tenure.

Few coaches have demonstrated Zavala’s
dedication and passion to high school
volleyball. In 49 years she’s missed only one
practice due to a positive Covid test. She is
devoted to players past and present and is re-
sponsible for the careers of many successful
coaches whom she coached at Central Catho-
lic. Her players speak of her quiet demeanor
and her ability to stay calm during close
matches. Notably, she has maintained long-
time relationships with 49 years of players and
is very proud to have coached daughters
whose mothers played for her the previous
generation.

Zavala attributes her calm demeanor to the
traditions she’s meticulously followed through
the years. Every match, she says, has begun
with a “Hail Mary”. Her players dedicated
themselves to the recitation of the prayer at
every match and noted that it always calmed
and focused them.

Grand Island Central Catholic is grateful for
Zavala’s many contributions to the school his-
tory and for helping to develop girls’ sports at
a time when boys’ sports was the only show
in town. Thanks to Zavala, hundreds of girls in
Grand Island and in Central Nebraska have
experienced the thrill, hard work, and perse-
verance and rewards of girls’ athletics.

Sharon Zavala has been a role model, lead-
er and certainly a gift to Grand Island Central
Catholic, to the Grand Island community, and
to the state of Nebraska.

—————

RECOGNIZING ANA OLALDE
GUERRERO

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ana Olalde Guerrero for earning
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award.

Ana has overcome many challenges along
her journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Ana,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Ana’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Arvada K-8
and is clearly just the beginning of a bright
and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Ana Olalde
Guerrero on achieving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

RECOGNIZING MY 2024 SPRING IN-
TERN CLASS FOR THEIR SERV-
ICE TO ILLINOIS’ 183TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. NIKKI BUDZINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the class of interns who sup-
ported my office during the 2024 spring se-
mester. Their incredible dedication to public
service and commitment to learning has been
truly inspirational, and the contributions they
have made to lllinois’ 13th Congressional Dis-
trict have had a significant impact.

In my Washington office, | was honored to
work alongside Joshua Diamond, Wil
Daugherty, and Alexander Goldstein. These
three interns have worked tirelessly to support
my staff and have done an excellent job navi-
gating the turbulent nature of Congress. From
preparing for the State of the Union to helping
my office work through appropriations re-
quests, the policy experience and knowledge
that these three individuals gained is truly im-
pressive.

Back in lllinois, | was proud to work with
Megan McCarthy in my Springfield office and
Aidan Joyce in my Champaign office. Their
commitment to constituent service by assisting
my casework team has been amazing, and |
am so proud of the work they have accom-
plished serving the people of lllinois’ 13th
Congressional District.

The impact that these individuals have had
on my office will be felt for years to come, and
we will be very sad to say farewell to this
group of interns. | thank Joshua, William, Alex-
ander, Megan, and Aidan, for their service. |
wish them all the best as they continue their
professional and academic journeys.

RECOGNIZING JEFFREY HAMMOND

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jeffrey Hammond of Canon City
for his heroic actions, which have earned him
the prestigious Life Saving Award from the
Park Law Enforcement Association.

On January 29, 2023, while serving as an
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area Rang-
er, Jeffrey demonstrated exceptional bravery
and skill during a critical rescue operation in
Bighorn Canyon. His quick response and deci-
sive actions under pressure were instrumental
in saving the life of a woman trapped in her
vehicle in the frigid waters of the Arkansas
River.

Jeffrey’s involvement in the rescue went far
beyond the call of duty. Upon arriving at the
scene and assessing the situation, he donned
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his swift water rescue suit and navigated the
icy waters, having to force open the vehicle’s
door to access the driver. He then securely
placed a life jacket on her and coordinated
with first responders to ensure a safe extrac-
tion.

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, it is my honor to
extend our deepest gratitude and congratula-
tions to Jeffrey Hammond for his life-saving
act.

RECOGNIZING MR. EUGENE ‘“‘JACK”
KRASZEWSKI

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the life of a remarkable man: Mr.
Eugene “Jack” Kraszewski. A WWII veteran,
father, grandfather, and friend, Jack has dedi-
cated his impressive life to serving the United
States and his community.

Jack was born on April 15, 1924, grew up
on his family farm, and attended school in Pu-
laski, Wisconsin. However, Jack did not finish
high school as he was drafted into the Army
at the age of 18 before graduation. Jack was
quickly sent off from small town Pulaski to Fort
Hulen, Texas, for basic training. At basic train-
ing he was extremely successful where he
studied and eventually became part of an anti-
aircraft unit. After basic training he went on to
be deployed and stationed all throughout Eu-
rope including Scotland, England, France, Bel-
gium, and Germany. From March of 1943 to
February of 1946, Jack valiantly served our
country during the height of the tensions of
World War Il. Jack was even present on D-
Day at the Invasion of Normandy, one of the
largest amphibious invasions in modern war-
fare history. All the way from Northeast Wis-
consin, Jack was on the front lines of the most
notorious invasions in United States military
history. | extend my sincere appreciation and
thanks to Jack for his unwavering service and
commitment to the United States of America.

Following his discharge from the military,
Jack returned home and married the love of
his life, Marjorie Stender, on October 11,
1958. Jack and Marjorie enjoyed nearly 60
years together and would grow their family,
welcoming their two daughters, Anne, and
Ruth.

Mr. Speaker, | once again extend my sin-
cere thanks for Jack for his unwavering serv-
ice and dedication to the United States. He
truly embodies all that it means to be part of
the Greatest Generation. Our Nation is safer
because of his selfless commitment and serv-
ice. | urge members of this body to join me in
honoring Mr. Eugene “Jack” Kraszewski in
recognition of his service. Mr. Kraszewski is
deserving of the highest degree of recognition.

RECOGNIZING ZAYNE JAMES
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Zayne James for earning the Ar-
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vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Zayne has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Zayne, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Zayne’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at Ar-
vada K-8 and is clearly just the beginning of
a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Zayne James
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth Award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. COLIN Z. ALLRED

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Mr. ALLRED. Mr. Speaker, on April 20,
2024, | was absent during the time of the fol-
lowing vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted: NAY on Roll Call No. 143, H.R. 3602,
End the Border Catastrophe Act.

——————

RECOGNIZING DAMON GOEBEL
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Damon Goebel for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Damon has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Damon, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Damon’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at Ar-
vada K-8 and is clearly just the beginning of
a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Damon
Goebel on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ROCK
CREEK NATIONAL PARK ACT OF
2024

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce a bill to redesignate the United States-
owned Rock Creek Park in the District of Co-
lumbia as “Rock Creek National Park.” Re-
designating this park will highlight its signifi-
cance to the Nation, including visitors to the
Nation’s capital, and will help bring much-
needed funding for the park’s inviting trails,
waterways, and other unique features.

Rock Creek Park is already a “national”
park, as it was established by Congress in
1890 “for the benefit and enjoyment of the
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people of the United States.” Rock Creek Park
was the first federally managed urban park
and the third federal park ever created, after
Yellowstone and Sequoia. Rock Creek Park
was designed to preserve animals, timber, for-
estry, and other interests in the park, and to
ensure that its natural state is maintained as
much as possible not only for D.C. residents,
but for all Americans. The park also preserves
the ancient history of the land, as it was used
for temporary settlements and as a quarry for
weapons and tools by Native Americans from
7000 BCE until the 1600s.

Since Congress first designated Rock Creek
Park, several structures and properties have
been established or donated to further pre-
serve Rock Creek Park, creating a vast con-
nected park area that falls under a central Na-
tional Park Service jurisdiction. In 1892, the
federal government acquired Peirce Mill in
Rock Creek Park, one of the mills used by
local farmers during the 18th, 19th, and 20th
centuries. In 1950, the Old Stone House lo-
cated in Georgetown, with its pre-Revolu-
tionary War architecture, was acquired by the
park. The building was restored and programs
explain the house’s rich history from the colo-
nial period to the present day. The Fort Circle
Parks were also acquired to interpret and pre-
serve the Civil War Defenses of Washington,
which created a ring of protection for the Na-
tion’s capital during the Civil War. The Carter
Barron Amphitheater, established in honor of
the 150th anniversary of the Nation’s capital,
became an integral part of D.C.’s live music
scene, and has featured acts including Ella
Fitzgerald, Diana Ross, and Earth, Wind and
Fire, as well as local artists. The redesignated
“Rock Creek National Park” would encompass
these later additions to the park.

Today, Rock Creek Park offers residents of
D.C., Maryland, and Northern Virginia, as well
as visitors, an escape from our increasingly
urban environment. Residents and tourists
alike enjoy many activities in the park’s 2,000
acres, including hiking and biking on the trails,
horseback riding, picnicking, tennis, and other
recreational activities in some of the open
fields. Our residents have expressed their ap-
preciation by volunteering to clean up and
maintain the forests, trails, and waterways.

In 1918, landscape architects John Charles
Olmstead and Frederick Law Olmstead, Jr.
wrote of Rock Creek Park, “No matter how
perfect the scenery of the park may be or may
become, no matter how high its potential
value, that value remains potential except in-
sofar as it is enjoyed by large and ever larger
numbers of people, poor and rich alike,” Re-
designating Rock Creek Park as Rock Creek
National Park will help recognize the national
status of the park and protect and revitalize
this remarkable resource in our Nation’s cap-
ital.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

———

RECOGNIZING SAMY A. OSORIO
ALBORNOZ

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN
OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Samy A. Osorio Albornoz for
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award.
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