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their control if they pose significant threats to 
our national security. 

I urge my colleagues to support these pro-
tections for our national security and the integ-
rity of our democracy. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PINE RIDGE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Pine Ridge Baptist Church in Kountze, 
Texas, on its 150th year of ministry to the 
families and residents of Hardin County. 

Pine Ridge Baptist Church was chartered in 
1874 by Rev. D.M. Jordan and his wife, 
Becky; W.J. Jordan; George B. Jordan and his 
wife, Sultana; Jessie Jordan and his wife, Mis-
souri; Jordan Daniels; Rev. J.W. Teel and his 
wife, Milley; Mandy Jordan Shaw Cotton; Mary 
Jane Jordan Teel; Aletha Laird Herrington; 
and Thomas Laird. 

Land for the new church was donated by 
Rev. D.M. Jordan and constructed out of 
rough pine lumber. In its early years, home-
made benches lined the walls for seating, 
handmade quilts were placed on the floor so 
children could relax or sleep during longer ser-
mons, and church baptisms were held in Little 
Pine Island Bayou. Following Rev. Jordan’s 
death in 1906, his son-in-law, Rev. J.W. Teel, 
took on the role, and Pine Ridge has been led 
by many devoted pastors since. The church 
congregation has also grown exponentially 
over the past 150 years, with membership cur-
rently at 240 believers. 

Pine Ridge owes much of its preserved his-
tory to a man named Nathan G. Jordan, who 
joined the church in the late 1890s. While 
serving as the church’s second clerk, Nathan’s 
meticulous recordkeeping is responsible for 
the many documents, obituaries, meeting min-
utes, and biographical information of the 
area’s early settlers and church members still 
available today. 

Over the past 150 years, the church and its 
congregation have been unwavering in their 
commitment to sharing the good news of sal-
vation with all who seek to know God. With its 
long history of service and leadership to the 
community, Pine Ridge Baptist Church con-
tinues to uphold the ideals and traditions of its 
founders. 

I offer my most sincere congratulations on 
this significant milestone and wish them con-
tinued prosperity as they keep to their mission 
of serving the community as the hands and 
feet of Jesus Christ. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS FROM 
FOREIGN ADVERSARY CON-
TROLLED APPLICATIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 7521, the Protecting Ameri-

cans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Appli-
cations Act. 

I agree with my colleagues that we must do 
more to protect personal information online, 
safeguard national security from foreign adver-
saries, and protect our electoral system from 
foreign interference, but this bill is far from the 
comprehensive approach our increasingly con-
nected world needs. I also have serious con-
cerns with the scope of the legislation and 
open constitutional questions about the path 
forward for its implementation. 

Targeting only one foreign adversary-con-
trolled application will not fully protect con-
sumers’ data in our nation. Energy & Com-
merce Committee Chairwoman MCMORRIS 
RODGERS and Ranking Member PALLONE have 
already advanced bipartisan, comprehensive 
data privacy legislation, and the Biden Admin-
istration has issued an Executive Order to 
Protect Americans’ Sensitive Personal Data. 
Instead of addressing one company, as the bill 
we are considering today does, we could in-
stead consider that bill or a related proposal 
that would improve how Americans access 
and control their data across all apps. The lim-
ited data safeguards in the Protecting Ameri-
cans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Appli-
cations Act are not sufficient to justify what 
could amount to a ban on TikTok in our coun-
try. 

Civil liberties and legal experts have also 
raised concerns about potential constitutional 
questions regarding this bill. During his term 
former President Donald Trump issued several 
Executive Orders that would have had many 
of the same effects of this bill, but courts 
struck down those orders. Additionally, the 
state of Montana’s legislation to ban TikTok 
and similarly prevent it from accessing appli-
cation stores was recently put on hold for ex-
ceeding the authority of the state and poten-
tially violating the First Amendment. I am also 
concerned that this bill limits legal challenges 
to just the first 165 days after the legislation is 
enacted and restricts challenges to actions 
taken under its authority to within 90 days of 
their implementation. These restrictions and 
ongoing constitutional questions about limiting 
consumer choice and speech could create sig-
nificant uncertainty as the bill is implemented. 
We should not limit opportunities for Ameri-
cans to protect their rights through our legal 
system. 

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitu-
tion enshrines the protection of free speech 
and a press free from fear of retribution from 
the government. Protecting this right is a cor-
nerstone of our democracy, and one that I am 
committed to upholding. I encourage my col-
leagues to vote against this bill so we can re-
turn to the table and negotiate a more com-
prehensive and effective approach to data pri-
vacy. 

Once again, I urge my colleagues to vote 
no. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS FROM 
FOREIGN ADVERSARY CON-
TROLLED APPLICATIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 13, 2024 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, my intended 
vote against H.R. 7521 must not imply I do not 

have concerns about cybersecurity in the U.S. 
but, rather, that I have concerns regarding this 
specific bill. 

This bill’s narrow focus on TikTok (which 
seems well-intentioned by my colleagues) 
overlooks the expansive landscape of U.S. cy-
bersecurity threats. Adversaries like China un-
fortunately possess a multitude of channels 
through which they can harvest Americans’ 
sensitive personal information. Banning a sin-
gle app does not come close to adequately 
safeguarding our country’s cyber landscape. 
Congress should enact a comprehensive cy-
bersecurity strategy that fully addresses how 
our digital infrastructure can be compromised. 
Additionally, there is an urgent need for digital 
privacy protections. Rep. ANNA ESHOO and I 
introduced the Online Privacy Act that would 
provide far more robust digital protections for 
Americans than those in this bill that could re-
sult in the American ban of TikTok. 

Relatedly, the one-off focus on TikTok for 
potential algorithm manipulation is imbalanced, 
as the actions cited are widespread practices 
across the social media landscape. It is not 
wise to single out one platform for an industry- 
wide problem. The support for this bill in the 
House suggests a need for a more equitable 
and holistic approach to social media regula-
tion. 

If there are genuine national security con-
cerns from my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle, I also question why House Repub-
lican leadership brought this bill to the Floor 
before having us vote for urgently needed 
Ukraine aid. Smart national security policy 
must include not only the cyber realm, but 
also strong democratic international alliances. 

Compounding these strategic concerns are 
possible First Amendment violations. There 
have been various legal challenges to similar 
state-level legislation, and this bill could in-
fringe upon free speech rights. There must be 
a delicate balance struck between ensuring 
security and preserving Americans’ funda-
mental freedoms. I would have preferred hav-
ing more time to debate, scrutinize, and 
amend this bill before voting on it. I hope the 
Senate process varies from that in the House 
before this bill becomes law. 

f 

DENOUNCING THE BIDEN ADMINIS-
TRATION’S IMMIGRATION POLI-
CIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H. Res. 1065, Denouncing the 
Biden administration’s immigration policies. 

House Republicans have again brought to 
the House Floor a partisan messaging resolu-
tion that does nothing to begin to fix our bro-
ken immigration system. If House Republicans 
were serious about solving the problems at 
our southern border, they would negotiate and 
work to pass bipartisan legislation that could 
be approved by both the House and the Sen-
ate and be signed into law by President Biden. 

Instead, they continue to attack the current 
administration to gain cheap political points. 
As I’ve said many times this Congress, House 
Republicans continue to waste our time and 
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resources on messaging bills like this do-noth-
ing resolution, instead of working together with 
Democrats to solve problems for the American 
people. 

f 

UNITED CEMENT GROUP 

HON. WESLEY HUNT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
quire about a possible and deliberate violation 
of U.S. imposed sanctions due to Russian ag-
gression. 

As the war in Ukraine carries on and as 
Russian sanctions are imposed, I worry that 
our focus on Russian assets and agents in 
Europe has overlooked assets and agents in 
former Soviet republics such as Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan. 

I would like to draw specific attention to var-
ious companies registered in Cyprus which 
operate in these former Soviet republics. One 
such example is a Cyprus-registered company 
which operates in Uzbekistan and Russia 
called United Cement Group (UCG). 

UCG acquired the Uzbekistan government’s 
stake in one of the country’s largest cement 
factories in early 2022 in what has been de-
scribed as an ‘‘opaque’’ transaction with no 
formal tender and a significant discount on the 
sale price. This acquisition by UCG has posi-
tioned the company to now control about 50 
percent of Uzbekistan’s cement capacity. 

We are seeing monopolization under the 
guise of privatization, to the benefit of Russia. 

This is just one example of a bad actor in 
these relatively overlooked countries that are 
taking advantage of the international focus on 
Ukraine. I will be sending a letter to Treasury 
Secretary Yellen imploring her to further inves-
tigate these apparently corrupt improprieties 
and potential sanctions violations that continue 
to transpire in this region of the world. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
was not present for Roll Call votes on March 
13, 2024. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 86. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
GEORGE WILLIAM YOUNG 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with a heavy heart that I recognize the re-
markable life of George William Young. 

Mr. Young was third generation native of 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. George was the sec-
ond baby born at the then newly completed 
Broward General Hospital in 1938. He at-
tended Broward County public schools and 

graduated from Fort Lauderdale High School, 
and he was raised in a family with a long his-
tory of community service. His mother, Virginia 
S. Young, served on the School Board and 
was Mayor of Fort Lauderdale. His father, 
George F. Young, was a general contractor, 
as was his grandfather George Waugh Young. 
His grandfather established George Young 
Construction in 1911 and built many structures 
in Fort Lauderdale, including the Riverside 
Hotel and First United Methodist Church. 

George was a man with many talents, but 
education was his calling. In 1969, he became 
Vice President of Student Affairs at Broward 
College, a position to which he would dedicate 
the next 30 years of his career. During his ten-
ure, he developed student affairs divisions on 
four campuses, watching enrollment grow from 
3,000 to 6,000 students. He believed everyone 
was entitled to a college education and de-
voted his career to mentoring those who might 
not otherwise have had the means to attend 
college. 

After retirement, George applied the building 
skills his father and grandfather had imparted 
upon him, building his own home on Lower 
Matecumbe in the Florida Keys. He enjoyed 
his retirement there and in Hendersonville, 
North Carolina, where he spent many vaca-
tions visiting his grandparents as a child. His 
greatest joy, however, came as a grandfather 
to his three grandchildren. He spent countless 
hours and time helping to mentor his three 
grandchildren into thoughtful and community- 
minded human beings. He passed down many 
of his virtues and passions to them, including 
a love of history, Lionel train collecting, and 
fishing. His collection of vintage Lionel trains is 
one of the largest in the country, the result of 
a passion he developed as a teenager while 
employed as the Lionel train repairman at 
Hobby House in downtown Fort Lauderdale. 

My heart is with George’s family, friends, 
and colleagues, but his loss will be felt by our 
entire community. His humility and kindness 
touched everyone who knew him. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT FOSTER 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 15, 2024 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a constituent who has dedicated 
decades of service to our community through 
his commitment to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Clifton, Mr. Robert Foster. For forty-seven 
years, Robert played an integral role, shaping 
the lives of countless young people in our dis-
trict. ‘‘Mr. Bob’’, as he is affectionately referred 
to, announced his retirement in December of 
2023 after serving as Executive Director for 
seventeen years. The Boys and Girls Club of 
Clifton is right to honor his legacy at their An-
nual Great Futures Gala. 

Mr. Foster’s involvement with the Boys & 
Girls Club began at the age of five when he 
followed his older brothers to the Club in King-
ston, New York. Inspired and grateful for the 
coaching, mentoring, and encouragement he 
received, Mr. Foster knew from a young age 
that he would continue his participation by pur-
suing a career in the Boys & Girls Club of 
America (BGCA). 

After obtaining a Bachelor of Science from 
Springfield College, Mr. Foster started his ca-

reer in the Boys & Girls Club of Clifton. He 
served as the first full-time Social Recreation/ 
Team Director. During this time, Mr. Foster ful-
filled diverse roles such as Swim Instructor, 
Coach, Program Director, Operations Director, 
and Assistant Executive Director. By 2006, Mr. 
Foster earned his Masters of Human Re-
source Development at Clemson University 
and was appointed as Executive Director at 
the Boys & Girls Club of Clifton. His work for 
the Boys & Girls Club expanded beyond Clif-
ton serving as the Acting Director of the City 
of Garfield from 2007 to 2009 as well as the 
Treasurer and member of the Executive Board 
of the Boys & Girls Club of New Jersey. 

As Executive Director of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Clifton, Mr. Foster’s leadership contrib-
uted to the Club’s growth ultimately accumu-
lating 5,400 registered members. He collabo-
rated with the Board of Trustees to manage 
an operational budget of $6.4 million which ac-
counted for 28 full-time and 175 part-time staff 
members, all program operations, and the ap-
pointment of a new chief executive officer. 
During his tenure, Mr. Foster partnered with 
the Clifton Board of Education to establish the 
Minds in Motion, 21st Century Grant for 
Schools No. 4, No. 12, and No. 17. Mr. Foster 
embodied the values of service over self and 
effectively empowered our youth by fostering 
their personal and academic growth. 

Outside of the Boys & Girls Club, Mr. Fos-
ter’s community service throughout the years 
includes his involvement in Clifton’s Inter-
agency Council, the Passaic County Work-
force Development Council, Clifton Optimist 
Club, Rotary Club of Clifton, and his work as 
a Commissioner with the Clifton Board of 
Recreation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mr. Foster’s family, friends, and all 
those whose lives he has touched in recog-
nizing Robert Foster for his dedication and 
contributions to his community and the State 
of New Jersey. May his work be a guiding 
light in our community and inspire others to 
strive for excellence in service. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND DR. 
ANTHONY L. RILEY 

HON. CORI BUSH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 15, 2024 

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise with the peo-
ple of St. Louis to honor the outstanding ten-
ure of Reverend Dr. Anthony L. Riley. Rev. 
Riley has served as Senior Pastor at Central 
Baptist Church for five years. 

As a historically Black church in the St. 
Louis community, Central Baptist Church has 
a rich 178-year-old history. Rev. Riley has 
made his mark as the church’s fourteenth sen-
ior pastor. He formerly served as Executive 
Pastor for the Luke Church in Texas, where 
he provided leadership to staff, associate min-
isters, and diaconate. 

As a loving husband, devoted father, and 
dedicated pastor to the congregants of Central 
Baptist Church, Rev. Riley has consistently 
answered the call of public service. In 2022, 
Rev. Riley earned his Doctorate of Ministry 
degree in Leadership and Preaching at Vir-
ginia Union University’s School of Theology. 
Within his education and ministry, Rev. Riley 
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