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RECOGNIZING DR. DAISY COCCO
DE FILIPPIS

HON. RITCHIE TORRES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, to
celebrate Women’s History Month, | want to
highlight Dr. Daisy Cocco De Filippis. She is
the President and leader of Hostos Commu-
nity College who has more than earned all our
heartfelt admiration and thanks for her tireless
work in administration and academia.

Dr. Cocco De Filippis’ work in higher edu-
cation began with her role as Provost and
Senior Vice President of Student Affairs at
Hostos Community College in 2002, where her
unwavering commitment to compassion
shaped the lives and academic careers of her
students until her departure in 2008, when she
took on the role of President at Naugatuck
Valley Community College in Waterbury, Con-
necticut. She served this institution for twelve
years, inspiring students to new academic
heights.

She inspired these students with her own
work and her own academic journey. Dr.
Cocco De Filippis herself graduated summa
cum laude from Queens College, with a Bach-
elor's in English and Spanish Literature, and
then went on to pursue a Master of Arts in
Spanish Literature, again from Queens Col-
lege. Dr. Cocco De Filippis didn’t stop there:
she pursued a Master of Philosophy in Span-
ish Literature and a Ph.D. in Latin American
Literature from the City University of New York
Graduate Center. She was also the first per-
son of Dominican ancestry to do so, cement-
ing her legacy as a legendary pioneer in Do-
minican women'’s studies, Caribbean, and Do-
minican Diaspora literatures. For her work in
these fields, she was awarded an honorary
doctorate from the University of Santo Do-
mingo, the oldest university in the Americas.
Dr. Cocco De Filippis’ resume is no doubt an
inspiration to her students, just as it is an in-
spiration to me.

Dr. Cocco De Filippis returned to Hostos
Community College in 2020 as President and
led the school through the unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic, navigating the difficult
world of online learning and community pre-
paredness with grace and hope. Hostos Col-
lege reported significant advancements under
her leadership. A myriad of impactful initiatives
aimed at improving student life and accessi-
bility have been implemented during her ten-
ure, positively impacting both enrollment and
retention. In early 2023, Hostos College un-
veiled a brand-new, cutting-edge research
center established due to the generous dona-
tions garnered under Dr. Cocco De Filippis’
leadership, which has allowed members of the
Hostos faculty to explore new and more effec-
tive ways of teaching, all with the goal of im-
proving Hostos’ learning environment for stu-
dents and professors alike.

We are honored to recognize Dr. Cocco De
Filippis’ leadership and her achievements
today. Her contributions have been invaluable
to the lives of many, and we thank her for her
relentless dedication to empowering others
through education.
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HONORING THE ARC NASSAU’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. AARON BEAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of The
Arc Nassau’s founding. On this remarkable
milestone, we commemorate five decades of
service and their commitment to enhancing
the lives of adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental differences in Northeast Florida.

The Arc Nassau’s vision of education and
motivation is realized through life skills train-
ing, vocational opportunities, and long-term
employment. These programs provide the indi-
viduals with a sense of belonging in their com-
munity.

As we celebrate The Arc Nassau’s impres-
sive tenure, let us look towards the future with
a renewed commitment to their mission. In this
spirit, | am pleased to announce that The Arc
Nassau and Northeast Florida Advocates for
Autism and Related Disabilities have merged
to strengthen their long-standing services to
the community,

Northeast Florida, let us follow The Arc Nas-
sau’s example, and see the able, not the
label.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing The Arc Nassau. Here’s to another
fifty years of impact, progress, and trans-
formation.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF TOM
KAMERLING

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of a beloved member of
our community, Tom Kamerling. On Tuesday,
we lost a true legend, a man whose voice res-
onated through the halls of Arkansas Tech
Univerity for many years. Tom'’s contributions
to our community, both on and off the air-
waves, will be forever cherished and remem-
bered.

As the public address voice of the Arkansas
Tech Wonder Boys and Golden Suns, Tom
was more than just a broadcaster; he was the
embodiment of professionalism and dedica-
tion. His voice became synonymous with Tech
athletics, guiding fans through countless mem-
orable moments with his unmistakable tone
and unrivaled passion for the game.

His impact extended far beyond the broad-
casting booth. Tom’s kindness and generosity
touched the lives of everyone he encountered.
Whether as a mentor to aspiring broadcasters
or as a friend to those in need, he always
went above and beyond to make a positive
difference.

His unwavering faith and commitment to
serving others serve as an inspiration to us all.
Even in his absence, his spirit will continue to
guide and uplift our community for generations
to come.

My thoughts and prayers are with Tom’s
family and loved ones during this difficult time.
May they find solace in the knowledge that his
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legacy will live on in the hearts of all who
knew him. In honor of his memory, let us
strive to embody the same kindness, profes-
sionalism, and unwavering faith that defined
Tom Kamerling’s life.

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
DAVID E. LUCAS AND THE HON-

ORABLE ELAINE HUCKABEE
LUCAS
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor two distin-
guished public servants, community leaders,
and dear friends of longstanding, Georgia
State Senator David E. Lucas and Macon-Bibb
Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas. Their
collective service of over more than six dec-
ades to the people of Macon-Bibb, the State
of Georgia and humankind was recognized on
Sunday, March 10, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. during
a community celebration at the Saint Peter
Missionary Baptist Church in Macon, Georgia.

State Senator David E. Lucas was born to
the union of the late David Lucas and Beatrice
Poole Lucas, both educators on April 23, 1950
in Byron, Georgia. He graduated from Lanier
High School in Bibb County in 1968 and went
on to earn a Bachelor's Degree in Political
Science from Tuskegee University, attended
Atlanta Law School in 1980, and has been
awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the Mer-
cer University Medical School. At Tuskegee,
he was on the 1971 SIAC Championship foot-
ball team and after graduation in 1973, he re-
turned home to Macon. In 1974, he was elect-
ed to the Georgia House of Representatives,
becoming the youngest member of that body.
He has tirelessly represented Bibb County and
Middle Georgia in both the Georgia House
and State Senate for almost 50 years, becom-
ing the most senior member.

Throughout his career Senator Lucas has
fought for civil rights, voting rights and equal
opportunity. He championed policies that uplift
Georgia’s seniors and improve healthcare ac-
cess and outcomes in urban and rural commu-
nities. In the General Assembly, he has
served on committees crucial to the economic
development and wellbeing of our state, in-
cluding Insurance, Energy, Utilities, Tele-
communication, Appropriations and Transpor-
tation. | was blessed to serve with him for 16
years and can say without reservation, that
there is no one who knows how to leverage
the inner workings of state government for his
constituents better than State Senator David
Lucas.

In addition to his public service, Senator
Lucas is a self-employed independent Insur-
ance Agent and owner of TBL Inc., an enter-
tainment promotions business. He has been a
social studies teacher, football, basketball, and
tennis coach; owner of the Macon Chiefs
semi-professional football team and the Geor-
gia Titans basketball team; and a charter
member of the 100 Black Men of Macon-Mid-
dle Georgia. He has been married to the love
of his life, Commissioner Elaine Huckabee
Lucas for more than 47 years and reared four
children—David, Jr., Aris, Leonard and Albert
(deceased) with 13 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.
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Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas is a
lifelong resident of Macon and the wife of Sen-
ator David Lucas. She is and has been his
support and helpmate throughout their mar-
riage, keeping him grounded during his nu-
merous career and life pursuits. But, this
“Queen” of East Macon is a monumental pub-
lic servant in her own right. Born to the union
of Ella Appling Huckabee and Leonard
Huckabee, she graduated from Miller Senior
High School, completed work in English at
Macon Junior College and received her BS
Degree, Magna Cum Laude from Savannah
State College in Elementary Education. She
earned a Master's Degree from Fort Valley
State University and an Education Specialist
Degree from Georgia College and State Uni-
versity. She is certified in early childhood edu-
cation, middle grades, data collection and
counseling. She taught elementary school for
18 years, was an elementary and high school
counselor for 12 years, coordinated counseling
and advisement for the Bibb County Teen Par-
ent Center for 5 years, and after retirement,
was counselor, graduation specialist and com-
munity service coordinator at the Hutching Ca-
reer Center for 8 years.

First elected to the Macon City Council in
1983, Commissioner Lucas has continued her
uninterrupted elective service, making history
as the first female commissioner of the
Macon-Bibb Consolidated Government. She
has served on key committees including Com-
munity Resources and Development; Appro-
priations; and Employee Development and
Compensation. She served as President, Vice
President and Treasurer of the Georgia Asso-
ciation of Black Elected Officials; The Macon
Bibb Board of Health; Martin Luther King
Commission; Cemetery Preservation Board;
and the Recreation Planning Committee. Her
prolific record portrays a champion for voting
rights, civil rights and equal access to services
for all citizens. She is a founding member and
first president of the Bibb County Voter Reg-
istration and Education League, member of
NAACP, SCLC, Bibb County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee, and Golden Life Member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

In 2011, she opened EL High School Acad-
emy where over 1,800 school dropouts have
reentered school and earned their high school
diplomas. She is a 40-year blood donor, organ
donor, and runs E. Lucas Consulting and
Lenny’s Handy Services in partnership with
her son, Lenny.

Commissioner Elaine Lucas and Senator
David Lucas are indeed a power couple and
truly icons in the Middle Georgia area. Active
members of Steward Chapel AME Church,
they are indeed persons of faith. Moreover,
they are my trusted friends of longstanding for
over 50 years. It has been said that “You
make your living by what you get. You make
your life by what you give!” David and Elaine
Lucas have truly made their lives by giving so
much to so many for so long.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the 765,000 people of
Georgia’'s Second Congressional District in
recognizing and honoring the careers, service
and legacies of State Senator David E. Lucas
and Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas.
To God be the glory for the things they have
done in support of humanity.
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JEROME
KERN CHISOLM

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great American, Major Jerome
Kern Chisolm. Major Chisolm was born De-
cember 5, 1950, in Moncks Corner, South
Carolina and passed away on January 17,
2024, in Pensacola, Florida.

Growing up he graduated from my alma
mater Mather Academy in Camden, South
Carolina where he excelled as a student lead-
er and athlete. Major Chisolm also graduated
from South Carolina State University and was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
U.S. Army. When he retired from the Army, he
became principal of an alternative high school
for at risk students known as Escambia Char-
ter School in Pensacola, Florida. Major
Chisolm was a principal, but he wore many
hats, such as teacher, mentor, and coach. He
was a strict disciplinarian but was committed
to being a positive role model with an empha-
sis on education. In 2014, his school won the
National USA Today Weekend Make A Dif-
ference Award. The award was given for com-
munity service volunteering. In addition, the
Escambia Charter School Board named a
building in his honor, The Jerome K. Chisolm
Building.

Throughout his life, Jerome Chisolm has
been a humanitarian in his community. He and
his wife Barbara have helped so many people
improve their quality of life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in celebrating Major Chisolm’s
remarkable career and his dedication to help-
ing the least among us. Jerome Chisolm will
remain a pillar in the Mather Academy, South
Carolina State University, and military commu-
nities forever.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOROUGH OF
WHITE HAVEN

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today |
recognize the Borough of White Haven, Penn-
sylvania, in honor of its bicentennial celebra-
tion. The Borough of White Haven is situated
on the eastern edge of Luzerne County and
borders the beautiful Lehigh River at the en-
trance of the Pocono Mountains.

White Haven was founded as a settlement
in 1824, making it the oldest established com-
munity in this area of Luzerne County. Incor-
porated as a Borough in 1842, White Haven
was named after Josiah White, an enterprising
citizen and builder of the old-fashioned “bear
trap” locks that made the Lehigh River navi-
gable.

The early settlers could not have predicted
the immense importance of White Haven in
Pennsylvania’s—and the nation’s—economic
growth and industrialization efforts. By the
1840s, anthracite coal mining was booming in
the nearby Wyoming Valley and White Haven
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would become a central trade hub. A railroad
was built from the Wyoming Valley to White
Haven, where the canal system allowed the
coal to be carried to market on barges. The
Borough also boasted Pennsylvania’s busiest
lumber depots at the time, producing 20 mil-
lion feet of lumber annually at its peak.

Today, White Haven is a quaint town fea-
turing a main street with shops and res-
taurants and lovely tree-lined streets. It also
serves as a recreational hub with the Lehigh
Gorge State Park on its border and the Dela-
ware and Lehigh Anthracite Trail in its down-
town. With its picturesque views, charming ar-
chitecture, and friendly residents, it is easy to
see why so many choose to call White Haven
home.

White Haven played a critical role in Penn-
sylvania’s history and the industrialization of
our nation. Over the past two centuries, the
Borough has demonstrated a commitment to
persistence and progress, a trend which will
no doubt continue and contribute to the pros-
perity of this treasured community for cen-
turies to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRANDON WILLIAMS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 11, 2024

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
due to a delayed elevator in the Capitol, |
missed voting on Amendment No. 6 to H.R.
2799, the Expanding Access to Capital Act.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 73.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 12, 2024 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MARCH 13

10 a.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold a joint hearing with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
The American Legion and multiple vet-
erans service organizations: JWYV,
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