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that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Mariana 
Michelle’s hard work, determination, and per-
severance at Oberon Middle School and is 
clearly just the beginning of a bright and prom-
ising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Mariana 
Michelle Davila Rojas on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

f 

OUTSTANDING TEXAS DISTRICT 8 
NATIVE, MICHAEL BISHOP 

HON. MORGAN LUTTRELL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize an outstanding District 8 citizen, na-
tive of Willis, Texas, and star for the Kansas 
State Wildcats, Mr. Michael Bishop. It is my 
privilege to stand before you and pay tribute to 
Mr. Bishop, as he has now become the fourth 
Kansas State player to enter the College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Bishop attended Willis High School, my 
alma mater, and shined on their football team. 
He then went to Blinn Junior College where 
his team won two NJCAA championships. 
After that, he continued his collegiate football 
career in the Big 12 as a Kansas State Uni-
versity Wildcat. Michael then went on to have 
a career in the NFL, the CFL, and the Arena 
Football League. 

On December 5, 2023, Mr. Bishop was in-
ducted into the College Football Hall of Fame 
for his many accomplishments. He was widely 
regarded as the best all-around quarterback in 
Kansas State history, with an overall 22–3 
record and a total of 34 school records, and 
fourteen Big 12 records. He threw for over 
4,400 yards, ran for over 1,300 yards, and to-
taled 59 touchdowns (39 passing) during his 
two-year tenure in Manhattan, Kansas. He 
currently holds eight K-State records and was 
inducted into the Kansas State Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2016. 

Mr. Bishop is now the head football coach 
at Legacy School of Sport Sciences in the 
Houston area, as well as the CEO of 4th 
Quarter Fitness. He continues to be a regular 
volunteer for youth football, and basketball 
teams. He also participates in Toys for Tots, 
Habitat for Humanity, and numerous activities 
with the Boys and Girls Club. As a fellow Wil-
lis High School graduate, I am proud of Mr. 
Bishop in all that he has accomplished, and 
the wonderful citizen that he continues to be 
in his community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ORDER OF 
THE POLKA DOTS 

HON. JERRY L. CARL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor The Order of the Polka Dots, the first la-
dies’ organization to parade in Mobile, Ala-
bama. Despite others’ claims, the very first 
Mardi Gras was held in Mobile in 1703. 

Since then, the city has been the center of 
celebration with parades and parties, drawing 

approximately one million people each year. 
The Order of the Polka Dots was started by a 
group of 20 women in 1949 and has now 
grown to include 480 members. This year, Mo-
bile Mayor Sandy Stimpson is naming Feb-
ruary 1st, ‘‘Polka Dot Day,’’ in their honor. 
Mardi Gras in Mobile is one of my favorite tra-
ditions. It is a time where families and friends 
gather for parades, colorful floats, and flying 
Moon Pies. Congratulations to the Order of 
the Polka Dots on their 75th year anniversary. 
I am proud to commemorate this special day 
in the history of their organization. 

f 

MAXIE ALEXANDER 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Maxie Alexander for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Maxie has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Maxie, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Maxie’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Arvada K–8 School and is 
clearly just the beginning of a bright and prom-
ising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Maxie Alex-
ander on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KENNETH HARDING 
WALLS III LIFE AND SERVICE TO 
HIS COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Superintendent Kenneth 
H. Walls III and to grieve his passing. A dedi-
cated public servant, his devotion to his com-
munity, state, and Nation is worthy of remem-
brance and commendation. 

Superintendent Walls was born in 1977 in 
Ypsilanti and graduated from Ypsilanti High 
School. He showed his spirit at an early age, 
delivering his first service at the age of three 
at the former Wells Temple Church of God in 
Ann Arbor, where his grandfather, Esque 
Wells, Sr., served as Pastor. He was licensed 
as a Minister at the age of seven, making his-
tory in Michigan as the youngest licensed Min-
ister in the Prelate of Michigan Southwest Ec-
clesiastical Jurisdiction. 

At the age of 21, Superintendent Walls was 
ordained as an Elder in the Church of God in 
Christ, later becoming an Assistant Pastor at 
the Greater Shiloh Church of God in Christ. 
While there, Superintendent Walls filled many 
roles for the church, including District Youth 
President, National Adjutant in the Church of 
God in Christ, and Chief Adjutant for the Great 
Lakes Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. He 
was finally blessed with a Pastorship in 2019 
when he founded Dunamis Institutional Church 
of God in Christ in Ypsilanti. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating and honoring the life and 
service of Kenneth H. Walls III. A leader in his 
community and a friend to many, his presence 
will be greatly missed but not forgotten. His 
memory lives on in his mother, Shirley, and 
his family. We offer them prayers of solace in 
this difficult time, and thank them for sharing 
their son, brother, and uncle with us. He made 
our corner of Michigan a better and more wel-
coming place for all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. JOE SOBOTA 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Mr. Joe Sobota. 
Over the course of his career, Joe spent over 
40 years in public service primarily advocating 
for the best interests of American small busi-
nesses. Joe worked under four different chairs 
of the House Small Business Committee from 
1978 to 1998. While working on the com-
mittee, he gained a reputation for his consum-
mate professionalism and exhaustive knowl-
edge of Small Business Administration pro-
grams. Joe had a wide range of responsibil-
ities, including SBA oversight and budget ac-
tivities, acting as liaison between the agency’s 
authorizing and appropriations chairs, and 
serving as the committee’s expert on disaster 
assistance issues. As the top Democrat on the 
committee for over two decades, I know just 
how vital the work of staffers like Joe is and 
recognize his positive impact on American en-
trepreneurs during his time in the House. 

After leaving Congress, Joe joined the Small 
Business Administration’s Office of Advocacy 
in March 1998. At Advocacy, his primary re-
sponsibility was addressing the issues facing 
millions of veteran entrepreneurs nationwide. 
He has a great deal of reverence for veterans 
who continued to serve their communities by 
starting a small business, and it showed in his 
work. Much of Joe’s tenure at Advocacy was 
dedicated to overseeing the implementation of 
the landmark Veterans Entrepreneurship and 
Small Business Development Act of 1999. His 
work to help achieve the goals of this vital leg-
islation helped provide much needed coun-
seling and training to millions of veteran small 
business owners across the country. 

Colleagues in government will remember 
Joe as a dedicated public servant whose work 
on behalf of small businesses helped support 
the dreams of countless American entre-
preneurs. His impact and commitment to small 
businesses will not be soon forgotten. My 
thoughts are with his family and all who were 
fortunate enough to know him. May he rest in 
peace. 

f 

CELEBRATING KOREAN AMERICAN 
DAY 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Korean American Day, celebrated 
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annually on January 13th in recognition of the 
first group of Korean immigrants who arrived 
in the United States on that date in 1903. 

In 2003, President George W. Bush became 
the first to proclaim January 13th as Korean 
American Day, which went on to be officially 
recognized by the United States Congress in 
2005. North Texas is blessed to be home to 
a large and vibrant Korean American popu-
lation. On this day, we also celebrate the his-
tory, achievements, and contributions of our 
Korean American community. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR REVEREND 
TASSIE D. YORK 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize Tassie York as she was sworn in 
on January 1, 2024 as the first African-Amer-
ican female mayor of Neptune Township, New 
Jersey. 

A lifelong resident of Neptune, Mayor York 
has served on the township committee since 
2020, most recently as Deputy Mayor. She 
has dedicated herself to the residents of Nep-
tune, focusing on health care, housing, wom-
en’s rights, employment, and equality; issues 
she intends to make a priority under her ad-
ministration. 

Throughout her life, Mayor York has exem-
plified a commitment to serving the commu-
nity. She began her career at Head Start, and 
currently works as a Family Service Specialist 
for the State of New Jersey. In addition, she 
established and co-owns a local estate sale 
business, volunteers at the Jersey Shore Res-
cue Mission in neighboring Asbury Park, and 
tutors young students. Having received her 
Theology and Divinity degree, Mayor York 
also serves as an Associate Minister of United 
Fellowship Baptist Church. Her broad back-
ground and personal experiences bring a 
unique perspective to her leadership and sup-
port her efforts to bridge and advance the di-
verse population of Neptune. 

Mayor York has distinguished herself as an 
exemplary public servant, and I am confident 
she will lead the Neptune Township committee 
effectively. She has established herself as an 
advocate for the community of Neptune and 
beyond, and her service is truly deserving of 
this body’s recognition. 

f 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT OF 
LUKE PAUN 

HON. JUAN CISCOMANI 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge the outstanding achievement 
of Luke Paun, an exemplary young man from 
Boy Scout Troop 747 who recently achieved 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Becoming an Eagle Scout is no small feat; 
it requires undergoing a rigorous and com-
prehensive process that often takes up to a 
year. Luke’s journey towards this rank has not 
only demonstrated his personal growth but 

also showcased strong characteristics of resil-
ience, perseverance, and determination. 

Luke’s Eagle Scout project was aimed at 
further recognizing the sacrifices made by re-
cipients of the Purple Heart. Luke did so by 
making improvements and additions to Tuc-
son’s Purple Heart Park. He installed 11 trail 
marker signs along the path, each containing 
a quote or information relating to the Armed 
Forces. The signs also serve as a visible 
marker for distance traveled throughout the 
park. In addition to placing the trail markers, 
Luke added in many plants and helped land-
scape the yard. He then went on to add new 
gravel to the entrance of the park. 

Luke’s dedication and hard work are com-
mendable, and his commitment to Troop 747 
and the community does not go unnoticed. We 
take pride in having this outstanding young in-
dividual in our district and encourage him to 
continue their exceptional work. 

f 

STEELTON-HIGHSPIRE HIGH 
SCHOOL VARSITY FOOTBALL 
PROGRAM 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to rec-
ognize the Steelton-Highspire High School 
Varsity Football Program on their 2023 State 
Championship. The Single A title win is Steel 
High’s second consecutive state title, and their 
third in just four years. 

The game took place at Cumberland Valley 
High School, where the Rollers faced off 
against Fort Cherry. Both teams were 
undefeated coming in, but Steel-High tri-
umphed with a decisive 42–8 victory. Steel- 
High came out hot in the first half, racking up 
a 34-point lead and played vigorously through-
out the entire game. 

This truly special Steel-High 2023 team 
broke their single season scoring record with 
an impressive 722 points in just 16 games. 
They lived up to their name—the ‘‘Steam-
rollers’’ (or ‘‘Rollers’’)—as their closest game 
of the season was early with a 29–22 win; a 
testament to years of hard work and dedica-
tion. The State title win established the Rollers 
as the No. 17 winningest high school football 
program in the Country—and further solidifies 
them in Pennsylvania sports history as one of 
only two teams since 2016 to win consecutive 
state titles. 

Steel-High came home to a well-earned pa-
rade and cheering fans from a loyal and sup-
portive community. The conclusion of the 2023 
season marks the end of a special era for 
Roller football—with defensive leader Andrew 
Erby, Jr. headed to Ohio University, and 
record-setting quarterback Alex Erby com-
mitted to the United States Naval Academy. 
Coach Andrew Erby credits the team’s drive, 
courage, focus, dedication, and ability to over-
come adversity as the determining factors in 
their strong performance and season. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m honored to recognize the 
Steelton-Highspire High School Varsity Foot-
ball Program on their 2023 State Champion-
ship win. I wish them Godspeed in both their 
individual and team adventures. 

CELEBRATING DELRAY ORTHODOX 
SYNAGOGUE’S ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate Delray Orthodox 
Synagogue’s 20th anniversary at their location 
in Delray Beach, Florida. 

Delray Orthodox Synagogue is a small, vi-
brant Modern Orthodox Synagogue serving 
the spiritual and social needs of their mem-
bers and guests. Currently led by Rabbi Zevi 
Saunders, the synagogue was created in 2003 
and has grown the community over the past 
20 years. In addition to services, the syna-
gogue provides educational opportunities, sis-
terhood events, informational speakers, and 
more to give back to the community. 

I congratulate the synagogue on their anni-
versary and wish them many more years of 
success. 

Mazel tov. 
f 

ZACHARY PAVOL 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Zachary Pavol for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Zachary has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Zachary, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Zachary’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Drake Middle School and 
is clearly just the beginning of a bright and 
promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Zachary Pavol 
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF L.M. 
‘‘BUDDY’’ PREUSS III 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, On Friday, Jan-
uary 5, 2024, my district lost a pillar of our 
community. While we mourn the loss of L.M. 
‘‘Buddy’’ Preuss III, we know his legacy will 
live on for years to come in Giddings, Texas, 
and beyond. 

Born and raised in Giddings, Buddy was 
hired as the editor for the Giddings News at 
just 19 years old. He went on to own and op-
erate the Giddings Times and News, providing 
a reliable news service to the citizens of his 
county for more than five decades. 

Buddy’s life is a true inspiration. A member 
of the Giddings chamber of commerce, he 
constantly sought ways to contribute to his 
community’s welfare. Buddy was also a re-
markable husband to the love of his life, Louis, 
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