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Providing quality customer service is an in-

herent part of the responsibilities of any con-
gressional and intergovernmental affairs spe-
cialist. Mr. Arnade’s superior work ethic and 
professional drive to deliver high-quality, on- 
time service to Congress and others was ex-
emplary among his peers. Mr. Arnade is well 
known among his colleagues for his avail-
ability, responsiveness and dedication, rou-
tinely working beyond traditional work hours to 
respond to Congressional inquiries. These ef-
forts contributed to the development of high- 
quality legislative solutions and reinforced 
FHWA’s reputation for providing exceptional 
technical assistance to Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Arnade exemplifies the highest stand-
ards of public service and embodies FHWA’s 
spirit of professionalism and customer service. 
Over the years, the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, other congressional 
committees, Members of Congress, and their 
staff have relied on Mr. Arnade’s legislative 
and highway policy expertise, quick and help-
ful responses, and cheerful demeanor. Mr. 
Arnade’s colleagues at USDOT and FHWA 
depended on his tireless efforts and his never- 
wilted spirit. Mr. Arnade will be missed at 
FHWA. However, his legacy will live on in the 
customers he served, the staff he mentored 
and trained, and the colleagues he influenced. 

On behalf of the Committee, my colleagues, 
and our staff, I thank Mr. Arnade for his stead-
fast public service and his support for Con-
gress and extend our well wishes to Mr. 
Arnade on his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MINNESOTA SOY-
BEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT BOB WORTH 

HON. ANGIE CRAIG 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate outgoing Minnesota Soybean 
Growers Association (MSGA) President Bob 
Worth. 

Bob has served more than two decades 
with the Minnesota Soybean Growers Associa-
tion in various roles: beginning as a volunteer, 
treasurer, secretary and lastly as president. 
MSGA is our nation’s longest-running state 
soybean association, and Bob is the only Min-
nesota farmer to have served multiple, two- 
year terms as president. Bob also has worked 
on his father’s corn and soybean farm in 
southwest Minnesota for more than 50 years 
with his wife Gail, their son Jon and Jon’s 
family. 

I’m thankful for our strong working relation-
ship during his time with MSGA. During his 
tenure, Bob has become a national spokes-
person for rural mental health awareness; in 
this role, he’s bravely shared his story and en-
couraged his fellow rural residents to rally 
around each other. Bob is also a strong advo-
cate and leader in expanding and protecting 
renewable biofuels. Thanks to the hard work 
from leaders like Bob, Minnesota became the 
first state to require biodiesel in our diesel fuel 
blends when Bob first served as MSGA presi-
dent. 

In Congress, I am proud to be a co-chair of 
the bipartisan House Biofuels Caucus and a 
strong advocate for renewable biofuels. In par-

ticular, I have urged the FDA to consider how 
biofuels can address climate change and im-
prove emissions factors. Homegrown biofuels 
are tools we have at our fingertips right now 
to help address climate change, thanks to 
leaders like Bob. 

I’m grateful for our partnership, and I wish 
Bob and his family the best in his next chap-
ter. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE SWEARING- 
IN OF JILL DUTTON 

HON. LANCE GOODEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the swearing-in of Jill 
Dutton as State Representative for Texas’ 2nd 
House District. Mrs. Dutton is a strong con-
servative, entrepreneur, and devoted to the 
people of Van Zandt County. I am confident 
she will be a determined and effective rep-
resentative for her constituents. 

Mrs. Dutton embodies Texas’ highest val-
ues. She is a former school board member 
with Van ISD where she fought for parents 
and students. When a tornado struck her 
town, she worked to rebuild the schools and 
develop a new Career & Technology Center 
that now prepares students for careers after 
graduation. She has dedicated herself to serv-
ing the people of Van Zandt County and I look 
forward to what she will accomplish for the 
people of Texas. 

I am proud to represent Van Zandt County 
and am confident that she will diligently serve 
them in the Texas Legislature. I wish her and 
her family the very best as she begins her 
term. 
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HONORING DR. SANDRA ORTEGA 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the selfless service and incred-
ible accomplishments of Dr. Sandra Ortega, a 
United States Air Force Veteran and retired 
Chief Master Sergeant. She was the first Afri-
can-American woman to join the Air Force in 
1958. 

Under the direct commission of President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Dr. Ortega dedicated 
her military career and life after serving to im-
proving the lives of countless military families 
and communities. It was in the Air Force 
where she challenged and broke down racial 
and gender stereotypes and barriers. During 
her service, Dr. Ortega worked as the Chief of 
Social Actions where she implemented pro-
grams to help servicemembers and their fami-
lies remain as constructive members of their 
military community and educate them on drug 
and alcohol addiction prevention. Her service 
has had ripple effects across New Jersey and 
the Nation. 

Not only did Dr. Ortega dedicate her life to 
serving our country, she has worked to im-
prove the lives of communities around the 
world. She worked to improve education and 

health infrastructures across Africa, rebuild 
and stabilize communities in the former Soviet 
Union after its dissolution, and other emer-
gency management and relief efforts in dis-
aster-stricken communities. 

Dr. Ortega earned a Masters in Counseling 
Psychology from Ball State University, an 
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Morgan 
State University, and a Ph.D. in Sociology 
from La Salle University. Today, she spreads 
her love for, and the importance of, education 
through her role as an Adjunct Professor at 
the University of Medicine and Dentistry of 
New Jersey. 

The scope of Dr. Ortega’s work has touched 
so many lives, including some in my home of 
Burlington County. A resident of Marlton, she 
has been elected three times as the Demo-
cratic Committeewoman representing 
Evesham Township, New Jersey in the Bur-
lington County Democratic Committee. 

Dr. Ortega not only excelled at serving her 
country and community, but she is a loving 
wife, mother, and grandmother. She was mar-
ried to her late husband, Julio Ortega, for over 
60 years and has four daughters and nine 
grandchildren. 

While many community members locally 
know Dr. Sandra Ortega and her positive im-
pact in our community, today I’m proud to 
honor her tenure as a public servant and vet-
eran of the United States Air Force. We are 
lucky to have her inspiration in our community. 

f 

BOYLE COUNTY FOOTBALL—STATE 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 
pleasure today to rise and recognize the Boyle 
County Rebels, a football powerhouse, in the 
1st Congressional District of Kentucky upon 
their recent winning of the state championship. 

I am honored to recognize the Boyle County 
Rebels on their fourth consecutive state cham-
pionship. The hours of hard work that this 
team puts in both on and off the field does not 
go unnoticed as they ended their undefeated 
season as champions. 

I want to congratulate all the players, staff, 
faculty, and the entire community of Boyle 
County on this great achievement. This foot-
ball program has had historic success, and I 
have no doubt they will continue their winning 
traditions in the future. 

I join with the community of Boyle County in 
celebrating the Rebels football team in their 
fourth consecutive 4A state championship. 

f 

HONORING MSU MEN’S BASKET-
BALL COACH TOM IZZO FOR HIS 
700 WINS 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I pay trib-
ute to a legendary member of the Michigan 
State University community: head coach of the 
men’s basketball team, Tom Izzo. Now in his 
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29th year as head coach and his 41st overall 
year with the team, Coach Izzo recently added 
another accomplishment to his already impres-
sive resume with his 700th career win, all of 
them with the Spartans. It was quite a present 
for Izzo to reach this milestone on his 69th 
birthday, however his dedication to the Spar-
tans, to the MSU community, and to his home 
state of Michigan is the gift he continues to 
offer to us all. 

Growing up in Iron Mountain in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, young Tom Izzo dominated 
his high school football, track, and basketball 
teams. He didn’t know it at the time, but his 
decision to focus on basketball at Northern 
Michigan University not only changed his life, 
but changed the course of the history of the 
sport. A tireless worker from the very begin-
ning, it’s no surprise that Tom Izzo went on to 
be named an All-American and established 
the Wildcat record for most minutes played in 
a season. 

Northern Michigan University is also where 
Izzo began his collegiate coaching journey, 
serving as an assistant until a position opened 
up at Michigan State University. There, he 
worked under legendary coach Jud 
Heathcoate until his retirement, and in 1994 
was officially named head coach of the Spar-
tans. 

His incredible statistics could fill volumes: 
Izzo led his team to the 2000 NCAA National 
Championship, 10 regular-season Big Ten 
Championships, six Big Ten Tournament titles, 
eight Final Four appearances, eight National 
Coach of the Year awards and a Big Ten- 
record 25 straight NCAA Tournament appear-
ances. When the Spartans were selected for 
the 2023 NCAA Tournament, Izzo became the 
first men’s basketball head coach in history to 
lead his team to 25 consecutive appearances. 
He is MSU’s all-time winningest coach, with 
his accomplishments enshrined in both the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
and the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame. And 
now, he joins an elite group of fewer than 40 
Division 1 coaches to achieve 700 career 
wins. 

So beloved by students is Tom Izzo that 
students must camp out to join the highly cov-
eted ‘‘Izzone’’ section of the Breslin Center, 
resulting in a sea of green and white tents and 
a 24-hour revival-style demonstration of sup-

port and love for the section’s namesake. And 
when tragedy struck campus one year ago 
and a gunman claimed the lives of three stu-
dents and injured several others, it was Izzo’s 
voice the community turned to in the hours 
and days after the shooting. At a campus-wide 
vigil, he encouraged each and every Spartan 
to confront fear and to stand together. ‘‘We 
need each other,’’ he told us. ‘‘For 40 years 
I’ve always believed that at Michigan State, 
we are at our own strongest when we are to-
gether.’’ 

That night, Tom Izzo described himself as 
‘‘just a basketball coach.’’ But he is so much 
more. A true leader and teacher, Coach Tom 
Izzo has brought so much more than hun-
dreds of basketball wins to Michigan State 
University; he has brought stability, unity, and 
healing. Tom Izzo personifies the characteris-
tics of the ancient Spartans, who were known 
for being prepared, methodical, jovial, loyal, 
and courageous. His heart beats to the tune of 
‘‘Victory for MSU’’ and his blood runs pure 
Green and White. With abiding gratitude, it is 
my honor to recognize his service here, in the 
United States House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE INCREDIBLE 
SERVICE OF RAYMOND TREMBLAY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an incredible milestone reached by 
Raymond Tremblay of Vernon, Connecticut, 
who turns 100 years old on February 14, 
2024. Raymond is the epitome of a patriotic, 
service-oriented American and continues to 
live a full life. 

Born on February 14, 1924, to Yvonne and 
Emile Tremblay in Berlin, New Hampshire, 
Raymond has been a devoted American, dedi-
cating his life and work to bettering our coun-
try. 

Raymond’s life trajectory changed with our 
Nation’s entry into the Second World War fol-
lowing the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 1943, he 
heeded the call of his Nation to serve the 
United States in World War II. Raymond was 

drafted into the Infantry and sent to train in 
North Carolina. There he spent time honing 
his skills, preparing to be deployed at a mo-
ment’s notice. The Army Air Force, during a 
visit to the base for recruitment of new airmen 
and engineers, recognized Raymond’s talent 
and commitment to the war effort and imme-
diately approved his transfer to that branch of 
the service. 

Now newly baptized as an airman, Ray-
mond traveled to Texas to train as a flight en-
gineer on a B–17 aircraft. His attention to de-
tail and devotion to his obligations led to a 
promotion to the rank of Sergeant. Although 
never sent to fight in the European or Pacific 
theaters, Raymond was always ready to go 
wherever he was needed, a symbol of his de-
votion to his country. 

After his service in the Air Force, Raymond 
used his newly acquired aviation knowledge to 
contribute to a leading company in the aero-
space industry. After the war concluded and 
he was discharged, Raymond returned home 
to Connecticut and found employment within 
the experimental and testing division at Pratt 
and Whitney where he could continue to sup-
port its mission with his skills and passion for 
working with aircraft. Pratt and Whitney Air-
craft was instrumental in developing jet en-
gines in the Cold War era that made a deci-
sive difference in protecting our allies and the 
U.S. homeland. Until his retirement in 1982, 
Raymond was a part of that effort which our 
Nation should never forget. 

During this time at Pratt and Whitney, Ray-
mond also married his hometown sweetheart 
and the love of his life, Lillian. Together they 
moved to Vernon, Connecticut in 1957. In 
Vernon, Raymond fulfilled his life-long dream 
of settling down and owning his own home, a 
place he and his wife raised their family in and 
lived for over 60 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
please join me in wishing Raymond a happy 
100th birthday and recognizing him as the out-
standing citizen he has distinguished himself 
as. I consider myself fortunate to represent 
constituents of such quality as Raymond. It is 
my honor to cement the incredible and con-
tinuing story of Raymond Tremblay. We wish 
Raymond a joyous birthday and many more 
years of happiness. 
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