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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING MY LEGISLATIVE
ASSISTANT, RUBY ZIMMERMAN,
FOR HER EXCELLENT WORK ON
BEHALF OF MINNESOTA’S THIRD
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

HON. DEAN PHILLIPS

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my Legislative Assistant, Ruby Zim-
merman, for her work on behalf of every con-
stituent in Minnesota’s Third Congressional
District.

Ruby is a Georgia native who moved to
Washington D.C. after graduating from Geor-
gia College and State University with a double
bachelor’s degree in political science and gov-
ernment and rhetoric. She started her career
on the Hill as a Staff Assistant in Congress-
man DAVID ScOTT’s office, working her way up
to being his Legislative Aide before joining my
team as my Legislative Assistant. Ruby was
essential in introducing my American Dream
Accounts Act, a legacy bill that would help
kickstart the lives and careers of the next gen-
eration.

Ruby is full of life and puts a smile on ev-
eryone’s faces with her energy, optimism, and
dog Tillie. Despite being the most recent
member of our team, she has made a large
and lasting impression on the work we've
been able to accomplish in the final months of
my term. Ruby has been a steady hand during
a time of major transition. On her first day,
Ruby was ready with her sleeves rolled up
and hit the ground running. She’s been the
epitome of a team player, and we’re grateful
for her tireless service in advocating for the
people of our district.

The people of Minnesota’s Third Congres-
sional District were lucky to have her dedica-
tion and leadership, and she will be dearly
missed. | wish her all the best in her future en-
deavors and thank her faithful service to this
Nation.

———————

RECOGNIZING BOB WEST FOR HIS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPORTS AND
SPORTSMANSHIP

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor and recognize Mr.
Robert “Bob” West, a distinguished veteran,
sports official, advocate, and community lead-
er whose life and career exemplify a commit-
ment to restoring the joy of sports through a
renewal of good sportsmanship. His tireless
efforts have impacted not only his hometown
of Spokane Valley, Washington, but also the
broader sports community across the Nation.

From the moment his eighth-grade teacher
handed him a whistle, Bob West discovered a
lifelong passion for officiating at sporting
events. For more than thirty-five years, he offi-
ciated at national championships in the United
States and abroad, earning respect for his fair-
ness, professionalism, and trademark enthu-
siasm on the field. His animated calls and un-
wavering integrity became a hallmark of his of-
ficiating style, cherished by athletes and fans
alike.

Tragically, Mr. West’s officiating career was
cut short in 1996 when he was assaulted by
an athlete while officiating a high school wres-
tling match, an incident that underscored the
growing issue of violence against sports offi-
cials. Despite enduring several surgeries and
a long recovery, Mr. West transformed his
pain into purpose. He became a relentless ad-
vocate for referee safety, launching legislative
efforts to increase penalties for assaults on
sports officials, which culminated in bipartisan
support for bills aimed at creating safer envi-
ronments for referees and athletes alike.

Mr. West also established the website UR-
SAFE.org, a vital resource dedicated to edu-
cating the public about the importance of
sportsmanship and advocating for the protec-
tion of sports officials. Through this platform,
he has championed respect for those who en-
sure fair play, reminding us all of the critical
role officials play in preserving the integrity of
sports.

Beyond his contributions to sports, Mr. West
is a proud veteran, having spent twenty years
in the military, during which he officiated
sports even while deployed overseas. Fol-
lowing his military service, he has continued to
dedicate himself to public service in the Spo-
kane area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Bob West for his extraordinary
dedication to restoring the joy of sports and
promoting good sportsmanship. His life’s work
reminds us of the power of respect and integ-
rity, both on the field and in our communltles.

———————

FAREWELL REMARKS BY HON.
JAMAAL BOWMAN

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the impactful Congressional service of
Congressman JAMAAL BOWMAN.

Congressman BOWMAN came to Congress
as a progressive activist—a father, a teacher,
a principal, and an organizer.

He came to Congress ready to serve, fight-
ing for a brighter future for his constituents in
New York’s 16th district.

With a career in education spanning two
decades, Rep. BOWMAN has been a tireless
advocate for the rights of teachers, students,

and families. He has organized and been an
integral part of crucial movements that bring
together communities from all different back-
grounds fighting for equity in our education
system.

While in Congress, he fought for hundreds
of millions in Community Project Funding for
his district, he stood with workers fighting for
labor rights, advocated for the health and well-
being of Black men and boys, and so much
more.

He was a friend to all in our caucus, bring-
ing a warm energy and a smile to every mem-
ber he came in touch with.

Congressman BOWMAN'’s dedication to serv-
ice, advocacy, community, and meaningful
change has made him a powerful force for jus-
tice and equity in Congress and | wish him
well in his next chapter.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| was unable to be present in the chamber on
Wednesday, December 11, 2024, due to a
family medical emergency. Unfortunately, the
final version of the FY2025 NDAA includes a
misguided provision preventing the depend-
ents of service members from receiving the
medical treatment they need and deserve.
Further, the bill callously stripped provisions
that would have given more service members
and their partners the ability to start a family
through IVF. However, as the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Military Construction and Veterans
Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee, | fight
every day to improve the quality of life of our
service members and their families and on
balance, this bill does that. Among many
meaningful investments, it includes a 14.5 per-
cent pay raise for junior enlisted and a 4.5
percent pay raise for all other service mem-
bers while eliminating contraceptive copay-
ments for TRICARE beneficiaries. | will con-
tinue to fight for all service members and their
families to receive the benefits and care they
deserve.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 499 and YEA on Roll
Call No. 500.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUSIE LEE

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 12, 2024

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, my vote
was not recorded on Wednesday, December

11. Had it been recorded, | would have voted
YES on Roll Call No. 499.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL JOSEPH D. HENDERSON

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | wish to recognize
and say a special thank you to a truly excep-
tional U.S. Army officer, Lieutenant Colonel
Joseph D. Henderson.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson has served
admirably as a Congressional Budget Liaison
for the Assistant Secretary of the Army, Finan-
cial Management and Comptroller, for the past
four years. Over that time, | have come to ap-
preciate Joe’s work as he served as a fellow
supporting my office and other Members of
our Appropriations Committee. He helped my
staff better understand the Department of De-
fense through his years of experience as an
Army officer, and led countless oversight and
factfinding visits for staff across the globe pro-
viding them invaluable firsthand knowledge,
doing so with a level of skill and profes-
sionalism that has left a lasting impression on
me and my staff.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson graduated
from the University of Texas at El Paso in
2004, earning a Bachelor of Arts in History.
He commissioned as a Transportation Officer,
completing Officer Candidate School at Fort
Benning, Georgia.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson'’s first assign-
ment was as a platoon leader with the Alpha
Company, 302d Brigade Support Battalion at
Camp Casey, South Korea. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Henderson attended U.S. Army Airborne
School enroute to his assignment as 99th
Movement Control Team Mobility Officer in
Italy. He deployed in this role to Iraq in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2007. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Henderson took command of
the 99th MCT from 2008 to 2010 deploying
again to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson served as
the Assistant Brigade S4 for the 16th Combat
Aviation Brigade at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington. He took command of
Echo Company, 2-158th Assault Helicopter
Battalion from 2011-2013.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson served as an
Assistant Professor of Military Science at Pa-
cific Lutheran University in Tacoma from
2013-2015. He was assigned to Fort Bragg
where he held positions at the 82nd Airborne
Division as the Division Transportation Officer
and Deputy G4, the Support Operations Offi-
cer for the 189th Combat Sustainment Sup-
port, and as the Brigade Operations Officer for
the 82nd Airborne Division Sustainment Bri-
gade.

As a Congressional Budget Liaison, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Henderson has been the Army’s
conduit to several Congressional offices and
committees. In the course of this service, he
has built a reputation of trust, respect, and
competency. His efforts have been widely re-
spected and have shown great credit to the
Army.

Lieutenant Colonel Henderson’s wife, Annie,
and children, Harper and Hudson, have sup-
ported him throughout his career. Their sac-
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rifice and love make everything he does pos-
sible.

Joe’s extraordinary career is a testament to
his hard work and unyielding desire to make
himself, his organizations, and his fellow Sol-
diers the best they can be. Our Nation has
been enriched by his leadership, thoughtful
judgement, and exemplary work.

On behalf of the U.S. House and a grateful
Nation, | join my colleagues today in recog-
nizing and commending Joe on his service to
our Nation. We wish Joe, Annie, Harper, and
Hudson all the best.

————

RECOGNIZING JIM SHENEP

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize an extraordinary Arkansan, my friend, Jim
Shenep.

It is unbelievable that three decades after
we started working together, it is time for him
to retire.

| want to say how thankful | am for our three
decades of friendship, and Martha and | treas-
ure our relationship with him and his family.

It has been such a privilege to watch his
continued success, starting when we were at
First Commercial, then Regions, then Delta
Trust, and now at Simmons.

He has always put his customers first, and
that was at the heart of what we tried to build
at Delta Trust, and | know it is at the heart of
Simmons Trust Company.

I wish him well in his retirement and | wish
I could be there with him in person to cele-
brate, but | wanted to thank him for his dedi-
cation to his customers and our friendship.

———

CONGRATULATING JANET WIL-
LIAMS ON HER RETIREMENT
FROM THE CITY OF SAVAGE,
MINNESOTA

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Janet Williams on her retirement
as Mayor of the City of Savage. Janet was
born and raised on a dairy farm in Savage,
Minnesota. She attended Burnsville High
School, where she graduated as the valedic-
torian. After completing her undergraduate de-
gree at the College of St. Teresa in Winona,
Minnesota, she came back home to Savage.
For 30 years, Janet served as Scott County’s
Library Director. In this role, she was respon-
sible for running all Scott County libraries
while supporting library expansion projects.

In 2004, Janet was elected as a Savage
Councilmember and just four vyears later,
Janet became the first woman Mayor of Sav-
age. She has held this office for over 17
years. As Mayor, Janet pushed for invest-
ments in mental health programs, including
those offered to first responders. She founded
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the Dan Patch Historical Society and cham-
pioned various local projects, including key re-
development projects and infrastructure im-
provements. Under her leadership, she also
promoted the importance of partnering on key
initiatives with nearby community leaders and
partners.

I’'m proud to have worked with Janet since
| first came to Congress in 2019. Her commit-
ment to the community of Savage is unparal-
leled and | have greatly appreciated her part-
nership and guidance, especially with concern
to local priorities.

| thank Janet for her years of service to our
community.

———

HONORING KAY GRANGER

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to recognize the incrredible legacy of my col-
league, and friend, Congresswoman KAY
GRANGER.

| have had the pleasure of working along-
side many dedicated public servants, but few
have shown the consistent leadership, integ-
rity, and commitment to their constituents that
KAY has demonstrated over her incredible ca-
reer in public office.

She has represented the Twelfth Congres-
sional District of Texas with unwavering dedi-
cation in her nearly three decades in Con-
gress.

From being the first woman elected to rep-
resent Texas’ Twelfth District, to her ftrail-
blazing work as the first woman to chair the
House Appropriations Committee, KAY has al-
ways set new standards of excellence in her
time in Washington.

I not only serve with her as a fellow member
of the Appropriations Committee, but | also
had the privilege of being elected in the same
class as KAY. During that time, | have wit-
nessed the skill and dedication KAY displays
first-hand. A staunch supporter of our Nation’s
military, a champion for infrastructure, and a
force behind national security efforts, her goal
has always been to advance the interests of
the American people.

KAY’s legacy will go far beyond the legisla-
tion. Her mentorship of countless members of
this body will outlast even her biggest legisla-
tive accomplishments. Through her deep un-
derstanding of the issues, and willingness to
work with both sides of the aisle, she will be
remembered for putting service to the Amer-
ican people before partisanship.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people in Ala-
bama’s Fourth Congressional District, | want
to thank Congresswoman GRANGER for her
service to this Nation, her invaluable contribu-
tions to Congress, and most importantly, her
friendship. She will leave a legacy that will be
felt for generations to come.
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