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On November 28, 2010, Pope Benedict XVI 

appointed Father Ryan as Apostolic Adminis-
trator of the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, fol-
lowing the resignation of Bishop Camacho and 
the unexpected passing of the then-Apostolic 
Administrator. In this role, Father Ryan pro-
vided spiritual leadership to over 43,000 
Catholics in the CNMI. On June 24, 2016, 
Pope Francis appointed him as the second 
Bishop of Chalan Kanoa. His episcopal ordina-
tion on August 14, 2016, was presided over by 
Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai, S.D.B., with 
Bishops Julito Cortes and Tomas Camacho as 
co-consecrators. 

Bishop Ryan’s leadership was marked by 
the development of a 5-year pastoral plan, fo-
cusing on Evangelization and Faith Formation, 
Marriage and Family Life, Youth, Vocation, Lit-
urgy, and Social Justice and Outreach. This 
plan emerged from extensive listening ses-
sions and sought to guide the Diocese toward 
a shared mission of discipleship. His efforts 
emphasized unity, pastoral programs, youth 
ministry, and fostering dialogue within and be-
yond the Church community. 

An advocate for education, Bishop Ryan 
championed Catholic education and faith for-
mation programs, supporting initiatives like the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) and 
the Commission on the Youth. He led a dele-
gation of 40 from the Diocese to the World 
Youth Day celebrations in Lisbon, Portugal, in 
2023, demonstrating his dedication to nur-
turing the faith of the young. 

In 2024, Bishop Ryan was elected President 
of the Episcopal Conference of the Pacific 
(CEPAC) and Vice President of the Federation 
of Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Oceania 
(FCBCO). On July 6, 2024, Pope Francis ap-
pointed him as the Fourth Archbishop of 
Agaña in Guam. 

Archbishop Ryan Jimenez has left an endur-
ing legacy in the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, 
characterized by humility, faith, and commit-
ment to pastoral care. His leadership has 
shaped a vibrant, resilient, and united commu-
nity inspired by the call to ‘‘see Jesus.’’ His 
contributions continue to guide the faithful as 
they carry forward his mission. Volumus Iesum 
Videre. We would like to see Jesus. 

f 

NEW JERSEY SAT FEST, BEST 
WISHES FOR TOURNAMENT 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I want to ex-
press my heartfelt gratitude to AJ and Dorian 
Elmore and all the dedicated anglers of New 
Jersey SAT FEST for their unwavering sup-
port. This year, 13,000 of them will compete 
for the largest cash prize in New Jersey’s his-
tory, and I wish each of them the very best of 
luck. The remarkable efforts of the event orga-
nizers have brought this incredible competition 
back for a third straight year, and this year, 
each one of them stands a chance to win the 
prize. When this event began three years ago, 
it not only gained national attention, but also 
inspired countless individuals when one win-
ner, Miguel Rios, used his cash prize to send 
his daughter to college. This outstanding event 
has made a huge impact, generating 38 mil-
lion video impressions across the country and 

igniting a spirit of ambition and pursuit of 
dreams in Americans everywhere. As they 
prepare for the competition, I wish each of 
them good luck. Be safe, and take pride in 
being part of one of the premier fishing events 
on the East Coast. God bless New Jersey 
SAT FEST, and God bless our United States 
of America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CHEYENNE 
WELLS FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. GREG LOPEZ 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. LOPEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cheyenne Wells Football 
team for winning the A6 State Championship 
with an undefeated record. 

Their overwhelming victory over Stratton, 
who won the past two A6 state champion-
ships, is a testament to the teamwork and de-
termination of each and every member of the 
team. I say thank you to all the players for set-
ting an example that will serve as an inspira-
tion for future generations of high school ath-
letes. They should all be extremely proud of 
what they have accomplished and know that 
this is just a precursor for the many great 
achievements that each of them will have in 
their lifetimes. 

I am honored to celebrate with the team and 
wish them all the best in their future seasons 
and beyond. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JULIAN A. PURDY 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the service of Julian A. Purdy, the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Policy of Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training Service (VETS) in the 
U.S. Department of Labor. The Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary previously served on our Com-
mittee’s staff, and has proven his dedication to 
America’s veterans, servicemembers, and 
their families over his impressive career thus 
far. 

Mr. Purdy’s career began with his time as a 
Counterintelligence Agent and Human Intel-
ligence Collector in the U.S. Army Reserves 
from 2004–2012. During this time, Mr. Purdy 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. He balanced his obligations in the Re-
serves with service-oriented civilian careers, 
including working as an instructor for future 
military intelligence Soldiers. 

Following his military service, Mr. Purdy 
began a career within the Federal Govern-
ment, first with the House of Representatives. 
As a Legislative Assistant for Rep. Adam 
Smith (WA–9), he managed a diverse portfolio 
of policy issues, including veteran affairs, gun 
reform and criminal justice. While serving as a 
Professional Staff Member on the House VA 
Committee’s Economic Opportunity Sub-
committee, Mr. Purdy was responsible for pol-
icy related to veteran transition, education, 
employment and housing. 

Since arriving at the DOL, Mr. Purdy has led 
numerous critical projects, including over-

seeing President Biden’s White House Initia-
tive on Advancing Educational Equity, Excel-
lence, and Economic Opportunity through His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities. Fur-
ther, he spearheaded the DOL signing MOUs 
with HBCUs to ensure veterans attending 
HBCUs leverage the programs available 
through American Job Centers. 

Additionally, Mr. Purdy led the Office of 
Strategic Outreach in aligning with the White 
House’s Defense Industrial Base strategy by 
addressing critical labor shortages. This effort 
included supporting the Department of the 
Navy to strengthen national security through 
workforce solutions for building submarines 
and warships. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to Mr. Purdy for his outstanding profes-
sional achievements and his dedicated service 
to our Nation and its Veterans. 

f 

HONORING RABBI IRVING ‘‘YITZ’’ 
GREENBERG 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
Rabbi Irving ‘‘Yitz’’ Greenberg, a visionary 
scholar, teacher, author, and lecturer whose 
career spanning more than 65 years has pro-
foundly influenced Jewish thought and practice 
while relating deeply to universal human val-
ues. His pioneering work, grounded in the 
core value of choosing life and improving soci-
ety through goodness in every action, carries 
insights that resonate far beyond any single 
religion or tradition. 

Rabbi Greenberg envisions a future shaped 
by a profound reverence for life in all its forms, 
inspiring us to build a more unified, compas-
sionate, and humane world. Central to this vi-
sion is the traditional Jewish belief in Tzelem 
Elokim—the conviction that all humans are 
created in the image of God, underscoring the 
inherent dignity and worth of every person. 

Rabbi Greenberg’s contributions extend far 
beyond ideas and scholarship to the institu-
tions he has created and shaped, institutions 
that continue to embody his vision, often chal-
lenging traditional norms to inspire growth and 
progress. As leader of the Soviet Jewry move-
ment, rabbi of a Modern Orthodox synagogue 
in Riverdale, and co-founder of SAR academy, 
a day school in my district of the Bronx, Rabbi 
Greenberg has served the Jewish community 
in numerous capacities. He has been a pro-
fessor and chair of the Jewish Studies Depart-
ment at City College of New York, president of 
CLAL and the Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt 
Foundation, and executive director of the 
President’s Commission on the Holocaust. His 
leadership extended to chairing the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum. In fact, Rabbi 
Greenberg was among the first to teach col-
lege-level courses on the Holocaust in the 
mid-1960s. 

As a Modern Orthodox philosopher, Rabbi 
Greenberg has addressed the profound chal-
lenges posed by the Holocaust, framing it as 
a transformative moment that altered the rela-
tionship between man and God, and shattered 
the Jewish world, one that had to rebuild itself 
and create a new, life-affirming reality. His 
narrative of Jewish life in a post-Holocaust 
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world emphasizes resilience, responsibility, 
and the power of moral action. He described 
this period as the ‘‘Third Great Era’’ in Jewish 
history—an era marked by Jewish self-deter-
mination. This era would be defined by Jews 
taking full responsibility for their own destiny, 
from the establishment of the State of Israel to 
the creation of new Diaspora institutions that 
would celebrate and sustain the full spectrum 
of Jewish religiuos and ethnic identity. Now, at 
91, Rabbi Greenberg explores this core prin-
ciple of Tzelem Elokim in ‘‘The Triumph of 
Life: A Narrative Theology of Judaism’’, a pro-
found magnum opus that encapsulates the 
breadth of his teachings. Greenberg’s vision 
emphasizes justice, compassion, and dignity, 
with the sanctity of life and the divine image 
inherent in every human being at its heart. 

Throughout his career, Rabbi Greenberg 
has remained steadfast in his commitment to 
these values, in partnership with his wife, Blu, 
a trailblazing writer and founder of the Ortho-
dox feminist movement. Together, Rabbi Yitz 
and Blu Greenberg’s progressive values have 
been central to the educational philosophy of 
SAR Academy, the school they founded in 
Riverdale, NY. Inspired by the Open Edu-
cation movement, they envisioned a school 
with no walls, one that would foster creativity, 
independence, and collaboration through open 
spaces and a student-centered approach—a 
vision in this deep belief in the divine potential 
inherent in every individual. Today, more than 
fifty-six years later, SAR continues to embody 
Rabbi Greenberg’s vision, recognizing the di-
vine spark in each and every individual child. 
The school challenges students to live Torah 
values while fostering creativity, empathy, and 
a commitment to building a better world. 

Rabbi Greenberg has remained steadfast in 
his mission to advance Judaism as dynamic, 
inclusive, and responsive to the challenges of 
the modern world. He has consistently advo-
cated for the inclusion of women and LGBTQ 
individuals in religious life, while also cham-
pioning interfaith dialogue as essential to fos-
tering compassion and understanding across 
communities. 

In these dark and challenging times, Rabbi 
Greenberg’s message serves as a beacon of 
hope. His teachings remind us of the trans-
formative power of goodness and respect for 
every individual in shaping a brighter future for 
all. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE INVES-
TITURE OF DR. HARRISON KEL-
LER 

HON. PAT FALLON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the investiture of Dr. Harrison 
Keller, Ph.D., as the 17th president of the Uni-
versity of North Texas. 

Dr. Keller received his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Notre Dame and earned 
a master’s degree and Ph.D. in philosophy 
from Georgetown University. He began his ca-
reer as a legislative aide in the Texas House 
of Representatives and Senate before becom-
ing Director of Research and Senior Education 
Advisor. Dr. Keller also taught courses at the 
University of Texas at Austin, Georgetown, 

and St. Edward’s University. He later served 
as the Deputy to the President for Strategy 
and Policy at UT Austin as well as Vice Pro-
vost for Higher Education Policy and Research 
and Executive Director of the Center for 
Teaching and Learning. In this role, Dr. Keller 
developed several educational initiatives, in-
cluding OnRamps, to provide high school stu-
dents with the opportunity to earn college 
credit to UT Austin at low cost. 

Prior to arriving at UNT, Dr. Keller served as 
Commissioner of Higher Education and chief 
executive officer of the Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board. Under his out-
standing leadership, the Board advocated for 
policies and programs to help low-income and 
first-generation college students be successful. 
Moreover, Dr. Keller worked with state legisla-
tors to improve access to financial aid and 
workforce education. His tenure as commis-
sioner allowed Texas to lead nationwide in 
higher education and university research. I am 
pleased to recognize Dr. Keller today for his 
dedication to student success and commit-
ment to strengthening UNT’s status as a Tier 
One Research University. 

I have requested the United States flag to 
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol in recogni-
tion of this historic occasion. Congratulations 
to Dr. Keller, and I wish him the very best. 

f 

HONORING MINNESOTA HOUSE 
REPRESENTATIVE JOHN PETERS-
BURG 

HON. BRAD FINSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service of Minnesota House Rep-
resentative John Petersburg. First elected in 
2012 to represent District 24A, Representative 
Petersburg has served the people of Min-
nesota honorably in the State House for the 
past twelve years. 

John grew up on a farm and has exempli-
fied a profound willingness to serve throughout 
his career. Many know him to be a dedicated 
father and husband, as well as a respected 
leader in his community. 

The priorities of the people of Waseca and 
Steele counties have always been at the fore-
front of Representative Petersburg’s service in 
the Legislature, particularly through his contin-
ued leadership in the many House committees 
on which he has served throughout the years. 

Representative Petersburg has done an ex-
emplary job of leading on issues—most nota-
bly, his instrumental work on the completion of 
the historic U.S. Highway 14 corridor between 
New Ulm and Rochester. 

All of us across southern Minnesota have 
been wellserved by Representative Peters-
burg’s time in office, and I wish him the warm-
est congratulations on his retirement. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF OMER NEUTRA 

HON. ANDREW R. GARBARINO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share my sadness at the devastating news 

that Long Island native Omer Neutra, 21, was 
among the 47 Americans slaughtered by 
Hamas during the brutal October 7th mas-
sacre. Growing up on Long Island, Omer was 
a cherished and active member of his commu-
nity at the Schechter School of Long Island, 
Midway Jewish Center, and as a participant in 
Jewish youth summer programs. Those who 
knew Omer will miss his magnetic, fun-loving 
personality and joyful spirit. My heart is with 
Omer’s parents, Ronen and Orna, and his 
brother, Daniel, who have fought tirelessly to 
bring Omer home. May Omer’s memory be a 
blessing. 

f 

HONORING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
REO MOTOR CAR COMPANY 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
the 120th anniversary of the founding of the 
REO Motor Car Company, a pioneer in Amer-
ican automotive history founded by Ransom E. 
Olds. Established in 1904 in Lansing, Michi-
gan, REO played a foundational role in shap-
ing both the automotive industry and the city 
of Lansing. Throughout its years in operation, 
REO Motor Car Company stood as a symbol 
of innovation, producing vehicles that helped 
define an era in American transportation. 

REO Motor Car Company had a profound 
effect on Lansing. By the 1920s, REO em-
ployed 10 percent of the city’s population, un-
derscoring the company’s importance not only 
as a major employer but as a pillar of the 
community. The REO Clubhouse, built in 
1917, served as a social center for employees 
and their families, hosting weddings, patriotic 
events during World War I and II, and even 
Lansing’s first radio station. Through its com-
mitment to its workforce and the community, 
REO helped shape Lansing’s identity as a 
manufacturing hub. 

Among REO Motor Car Company’s most 
celebrated vehicles were the REO Speed 
Wagon, the Flying Cloud, and the Royale. In-
troduced in 1915, the REO Speed Wagon set 
a new standard for trucks with its speed and 
durability, paving the way for the modern pick-
up truck. The Flying Cloud, launched in 1927, 
was known for its advanced hydraulic brakes, 
which set a new benchmark in automotive 
safety. The 1931 REO Royale featured a 
streamlined design that made it a true trend-
setter in American car design. 

Although REO ceased car production in 
1936 to focus exclusively on truck manufac-
turing, the company remained a force in the 
industry. During World War II, REO Motor Car 
Company contributed to the war effort, sup-
plying trucks to U.S. allies in a time of great 
need. REO continued to produce trucks until 
1975, ending more than 70 years of innovation 
and service in the automotive industry. 

Today, the legacy of REO Motor Car Com-
pany is preserved by the R.E. Olds Transpor-
tation Museum in Lansing. The museum 
stands as a tribute to both the company and 
its visionary founder, Ransom E. Olds, dis-
playing a collection of rare and historic vehi-
cles that allow visitors to appreciate the crafts-
manship and ingenuity that defined REO. 
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