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I’'m proud to have Jon and his wife Jane as
my constituents in Mt. Lebanon, and | thank
him for his decades of service to my commu-
nity, to my region, and to our great country.

| wish Jon good luck and the very best in
this next chapter.

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF MARIE CHESTER

HON. PAT FALLON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th birthday of Mrs. Evelyn
Marie Chester of Sulphur Springs, Texas.

Mrs. Chester was born on November 12,
1924, in Paducah, Texas, to John and
Thaddie Campbell Cranford. At a young age,
her family relocated to Hopkins County, where
she attended Liberty School and was a mem-
ber of the Liberty Baptist Church. On April 22,
1939, Mrs. Chester married the love of her
life, Thomas Mervin Chester. Over the next 65
years, they raised four amazing children and
had many more grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Mrs. Chester began her career working at
the H.D. Lee Factory’s Lettering Department.
As a result of her dedication and hard work,
she quickly rose up the ranks to become the
Inspector Supervisor. During this time, she
was most proud of making clothing for famous
Hollywood actors and for the Texas State Fair.
Mrs. Chester was also a dairy farmer who har-
vested corn and cotton. For over five decades,
she regularly volunteered to spend time with
and help residents of the Sulphur Springs
Health and Rehabilitation center. In her free
time, she enjoys cooking, crocheting, quilting,
and completing yard work. Mrs. Chester hum-
bly credits her longevity to living a Christian
life, uplifting others, and eating good food.

| have requested the United States flag to
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol in recogni-
tion of Mrs. Chester’s incredible life and jour-
ney. May god bless Mrs. Chester on 100
years of life and joy.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
LOELLA HASKEW

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Loella Haskew as she retires
from the Walnut Creek City Council.

Loella was born in Staten Island, New York
and moved to California shortly before her
senior year of high school. She earned her
Bachelor of Science in accounting from Gold-
en Gate University, graduating summa cum
lade, and later went on to earn her Master's
in taxation. She then joined Golden Gate Uni-
versity as an adjunct instructor. Additionally,
Loella served on the Statewide Committee of
Taxation for the California Society of CPAS
and was critical in drafting questions used for
the CPA exam.

Loella is a devoted public servant and has
shown her steadfast dedication to improving
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the lives of CA-10 residents. She has served
on City Council since 2012 and served as
Mayor in 2016, 2020, and most recently in
2024. Throughout her career, Loella has been
highly engaged with the community, serving
on the Kennedy-King Memorial College Schol-
arship Fund, the Diablo Regional Arts Asso-
ciation’s board, the Walnut Creek Library
Foundation board, Cancer Support Community
board, and more. Loella has worked tirelessly
to empower our community’s youth. She vol-
unteered as a soccer referee with the Pleas-
ant Hil/Martinez Soccer Association, where
she twice earned the title of “Referee of the
Year.” Loella has continually demonstrated
her commitment to improving quality of life for
Walnut Creek residents and making our com-
munity a better place for all.

Please join me in congratulating Loella
Haskew on her well-deserved retirement after
over a decade of outstanding public service.

————

HONORING ROBERT AND
CHRISTINA PASTERZ

HON. DEBBIE LESKO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize Christina M. Pasterz and her late
husband, Dr. Robert B. Pasterz, for their dedi-
cation to our community.

| am blessed to call Chris my friend. | have
known her and Bob for years and have seen
for myself how they have helped the commu-
nity through their work as healthcare pro-
viders, their dedication and stewardship in the
Catholic community and prayer groups, their
volunteer work to help Grand Canyon Univer-
sity students, and their active participation in
Arizona school, local, state, and national polit-
ical issues and campaigns.

Bob was a native of Winnipeg Manitoba,
Canada. He was a Sea Cadet and was a Stu-
dent Ambassador who met and had lunch with
Queen Elizabeth when she visited Canada. He
played hockey in Canada and was drafted for
an NHL team, but opted for medical school in-
stead. Bob immigrated to the United States to
complete his medical studies, where he met
Christina, who worked at Kino Emergency
Room in Tucson, Arizona. Bob completed his
training at MD Anderson Hospital in Houston,
TX. He opened an Oncology practice in Sun
City West, Arizona where he helped cancer
patients until his retirement in 2011. Despite
retirement, Bob was working up to the day be-
fore he passed away on November 18, 2021,
from a massive heart attack. He was helping
friends and family around the country survive
the COVID-19 pandemic. He would always
give his family and friends another set of eyes
and ears when needed, to navigate a health
care challenge or help any friends who could
not afford a doctor visit or wanted to avoid the
Emergency Room. One of Bob’s greatest ac-
complishments was assisting his best friend,
Father Bradley (Joseph Francis) LePage build
the Grand Canyon University Newman Center
from the ground up. Bob was happy to do
whatever was needed to be done to help, in-
cluding serving breakfast to students after
Sunday Mass or traveling as a chaperone and
physician on a mission trip to the Philippines.

Chris served as a Licensed Practical Nurse
and to this day continues to give great

December 3, 2024

healthcare advice to others. Chris has been
very involved in our schools and community
and has opened up her house to prayer
groups, school strategizing sessions, and polit-
ical campaigns. She has been instrumental in
helping maintain the values that have made
our state and Nation great.

Christina and Bob were married in 1985 and
moved to Glendale, Arizona, where they
raised their two daughters, Ericka (married to
Matt Stoner) and Vanessa (married to Todd
Cunningham). Their grandchildren Ana, Gabe,
Maddox and Mila who have all participated in
a myriad of sports activities and their step-
grandchildren Lauren and Madeline, kept both
Bob and Chris busy and the kids and
grandkids keep Chris busy even today.

| want to thank Chris and Bob Pasterz for
their dedication to our community. Arizona is a
much better place because of them.

———

TRIBUTE TO HIS EXCELLENCY,
THE MOST REVEREND RYAN
PAGENTE JIMENEZ, D.D.

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize His Excellency, the Most Reverend
Ryan Pagente Jimenez, D.D., as the Second
Bishop of Chalan Kanoa, Northern Mariana Is-
lands

Volumus lesum Videre—“We would like to
see Jesus” (John 12:21).

In a world marked by challenges and uncer-
tainty, these words encapsulate a profound
spiritual longing: the desire to see and en-
counter Christ. With this guiding principle, the
Most Reverend Ryan Pagente Jimenez, as the
second Bishop of Chalan Kanoa, undertook
the mission to embody and share the pres-
ence, love, and light of Jesus with the people
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Born on December 18, 1971, in Dumaguete
City, Philippines, to Rogelio and Lilia Jimenez,
Ryan Pagente Jimenez grew up in Siquijor
with his three siblings. His vocational journey
began at Saint Joseph Seminary in Negros
Oriental, where he first discerned his call to
the priesthood. He later pursued a Bachelor’s
degree in Pre-Divinity at the Ateneo de Manila
University, graduating in 1992 from San Jose
Major Seminary. His post-graduate experience
included work as a Jesuit Volunteer and as a
high school teacher, roles that deepened his
commitment to service. In 1995, his path led
him to the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, where
he began a new chapter as a teacher at
Eskuelan San Francisco de Borja on Rota.

Answering the call to priesthood, Ryan was
accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of
Chalan Kanoa by the late Bishop Tomas
Aguon Camacho. He completed his theo-
logical studies at Saint Patrick's Seminary and
University in California, earning a Bachelor’s in
Sacred Theology and a Master’s degree in Di-
vinity and Theology in 2003. He was ordained
a priest on June 8, 2003, by Bishop Camacho
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral. Over
the years, Father Ryan served in numerous
capacities, including Parish Priest, Rector,
Chancellor, and Superintendent of Catholic
Schools, building a foundation for future lead-
ership.
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On November 28, 2010, Pope Benedict XVI
appointed Father Ryan as Apostolic Adminis-
trator of the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, fol-
lowing the resignation of Bishop Camacho and
the unexpected passing of the then-Apostolic
Administrator. In this role, Father Ryan pro-
vided spiritual leadership to over 43,000
Catholics in the CNMI. On June 24, 2016,
Pope Francis appointed him as the second
Bishop of Chalan Kanoa. His episcopal ordina-
tion on August 14, 2016, was presided over by
Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai, S.D.B., with
Bishops Julito Cortes and Tomas Camacho as
co-consecrators.

Bishop Ryan’s leadership was marked by
the development of a 5-year pastoral plan, fo-
cusing on Evangelization and Faith Formation,
Marriage and Family Life, Youth, Vocation, Lit-
urgy, and Social Justice and Outreach. This
plan emerged from extensive listening ses-
sions and sought to guide the Diocese toward
a shared mission of discipleship. His efforts
emphasized unity, pastoral programs, youth
ministry, and fostering dialogue within and be-
yond the Church community.

An advocate for education, Bishop Ryan
championed Catholic education and faith for-
mation programs, supporting initiatives like the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) and
the Commission on the Youth. He led a dele-
gation of 40 from the Diocese to the World
Youth Day celebrations in Lisbon, Portugal, in
2023, demonstrating his dedication to nur-
turing the faith of the young.

In 2024, Bishop Ryan was elected President
of the Episcopal Conference of the Pacific
(CEPAC) and Vice President of the Federation
of Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Oceania
(FCBCO). On July 6, 2024, Pope Francis ap-
pointed him as the Fourth Archbishop of
Agana in Guam.

Archbishop Ryan Jimenez has left an endur-
ing legacy in the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa,
characterized by humility, faith, and commit-
ment to pastoral care. His leadership has
shaped a vibrant, resilient, and united commu-
nity inspired by the call to “see Jesus.” His
contributions continue to guide the faithful as
they carry forward his mission. Volumus lesum
Videre. We would like to see Jesus.

————

NEW JERSEY SAT FEST, BEST
WISHES FOR TOURNAMENT

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, | want to ex-
press my heartfelt gratitude to AJ and Dorian
Elmore and all the dedicated anglers of New
Jersey SAT FEST for their unwavering sup-
port. This year, 13,000 of them will compete
for the largest cash prize in New Jersey’s his-
tory, and | wish each of them the very best of
luck. The remarkable efforts of the event orga-
nizers have brought this incredible competition
back for a third straight year, and this year,
each one of them stands a chance to win the
prize. When this event began three years ago,
it not only gained national attention, but also
inspired countless individuals when one win-
ner, Miguel Rios, used his cash prize to send
his daughter to college. This outstanding event
has made a huge impact, generating 38 mil-
lion video impressions across the country and
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igniting a spirit of ambition and pursuit of
dreams in Americans everywhere. As they
prepare for the competition, | wish each of
them good luck. Be safe, and take pride in
being part of one of the premier fishing events
on the East Coast. God bless New Jersey
SAT FEST, and God bless our United States
of America.

CONGRATULATING THE CHEYENNE
WELLS FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. GREG LOPEZ

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. LOPEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Cheyenne Wells Football
team for winning the A6 State Championship
with an undefeated record.

Their overwhelming victory over Stratton,
who won the past two A6 state champion-
ships, is a testament to the teamwork and de-
termination of each and every member of the
team. | say thank you to all the players for set-
ting an example that will serve as an inspira-
tion for future generations of high school ath-
letes. They should all be extremely proud of
what they have accomplished and know that
this is just a precursor for the many great
achievements that each of them will have in
their lifetimes.

I am honored to celebrate with the team and
wish them all the best in their future seasons
and beyond.

RECOGNIZING JULIAN A. PURDY

HON. MARK TAKANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today | recog-
nize the service of Julian A. Purdy, the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Policy of Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training Service (VETS) in the
U.S. Department of Labor. The Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary previously served on our Com-
mittee’s staff, and has proven his dedication to
America’s veterans, servicemembers, and
their families over his impressive career thus
far.

Mr. Purdy’s career began with his time as a
Counterintelligence Agent and Human Intel-
ligence Collector in the U.S. Army Reserves
from 2004-2012. During this time, Mr. Purdy
deployed in support of Operation Iragi Free-
dom. He balanced his obligations in the Re-
serves with service-oriented civilian careers,
including working as an instructor for future
military intelligence Soldiers.

Following his military service, Mr. Purdy
began a career within the Federal Govern-
ment, first with the House of Representatives.
As a Legislative Assistant for Rep. Adam
Smith (WA-9), he managed a diverse portfolio
of policy issues, including veteran affairs, gun
reform and criminal justice. While serving as a
Professional Staff Member on the House VA
Committee’s Economic  Opportunity ~ Sub-
committee, Mr. Purdy was responsible for pol-
icy related to veteran transition, education,
employment and housing.

Since arriving at the DOL, Mr. Purdy has led
numerous critical projects, including over-
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seeing President Biden’s White House Initia-
tive on Advancing Educational Equity, Excel-
lence, and Economic Opportunity through His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities. Fur-
ther, he spearheaded the DOL signing MOUs
with  HBCUs to ensure veterans attending
HBCUs leverage the programs available
through American Job Centers.

Additionally, Mr. Purdy led the Office of
Strategic Outreach in aligning with the White
House’s Defense Industrial Base strategy by
addressing critical labor shortages. This effort
included supporting the Department of the
Navy to strengthen national security through
workforce solutions for building submarines
and warships.

| ask my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to Mr. Purdy for his outstanding profes-
sional achievements and his dedicated service
to our Nation and its Veterans.

——————

HONORING RABBI IRVING “YITZ”
GREENBERG

HON. RITCHIE TORRES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker,
Rabbi Irving “Yitz” Greenberg, a visionary
scholar, teacher, author, and lecturer whose
career spanning more than 65 years has pro-
foundly influenced Jewish thought and practice
while relating deeply to universal human val-
ues. His pioneering work, grounded in the
core value of choosing life and improving soci-
ety through goodness in every action, carries
insights that resonate far beyond any single
religion or tradition.

Rabbi Greenberg envisions a future shaped
by a profound reverence for life in all its forms,
inspiring us to build a more unified, compas-
sionate, and humane world. Central to this vi-
sion is the traditional Jewish belief in Tzelem
Elokim—the conviction that all humans are
created in the image of God, underscoring the
inherent dignity and worth of every person.

Rabbi Greenberg’s contributions extend far
beyond ideas and scholarship to the institu-
tions he has created and shaped, institutions
that continue to embody his vision, often chal-
lenging traditional norms to inspire growth and
progress. As leader of the Soviet Jewry move-
ment, rabbi of a Modern Orthodox synagogue
in Riverdale, and co-founder of SAR academy,
a day school in my district of the Bronx, Rabbi
Greenberg has served the Jewish community
in numerous capacities. He has been a pro-
fessor and chair of the Jewish Studies Depart-
ment at City College of New York, president of
CLAL and the Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt
Foundation, and executive director of the
President’s Commission on the Holocaust. His
leadership extended to chairing the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum. In fact, Rabbi
Greenberg was among the first to teach col-
lege-level courses on the Holocaust in the
mid-1960s.

As a Modern Orthodox philosopher, Rabbi
Greenberg has addressed the profound chal-
lenges posed by the Holocaust, framing it as
a transformative moment that altered the rela-
tionship between man and God, and shattered
the Jewish world, one that had to rebuild itself
and create a new, life-affirming reality. His
narrative of Jewish life in a post-Holocaust
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