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We all know the President’s budget 

was received dead on arrival, but it sig-
nals the starting point to the annual 
budget process. It is my hope that 
wiser minds on both sides of the aisle 
will prevail as Congress embarks on 
the 2024 budget and appropriations 
process. 

Americans are already pinching pen-
nies, taking on debt, and struggling to 
pay their bills, and they deserve much, 
much more. They deserve relief, and 
our Nation needs relief in the form of 
tried-and-true just pure fiscal responsi-
bility. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
REMEMBERING JUDITH HEUMANN 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today with a heavy 
yet full heart to pay tribute to some-
one I owe so much to, someone who 
millions of Americans living with dis-
abilities owe so much to, Judy 
Heumann. 

To honor her, I want to start by de-
scribing the environment we are in for 
those who may be listening in who may 
be visually impaired. We are in the 
United States Senate Chambers. I am 
sitting in the top row of chairs. I am 
sitting in my wheelchair. I am an 
Asian-American woman with brown 
hair, and I am wearing my signature 
red lipstick, just as Judy used to wear. 

Judy was more than a friend; she was 
a personal hero to me. She was a per-
son who devoted her life to expanding 
disability rights, to making sure that 
accessibility in this country is not an 
afterthought but, in fact, is the norm. 

She worked so hard because she rec-
ognized a simple truth: that everyone, 
whether they know it or not, is just 1 
day, 1 split-second away from acquiring 
a disability and needing the protec-
tions and rights that too many take for 
granted, rights that every American 
deserves. 

You know, when I earned my dis-
ability in 2004, I actually considered 
myself pretty lucky. I say ‘‘lucky’’ be-
cause when I got home from Iraq, the 
Rehabilitation Act had been the law of 
the land for more than 30 years, and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
had been in place for more than a dec-
ade, both of which Judy had fought 
tirelessly to implement and, in fact, 
was the author of, and both of which 
empowered people like me to lead full 
lives. So, yes, pretty darn lucky be-
cause I wouldn’t be able to roll my 
wheelchair through the maze of the 
Capitol Building and onto the Senate 
floor today to give this speech without 
those laws or without the unwavering 
advocacy and leadership of Judy 
Heumann. 

You see, Judy passed her exams to 
earn a teaching license before people 
with disabilities had equal protections 
under the law, but she was denied that 
license by the school board even 
though she passed the exams—denied it 
just because of so-called concerns 
about legal liability in the workplace 
because she had a disability. 

They said that because Judy used a 
wheelchair, she represented a fire haz-
ard and couldn’t safely teach in a class-
room. Judy, rightfully so, wasn’t going 
to take that for an answer, so she got 
to work. She worked and she worked 
and she worked. She fought and she 
fought some more. She made a fuss. 
She caused what civil rights giant 
John Lewis called ‘‘good trouble.’’ 

It is in large part because of her 
never giving up that the Rehabilitation 
Act exists, that the ADA exists, and 
that my full, wonderful, beautifully 
chaotic life is possible. For that and for 
so much more, I will be forever grateful 
for Judy Heumann. 

Judy passed away earlier this month, 
but what she lived for will live on for-
ever. I will never forget the hard- 
earned lessons she taught me about 
what it means to truly fight for our 
civil rights, to keep up that work day 
after day after day, and to make sure 
we empower those who come next to 
continue reaching toward a more just 
and more accessible future. 

In her name, I will forever keep striv-
ing to bring about that better tomor-
row when people with disabilities won’t 
have to work so hard just to live our 
daily lives. 

Rest in power, Judy. We miss you al-
ready. 

190TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THAILAND 

Mr. President, ‘‘sawadee ka.’’ I come 
to the floor today to commemorate a 
special moment, the 190th anniversary 
of the U.S. partnership with the King-
dom of Thailand. 

I am an American, but my Thai her-
itage makes me a living example of the 
unshakeable bond between our two na-
tions. 

Our nations have a long, long history 
of friendship. For centuries, our coun-
tries have learned from and leaned on 
each other militarily, diplomatically, 
economically, culturally—you name it. 
From the environment to our econo-
mies, national security to cyber secu-
rity, we have helped one another grow 
and evolve, adapting to a world that is 
evermore connected, adapting to an era 
in which technology allows allies half a 
world away to be there for each other 
in half an instant. 

There is a reason Thailand is often 
called Washington’s oldest ally in Asia. 
Ever since an American ship landed on 
Thailand’s shores more than 200 years 
ago, ever since President Andrew Jack-
son and Thai King Rama III signed the 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation for-
malizing peaceful relations between 
our countries, ever since King Mongkut 
offered to send elephants to President 
Abraham Lincoln an ocean away, our 
nations have proven that there is no 
greater asset than a partner you can 
count on in times of both peace and 
conflict. Time after time, we have 
worked side by side to catch the bad 
actors running international criminal 
networks, to give humanitarian relief 
to those who need it, to keep the peace 
far beyond our own borders. 

We have seen our shared interests 
and values manifest time after time 
over the past 190 years. To name just a 
few examples, more than 300,000 people 
of Thai descent—myself included—live 
in the United States today, and thou-
sands more come to study every semes-
ter. 

The jointly run Armed Forces Re-
search Institute of Medical Sciences 
has been at the forefront of research on 
infectious diseases since the 1960s, de-
veloping treatment for a host of dis-
eases that have saved millions of lives 
in both our countries and around the 
world. 

Under a 2002 framework, hundreds of 
U.S. companies have invested in Thai-
land, fueling bilateral trade of over $74 
billion in 2020 alone. 

And, during World War II, the United 
States worked with Thai students in 
the United States and dissidents inside 
Thailand to create the Free Thai Move-
ment. Then, our security alliance was 
eventually formalized under the Ma-
nila Pact of 1954 and the Thanat-Rusk 
communique in 1962. And, now, the 
Joint U.S. Military Assistance Group 
in Thailand helps organize more than 
400 joint exercises per year, including 
Cobra Gold, the largest multilateral 
exercise in the Indo-Pacific region. 

In 2023, with more and more geo-
political threats rising by the day, the 
strength of our bond is as important as 
ever. Our alliance provides some sense 
of stability amidst that chaos and 
some sense of security amidst the un-
predictability. It helps to make a ten-
uous situation a little bit more ten-
able. 

In just a few months, Thailand will 
hold national elections for the second 
time since the military coup of 2014. As 
in other countries, Thailand’s path to 
democracy has had its challenges. 
There have been setbacks as well as ad-
vances. But in this moment, I know I 
speak for my colleagues in this Cham-
ber when I say we look forward to an 
election that is free and fair, an elec-
tion that cements Thailand on the road 
to a stable democratic system based on 
the rule of law, civilian authority, and 
respect for internationally recognized 
human rights. 

Let me just close by saying: For the 
progress that Thailand has made to-
ward that more democratic future, for 
the friendship our two nations have 
shared, as well as for all the years that 
I was lucky enough to call Thailand 
my home as a child, I am endlessly 
grateful, and I am forever proud to call 
myself an American of Thai descent. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF ATLANTA SPA 

SHOOTINGS 
Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I rise 

today to reflect on a dark day in Geor-
gia. It was 2 years ago today that a 
hateful act of violence shook metro-
politan Atlanta and reverberated 
across our State, our Nation, and the 
world. 
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In the span of a few hours, our sense 

of safety and sanctuary was ripped 
apart by bullets born out of hate and 
fear—an issue, Mr. President, you 
know very well and have engaged on 
many sad occasions. 

Two years ago, in Georgia, eight peo-
ple lost their lives—eight people loved 
by their families, their friends, by their 
children. They should never become 
numbers or statistics—eight souls, 
eight people, with their own successes 
and struggles, their hopes and dreams. 
We speak their names: Soon Chung 
Park, Hyun Jung Grant, Suncha Kim, 
Yong Ae Yue, Delaina Ashley Yaun 
Gonzalez, Paul Andre Michels, Xiaojie 
Tan, and Daoyou Feng. 

My heart aches for these Georgians 
and for their families, for whom these 
wounds still fester. The comfort pro-
vided by a family is still not enough to 
fill the empty seat at the dinner table 
or those times when a family member, 
out of routine, picks up the phone to 
dial and remembers in the moment 
that there is nobody on the other end 
of that call. 

As a pastor, I believe in the sacred 
worth of every human being. I believe 
that we are a mixture of dust and di-
vinity, of sod and sky, beauty and pos-
sibility. That is why I ask now that ev-
eryone who is here will join me in a 
moment of silence. Let us remember 
these eight Georgians and pray for 
their families. 

(Moment of silence.) 
God, in Your mercy remember them 

and strengthen us to do the work. 
Amen. 

Importantly, I must mention, this at-
tack was meant to harm Georgia’s 
Asian-American community, and espe-
cially women of Asian descent. Unfor-
tunately, this awful act that happened 
in Georgia is not isolated but, rather, 
part of the same trend of growing hate 
and violence which has caused pain to 
so many of us, especially members of 
the AAPI community. 

In recent years, anti-Asian hate 
crimes have increased significantly— 
more than 300 percent, according to 
media reports. And, at the same time, 
we have seen acts of hate rise against 
our Jewish brothers and sisters; 
against our Muslim friends and neigh-
bors; yes, against the LGBTQ-plus 
community and our trans brothers and 
sisters; and against the sense of safety 
our students have felt at our histori-
cally Black colleges and universities. 

So I think back to how Georgians 
charted a path forward for our Nation 2 
years ago. Two years ago, we came to-
gether and reminded each other that 
the only way to face the future is to 
love one another, to be respectful of 
our different histories, while focused 
on our shared future. 

Georgia’s greatest son, that great 
American, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
said it best. He said: 

We are tied in a single garment of destiny, 
caught up in an inescapable network of mu-
tuality. Whatever affects one directly, af-
fects all indirectly. 

That terrible act of violence we wit-
nessed on March 16, 2021, ought to re-
mind us that we all have a stake in 
each other’s well-being, that it is our 
duty to stay committed to a peace that 
recognizes that we are in this together. 

So I want to say to my AAPI sisters 
and brothers, I want to say to all of my 
neighbors that I see you, and I will 
continue to stand with you against 
hate and against violence. 

So let us continue working together 
to stop Asian hate, to stop the 
scapegoating that often emerges, sadly, 
in political speech, and to create what 
Dr. King called the beloved commu-
nity. It is a community where every-
body, no matter their skin color, their 
ethnicity, their sexual orientation, 
their religious background, or if they 
claim no religious tradition at all, can 
live a life of fulfillment and joy with-
out the fear of facing hate and un-
speakable violence. 

Let’s keep doing the work. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

JUDICIAL CONFIRMATIONS 
Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 

rise today to celebrate the confirma-
tion of four qualified, exemplary public 
servants who will now serve as district 
court judges in California. 

One month ago, we celebrated a land-
mark achievement of the Biden Presi-
dency: 100 Federal judges confirmed by 
the Senate. That is worthy of being 
celebrated by all Americans because, 
from the moment President Biden en-
tered office, he set out to nominate 
candidates with a diverse range of legal 
and life experience. We sought to work 
together to build a Federal bench that 
looks like the America that it serves. 

With the confirmations of Judge 
Daniel Calabretta, Ms. Araceli Mar-
tinez-Olguin, Judge James Simmons, 
Jr., and Judge Andrew Schopler, we are 
once again fulfilling that commitment 
and putting forth the best of the great 
State of California and the best that 
our country has to offer. 

Now, earlier this year, we confirmed 
Judge Daniel Calabretta to the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of California. Judge Calabretta is an 
exceptional nominee with the quali-
fications to serve in the Eastern Dis-
trict with distinction. He earned his 
B.A. from Princeton University and his 
J.D. from the University of Chicago 
Law School. 

Since then, his nearly two-decade 
legal career has been defined by a com-
mitment to serving the public’s inter-
ests. Before he was appointed to the 
California Superior Court in 2019, his 
career spanned from the California De-
partment of Justice to the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and 
from Sacramento, CA, to the Supreme 
Court. In each and every role, he has 
demonstrated a keen legal mind and a 
clear commitment to justice. 

But beyond his exceptional legal cre-
dentials, he brings a valuable diversity 
of life experience to the Eastern Dis-
trict, a court with one of the highest 
average per-judge workloads in the 
country. 

Judge Calabretta’s confirmation 
makes him the first openly gay man to 
serve on the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of California, bringing 
a voice and experience not yet rep-
resented in such a role. But I am con-
fident, with his experience, his acumen, 
and his judgments, that he will be a 
tremendous asset for the millions of 
people that he will now serve. 

Now, 2 weeks ago, this body con-
firmed Araceli Martinez-Olguin to 
serve on the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of California. Born in 
Mexico City but raised in Northern 
California, Ms. Martinez-Olguin re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from 
Princeton University. She then re-
turned home to California to work as a 
kindergarten teacher before attending 
the UC Berkeley School of Law. 

She spent her career representing 
those who all too often are overlooked 
by the legal system: immigrants, low- 
income women, and women of color. 
Ms. Martinez-Olguin has experience at 
community legal service organizations, 
as well as the Department of Education 
and the National Immigration Law 
Center. 

She has litigated at every level of our 
Federal courts in States across the 
country and has established herself as 
a respected leader and expert in the 
legal community. Her commitment to 
fighting for the greater good, her de-
cency, and her experience will serve 
the Northern District well, and I thank 
my colleagues for supporting her nomi-
nation. 

Now, just last week, we confirmed 
Judge James Simmons, Jr., to the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of California. Born in Inglewood, 
CA, Judge Simmons was raised by a 
single mother in the proud working- 
class and very diverse community of 
South Los Angeles. 

Judge Simmons was the first person 
in his family to graduate from college 
when he earned his undergraduate de-
gree from UC Berkeley and then, later, 
his J.D. from Golden Gate University 
School of Law. 

Soon after, he became a deputy city 
attorney in San Diego before working 
his way up to serve as a deputy district 
attorney for San Diego County for over 
a decade. In 2017, Judge Simmons was 
appointed to the Superior Court of 
California for San Diego County. 

Looking back, in my conversation 
with him, I had the opportunity to ask 
him a specific question: why he wanted 
to become a prosecutor as opposed to 
working with defendants. And Judge 
Simmons very articulately said, well, 
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