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Speaker MCCARTHY. Speaker MCCAR-
THY has held a gavel for less than 3 
months and already he has done more 
than any party leader in Congress to 
enable the spread of Donald Trump’s 
Big Lie. 

While the Speaker can’t undo his de-
cision to share security footage with 
FOX News, he should denounce them 
for the way that FOX News manipu-
lated that footage to rewrite the his-
tory of January 6. The Speaker should 
not delay because his decision to share 
sensitive security footage with FOX 
News has made our democracy weaker 
because millions—millions—of people, 
sadly, believe Mr. Carlson when he says 
January 6 was a legitimate protest. 
And the more people who believe that 
January 6 was legitimate, the more 
they will accept the lie that Donald 
Trump won the 2020 election. 

Bewilderingly—bewilderingly— 
Speaker MCCARTHY said yesterday that 
he didn’t regret his decision to share 
Capitol security footage. He said he 
didn’t see what FOX News aired; that 
people can make their own conclusions. 
Then, for some reason, he started 
pointing the finger at CNN. 

For Speaker MCCARTHY not even to 
watch the spoiled fruits of his labor, it 
shows a callousness and unconcern far 
beneath the dignity of his office. 

Speaker MCCARTHY, rescue your of-
fice from that indignity by finally 
speaking out. If you are dealing with a 
burglar, Speaker MCCARTHY, the last 
thing you should do is give them your 
house keys. If you are dealing with an 
arsonist, Speaker MCCARTHY, the last 
thing you should do is give them a box 
of matches. And if you are dealing with 
FOX News, Speaker MCCARTHY, the 
last thing you should do is give them 
security footage of January 6 because, 
as we have seen, their hosts will lie to 
the American people—baldly lie about 
what happened. 

So, once again, Speaker MCCARTHY 
can’t undo his decision to share secu-
rity footage with FOX, but he should at 
least denounce FOX News for the way 
they have manipulated the footage to 
rewrite the history of January 6. 

THE BUDGET 
Mr. President, now on the budget, 

President Biden’s budget won’t be re-
leased until midday tomorrow, but we 
can already draw a couple of big con-
clusions about the contrast between 
his vision—the Democratic vision—and 
the Republican vision for our country. 

The President, for instance, is willing 
to do what Republicans are not: lower 
the deficit in a realistic, responsible 
way without cutting benefits that tens 
of millions of people rely on. 

In fact, Democrats have already 
proved it is possible: The Inflation Re-
duction Act not only saved families 
money, it also lowers the deficit by 
hundreds of billions of dollars. 

The Republicans like to talk about 
cutting the debt, but Democrats are 
the ones actually getting it done. Un-
like Republicans, the President is also 
asking the richest of the rich to pay a 

little more of their fair share in taxes 
so that tens of millions of Americans 
will not see their Medicare benefits 
wither away in a few years. Under the 
President’s plan, Medicare would re-
main solvent well beyond 2050. Isn’t 
that great? Medicare, which we have 
always worried about, which is so im-
portant to tens of millions of Ameri-
cans, would stay solvent until 2050. 

Republicans, of course, want to go 
the other way. Instead of cutting taxes 
for the middle class, their priority is 
tax cuts to billionaires and large cor-
porations. Now, I have no problem with 
those at the very top. God bless them. 
They are doing just fine. But I think 
most Americans agree that CEOs 
should never have a lower tax burden 
than nurses, teachers, cabdrivers, fire-
fighters, and police officers. If my 
friends on the other side want to call 
that outlandish or extreme, they can 
go right ahead, but I warn them they 
will be at odds with the vast majority 
of Americans. 

Finally, the President’s plan will 
build on what Democrats accomplished 
last year to lower the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs. 

For the first time ever, Medicare now 
has the authority to negotiate the 
price of certain drugs, saving taxpayers 
billions of dollars, but the President is 
right to push further in expanding the 
list of drugs whose prices Medicare can 
negotiate. 

So let’s run through the list one 
more time. The President’s plan is 
going to continue lowering the cost of 
prescription drugs. He is going to en-
sure that Medicare remains solvent be-
yond 2050, without cutting a penny in 
benefits. He is going to ask the wealthy 
to pay just a little more of their fair 
share in taxes without raising taxes on 
anyone making less than $400,000 a 
year. And his plan will cut the deficit 
by $2 trillion—$2 trillion—over the 
next 10 years. 

Speaker MCCARTHY, what about you? 
Where is your plan? Enough with the 
dodging. Enough with the excuses. It is 
time to level with the American people 
so they can see the contrast between 
Democrats and Republicans for them-
selves. 

RAIL SAFETY 
Now, Mr. President, on rail, yester-

day, the NTSB announced the opening 
of a special investigation into Norfolk 
Southern’s organization and safety cul-
ture in light of multiple derailments, 
including the toxic derailment in East 
Palestine last month. 

When Norfolk Southern’s CEO, Alan 
Shaw, comes before the Senate tomor-
row, I expect him to own up to his com-
pany’s spotty safety culture, particu-
larly the increasingly apparent pattern 
of negligence, because you don’t need a 
full investigation to understand that 
when rail companies willingly neglect 
safety upgrades, push for looser regula-
tions, and lay off workers, they are 
asking for disaster. 

So, tomorrow, I want to hear from 
Norfolk Southern’s CEO as to why they 

spent years lobbying for looser regula-
tions designed to prevent accidents 
like this, particularly when Trump was 
President. After seeing a record $3.3 
billion in profits last year, I want to 
hear why Norfolk Southern chose to 
prioritize billions in stock buybacks 
instead of investing in safety equip-
ment or their workers. 

I also expect Mr. Shaw to lay out pre-
cisely what steps Norfolk Southern is 
taking to prevent future disasters like 
East Palestine. How does Norfolk 
Southern plan to address rail safety in-
spections in the future? Will Norfolk 
Southern commit to having its conduc-
tors and other rail employees undergo 
additional safety and response train-
ing? And if, God forbid, another acci-
dent happens, how will Norfolk South-
ern ensure communities get the re-
sources they need to respond to acci-
dents? 

These are questions that Mr. Shaw 
must answer tomorrow: how the rail-
road will address rail safety inspec-
tions in the future, whether they will 
commit to having their conductors and 
rail employees undergo additional safe-
ty and response training, and how they 
will help communities if, God forbid, 
another accident occurs. 

TRIBUTE TO ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

Finally, Mr. President, there is An-
drew Lloyd Webber. Today, it is my 
honor to pay tribute to one of the 
world’s alltime greatest composers, Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

This month, Mr. Lloyd Webber will 
turn 75 just as his latest musical, ‘‘Bad 
Cinderella,’’ opens at the Imperial The-
atre on Broadway. Boy, it takes your 
breath away just thinking about his 
amazing, amazing career. Just listen to 
this: ‘‘The Phantom of the Opera,’’ 
‘‘Cats,’’ ‘‘Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat,’’ ‘‘Evita’’—all 
done by just one man. These works 
stand the test of time already. 

For those of us in New York, Mr. 
Lloyd Webber has often been called the 
backbone of Broadway, and thank God, 
because New York would not be the 
same without Broadway. 

It has been a hard time for the per-
forming arts in recent years, and I was 
proud to work in the Senate to pass 
Save our Stages, which has provided 
over $1 billion to thousands of theaters, 
music venues, jazz and comedy clubs, 
and more in New York and across our 
entire country. And allies like Mr. 
Lloyd Webber have been outstanding to 
keep the arts going when times have 
gotten tough. 

So, Sir Andrew Lloyd, we wish you a 
happy 75th. Thank you for everything 
you have done for our great city and 
for culture and music in the world, and 
we just can’t wait to see what you have 
in store for us next. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 
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VOTING RIGHTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
there is a regrettable and un-Presi-
dential thread that has been woven 
throughout the whole Biden Presi-
dency. Whenever this President finds 
himself facing bad headlines, he tries 
to change the subject by fearmongering 
about civil rights and voting rights and 
pretending we are in the 1950s or six-
ties. 

Remember early last year when the 
full impact of the Democrats’ inflation 
was coming into focus? That is when 
President Biden flew to Georgia, 
screamed that Jim Crow was coming 
back and our democracy was on death’s 
doorstep, and compared Republicans— 
listen to this—to Bull Connor and Jef-
ferson Davis. He compared us to Bull 
Connor and Jefferson Davis. 

Well, here he goes again. Last week-
end, down in Alabama, the President 
suggested that the right to vote in 
America is ‘‘under assault’’ today, on 
par with Bloody Sunday on the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge nearly 60 years 
ago. Nobody believes this. Nobody seri-
ously believes that race relations or 
voting laws or any of these issues are 
anywhere near—anywhere near—where 
they were back in the 1960s. This is 
utter nonsense. 

President Biden again referenced the 
Republican State’s voting laws that he 
last year called Jim Crow 2.0, as if all 
of that hysteria had not been com-
pletely disproven in the meantime. 

Last November, the exact same Geor-
gia voting law that the Democrats 
called evil and racist and the death 
knell for democracy created record- 
high turnout, lightning-fast voting 
lines, and a supermajority of African- 
American voters reporting that the 
voting experience was—listen to this— 
excellent. 

Do you know the share of Black vot-
ers in Georgia who described their vot-
ing experience under the new Repub-
lican law as poor? Let me say that 
again. Do you know the share of Black 
voters in Georgia who described their 
voting experience under the new Re-
publican law as poor? It is zero. Zero. 
President Biden said this law was the 
second coming of segregation, and zero 
percent of Black voters said they had a 
poor voting experience. 

Ah, but here he goes again with the 
same lies, the same hysteria. We are 
back in this bizarre, bizarre twilight 
zone where the President of the United 
States periodically says these utterly 
absurd, apocalyptic things with zero 
basis in reality, and everybody just 
carries on like it really didn’t happen: 
Well, there goes the leader of the free 
world, shouting unhinged—unhinged— 
and false things about the end of de-
mocracy one more time. Oh, you know, 
just another day. What else is on TV? 

It is utterly surreal and, frankly, em-
barrassing, the President walking on 
stage every couple of months, shouting 
angry things and appearing confused— 
confused—about whether it is 2023 or 
1963—utterly confused. And nothing 

happens. The world keeps turning. The 
Republicans keep passing popular, 
commonsense laws that make it easy 
to vote and hard to cheat. Voters of all 
races continue having good voting ex-
periences. The President, his advisers, 
and a few radical activists are the only 
people stuck—stuck—in this fake par-
allel universe. 

Our democracy is in fine shape no 
matter what a few extreme voices are 
shouting. It is this White House’s grip 
on reality that is truly concerning. 

DC CRIMINAL CODE 
Now, Mr. President, on an entirely 

different matter, a man stabbed to 
death in a public library, a woman kid-
napped and mugged in broad daylight, 
a construction worker assaulted by 
suspects who fled in a stolen car—this 
is just a small sampling of life in Wash-
ington, DC, in recent months. 

Carjackings and car thefts have be-
come a daily routine. Homicides are 
racking up at a rate of four—four—per 
week. There have been so many at-
tacks on people riding public transpor-
tation that civilian volunteers have 
had to create their own patrols on 
Metro trains and platforms. 

We are the greatest superpower Na-
tion in history, and this is our Capital 
City, but local politicians have let its 
streets become a danger and an embar-
rassment. 

Earlier this year, local Democrats 
tried to respond by going even softer 
on crime and putting violent convicts 
back on the streets even more rapidly. 
Well, Republicans say: Enough is 
enough. Enough is enough. We have 
brought forward a resolution here in 
Congress that will overrule the left’s 
effort to make this catastrophe even 
worse. 

Democrats were not happy. The 
White House put out a formal state-
ment opposing us. The vast majority of 
House Democrats voted against us. But 
then President Biden had an epiphany. 
He reversed himself. The public pres-
sure was so great that the President 
now says he wants to sign the same Re-
publican bill that he had previously an-
nounced he opposed. 

The headlines tell the story: ‘‘Biden’s 
About-Face on DC Crime Bill Shows 
Democrats on [the] Defensive.’’ 

The Democrats’ flip-flop is good news 
for the residents of the District of Co-
lumbia and the 300-plus million Ameri-
cans who deserve—deserve—to be able 
to visit their capital in peace. 

But our Democratic friends are not 
getting off the hook this easily. They 
are not going to be able to duck the 
heat for the violent crime surge to 
which their policies, their rhetoric, and 
their political movement have directly 
contributed. What about all of the 
Americans who live in cities and neigh-
borhoods all across our country? In my 
hometown of Louisville, violent crime 
has become an unwelcome daily fix-
ture. Since the start of the pandemic, 
over 500 lives have been lost to homi-
cide—dozens of the victims have been 
children—and last fall, a car was sto-

len, on average, every 2.5 hours. Min-
neapolis has seen 19 percent more van-
dalism than at this point last year; San 
Francisco, 18 percent more robberies. 
In Chicago, this year’s rate of car 
thefts is already 138 percent higher 
than last year’s. In St. Louis, 
kidnappings are up 113 percent. 

Over the weekend, in Atlanta, dozens 
of rioters attacked and laid siege to the 
site of the city’s future public safety 
training center—public safety training 
center. These people lit construction 
equipment on fire and aimed fireworks 
and Molotov cocktails at police offi-
cers. Twenty-three of these radical 
leftists have been charged with domes-
tic terrorism. 

This is what happens when the polit-
ical left spends years—years—spot-
lighting anti-law enforcement rhetoric. 

This is what happens when Demo-
crats at all levels decide we need fewer 
arrests, shorter sentences, and more 
generosity to criminals at the expense 
of less justice for victims and for fami-
lies. 

This is what happens when far-left 
dark money flows to radical candidates 
for district attorneys’ offices and the 
liberal DAs simply refuse to prosecute 
whole sections of the Criminal Code. 

This is what happens after every sin-
gle Senate Democrat voted on party 
lines against additional police funding 
just last year. Every Democratic Sen-
ator voted in lockstep against Senator 
RUBIO’s amendment that would have 
redirected some of their massive, reck-
less tax-and-spending spree to actually 
fund law enforcement. 

Look, nobody will confuse Wash-
ington Democrats’ last-minute reversal 
on this one resolution for a ‘‘road to 
Damascus’’ moment on the crime issue. 
The American people are a lot smarter 
than that. 

VOTE ON KUNESH NOMINATION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is, Will the Senate 
advise and consent to the Kunesh nom-
ination? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), 
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. CAR-
PER), the Senator from Illinois (MS. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN), 
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS), the Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN), and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 57, 
nays 35, as follows: 
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