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viewers, it is alarming, it is disturbing, 
and it is highly inappropriate for 
Speaker MCCARTHY to share highly 
sensitive security camera footage of 
the January 6 attack with Tucker Carl-
son, one of the biggest peddlers of the 
Big Lie, one of the people who have 
done more to destroy faith in this de-
mocracy than just about anyone else. 

Releasing this footage publicly re-
veals the location of security cameras 
across the Capitol grounds, making it 
harder and more dangerous for our 
brave Capitol Police officers who de-
fended the Capitol that day to do their 
job. Giving someone as disingenuous, 
fundamentally dishonest as Tucker 
Carlson when it comes to what hap-
pened in the election—giving him ex-
clusive access to this type of sensitive 
information is a grave mistake—a 
grave mistake—by Speaker MCCARTHY 
and feeds into the propaganda he has 
already put on FOX News’s air. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

CRIME 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 

American people are deeply concerned 
about the collapse of law and order in 
our country. Thirty-nine percent of 
New York residents say they feel less 
safe than they did 1 year ago. Last 
month, 63 percent of likely voters in 
Chicago said they felt personally un-
safe from gun violence and crime. By 
the way, on Tuesday, those Chicago 
voters tossed out the incumbent 
mayor. Americans see this problem 
going from bad to worse. More than 70 
percent of the country expects we will 
see crime rates rise even higher this 
coming year. 

Unfortunately, my fellow Kentuck-
ians know this as well as anyone else. 
In my hometown of Louisville, youth 
homicides tripled between 2018 and 
2021. In fact, since the onset of the pan-
demic, Louisville has seen the second 
worst increase in youth homicides 
among more than a dozen similar U.S. 
cities. Total homicides have slightly 
subsided from their record high in 2021, 
but they are still sitting in the triple 
digits. 

One Louisville couple whose 19-year- 
old son was murdered by a convicted 
felon in 2019 summed up the way every-
body is feeling. Here is what they said: 

[Homicides] may be down, but it’s not 
down enough. 

Of course, crime is not limited to the 
most callous acts of murder; there is 
also a literal rash of brazen theft. Just 
2 days ago, the town of Somerset in my 
State was stunned when their local car 
dealership was robbed point-blank. A 
group of masked thieves stormed the 
showroom and drove no fewer than six 
high-end cars right off the lot. 

The nationwide decline in law and 
order hasn’t been happenstance. To-
day’s Democratic Party has made a de-
liberate decision to make public safety 
and innocent citizens a lower priority 

than repeat criminal offenders. This 
has happened at the Federal level, 
where prominent Democrats have spent 
years amplifying anti-police rhetoric 
that tangibly and provably hurts law 
enforcement and certainly leads to 
more crime. 

It has happened at the local level, 
where liberal mayors and city councils 
around the country have waged rhetor-
ical wars against their own police de-
partments and sometimes actually fol-
lowed through on cutting funding. 

The left’s ‘‘soft on crime’’ campaign 
has even infiltrated the legal system 
itself. Far-left political donors have 
worked to get radical district attor-
neys elected in and around major cit-
ies. Many of them have promptly insti-
tuted what amount to blanket amnes-
ties to whole classes of crimes. 

For example, in Los Angeles, the dis-
trict attorney’s refusal to go after 
major misdemeanor offenses has 
brought his office prosecution rate 
down to half of what it was under his 
predecessor. The Commonwealth’s at-
torney over in Fairfax County has re-
peatedly declined to pursue justice 
against perpetrators of child sexual as-
sault. The former district attorney in 
Boston who made headlines for declar-
ing that charges involving 15 different 
serious crimes would be ‘‘outright dis-
missed’’ was actually rewarded by 
President Biden with a promotion to be 
the U.S. attorney for her whole State. 

To make matters worse, in the midst 
of the violent crime surge that Demo-
crats’ actions have helped cause, their 
administration’s Department of Jus-
tice has focused on many of the wrong 
things. A year and a half ago, Attorney 
General Garland instructed the Depart-
ment, including the FBI, to go sniffing 
around stories of concerned parents 
voicing opinions at local school board 
meetings. In the middle of a violent 
crime wave, the administration’s pri-
ority was extra security for moms and 
dads exercising their First Amendment 
rights. 

Just last fall, armed FBI agents were 
sent to rural Pennsylvania to arrest a 
father at home in front of his young 
children because the man had defended 
his son during an earlier minor alterca-
tion outside an abortion clinic. Appar-
ently, under this administration, the 
crime of protesting while conservative 
can bring FBI agents to your house 
with guns drawn. 

Then just a few weeks ago, a memo 
leaked from the Bureau’s Richmond, 
VA, office that talked about needing to 
put informants in church pews so the 
FBI could spy on Catholic Americans 
whose religious views they deemed 
overly traditional. 

Our major cities are beset with mur-
ders and carjackings, but these Demo-
crats are focused on subjecting God- 
fearing Americans to this junior-var-
sity J. Edgar Hoover act. It is nonsen-
sical. And don’t think for a minute 
they have simply turned up the secu-
rity evenly, across the board. In fact, it 
has been quite the opposite. 

While the Biden-Garland DOJ seems 
fanatically overzealous about 
harassing conservative citizens, they 
are currently asleep at the switch when 
far-left activists are flouting actual 
Federal laws. 

When fringe activists advocated for 
violence against sitting Justices of the 
Supreme Court, when crowds spent 
months picketing outside Justices’ pri-
vate family homes in direct contraven-
tion of Federal law, the Attorney Gen-
eral didn’t lift a finger. The Biden ad-
ministration simply refused to enforce 
black-letter Federal law that prohibits 
picketing and protesting at judges’ pri-
vate residences. That is the law. This 
willful failure to enforce the law effec-
tively made the President and the At-
torney General willing partners in the 
improper pressure campaign that the 
leak of the draft opinion was surely de-
signed to spark in the first place. 

Get this—as the senior Senator from 
Utah has pointed out, there have been 
more than 80 recorded attacks on pro- 
life pregnancy centers since the start 
of last year and 130 attacks on Catholic 
churches. 

Do you know how many of the of-
fenders Attorney General Garland’s 
DOJ has managed to charge? A grand 
total of two, just two. Suffice it to say 
the Attorney General had a lot to an-
swer for at his oversight hearing before 
the Judiciary yesterday, but, unfortu-
nately, Senators saw no evidence that 
a course correction is coming. 

For example, the Attorney General 
wouldn’t give Ranking Member GRA-
HAM a straight answer on designating 
Mexican drug cartels as foreign ter-
rorist organizations. He wouldn’t give 
a straight answer about whether we 
should expand mandatory minimum 
sentencing laws to address the fentanyl 
crisis. He seemed to imply the status 
quo is OK, and the DOJ already has the 
tools it needs to address the problem, 
which I would add, if true, would make 
the administration’s failures all the 
more galling. 

He also couldn’t satisfy questioning 
from Senator CORNYN about whether 
the Department is deliberately not 
charging drug traffickers with offenses 
that would already entail mandatory 
minimums under current law; in other 
words, basically cherry-picking their 
way around existing penalties to make 
current law even softer on lethal drugs. 

Look, the American people want and 
deserve law and order. Getting mur-
derers off our streets and foreign poi-
son out of our neighborhoods are 
among the most basic governing re-
sponsibilities you could possibly think 
of. Evidently, the Biden administration 
either does not agree or just cannot de-
liver. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 
NOMINATION OF JONATHAN JAMES CANADA GREY 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
have two important things I would like 
to speak about today. And let me first 
start with a confirmation vote we will 
be having this afternoon on Judge Jon-
athan J.C. Grey to serve as the U.S. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:39 Mar 03, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G02MR6.004 S02MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES618 March 2, 2023 
district judge for the Eastern District 
of Michigan. 

Both Senator PETERS and I are 
strong, strong supporters and thank 
President Biden for nominating him, 
and we look forward to colleagues join-
ing us in a bipartisan vote, just as we 
had on the cloture vote, to make sure 
that he is confirmed today. 

Senator PETERS and I were both hon-
ored to introduce him and his family 
during his hearing in the Judiciary 
Committee in November, and I know 
his family is so very proud of him—as 
we are. Judge Grey is an outstanding 
choice to support the people of Michi-
gan because he has been doing just 
that. Judge Grey is currently serving 
as a U.S. magistrate judge for the East-
ern District of Michigan. As a mag-
istrate judge, Judge Grey has presided 
over both civil and criminal cases. 

Before that, he served as an assistant 
U.S. attorney in the Eastern District of 
Michigan and the Southern District of 
Ohio, where he prosecuted criminal of-
fenses. 

During the past 10 years, 95 percent 
of Judge Grey’s practice has been in 
the Federal courts, whether as a mag-
istrate judge or an assistant U.S. attor-
ney. 

He also worked as an associate at a 
law firm in Chicago, where he prac-
ticed labor and employment law and 
served as a law clerk for two Federal 
judges. 

Given his incredible breadth of expe-
rience, it is no surprise that the Amer-
ican Bar Association’s Standing Com-
mittee on the Federal Judiciary unani-
mously found him to be ‘‘well quali-
fied’’ for this position. 

Judge Grey was born in Mississippi 
and is a proud graduate of Morehouse 
College and the Georgetown University 
Law Center. And in the spirit of those 
two institutions, Judge Grey is a deep 
believer in giving back, both in Michi-
gan and through his alma maters. 

I can think of no better place for 
Judge Grey to continue to serve the 
people of Michigan and our country 
than on the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Michigan, and both 
Senator PETERS and I urge our col-
leagues to vote yes to confirm Jona-
than Grey this afternoon. 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF THE MICHIGAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY MASS SHOOTING 

Mr. President, as everyone knows, I 
am an incredibly proud MSU Spartan. I 
earned both my undergraduate and my 
graduate degrees from Michigan State 
University. And I have been so proud to 
represent the university in the Michi-
gan Legislature, in the U.S. House, and 
the U.S. Senate. 

I am a Spartan, as is Senator 
PETERS, and I am horrified and heart-
broken and I am angry because we are 
mourning three lives that were lost on 
February 13 when a gunman came to 
campus and randomly started shooting 
students. 

Arielle Anderson, Brian Fraser, and 
Alexandria Verner were each full of 
hopes and dreams and so much prom-

ise. Arielle, age 19, graduated from 
Grosse Point North High School in 
2021. She was known for her confidence, 
her kindness, and her incredible drive. 
She was studying to become a surgeon. 

Brian, age 20, graduated from Grosse 
Point South High School, where he 
competed on the swimming and diving 
teams. He was studying business and 
was president of the Phi Delta Theta 
fraternity. 

And Alexandria—her friends called 
her Alex—was a 20-year-old graduate of 
Clawson High School, where she ex-
celled in volleyball, softball, and bas-
ketball. She was studying integrated 
biology and anthropology and had 
hoped to graduate next year. 

Arielle, Brian, and Alex had their 
whole lives ahead of them, and my 
heart aches for everyone who loved 
them and is missing them today. 

We also know that gun violence isn’t 
just about the lives that are ended; it 
is also about the lives that are for-
ever—forever—changed. At Sparrow 
Hospital in Lansing, Spartans are still 
fighting just to survive. Thousands 
more students and employees and com-
munity members have been left with 
scars you can’t see, but they are there. 
They hurt as much and take as much 
time to heal as anything else. 

It is crucial that we ensure that ev-
eryone receive the mental healthcare 
that they need at this time. Last year, 
my initiative to bring high-quality 
mental health and addiction services to 
communities across the country was 
signed into law in the gun bill that we 
passed and right now is helping to 
make a difference in meeting the needs 
in the East Lansing, Lansing, Mid 
Michigan community, and I want to 
thank the Community Mental Health 
Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and 
Ingham Counties for working so closely 
with Michigan State University right 
now to provide support for everyone 
who needs it. 

So many different things are hap-
pening on campus and across the com-
munity. Just one example: Counselors 
from Community Mental Health have 
set up a place in the East Lansing Pub-
lic Library where they are providing 
resources and immediate, free support 
from therapists, and people are coming 
forward to volunteer their time to help 
make this happen as well. 

They brought in support animals to 
comfort those in pain. Clinics like 
Community Mental Health don’t just 
provide help after a crisis though. This 
is about helping people every day, help-
ing people in the first place so that 
there is a place to call, and there is. 
And people in the community, family 
members concerned, people in neigh-
borhoods that are seeing something 
that they are concerned about need to 
call and ask for help. 

But better mental health isn’t 
enough. We also need to make it harder 
for people who harm others to get their 
hands on guns because it is one thing if 
you are somebody who is unstable and 
have a knife; it is another thing if you 

have a gun. The consequences are very 
different depending on what you are 
holding in your hand. 

Firearms are now the leading cause 
of death for American children and 
teens. Think about that: not car acci-
dents, not cancer—guns. We can change 
that. We must change that. 

The Michigan Legislature is taking 
action to strengthen our State’s licens-
ing process and background checks, re-
quire safe storage, and pass a red flag 
law. What we did last summer was pro-
vide dollars to States to develop red 
flag laws, and I am so proud of our 
Governor and our new majorities in the 
statehouse and senate for taking ac-
tion now. I strongly support their ef-
forts. I am grateful as a citizen, as a 
mom, as a grandmother whose children 
are in the schools that they are taking 
these actions. 

On a Federal level last year, I was 
proud to support the Safer Commu-
nities Act, which was an important 
step, but we need to do so much more. 

We need to pass a military assault 
weapons ban—legislation that I am co-
sponsoring. And while we are at it, 
let’s close the gun show loophole and 
ensure that all gun sales in America re-
quire background checks. It is just 
common sense. 

We owe it to Arielle, Brian, and Alex, 
and the whole MSU community, to 
those who have been impacted across 
the country. These stories are way too 
common and should be absolutely un-
acceptable to everybody. 

Thoughts and prayers are not 
enough. It is pretty hollow, as the Pre-
siding Officer knows, as we all have 
spoken about. It is pretty hollow when 
we are not willing to take the actions 
that can save lives, and that is the way 
that we remember those who have been 
lost. 

One of the most important things, 
the most beautiful things about Michi-
gan State and our entire Michigan 
community is how we came together to 
support one another. It is amazing. I 
have been incredibly touched by the 
stories of how people have helped one 
another, both on that tragic night and 
the days since. From the dispatchers 
and the first responders who imme-
diately and calmly responded to a cha-
otic and dangerous scene to the selfless 
staff at Sparrow Hospital giving com-
fort and lifesaving care every day, to 
East Lansing residents, and Lansing 
residents and everyone from across 
Michigan who came together and put 
up yard signs to greet students as they 
returned to campus, and, yes, to the in-
credible support shown by our rivals. 
An enormous crowd of University of 
Michigan students gathered in Ann 
Arbor on February 15 to show soli-
darity and support at the same time 
Spartans were gathered at The Rock in 
East Lansing. 

A number of Wolverine sports teams 
have worn special warmups honoring 
Michigan State. And even Ohio State, 
even Ohio State, a great rival as well, 
hired an airplane to fly above Michigan 
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State’s campus pulling a banner that 
read: ‘‘We are with you. Spartan 
Strong. Love, Ohio State.’’ 

The MSU community and the com-
munity of East Lansing are so grateful, 
we are all so grateful for the out-
pouring of support. We will get through 
this, but we shouldn’t have to. But we 
will get through it. We just need to 
take action to stop this from hap-
pening again. We are all Spartan 
Strong. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, 15 

months ago, I spoke here on the Senate 
floor to commemorate the victims of a 
shooting at Oxford High School in Ox-
ford, MI. And just over 2 weeks ago, as 
a gunman opened fire at Michigan 
State University, our State lived 
through yet another nightmare. An-
other routine evening turned tragic. 
Another community was left scarred 
by unimaginable gun violence. And an-
other three families will never see 
their children come home. 

Just after 8 p.m., on a crisp Monday 
evening, gunfire erupted at MSU’s 
Berkey Hall. As the alerts poured in, 
students all across campus huddled in 
fear. Some blockaded their dorm rooms 
and turned off the lights. Others 
grabbed whatever objects were nearby 
in case they needed to fight back. Par-
ents called their children to check in if 
they were safe and worried if it could 
be the last time that they spoke. Those 
near the gunman hid under tables and 
ran for their lives. One student said it 
sounded like a stampede as they tried 
to escape. 

In the end, three of their classmates 
did not make it. Three students who 
had their entire lives ahead of them 
were stripped of their futures in an in-
stant. 

Arielle Anderson, a 19-year-old from 
Harper Woods, was a sophomore. She 
enjoyed roller skating, photography, 
and live concerts. A committed stu-
dent, she was working to graduate 
early and embark on a career as a pedi-
atrician. She had a fierce intellect and 
a deep love for her family, touching ev-
eryone in her life with a kind and 
gentle spirit. 

Alex Verner was 20 years old. She was 
a junior from Clawson and was study-
ing to become a forensic scientist. She 
was a gifted student athlete in high 
school, excelling in softball and bas-
ketball and volleyball, and a dedicated 
member of her community. Friends and 
teachers describe her as a leader and a 
giver, someone who was always smil-
ing. One of her peers remembered that 
she was ‘‘the very best of us.’’ 

Brian Fraser, the 20-year-old sopho-
more from Grosse Pointe had an infec-
tious smile and a sense of humor that 
could brighten an entire room. As 
president of the Phi Delta Theta frater-
nity, he demonstrated a commitment 
to service and to leadership. He had 
been studying business and economics, 
but his life was cut short. 

As a father and a fellow Spartan, my 
heart breaks for these gifted students, 
for their families and friends, and the 
time that was stolen from them. My 
heart breaks for those who survived 
who will carry the weight of this hor-
rific memory for years to come. 

And while this scene unfolded, first 
responders and law enforcement offi-
cials bravely leaped into action. Dedi-
cated doctors and nurses have worked 
around the clock to help the five stu-
dents who were critically injured. But I 
am grateful to these men and women 
for their tireless work. 

At the same time, I know that the 
students and staff at MSU and in the 
broader East Lansing community will 
need time. They will need time to heal 
in the wake of this tragedy, but they 
shouldn’t have to do that work alone. 
We can honor them by taking meaning-
ful action, and we must do that now. 

Last year, Congress showed that 
commonsense reform is still possible 
with the passage of the bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act, the most sig-
nificant legislation to address gun vio-
lence in nearly three decades. It in-
vests in mental health resources, ex-
pands school safety measures, enhances 
background checks, and includes new 
guidelines to make sure we keep guns 
from getting into the wrong hands. 

While it is clear that this law did not 
go far enough, it has begun to make 
critical changes. We are already start-
ing to see its benefits reach my State. 
Last week, Senator STABENOW and I 
welcomed $8 million in Federal funding 
to the Michigan State Police. This in-
vestment will help combat drug vio-
lence and enhance crisis intervention 
programs all across the State of Michi-
gan. 

But there is so much more that we 
can and we must do. We must pass leg-
islation to expand Federal background 
checks to all gun sales, a measure that 
I helped reintroduce in the Senate and 
one that is supported by the over-
whelming majority of the American 
people. We could enact reasonable lim-
its on high-capacity magazines and 
close dangerous loopholes. We can pass 
red flag laws while still respecting the 
rights of law-abiding, responsible gun 
owners. And we could invest in first re-
sponders, like those who so bravely an-
swered the call at Michigan State. 

The choice is ours to make. We could 
honor these young adults by making 
change or we can play politics and let 
this cycle continue. But for Arielle, 
Alex, and Brian, and for the students 
and staff at Michigan State and for 
every family that has been torn apart 
by gun violence, we must choose to act. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LUJÁN). The Republican whip. 
ENERGY POLICY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if you 
ask any Republican what kind of en-
ergy policy he or she supports, you will 
likely hear the phrase ‘‘an ‘all of the 
above’ energy policy.’’ Today, I want to 
take a minute to talk about, first, 

what we mean by an all-of-the-above 
energy policy and second, why we sup-
port this kind of policy. 

So what is an ‘‘all of the above’’ en-
ergy policy? 

Well, as the name suggests, an ‘‘all of 
the above’’ energy policy is an energy 
policy that embraces the full spectrum 
of available energy resources, both re-
newable and conventional. It is impor-
tant not to ignore the conventional 
part, as many of my colleagues across 
the aisle would like to do. It is not 
enough to embrace renewable energy, 
even multiple types of renewables. 
And, for reasons I am going to discuss, 
any energy policy that doesn’t embrace 
conventional as well as renewable 
sources of energy is insufficient. It 
places both our energy security and en-
ergy affordability in jeopardy. 

Back to my explanation, as I said, an 
‘‘all of the above’’ energy policy is an 
energy policy that embraces the full 
spectrum of available energy sources. 
It embraces wind, solar, hydropower, 
biofuels, biomass, geothermal, nuclear, 
oil, natural gas, and more. That is the 
definition. 

Now, why is an ‘‘all of the above’’ en-
ergy policy important? Why not, for 
example, eliminate fossil fuels from 
the mix? Or why not choose one or two 
renewable fuels and put all of our ener-
gies into advancing those one or two 
technologies to hasten the arrival of a 
clean energy future? 

Well, there are a number of reasons 
why these options or those options and 
any option that doesn’t embrace the 
full range of available energy tech-
nologies are a bad idea. 

First of all, the fact of the matter is 
that we are simply not yet at the point 
where we can rely solely on clean en-
ergy technologies. We will still need 
conventional energy, and we are going 
to continue to need conventional en-
ergy resources and, in particular, nat-
ural gas for the foreseeable future. 

My State of South Dakota actually 
derives a huge portion of our elec-
tricity generation from renewables, no-
tably wind and hydroelectric, totaling 
about 82 percent of utility-scale pro-
duction in South Dakota. But conven-
tional fuels, nevertheless, play an es-
sential role in electricity generation in 
South Dakota. 

Wind, like solar and other renew-
ables, by its nature is intermittent, 
even in places like South Dakota, 
where wind is a regular feature. And 
because technology has not yet ad-
vanced to the point where we can store 
up sufficient renewable energy to 
power an electric grid, even places like 
my State that rely heavily on renew-
ables for electricity generation depend 
on conventional energy sources like 
coal and natural gas to keep the power 
on consistently. 

California is another State with sig-
nificant production from renewables, 
like hydropower and solar, but the 
availability of those sources are af-
fected by variables like cloud cover and 
drought. And while California gen-
erally gets a lot of sunshine, again, the 
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