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of Columbia, to be a Member of the
International Broadcasting Advisory
Board for a term expiring January 1,
2025, (New Position); Kenneth M. Jarin,
of Pennsylvania, to be Chair of the
International Broadcasting Advisory
Board, (New DPosition); Kenneth M.
Jarin, of Pennsylvania, to be a Member
of the International Broadcasting Ad-
visory Board for a term expiring Janu-
ary 1, 2027, (New Position); Luis
Manuel Botello, of Maryland, to be a
Member of the International Broad-
casting Advisory Board for a term ex-
piring January 1, 2025, (New Position);
and Michelle Mai Selesky Giuda, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Inter-
national Broadcasting Advisory Board
for a term expiring January 1, 2027,
(New Position)?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate consider the following nomination:
Calendar No. 206, Dante Quintin Allen,
of California, to be Commissioner of
the Rehabilitation Services Adminis-
tration, Department of Education; that
the Senate vote on the nomination
without intervening action or debate;
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table;
and that the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action; and
that the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Dante Quintin
Allen, of California, to be Commis-
sioner of the Rehabilitation Services
Administration, Department of Edu-
cation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Allen nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

PROVIDING REMOTE ACCESS TO
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR VIC-
TIMS OF THE 1988 BOMBING OF
PAN AM FLIGHT 103 OVER
LOCKERBIE, SCOTLAND

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 3250
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3250) to provide remote access to
court proceedings for victims of the 1988
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Bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotland.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Cornyn
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to; that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1372) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To improve the bill)

On page 3, lines 11 and 12, strike ‘‘that re-
mote video and telephonic access to pro-
ceedings in the case be made available” and
inserting ‘‘that reasonable efforts be made to
make remote video and telephonic access to
proceedings in the case available’.

The bill (S. 3250), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 3250

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REMOTE ACCESS TO COURT PRO-
CEEDINGS FOR VICTIMS OF THE 1988
BOMBING OF PAN AM FLIGHT 103
OVER LOCKERBIE, SCOTLAND.

(a) DEFINITION OF VICTIM OF CRIMES ASSOCI-
ATED WITH THE BOMBING OF PAN AM FLIGHT
103.—In this section:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the term ‘‘victim of crimes associated with
the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103’ means
any individual—

(A) who suffered direct or proximate harm
as a result of the bombing of Pan Am Flight
103 that occurred over Lockerbie, Scotland,
on December 21, 1988, and was present at or
near the scene of the bombing when it oc-
curred, or immediately thereafter; or

(B) who is the spouse, legal guardian, par-
ent, child, brother, sister, next of kin, or
other relative of, or who is determined by
the applicable district court of the United
States to be an individual who possesses a
relationship of similar significance to, an in-
dividual described in subparagraph (A) or an
individual otherwise described in this sub-
section.

(2) LIMITATION.—The term ‘victim of
crimes associated with the bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103” does not include an indi-
vidual who participated or conspired in the
crimes associated with the bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date of
enactment of this Act, and notwithstanding
any provision of the Federal Rules of Crimi-
nal Procedure or other law or rule to the
contrary, in order to permit victims of
crimes associated with the bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103 to access court proceedings in
the criminal case against Abu Agila Moham-
med Mas’'ud Kheir Al-Marimi and against
any co-conspirator subsequently charged and
prosecuted in a court of the United States
for crimes related to the 1988 bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103, the district court of the
United States in such a case shall order that
reasonable efforts be made to make remote
video and telephonic access to proceedings in
the case available to victims of crimes asso-
ciated with the bombing of Pan Am Flight
103.
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(2) NO LIMIT ON LOCATION.—Remote video
and telephonic access to proceedings shall be
made available under paragraph (1) to a vic-
tim of crimes associated with the bombing of
Pan Am Flight 103 without regard to the lo-
cation of the victim of crimes associated
with the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103.

(¢) DISTRICT COURT DISCRETION.—Nothing
in this section shall be construed to elimi-
nate or limit the discretion of a district
court of the United States to control the
manner, circumstances, or availability of re-
mote video or telephonic transmissions
where necessary to control the courtroom or
protect the integrity of court proceedings or
the safety of parties, witnesses, or other par-
ticipants in the proceedings.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE ECONOMIC RELATION-
SHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND ISRAEL

COMMEMORATING THE CENTEN-
NIAL OF THE AMERICAN BATTLE
MONUMENTS COMMISSION

RECOGNIZING JOBS FOR
AMERICA’S GRADUATES

NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS
AMERICA DAY

REMEMBERING THE DECEMBER 6,
2019, TERRORIST ATTACK AT
NAVAL AIR STATION PENSACOLA

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 445 and
the Senate proceed to the en bloc con-
sideration of the following Senate reso-
lutions: S. Res. 445, S. Res. 487, S. Res.
488, S. Res. 489, and S. Res. 490.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of November 2,
2023, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

The resolutions (S. Res. 487, S. Res.
488, S. Res. 489, and S. Res. 490) were
agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———
APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, pursuant to the provisions of
Public Law 116-156, on behalf of the

Majority Leader, reappoints the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a Member

445) was
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of the Commission on the Social Status
of Black Men and Boys: Rev. Alfred C.
Sharpton of New York.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR ALLEN “SIG”
BLACK

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I
would like to take a few moments to
recognize Maj. Allen ‘‘Sig’’ Black who
has worked in my Senate office this
year as a defense fellow. Major Black is
a patriot who has served our country
nobly and made it a safer and better
place. It has been a pleasure to have
him in my office.

Major Black joined the Air Force in
2011 as a distinguished graduate of the
ROTC program at Pennsylvania State
University. He began flying the F-22
fighter aircraft soon after completing
the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Train-
ing in Texas and has since become a
masterful Air Force pilot and knowl-
edgeable authority on virtually every
detail of the Raptor. In total, Major
Black served as an operational F-22
pilot for 5 years, deploying for combat
operations in Operation Inherent Re-
solve and executing numerous home-
land and Presidential protection mis-
sions.

Prior to moving to Washington, D.C.,
Major Black spent 3 years at Edwards
Air Force Base in California. There,
where he attended the U.S. Air Force
Pilot Test School and left as a distin-
guished graduate and the Liethen-Tit-
tle Award winner as the top test pilot
graduate in class 19A. While still serv-
ing at Edwards, Major Black also dis-
tinguished himself as F-22 command
chief pilot and assistant director of op-
erations of the 411th Flight Test
Squadron, 412th Operations Group.

In 2021, Major Black led the F-22
Combined Test Force through 26 F-22
and 20 F-16 developmental test mis-
sions and several first-time events.
Twelve of his missions were supporting
elevated risk F-22 envelope expansion
tests. For one such mission, Major
Black planned and led the first F-22
high angle of attack test in 17 years
while carrying a new externally podded
capability. His success in executing 12
additional missions evaluating new F-
22 software led to the fielding of the
first F-22 Rapid Agile Capability Re-
lease operational flight program.

Major Black is a skilled military
leader. He directed the No. 1 DOD
weapon program, developed new F-22
open software pathways, and has
helped lead numerous working groups.
According to Air Force Materiel Com-
mand, ‘‘The distinctive accomplish-
ments of Major Black reflect great
credit upon himself and the United
States Air Force.” For these achieve-
ments, Major Black was awarded the
Lieutenant General Bobby Bond Memo-
rial Aviator Award, which is the award
for the best test pilot of the year in the
entire Air Force.
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I could not have been assigned a
more talented pilot to join my office in
January 2023, representing the Air
Force in Congress as a Defense Fellow.

During his time in my office, he
staffed over 25 high-level engagements
and at least 10 hearings, along with
helping draft dozens of pieces of legis-
lation to strengthen our Nation’s de-
fense. He has also provided meticulous
and incisive research that has guided
my office on important public policy
questions. His colleagues have been
consistently grateful for his attention
to detail, willingness to diligently ana-
lyze problems, and ability to translate
complex military concepts into digest-
ible language. His passion and dedica-
tion to making this great Nation safer
was evident each and every day work-
ing in the Senate.

Finally, I cannot honor Major Black
without also thanking his family: his
wife Kelsey, his daughter Sloane, and
his son Nicholas. I am grateful to his
family for sharing him with my team.

Major Black has had a remarkable
career and he has a promising future
ahead. He is exactly the kind of man
and leader that our military needs. For
these reasons and many more, I was
honored to have Major Black in my of-
fice this year.

Sig, thank you for your service to
Arkansas and to the United States of
America.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HAROLD HEPPER

e Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I
want to honor a very special North Da-
kota resident who is turning 100 years
old on December 15. Harold Hepper was
a longtime resident of McClusky and
most recently has lived in Bismarck,
where he will celebrate this landmark
birthday.

Harold embodies the very best of the
Greatest Generation. A year after grad-
uating from McClusky High School in
1942, he and five buddies were drafted
into the Army and traveled to Fort
Snelling, MN. Initially rejected be-
cause of his poor eyesight, Harold re-
turned home and begged the Selective
Service Board for another chance to
serve. After obtaining plastic glasses,
he was able to train at Camp Barkeley,
TX, to be an Army medical aidman.

He shipped out from New Jersey for
England and was on the frontlines in
France the summer of 1944, where he
was wounded in the shoulder during
the Battle of Brest. Following his par-
ticipation in the Battle of Hurtgen
Forest, that December found him in
the Battle of the Bulge. There, thou-
sands of Americans died in what was
the largest and bloodiest U.S. battle of
World War II. The first day of the bat-
tle on December 16 brought heavy cas-
ualties on both sides. Harold and other
medics worked on the front lines for 10
days, providing nonstop medical aid be-
fore they were relieved.
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Harold was awarded the Purple
Heart, Bronze Star, and other cam-
paign medals. Honorably discharged in
November 1945, he has remained active
in veterans organizations the rest of
his life. This includes 76 years as a
member of the McClusky American Le-
gion. Returning home, Harold worked
as an insurance agent at the First Na-
tional Bank of McClusky for 44 years
before retiring in 1987. He joined the
McClusky Fire Department in 1954 and
served there for 33 years, including one
year as fire chief. Harold and his wife,
Laura, who died in 2015, raised two
daughters, Debra and Gail. They will
join five grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and other family,
friends, and veterans groups in hon-
oring Harold on his 100th birthday.

North Dakota is home to more than
200 centenarians, and we consider them
among our most treasured residents.
Their pioneer spirit, dignity, and hard
work have brought them through many
challenges and personal achievements.
On behalf of all North Dakotans, I
thank Harold Hepper for his service to
our country and wish him a happy
100th birthday. I hope you enjoy con-
tinued good health and vitality.e

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. CARL HEILMAN

o Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President, I
rise today to thank Dr. Carl Heilman
for his many years of service to the
free State of Kansas and Barton Com-
munity College, as well as honor him
for all that he accomplished during his
career.

A lifelong educator committed to
service, Carl began his journey at the
University of Northern Iowa as a stu-
dent, where he graduated with a bach-
elor of arts degree in social sciences.
After graduating, Carl would continue
his education at Northern Iowa, ob-
taining a master of arts in counseling,
later pairing that with a master of arts
in public administration from Min-
nesota State University. Carl com-
pleted his formal education with a doc-
tor of philosophy in higher education
administration from Iowa State Uni-
versity.

With this knowledge in hand, Carl
served in administrative positions at
several colleges across the U.S. Begin-
ning at Iowa Lakes Community College
in Iowa, Carl was both a chairperson
and faculty member. While at North-
land Pioneer College in Arizona, Carl
served as vice president for student
services, and at Lincoln Trail College-
Illinois Eastern Community College
District, Carl was campus president.

But Carl’s service to the State of
Kansas began in 2006 when he became
the fifth president of Barton Commu-
nity College. Carl hit the ground run-
ning, quickly building rapport with the
board of trustees, faculty and staff,
local community constituents, and the
student body. With this support, Carl
set attainable goals for the future of
Barton, establishing it as a dynamic
institution able to weather
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