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Washington State University’s Hanford 
History Project asked him to con-
tribute to its oral history collection; I 
am glad he did so that generations to 
come can enjoy and learn from Gary’s 
firsthand accounts. 

Washington State has benefited tre-
mendously from Gary’s vision and his 
drive to improve the Tri-Cities and the 
Hanford Site. He was an important 
partner to me and one of the first to 
recognize all that the region had to 
offer. Gary was a force of nature, whose 
vision and work will be felt for genera-
tions. Whether he was walking the 
halls of Congress or leading a tour of 
the B reactor, he was a fountain of 
knowledge and energy. Gary leaves be-
hind a tremendous legacy, and I am 
among the countless individuals who 
are grateful for his mentorship and 
friendship. His memory will be cher-
ished, and he will be dearly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL ROJAS 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 

Iowans recall the derecho that tore 
through parts of our State in 2020. The 
storm hit alongside the COVID–19 pan-
demic, when communities faced un-
precedented challenges, including 
stalled school meal programs. Such un-
foreseen events can disrupt commu-
nities. Individuals like Michael Rojas 
of Polk County step up—often on a mo-
ment’s notice and without pause—to 
keep that from happening. 

Mr. Rojas helped lead FEMA’s re-
sponse to the 2020 derecho, putting to 
work his expertise from a prior post 
with Iowa’s Habitat for Humanity, 
where he dealt with tornado and flood 
damage. During the pandemic, he 
spearheaded critical plans to address 
food insecurity in our State. Today, he 
is a disaster program officer with Vol-
unteer Iowa, which facilitates opportu-
nities for local nonprofits and nearby 
residents to engage in projects with 
impacts close to home. 

Iowans who cross paths with Mr. 
Rojas undoubtedly know his selfless-
ness, ingenuity, and efficacy. By hon-
oring Mr. Rojas on a national scale 
with its Excellence in Disaster Serv-
ices Leadership Award, AmeriCorps 
seems to have hit the nail on the head. 
I congratulate Mr. Rojas on this well- 
earned recognition and thank him for 
his continued, exemplary service to 
Iowa. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-

tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–84, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $2.0 billion. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–84 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Australia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0. 
Other $2.0 billion. 
Total $2.0 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: The Government of Aus-
tralia has requested to buy articles and serv-
ices in support of the Trilateral AUKUS Pil-
lar I program. 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
None. 
Non-MDE: Included are training devices, 

personnel training, planning, and Non-Recur-
ring Engineering (NRE) services; support 
equipment; special tools; training software 
and courseware; design; supply chain and in-
dustrial base support; facilities and con-
struction support; publications and technical 
documentation; personnel training and 
training equipment; U.S. Government and 
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; test and trials support; 
studies and surveys; other related elements 
of engineering and repair services for associ-
ated equipment and program support; and 
other related elements of logistic and pro-
gram support. U.S. training of private Aus-
tralian industry personnel will occur only 
after explicitly authorized by the U.S. De-
partment of State under U.S. law. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (AT–P– 
BTQ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT–P–FBG. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
December 1, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Australia—AUKUS Training and Training 

Devices 
The Government of Australia has re-

quested to buy articles and services in sup-

port of the Trilateral AUKUS Pillar I pro-
gram. Included are training devices, per-
sonnel training, planning, and Non-Recur-
ring Engineering (NRE) services; support 
equipment; special tools; training software/ 
and courseware; design; supply chain and in-
dustrial base support; facilities and con-
struction support; publications and technical 
documentation; personnel training and 
training equipment; U.S. Government and 
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; test and trials support; 
studies and surveys; other related elements 
of engineering, and repair services for associ-
ated equipment and program support; and 
other related elements of logistic and pro-
gram support. U.S. training of private Aus-
tralian industry personnel will occur only 
after explicitly authorized by the U.S. De-
partment of State under U.S. law. The esti-
mated total program cost is $2.0 billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States. Australia is one of our 
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political 
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the region. It is vital to the U.S. na-
tional interest to assist our ally in devel-
oping and maintaining a strong and ready 
self-defense capability. 

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats by providing an effective combatant 
deterrent capability to protect maritime in-
terests and infrastructure in support of its 
strategic mission. The acquisition will lay 
the groundwork for the Australia/United 
Kingdom/United States (AUKUS) trilateral 
agreement. Australia will have no difficulty 
absorbing this equipment and services into 
its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be Hun-
tington Ingalls Industries, Newport News, 
VA; General Dynamics Electric Boat, Grot-
on, CT; and Systems Planning Analysis, Al-
exandria, VA. There are no known offset 
agreements in connection with this potential 
sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale re-
quires the assignment of approximately sev-
enty (70) additional U.S. Government and 
contractor representatives to Australia for a 
duration of approximately three (3) years to 
support in-person training, equipment famil-
iarization, and onsite engineering and main-
tenance of simulation and training devices. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5742 December 5, 2023 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Anus Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–81, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Korea for defense 
articles and services estimated to cost $271 
million. We will issue a news release to no-
tify the public of this proposed sale upon de-
livery of this letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–81 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
the Republic of Korea. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $209 million. 
Other $62 million. 
Total $271 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Thirty-nine (39) AIM–120C–8 Advanced Me-

dium Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM) 
Two (2) AIM–120C–8 AMRAAM Guidance 

Sections 
Eighty-eight (88) KMU–556 Tail Kits for the 

GBU–31vl Joint Direct-Attack Munition 
(JDAM) 

Eighty-six (86) Mk–84 General Purpose (GP) 
2000-lb Bombs for the GBU–31v1 JDAM 

Seventy (70) KMU–557 Tail Kits for the 
GBU–31v3 JDAM 

Seventy (70) BLU–109C/B 2000-lb Bombs for 
the GBU–31v3 JDAM 

Seventy-eight (78) KMU–572 Tail Kits for 
the GBU–54 Laser JDAM (LJDAM) 

Two hundred sixty-nine (269) MAU–169 
Computer Control Groups/Guidance Sections 
for the GBU–12 Paveway II 

Two hundred sixty-nine (269) MXU–650 Air 
Foil Groups for the GBU–12 Paveway II 

Three hundred forty-two (342) Mk–82 500-lb 
GP Bombs for the GBU–12 Paveway II or 
GBU–54 LJDAM 

Twelve (12) Mk–82 Inert Bombs 
Thirty-five (35) GBU–39 Small Diameter 

Bomb-Increment 1 (SDB–I) All-Up-Rounds 
(AUR) with Containers 

One hundred eighteen (118) GBU–53 Small 
Diameter Bomb-Increment 2 (SDB–II) AURs 

Non-MDE: Also included are AIM–120 con-
trol section spares and containers; DSU–38 
Laser Illuminated Target Detectors; SDB–I 
Tactical Training Rounds and carriage sys-
tems; SDB–II Practical Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Trainers (PEST) and Weapon Load 
Crew Trainer (WLCT) units; FMU–139 fuzes; 
Common Munitions Built-in-Test (BIT)/Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); ADU–891 
adapter group computer test sets; Mk–84 
practice bombs and other training bombs/ 
components; munitions support and support 
equipment including propellant and explo-
sive charges; classified software delivery and 
support; spare parts, consumables, and acces-

sories, and repair and return support; major 
modifications, maintenance, and mainte-
nance support; transportation and airlift 
support; classified/unclassified publications 
and technical documentation; personnel 
training and training equipment; contractor 
logistics support (CLS); studies and surveys; 
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical and logistics support services; 
and other related elements of logistical and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (KS– 
D–YBB). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: KS–D–YAJ. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
December 1, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Republic of Korea (ROK)—F–35 Munitions 
The Government of the Republic of Korea 

has requested to buy thirty-nine (39) AIM– 
120C–8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air 
Missiles (AMRAAM); two (2) AIM–120C–8 
AMRAAM Guidance Sections; eighty-eight 
(88) KMU–556 Tail Kits for the GBU–31vl 
Joint Direct-Attack Munition (JDAM); 
eighty-six (86) Mk–84 General Purpose (GP) 
2000-lb bombs for the GBU–31v1 JDAM; sev-
enty (70) KMU–557 Tail Kits for the GBU–3lv3 
JDAM; seventy (70) BLU–109C/B 2000-lb 
bombs for the GBU–31v3 JDAM; seventy- 
eight (78) KMU–572 Tail Kits for the GBU–54 
Laser JDAM (LJDAM); two hundred sixty- 
nine (269) MAU–169 Computer Control 
Groups/Guidance Sections for the GBU–12 
Paveway II; two hundred sixty-nine (269) 
MXU–650 Air Foil Groups for the GBU–12 
Paveway II; three hundred forty-two (342) 
Mk–82 500-lb GP bombs for the GBU–12 
Paveway II or GBU–54 LJDAM; twelve (12) 
Mk–82 inert bombs; thirty-five (35) GBU–39 
Small Diameter Bomb-Increment 1 (SDB–I) 
All-Up-Rounds (AUR) with containers; and 
one hundred eighteen (118) GBU–53 Small Di-
ameter Bomb-Increment 2 (SDB–II) AURs. 
Also included are AIM–120 control section 
spares and containers; DSU–38 Laser Illumi-
nated Target Detectors; SDB–1 Tactical 
Training Rounds and carriage systems; SDB– 
II Practical Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Trainers (PEST) and Weapon Load Crew 
Trainer (WLCT) units; FMU–139 fuzes; Com-
mon Munitions Built-in-Test (BIT)/Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); ADU–891 
adapter group computer test sets; Mk–84 
practice bombs and other training bombs/ 
components; munitions support and support 
equipment including propellant and explo-
sive charges; classified software delivery and 
support; spare parts, consumables, and acces-
sories, and repair and return support; major 
modifications, maintenance, and mainte-
nance support; transportation and airlift 
support; classified/unclassified publications 
and technical documentation; personnel 
training and training equipment; contractor 
logistics support (CLS); studies and surveys; 
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical and logistics support services; 
and other related elements of logistical and 
program support. The estimated total cost is 
$271 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a major ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

The proposed sale will improve the Repub-
lic of Korea’s capability to meet current and 

future threats by providing its fighter fleet 
with a range of air-to-air and air-to-ground 
munitions to deter aggression in the region 
and ensure interoperability with U.S. forces. 
Korea will have no difficulty absorbing these 
articles and services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be Lockheed 
Martin Corporation, Ocala, FL; Raytheon 
Missiles and Defense, Tucson, AZ; and the 
Boeing Company, Huntsville, AL. The pur-
chaser typically requests offsets. Any offset 
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the Republic of Korea. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–81 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The AIM–120C–8 Advanced Medium 

Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMMAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept, 
guided missile featuring digital technology 
and microminiature, solid-state electronics. 
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/ 
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic coun-
termeasures, and interception of high- and 
low-flying and maneuvering targets. This po-
tential sale will include AMRAAM guidance 
and control section spares and containers. 

2. Joint Direct-Attack Munitions (JDAM) 
consist of a bomb body paired with a war-
head-specific tail kit containing an Inertial 
Navigation System (INS)/Global Positioning 
System (GPS) guidance capability that con-
verts unguided free-fall bombs into accurate, 
adverse weather ‘‘smart’’ munitions. The 
JDAM weapon can be delivered from modest 
standoff ranges at high or low altitudes 
against a variety of land and surface targets 
during the day or night. The JDAM can re-
ceive target coordinates via preplanned mis-
sion data from the delivery aircraft, by on-
board aircraft sensors (i.e., FLIR, Radar, 
etc.) during captive carry, or from a third- 
party source via manual or automated air-
crew cockpit entry. 

a. The GBU–31v1 is a 2,000-pound JDAM, 
consisting of a KMU–556 tail kit and BLU–117 
or Mk–84 bomb body. 

b. The GBU–31v3 is a 2,000-pound JDAM, 
consisting of a KMU–557 tail kit and BLU–109 
bomb body. 

c. The GBU–54 Laser Joint Direct Attack 
Munition (LJDAM) is a 500-pound JDAM 
which incorporates all the capabilities of the 
JDAM guidance tail kit and adds a precision 
laser guidance set. The LJDAM gives the 
weapon system an optional semi-active laser 
guidance in addition to the INS/GPS guid-
ance. This provides the optional capability 
to strike moving targets. The GBU–54 con-
sists of a DSU–38 laser guidance set and 
bomb body with appropriate KMU–5XX tail 
kit. 

3. The Paveway II (PWII) is a maneuver-
able, free-fall Laser Guided Bomb (LGB) that 
guides to laser energy reflected off the tar-
get. The LGB is delivered like a normal gen-
eral purpose (GP) warhead, but the semi-ac-
tive laser guidance corrects many of the nor-
mal errors inherent in any delivery system. 
Laser designation for the LGB can be pro-
vided by a variety of laser target markers or 
designators. The PWII consists of a non-war-
head-specific MAU–209 or MAU–169 Computer 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5743 December 5, 2023 
Control Group (CCG) and a warhead-specific 
Air Foil Group (AFG) that attaches to the 
nose and tail of the GP bomb body. 

a. The GBU–12 is a 500-pound GP bomb 
body fitted with the MAU–169 Computer Con-
trol Group and MXU–650 Air Foil Group to 
guide to its laser designated target. 

b. The inert GBU–12 uses a BDU–50 inert 
bomb body, MAU–169 Computer Control 
Group and MXU–650 Air Foil Group for train-
ing and integration purposes. 

4. The GBU–39 Small Diameter Bomb In-
crement 1 (SDB–I) All-Up-Round (AUR) is a 
250-pound GPS-aided inertial navigation sys-
tem, small autonomous, day or night, ad-
verse weather, conventional, air-to-ground 
precision glide weapon able to strike fixed 
and stationary re-locatable non-hardened 
targets from standoff ranges. It is intended 
to provide aircraft with an ability to carry a 
high number of bombs. Aircraft are able to 
carry four SDBs in place of one 2,000-pound 
bomb. 

(a) The GBU–39/B, Tactical Training Round 
(TTR), Small Diameter Bomb (Inert Fuze) is 
functionally identical to a live tactical 
weapon except that the live warhead is re-
placed with an inert fill. 

5. The GBU–53 Small Diameter Bomb-In-
crement II (SDB–II) All-Up-Round (AUR) is a 
250-pound class precision-guided, semi-
autonomous, conventional, air-to-ground 
munition used to defeat targets through ad-
verse weather. The SDB–II has deployable 
wings and fins and uses Global Positioning 
System/Inertial Navigation System (GPS/ 
INS) guidance, network-enabled datalink 
(Link-16 and UHF), and a multi-mode seeker 
(millimeter wave radar, imaging infrared, 
semi-active laser) to autonomously search, 
acquire, track, and defeat a variety of mov-
ing or stationary targets, at standoff range 
in a variety of attack modes. The SDB–II 
employs a multieffects warhead (blast, frag-
mentation, and shaped-charge) for maximum 
lethality against armored and soft targets. 
The SDB–II weapon system consists of the 
tactical AUR weapon, a 4-place common car-
riage system, and mission planning system 
munitions application program (MAP). 

a. The SDB–II Practical Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Trainer (PEST) is an Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training unit 
with sections and internal subassemblies 
which are identical to, or correlate to, the 
external hardware, sections and internal sub-
assemblies of the tactical AUR. The PEST 
does not contain energetics, a live fuze, any 
sensitive components, or hazardous material. 
It is not flight certified. 

b. The SDB–II Weapon Load Crew Trainer 
(WLCT) is a mass mockup of the tactical 
AUR used for load crew and maintenance 
training. It does not contain energetics, a 
live fuze, any sensitive components, or haz-
ardous material. It is not flight certified. 

6. The FMU–139 Joint Programmable Fuze 
(JPF) is a multi-delay, multi-arm and prox-
imity sensor compatible with general pur-
pose blast, frag and hardened-target pene-
trator weapons. The JPF settings are cock-
pit selectable in flight when used with nu-
merous precision-guided weapons. 

7. Common Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/ 
Reprogramming Equipment (CMIBRE) is 
support equipment used to interface with 
weapon systems to initiate and report BIT 
results, and upload/download flight software. 
CMBRE supports multiple munitions plat-
forms with a range of applications that per-
form preflight checks, periodic maintenance 
checks, loading of Operational Flight Pro-
gram (OFP) data, loading of munitions mis-
sion planning data, loading of Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) cryptographic keys, 
and declassification of munitions-memory. 

8. The ADU–891 Adapter Group Test Set 
provides the physical and electrical interface 

between the Common Munitions Built-in- 
Test Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE) 
and the missile. 

9. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

10. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

11. A determination has been made that 
the Republic of Korea can provide substan-
tially the same degree of protection for the 
sensitive technology being released as the 
U.S. Government. This sale is necessary in 
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and 
national security objectives outlined in the 
Policy Justification. 

12. All defense articles and services listed 
in this transmittal have been authorized for 
release and export to the Republic of Korea. 

f 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
RICHMOND 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I rise 
today to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the incorporation of Rich-
mond, ME. As community events 
throughout this bicentennial year dem-
onstrate, Richmond has a fascinating 
history that exemplifies the deter-
mination and ingenuity that defines 
the State of Maine. 

For thousands of years, the woods 
and waters where the Kennebec River 
meets the sea at Merrymeeting Bay 
sustained the Abenaki people. In 1605, 
the explorers Samuel de Champlain 
and George Weymouth led the first Eu-
ropean expeditions to the area. In the 
decades following a land purchase from 
the Tribes in 1649, the first English set-
tlers established farms, grain and lum-
ber mills, a trading post, and, in 1719, 
Fort Richmond. Originally part of the 
town of Bowdoinham, a community 
named for the fort grew and prospered 
on land granted to Revolutionary War 
veteran John Plummer, and Richmond 
incorporated as a separate town in 1823. 

The Kennebec River flows through 
Richmond’s history. With vast lumber 
supplies and nearby ocean access, the 
town became a key center for the sea-
faring trade and shipbuilding in early 
America. An estimated 200 ships were 
built in Richmond during the days of 
sail, about half of them by Thomas Jef-
ferson Southard. Known as ‘‘the father 
of Richmond village,’’ Southard rose 
from blacksmith apprentice to master 
shipbuilder and property developer, and 
his memory lives on in the stunning ar-
chitecture that distinguishes the town 
today. 

Throughout the 19th century and 
well into the 20th, Richmond also was 
a center for the ice trade, sending mas-
sive blocks of pure frozen Kennebec 
water all over the world. Before the in-
vention of powered refrigeration, some 
50 huge ice houses, some as big as 10 
football fields and up to 7 stories high, 
operated on the Richmond riverfront. 
Every winter, up to 4,000 workers would 
come to town for the 2-month ice har-
vest season. 

An important thread that runs 
through Richmond’s story is the love 
of liberty. Throughout American his-
tory, patriots from the town have 
stepped forward to defend freedom. 
During the Cold War, Richmond was 
home to as many as 500 Russian, 
Ukrainian, Polish, and Belorussian im-
migrants who sought refuge from Com-
munist oppression in a place where the 
countryside reminded them of their 
homeland. The St. Alexander Nevsky 
Church, with its pale blue onion dome, 
is the only Russian Orthodox Church in 
Maine. 

From the Fire and Ice Festival in 
winter, to Richmond Days in summer, 
townspeople love to get together to cel-
ebrate their heritage. The last Satur-
day in June is observed statewide as 
R.B. Hall Day in honor of Maine’s 
world-renowned composer of marches 
and band music, and the day has spe-
cial significance for Richmond. Born in 
neighboring Bowdoinham in 1858, Rob-
ert Browne Hall lived in Richmond, 
began his career as soloist and leader 
of the Richmond Cornet Band, and is 
buried in the town’s Evergreen Ceme-
tery. 

Today, visitors and residents alike 
enjoy Richmond’s smalltown charm, 
beautiful historic buildings, and excit-
ing outdoor recreation opportunities. 
The energy that so many have devoted 
to this year’s exciting bicentennial 
celebration is but one example of the 
spirit that has guided the town from 
its founding to today. For two cen-
turies, the people of Richmond, ME, 
have worked together, cared for one 
another, and built a great community. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOOD 
BANK OF NORTHERN NEVADA 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
today I rise to recognize the 40th anni-
versary of the Food Bank of Northern 
Nevada and the important place this 
institution occupies in our great State. 
The Food Bank of Northern Nevada 
serves the northern Nevada region 
through a network of over 150 organiza-
tions dedicated to helping families in 
need. In their 40 years, they have 
grown from a small pantry serving 
their community, to a large regional 
leader in the fight against food insecu-
rity. In 2022, the Food Bank of North-
ern Nevada provided over 19 million 
meals. 

The Food Bank of Northern Nevada 
is a proud member of the Feeding 
America network, which includes more 
than 200 food banks nationwide. Their 
collaborative and innovative solutions 
to addressing food insecurity in north-
ern Nevada are vital to the health of 
communities across our State. The 
Food Bank delivers tens of millions of 
nutritious meals to families annually. 
Every month, they serve over 140,000 
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