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mater, the University of Mississippi.
Military Times, a publication that pro-
vides news and resources related to our
military services, recently highlighted
the ways Ole Miss honors our Nation’s
veterans. It placed Ole Miss in promi-
nent positions on its ‘“Best for Vets”
lists, ranking it as the top South-
eastern Conference—SEC—school and
fifth-best university in the Nation. The
Best for Vets list is the largest and
most comprehensive ranking of schools
for military servicemembers and vet-
erans. It is compiled from a survey of
326 higher education institutions
around the Nation, gathering informa-
tion on their resources, opportunities,
and success rates for veteran students.

The University of Mississippi is com-
mitted to student veterans and our Na-
tion’s military. The university estab-
lished its first student veteran organi-
zation in 1920, following World War I.
Over 1,900 Ole Miss students—more
than 10 percent of the student body—
have military service connections or
are veterans. Ole Miss provides focused
and dedicated support resources for
veterans on campus, including the Of-
fice of Veteran and Military Services,
which sits in the George Street House
at the heart of campus. This office was
opened in 2013 to support Global War
on Terror veterans, and it has become
a critical stop for student veterans. It
helps them access G.I. Bill and Vet-
erans Affairs benefits, study resources,
and scholarship applications.

Ole Miss has set the standard for vet-
eran healthcare support. It created the
Veteran Treatment Team to allow stu-
dent veterans to access healthcare di-
rectly on campus. Now, these students
do not have to commute to full-scale
Veterans Affairs clinics and medical
centers for routine treatments. Profes-
sionals at the wuniversity’s mental
health clinics are trained in specific
military-related mental health issues
and lead peer support group meetings
and workshops for veterans. This re-
duces the load on the Veterans Affairs
system and supports deeper veteran in-
tegration into the student body. The
university even added a staff counselor
focused on veterans and active military
issues, bringing mental health re-
sources directly to student veterans.

I commend the Military Times for
recognizing and honoring Ole Miss’
good work. I am certain that the uni-
versity will continue these efforts in
the years to come, seeing and sup-
porting the needs of student veterans
from this new generation of military
servicemembers.®

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

TEXT OF AN AGREEMENT FOR CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF THE PHILIPPINES CON-
CERNING PEACEFUL USES OF
NUCLEAR ENERGY—PM 32

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to subsections 123 b.
and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d))
(the ‘“‘Act”), the text of an Agreement
for Cooperation between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of
the Philippines Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agree-
ment’’).

I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and
determination concerning the Agree-
ment and an unclassified Nuclear Pro-
liferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Agreement. In
accordance with section 123 of the Act,
a classified annex to the NPAS, pre-
pared by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Director of National
Intelligence, summarizing relevant
classified information, will be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. The
joint memorandum submitted to me by
the Secretaries of State and Energy
and a letter from the Chair of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission stating
the views of the Commission are also
enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS
containing a comprehensive analysis of
the export control system of the Re-
public of the Philippines with respect
to nuclear-related matters, including
interactions with other countries of
proliferation concern and the actual or
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries,
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C.
3024(w)), is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The Agreement has been negotiated
in accordance with the Act and other
applicable law. In my judgment, it
meets all applicable statutory require-
ments and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States of Amer-
ica.
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The Agreement contains all of the
provisions required by subsection 123 a.
of the Act. It provides a comprehensive
framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with the Republic of the
Philippines based on a mutual commit-
ment to nuclear nonproliferation. It
would permit the transfer of material,
equipment (including reactors), compo-
nents, and information for peaceful nu-
clear purposes. It would not permit the
transfer of Restricted Data or sensitive
nuclear technology. Any special fis-
sionable material transferred could
only be in the form of low enriched
uranium, with the exception of small
quantities of material for use as sam-
ples, standards, detectors, or targets,
or for such other purposes as the par-
ties may agree.

Through the Agreement, the Repub-
lic of the Philippines would affirm its
intent to rely on existing international
markets for nuclear fuel services rath-
er than acquiring sensitive nuclear
technology (i.e., for enrichment and re-
processing), and the United States
would affirm its intent to support the
supply of reactors, material, and equip-
ment in order to ensure a reliable sup-
ply of low enriched uranium fuel to the
Republic of the Philippines.

The Agreement has a term of 30
years, although it can be terminated
by either party upon providing 1 year’s
advance written notice. In the event of
termination or expiration of the Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls will continue in effect as
long as any material, equipment, or
components subject to the Agreement
remain in the territory of the party
concerned or under its jurisdiction or
control anywhere, or until such time as
the parties agree that such material,
equipment, or components are no
longer usable for any nuclear activity
relevant from the point of view of safe-
guards.

The Republic of the Philippines has
an excellent track record on non-
proliferation and has consistently reit-
erated its commitment to nonprolifera-
tion. Through its constitution, the Re-
public of the Philippines has adopted
and pursued a policy of freedom from
nuclear weapons in its territory. It is a
party to the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons and has
concluded a Comprehensive Safeguards
Agreement and Additional Protocol
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. The Republic of the Phil-
ippines was also among the early spon-
sors of and is a State Party to the
Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone. A more detailed
discussion of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’ domestic civil nuclear activi-
ties and its nuclear nonproliferation
policies and practices is provided in the
NPAS and its classified annex.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
Agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will
not constitute an unreasonable risk to,



S5692

the common defense and security. Ac-
cordingly, I have approved the Agree-
ment and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favor-
able consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sub-
sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin
immediately consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as provided in subsection 123 b.
Upon completion of the 30 days of con-
tinuous session review provided for in
subsection 123 b., the 60 days of contin-
uous session review provided for in sub-
section 123 d. shall commence.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 30, 2023.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 2219. A Dbill to amend the Congressional
Accountability Act of 1995 to expand access
to breastfeeding accommodations in the
workplace (Rept. No. 118-115).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

S. 1332. A bill to require the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to revise the Standard
Occupational Classification system to estab-
lish a separate code for direct support profes-
sionals, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
118-116).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

S. 2256. A Dbill to authorize the Director of
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency to establish an apprenticeship
program and to establish a pilot program on
cybersecurity training for veterans and
members of the Armed Forces transitioning
to civilian life, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 118-117).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 2283. A bill to prohibit the procurement
of certain items containing perfluorooctane
sulfonate (PFOS) or perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA) and prioritize the procurement of
products not containing PFAS (Rept. No.
118-118).

S. 2291. A Dbill to establish the Northern
Border Coordination Center, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 118-119).

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. DURBIN for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Eumi K. Lee, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of California.

Mustafa Taher Kasubhai, of Oregon, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Oregon.

Seth Robert Aframe, of New Hampshire, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the First
Circuit.
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Edward Sunyol Kiel, of New Jersey, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of New Jersey.

Sarah French Russell, of Connecticut, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut.

Christopher Charles Fonzone, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be an Assistant Attorney General.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 3364. A bill to amend the SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Act to authorize
the use of certain grants to prevent suicide
or overdose by children, adolescents, and
young adults, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 3365. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that low alcohol
by volume kombucha is exempt from any ex-
cise taxes and any regulations under chapter
53 of such Code which are imposed on alco-
holic beverages; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAMER, and Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH):

S. 3366. A bill to require the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Corps of Engi-
neers to use a certain definition for the term
‘“‘prior converted cropland’’, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. WELCH,
Ms. SMITH, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 3367. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate tax loopholes
that allow billionaires to defer tax indefi-
nitely through planning strategies such as
‘“‘buy, borrow, die’’, to modify over 30 tax
provisions so that billionaires are required
to pay taxes annually, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 3368. A bill to promote United States-
Mongolia trade by authorizing duty-free
treatment for certain imports from Mon-
golia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
KiNG, Mr. KELLY, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 3369. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to restrict the possession of cer-
tain firearms, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 3370. A bill to reauthorize the program
on prenatal and postnatal health of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr.
BRAUN):

S. 3371. A bill to combat illegal deforest-
ation by prohibiting the importation of prod-
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ucts made wholly or in part of certain com-
modities produced on land undergoing illegal
deforestation, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 3372. A bill to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to prohibit
the use of authorities under such Act to sur-
veil United States persons and to prohibit
the use of information acquired under such
Act in any criminal, civil, or administrative
proceeding or as part of any criminal, civil,
or administrative investigation; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and Mr.
FETTERMAN):

S. 3373. A bill to require the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to extend the
time period during which licensees are re-
quired to commence construction of certain
hydropower projects; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr.
BUDD):

S. 3374. A bill to waive General Schedule
qualification standards related to work expe-
rience for nurses at military medical treat-
ment facilities, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 3375. A bill to establish a program so
that business concerns owned and controlled
by socially and economically disadvantaged
individuals may achieve proficiency to com-
pete, on an equal basis, for contracts and
subcontracts in Department of Transpor-
tation projects, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
VANCE):

S. 3376. A bill to provide for the liquidation
or reliquidation of certain entries of steel
and aluminum products retroactively ap-
proved for exclusion from certain duties dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
WARNOCK):

S. 3377. A Dbill to provide for disadvantaged
business enterprise supportive services pro-
grams at modal administrations of the De-
partment of Transportation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WELCH:

S. 3378. A bill to amend the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to improve
the Rural Energy for America Program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. WELCH):

S. 3379. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to direct the Secretary of
Education to issue guidance and rec-
ommendations for institutions of higher edu-
cation on removing criminal and juvenile
justice questions from their application for
admissions process; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. SMITH, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. WELCH, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. BOOKER, and Ms. WAR-
REN):

S. 3380. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to establish an Office of Prison
Education, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
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