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Black Americans or demonizing the
immigrant. Whether it comes from the
left or from the right, anti-Semitism is
an evil that must be condemned.

So, as I said yesterday, Americans
ask, how can we help combat that? As
I said yesterday, my plea to the Amer-
ican people of all creeds and back-
grounds is this:

First, learn the history of the Jewish
people, who have been abandoned re-
peatedly by their fellow countrymen—
left isolated and alone to combat anti-
Semitism, with disastrous results. I
talked about this issue at some length
in the speech I gave yesterday, and I
would urge all Americans to read it.

Second, reject the illogical and dou-
ble standard that is once again being
applied to the plight of Jewish victims
and hostages, to some of the actions of
the Israeli Government, and even to
the existence of a Jewish State. The
glaring double standard where so many
support nationhood for so many other
peoples but not for the Jews must be
condemned.

Third, understand why Jewish people
defend Israel—mnot because we wish
harm on Palestinians but because we
fear a world where Israel is forced to
tolerate the existence of groups like
Hamas that want to wipe out all Jew-
ish people from the planet. We fear a
world where Israel—the place of refuge
for Jewish people—will no longer exist.
If there is no Israel, there will be no
place for the Jewish people to go when
they are persecuted in other countries.

I want to thank my colleagues for
taking the time to listen, not just to
my remarks yesterday but to all Jew-
ish Americans speaking out against the
rise of anti-Semitism.

I would like to thank the Republican
leader for his gracious words after my
remarks and the so many Members in
this Chamber, Democrat and Repub-
lican, who made comments to me that
they so respected my speech. Many
said it had to be given. I agree with
that.

Both parties have an obligation to
work together to eliminate the poison
of anti-Semitism and all forms of intol-
erance wherever we see it, regardless of
who says it. I hope we can continue
working together in this Chamber to
advance that very noble goal.

SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING

Mr. President, now on the supple-
mental, talks on finding a way to pass
a much needed national security sup-
plemental package continue here in
the Senate.

In our supplemental, we must deliver
aid to Israel, aid to Ukraine, humani-
tarian assistance to innocent civilians
in Gaza, and fund military capabilities
in the Indo-Pacific. All these national
security issues are related and should
move together.

Yesterday, I spoke directly to both
Leader MCCONNELL and Speaker JOHN-
SON and made clear that if Republicans
don’t work with us in a bipartisan way
on the border, passing a supplemental
is going to be very difficult.
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I was deeply troubled by reports yes-
terday that Speaker JOHNSON joined
Senate Republicans and made a push to
inject more H.R. 2 provisions into the
Senate supplemental. That is precisely
the kind of thing that undermines the
entire supplemental, including aid to
Israel, aid to Ukraine, and humani-
tarian aid to Gaza.

We all know the border is a problem
that we should deal with, but it is not
related to Ukraine or to Israel or to
the Indo-Pacific. It has been put in
there by Republicans, and that means
there is an onus on them to make sure
it is bipartisan.

Democrats are willing to work with
Republicans on commonsense, realistic
border security, but we can’t have the
hard right essentially say it is H.R. 2 or
nothing. If Speaker JOHNSON or, for
that matter, the negotiators feel they
have to listen to what JOHNSON can
pass just among his caucus, we will
never get anything done. Democratic
votes are going to be needed in the
House to pass this legislation. We all
know that. So this “H.R. 2 or nothing”’
or something close to “H.R. 2 or noth-
ing”’ is a proposal that could not pass
the Senate or the House.

Democrats—the solution for passing
the supplemental is bipartisan com-
promise, and we have shown that we
are willing to do it. The wrong answer
is to let Ukraine aid, let Israel aid, let
aid to civilians in Gaza all get bungled
because the hard right wanted H.R. 2 or
something close to it.

I urge my Republican colleagues not
to let that happen because at the end
of the day, what is holding this up is
not the issues of Israel, Ukraine, hu-
manitarian aid, or the Indo-Pacific; it
is border, and that was injected by our
Republican colleagues. Please, they
should work with us to fix it in a bipar-
tisan way or we won’t get anything
done.

MILITARY PROMOTIONS

Mr. President, on Senator
TUBERVILLE, anger is reaching a boiling
point in the Senate over the immense
damage Senator TUBERVILLE has done
to our military by holding up hundreds
of critical military nominations. Soon,
we will act to bring these holds to an
end.

A few weeks ago, the Rules Com-
mittee passed a resolution that would
enable the Senate to quickly confirm
all the nominees currently on hold.
The resolution is carefully tailored to
solve the current impasse.

Now it sounds like Senator
TUBERVILLE has told Republicans he is
trying to find a way out of the mess he
has created, although he has not yet
provided many details. We are willing
to give our Republican colleagues a
chance to solve this problem on their
own. But let me be clear: If Repub-
licans are not able to get Senator
TUBERVILLE to stand down quickly, we
are going to hold a vote on our resolu-
tion to confirm these nominees before
we leave this year. These reckless mili-
tary holds must come to an end.
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JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. President, on nominations, today
on the floor, the Senate will proceed
with the nominations of two extraor-
dinary judicial nominees. We will first
confirm Shanlyn Park to serve as a dis-
trict judge for the District of Hawaii.
Once confirmed, Judge Park will be-
come the only Native Hawaiian woman
on the Federal bench.

Later this afternoon, we will move
forward with the nomination of Irma
Ramirez to serve as a circuit judge for
the Fifth Circuit. Judge Ramirez is an
accomplished and well-respected liti-
gator who would bring over 30 years of
legal experience to the Fifth Circuit. If
confirmed, Judge Ramirez will be the
first Latina to serve on the Fifth Cir-
cuit and the only active Latino judge
on the court.

I will enthusiastically support both
nominees today, and this Senate ma-
jority will continue to prioritize judges
moving forward.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Mr. President, on AI and our insight
forums, yesterday, the Senate held our
seventh bipartisan AI Insight Forum.
We had an enlightening and inform-
ative discussion, and I want to thank
my Senate colleagues who stopped by
to listen and learn from the experts.

Our discussion focused on a few of
the most critical issues we face with
AI: transparency, explainability, intel-
lectual property, and copyright. We
had a consensus on a few important
points: We must create and enforce
protections for creators to maintain
their identities in the age of AI. We
must protect American companies’ IP
and make sure America sets the inter-
national standard for IP. We must
make sure Al systems are transparent
and that the public can understand
why AI systems produce the answers
they do. And we must do all this while
continuing to prioritize our North Star
when it comes to AI: innovation.

Thanks again to Senators ROUNDS,
YouNG, and HEINRICH for helping orga-
nize these AI Insight Forums.

U.S. SUPREME COURT

Mr. President, on the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s actions today, the words
etched on the front of the Supreme
Court read ‘‘Equal Justice Under Law.”
But when ultrarich ideologues can use
their wealth to potentially leapfrog to
the front of the line of justice, the
promise of equal justice is violated,
and the result is a crisis of confidence
in the integrity of our courts.

So, today, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee is taking an important step to
restore Americans’ confidence in the
Supreme Court by voting to authorize
subpoenas to Harlan Crow and Leonard
Leo, who have both used their power
and wealth to gain undisclosed access
to Supreme Court Justices.

I support the Judiciary Committee’s
vote to authorize these subpoenas be-
cause, frankly, the American people
are tired of seeing reports of Supreme
Court Justices accepting lavish gifts
and vacations from billionaires and
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MAGA extremists. And then these
same Justices turn around and gut af-
firmative action, block student debt
relief for millions of Americans,
greenlight discrimination against the
LGBTQ community, and so much else.
The hypocrisy is undeniable, and the
American people see right through it.
These very same billionaires who are
pushing cases through the Court hav-
ing the ability to travel on jets and go
to resorts and buy them gifts is just
outrageous.

So, today, Senate Democrats are tak-
ing action to look under the hood and
make sure we increase transparency,
which these subpoenas would do.

Once again, I support the Senate Ju-
diciary’s vote to authorize these sub-
poenas. I thank Chairman DURBIN and
my colleagues on the committee for
their work.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
REMEMBERING HENRY A. KISSINGER

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
past hundred years have seen few, if
any, strategic thinkers shape world
events as profoundly as Henry Kis-
singer. Few academics have had such
deep experience in the practice of for-
eign policy. Few political appointees
have had such bureaucratic savvy. Few
senior government officials have car-
ried such intellectual heft.

Who else could claim to have advised
more than one-fourth of all U.S. Presi-
dents, to have taken a seat across from
every Chinese head of state since
Chairman Mao?

Yesterday marked the end of the ex-
traordinary Kissinger century.

If you consider just the early chap-
ters of this remarkable life, you might
expect Henry Kissinger to be the quin-
tessential idealist. But by the age of 30,
he had escaped Nazi brutality for
America, returned home a decorated
veteran of the campaign to defeat Hit-
ler, and launched a successful career as
an Ivy League academic.

Of course, instead of an idealist, this
made-for-Hollywood origin story pro-
duced one of the world’s staunchest re-
alists. The Kissinger calculus was
grounded in pragmatic assessments of
national interest, the use of military
force, and diplomatic compromise; and,
by extension, so were decades of Amer-
ican foreign policy.

Several years ago, one particularly
apt assessment of Henry Kissinger’s
legacy pointed out that he didn’t be-
lieve ‘‘the arc of history makes house
calls.” In other words, if the free world
waits passively for its noble convic-
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tions to be vindicated, we will be wait-
ing quite a while.

Instead, Henry Kissinger knew that
the organizing principle for American
strategy must be American interests,
and he left no room for wondering what
this approach looked like in practice.
His careful negotiations ushered in a
period of detente with America’s great-
est 20th century rival, and his bold di-
plomacy opened the door to a relation-
ship with China that rebalanced Cold
War dynamics in America’s favor.

Of course, the enduring relevance of
Dr. Kissinger’s work is due in no small
part to his prolific participation in
public discourse on foreign policy and
grand strategy, up until the very end.
The author of 21 books confounded
scholars half his age with the pace and
the volume of his brilliant scholarship
on topics ranging from the history of
diplomacy to artificial intelligence.

In perhaps the truest expression of
both his intellectual horsepower and
understanding of power, he remains the
only American statesman to have
served as Secretary of State and Na-
tional Security Advisor at the very
same time.

Today, the world Henry Kissinger
leaves behind bears his indelible mark.
The Nation he served—the global su-
perpower he helped create—owes him
our gratitude.

Elaine and I, along with so many of
Dr. Kissinger’s friends in the Senate,
send our condolences to his wife Nancy,
his children David and Elizabeth, and
to the entire Kissinger family as they
mourn a great American.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. President, now, on another mat-
ter, a good way to size up leaders at
home and abroad is to look at how they
treat borders.

Good leaders recognize sovereignty
as the bedrock of national security. As
a result, peaceful nations both respect
the inviolability of other nations’ bor-
ders as well as vigorously defend their
own.

The world is awash in examples of
this fundamental reality. Putin has
spent years trampling the sovereignty
of his European neighbors. But the peo-
ple of Ukraine are enduring occupation
and torture and giving their lives to re-
store their homeland’s lawful borders.

Iran’s network of proxies violates the
sovereignty of Israel and its Arab
neighbors with horrific terrorist
bloodlust. But the people of Israel re-
spond with unwavering resolve to re-
store security.

President Xi is pouring unprece-
dented investments into Chinese mili-
tary power with the express purpose of
shattering a sovereign democracy and
undermining regional order, but Tai-
wan and America’s other Asian part-
ners are steeling themselves to deter
aggression.

The United States has a direct inter-
est in helping our friends maintain
their sovereignty—from Europe to the
Middle East and the Indo-Pacific. Ac-
cording to a survey published just
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today by the Reagan Institute, that is
exactly how overwhelming majorities
in this country see it.

By this latest account, 65 percent of
Americans support U.S. assistance to
Taiwan, 67 percent support assistance
to Ukraine, and 71 percent support as-
sistance to Israel. In other words, a full
two-thirds of the country recognizes
the scope of America’s interests and re-
sponsibilities as a global superpower.

At the same time, vast majorities
continue to affirm that national secu-
rity begins at home. Recent polling
shows that even a majority of Demo-
crats say that they are at least very
concerned about the state of American
border security on President Biden’s
watch.

Over 9,000 illegal aliens arrive at our
Nation’s southern border every day.
And thanks to a profoundly broken
system of asylum and parole, they
know that the vast majority will be
waved on through to settle in the inte-
rior. The consequences of this crisis
touch every corner of our country. The
overwhelming task facing Border Pa-
trol personnel is drawing Federal law
enforcement personnel off of other im-
portant missions to help contend with
the surging arrivals at ports of entry.

As the senior Senator from Missouri
revealed yesterday, some officers
charged with protecting Federal build-
ings are being sent instead to ferry ille-
gal aliens to and from the hospital. The
vast stretches of border in between are
seeing massive flows of lethal drugs
like fentanyl on their way to poisoning
Americans in States across the inte-
rior.

Across the country, even progressive
mayors of self-described ‘‘sanctuary
cities” are at wit’s end contending
with the human wave heading north.

The Biden administration’s failure to
secure our southern border is an em-
barrassing and dangerous policy fail-
ure. Here in the Senate, Democrats are
making an embarrassing misjudgment
of their own. The Democratic leader
would like us to believe that the de-
fense of sovereign borders is an urgent
and noble cause when it takes place
overseas but an ‘‘extraneous’ distrac-
tion here at home. Some of our col-
leagues apparently think America can
profess to stand for the rule of law
without enforcing it on our own soil.

The Senate has 2 weeks—2 weeks—to
pass supplemental legislation to meet
urgent mnational security priorities.
That means time is running out for our
Democratic colleagues to recognize
that national security begins here at
home.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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