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have to pass the Child Care Stabiliza-
tion Act now to protect it and to pro-
tect our families.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President,
across the country, parents and care-
givers are bending over backward to
try to get their children in early edu-
cation. They are paying tens of thou-
sands of dollars out of pocket, relying
on family, friends, and neighbors, or
are simply giving up work or their own
educations because they can’t find a
childcare program with an opening. At
the same time, overworked and under-
paid providers are struggling to prop
up childcare programs, burning them-
selves out, and leaving empty, shut-
tered classrooms behind them.

The system is broken, and if we leave
it broken, we are failing multiple gen-
erations of people who are relying upon
us to fix it—to fix the broken system.

As Marian Wright Edelman said, in-
vesting in children is not a national
luxury or a national choice; it is a na-
tional necessity—a national necessity
for our future.

If we want the 21st century to be bet-
ter than the 20th century, we don’t
have a choice—it is a necessity.

When the pandemic began, Congress
stepped up and provided the largest
ever onetime investment in the
childcare sector through the American
Rescue Plan, and it worked. In Massa-
chusetts, childcare providers received
higher pay; programs stayed safe and
open in more places and for more hours
through the day. We kept classrooms
open and prevented families from try-
ing to decide how to continue working
and finding a safe place for their chil-
dren to learn, to grow, and to thrive.

But the pandemic-era money is dry-
ing up, and those cracks that ruptured
in 2020 were from years of underinvest-
ment long before we had ever heard of
COVID-19. If we fail to maintain this
investment—if we fail 3.2 million chil-
dren who would lose their care and the
232,000 childcare workers who would
lose their jobs—then it would be a trag-
edy for our country. It would ulti-
mately be an economic catastrophe for
our country that we did not invest in
those children in the same way that we
were invested in by preceding genera-
tions.

One of the reasons that they called
an earlier generation the ‘‘greatest
generation,” they weren’t as wealthy
as us, but they were wiser than us.
They knew that every child had to be
invested in. And that is why we are the
country that we are today.

The challenge for this generation is,
are we as wise as preceding genera-
tions? Do we understand that it is only
out of selfishness that we would not
make the same decision that those ear-
lier generations made in children to
whom they were not related either,
who did not come from the same ethnic
group as they did either, but they did it
because it would help our country?
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I am so proud that Massachusetts is
a leader in childcare. State-level in-
vestments have saved almost 1,000 pro-
grams and 18,000 seats across the State
from closure. But we can’t expect
States to keep plugging the holes of a
failing system. We can’t keep letting
early educators and childcare providers
bear the weight of underinvestment.
We can’t let generations of families fall
behind because of a broken system.
And we cannot let our childcare sys-
tem—and all of the children, all of the
families, all of the workers and pro-
viders in it—fall off a cliff because
there isn’t enough funding for the chil-
dren in our country to get the care
that they need.

We need to give States the financial
freedom to invest, to improve quality,
to reduce costs, and to expand access.
We need to guarantee children and
families have high-quality childcare.
We need a national, permanent solu-
tion to the childcare crisis.

If we want kids to thrive when they
start school, if we want families to
move out of poverty, we need to fund
stabilization, support children and
families, and build a childcare system
that works.

So I thank Senator MURRAY for her
great historic leadership on this issue,
for fighting for all of those children in
our country to make sure they get the
help that they deserve, because they
are the ones who are going to make
America better in the 21st century.

Young people are only 20 percent of
our population, but they are 100 per-
cent of our future. That is all Senator
MURRAY is talking about. Let us invest
in them in the same way that we were
invested in by previous generations.

NOMINATION OF JAMEL SEMPER

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
Jamel Semper to the U.S. District
Court for the District of New Jersey.

Mr. Semper attended Hampton Uni-
versity and Rutgers Law School before
clerking for Judge Harold Fullilove on
the HEssex County Superior Court of
New Jersey. He then spent 10 years as
a state prosecutor in both the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office,
where he prosecuted a range of crimi-
nal offenses, including sexual assault,
firearms offenses, fraud, and murder.
During this time, he was also the lead
prosecutor in a domestic terrorism and
murder case that involved the first
prosecution of a homicide under New
Jersey’s domestic terrorism statute. In
2018, Mr. Semper joined the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the District of New Jer-
sey. He now serves as deputy chief of
the office’s criminal division and is re-
sponsible for implementation of the of-
fice’s violent crime reduction strategy.
Mr. Semper is a highly experienced lit-
igator, having tried at least 40 cases to
verdict, including both jury and bench
trials.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Mr. Semper ‘“well quali-
fied”’ to serve on the district court, and
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the New Jersey Senators strongly sup-
port his nomination.

Mr. Semper’s deep ties to New Jersey
and proven dedication to equal justice
will make him an asset to the district
court. I will vote in favor of his nomi-
nation, and I urge my colleagues to do
the same.

Mr. MARKEY. With that, I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from Wash-
ington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that all time
be yielded back, and that the scheduled
vote begin immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON SEMPER NOMINATION

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Semper nomi-
nation?

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ).

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 322 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Hassan Peters
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Sanders
Brown Kelly Schatz
Butler Kennedy Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Fetterman Murray Welch
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Graham Padilla Wyden

NAYS—44
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Britt Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Budd Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Lankford Scott (SC)
Cassidy Lee Sullivan
Cornyn Lummis Thune
Cotton Marshall N

Tillis

Cramer McConnell .
Crapo Moran Tuberville
Daines Mullin Vance
Ernst Paul Wicker
Fischer Ricketts Young

NOT VOTING—2

Hickenlooper

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OsSOFF). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

Cruz
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The clerk will report the motion to
invoke cloture.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 377,
Shanlyn A.S. Park, of Hawaii, to be United
States District Judge for the District of Ha-
wall.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Tina Smith, Alex Padilla, Jack Reed,
Patty Murray, Christopher A. Coons,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Peter Welch, Richard Blumenthal,
Jeanne Shaheen, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Chris Van Hollen, Brian Schatz,
John W. Hickenlooper, Robert P.
Casey, Jr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Shanlyn A.S. Park, of Hawaii, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Hawaii, shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZz) and the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 323 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Butler King Shaheen
gan;yvell Elgpuchar Sinema
ardin ujan Smith

Carper Manchin Stabenow
Casey Markey

. Tester
Collins Menendez
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Fetterman Ossoff Welch
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Graham Peters Wyden

NAYS—44

Barrasso Cramer Kennedy
Blackburn Crapo Lankford
Boozman Daines Lee
Braun Ernst Lummis
Britt Fischer Marshall
Budd Grassley McConnell
Capito Hagerty Moran
Cassidy Hoeven Mullin
Cornyn Hyde-Smith Paul
Cotton Johnson Ricketts
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Risch Scott (FL) Tuberville
Romney Scott (SC) Vance
Rounds Sullivan Wicker
Rubio Thune Young
Schmitt Tillis

NOT VOTING—3
Cruz Hawley Hickenlooper

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAs-
SAN). On this vote, the yeas are 53, the
nays are 44.

The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Shanlyn A.S. Park, of Ha-
waii, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Hawaii.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

The

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate consider the following nominations
en bloc: Calendar Nos. 143, 220, 272, and
274; that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nations en bloc without intervening ac-
tion or debate; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table; and that the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of Ann Marie Yastishock, of
Pennsylvania, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Inde-
pendent State of Papua New Guinea,
and to serve concurrently and without
additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Solomon Islands and
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Vanuatu;
Heather Roach Variava, of Iowa, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Lao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic; Vernelle Trim
FitzPatrick, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Gabonese Republic; and Kara C.
McDonald, of Virginia, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Lithuania?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
BUDGETARY REVISIONS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, H.R. 6363, a continuing resolution
to avoid a shutdown, was enacted into
law this month. Division B of the bill
contains several authorizing provi-
sions, such as a 1-year extension of the
farm bill and a 2-month extension of
Federal funding for community health
centers that are paid for over 10 years.
Section 121(c) of the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act of 2023 contains a reserve
fund that authorizes the Budget Com-
mittee chairman to revise budget ag-
gregates, committee allocations, and
the pay-as-you-go ledger for legislation
that would not increase the deficit over
the period of fiscal years 2024 to 2033.
Division B of H.R. 6363 meets the condi-
tions of that reserve fund. However,
the legislation directs that these budg-
etary effects are not to be entered on
the PAYGO scorecard. As such, I am
revising only the budget aggregates
and committee allocations to accom-
modate H.R. 6363.

I previously revised the pay-as-you-
go ledger for H.R. 5860, the September
continuing resolution. As the legisla-
tion has now been signed into law and
directs that its budgetary effects are
not to be entered on the PAYGO score-
card, I am reversing the PAYGO ad-
justment I made in October.

I ask unanimous consent that the ac-
companying tables, which provide de-
tails about the adjustment, be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SCORECARD FOR THE SENATE
(Pursuant to Section 121(c) of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023)
($ in billions)

Balances

Current Balances:
Fiscal Year 2024
Fiscal Years 2024-2028
Fiscal Years 2024-2033

Revisions:

Fiscal Year 2024
Fiscal Years 2024-2028
Fiscal Years 2024-2033

Revised Balances:
Fiscal Year 2024
Fiscal Years 2024-2028
Fiscal Years 2024-2033

REVISIONS TO BUDGET AGGREGATES—BUDGET
AUTHORITY AND OUTLAYS
(Pursuant to Section 121(c) of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023)
(§ in billions)

2024

Current Spending Aggregates:

Budget Authority 4,957.066
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