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RECOGNIZING ROYAL THEATERS 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, Idaho 
small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy and the lifeblood of our 
communities, but rising costs and in-
flation have brought increased chal-
lenges to Main Street establishments 
across our state. This holiday season, I 
am proud to relaunch Support Local 
Gems All Season Long, a holiday re-
vival of the statewide Support Local 
Gems initiative, which encourages Ida-
hoans to do their holiday shopping at 
the small businesses that make the 
Gem State special. As a member and 
former chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, I am pleased to honor 
Royal Theaters as one of Idaho’s Local 
Gems. 

With two locations in Idaho Falls and 
one in Blackfoot, Royal Theaters is be-
loved by southeast Idaho’s moviegoers. 
Kent and Ingrid Lott purchased the 
Centre Theater, originally a 1913 
Vaudeville Theater, in 1993. Once a sin-
gle-screen theater, the Lotts turned 
the balcony into a second theater 3 
years after its opening. Royal Thea-
ters’ second Idaho Falls location boasts 
four screens, while the Lotts’ Black-
foot location houses seven. 

The Lotts’ passion for the movie 
business is evident in their renovation 
projects throughout the years. In 2013, 
Royal Theaters upgraded the 35mm 
film projectors to digital projectors. In 
their latest project, the Lotts remod-
eled both Idaho Falls locations with 
stadium seating and VIP seats. For 
more than 30 years, Royal Theaters has 
offered a special moviegoing experience 
for southeast Idaho. 

Congratulations to the Lott family 
and the employees at Royal Theaters. 
You are an outstanding example of 
what it means to be one of Idaho’s 
Local Gems. You make our great State 
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICKERS WESTERN 
STORE 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, Idaho 
small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy and the lifeblood of our 
communities, but rising costs and in-
flation have brought increased chal-
lenges to Main Street establishments 
across our state. This holiday season, I 
am proud to relaunch Support Local 
Gems All Season Long, a holiday re-
vival of the statewide Support Local 
Gems initiative, to encourage Idahoans 
to do their holiday shopping at the 
small businesses that make the Gem 
State special. As a member and former 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, I 
am pleased to honor Vickers Western 
Store as one of Idaho’s Local Gems. 

Vickers Western Store has outfitted 
southeast Idaho cowboys and cowgirls 
since 1976. Bill Vickers, an Idaho State 
University alum, opened the western 
wear store in Pocatello, which offers a 

vast inventory of apparel, accessories, 
home decor, a pawn shop, and boot re-
pair operation. Vickers’ 22 employees 
offer the highest quality customer 
service, enticing customers to come 
back time and time again. In 2001, 
Vickers’ booming success encouraged 
Bill to expand and open a second store 
in Idaho Falls. 

Bill Vickers operated Vickers West-
ern Store until he passed away in 2013. 
Bill enjoyed rodeo, winning All-Around 
Champion at the Idaho State High 
School Rodeo Finals, and announcing 
rodeos throughout the West. Bill was 
later inducted into the Idaho Cowboy 
Hall of Fame. In memory of Bill, the 
Vickers family founded the Billy D. 
Vickers Memorial Endowment for 
Idaho State University students pas-
sionate about rodeo. Even after Bill’s 
passing, Vickers continues to provide 
the high-quality, phenomenal customer 
service he championed and founded the 
store on. Bill’s memory lives on 
through his family and his store. The 
Vickers family continues to operate 
the store in southeast Idaho. 

Congratulations to the Vickers fam-
ily and all of the employees at Vickers 
Western Store. You are an outstanding 
example of what it means to be one of 
Idaho’s Local Gems. You make our 
great state proud, and I look forward 
to your continued growth and success.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WHITE CROSS 
PHARMACY AND COMPOUNDING 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, Idaho 
small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy and the lifeblood of our 
communities, but rising costs and in-
flation have brought increased chal-
lenges to Main Street establishments 
across our State. This holiday season, I 
am proud to relaunch Support Local 
Gems All Season Long, a holiday re-
vival of the statewide Support Local 
Gems initiative, to encourage Idahoans 
to do their holiday shopping at the 
small businesses that make the Gem 
State special. As a member and former 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, I 
am pleased to honor White Cross Phar-
macy and Compounding as one of Ida-
ho’s Local Gems. 

In 1922, White Cross Pharmacy 
opened its first location in Priest 
River. In its 101-year history, only five 
owners have ever operated the store, 
which shows their strong commitment 
to helping keep our communities 
happy, healthy, and well-informed. 
Since 1922, the pharmacy has grown to 
serve Sandpoint, Oldtown, and Spirit 
Lake. Today, Gary de Blaquiere, Rich 
de Blaquiere, and Shannon McGlashan 
own and operate the pharmacy, which 
truly stands out by providing student 
work positions under hard-working 
pharmacy staff, who diligently serve 
the community. 

Due to its rural Idaho location, 
White Cross Pharmacy, like many 
rural pharmacies, plays a vital role in 
providing healthcare for residents, in-

cluding the elderly. Rural pharmacies 
are often the only healthcare facility 
for miles around. In these towns, the 
pharmacy employees treat customers 
like family, and in turn, customers 
trust pharmacists with critical 
healthcare services. This is the niche 
filled by White Cross Pharmacy in 
Oldtown, Priest River, Spirit Lake, and 
Sandpoint. 

White Cross Pharmacy offers patient 
services ranging from treatment proto-
cols for minor and self-limiting ail-
ments to advice on over-the-counter 
remedies to guidance on prescription 
medication. But the pharmacy is not 
stopping there because it is looking to 
add new services to better serve the 
community. It works to help those in 
need by donating money to assist those 
who cannot afford their medications 
and actively participating in commu-
nity events and donating to local food 
banks. 

Congratulations to de Blaquiere En-
terprises, Inc., and all of the employees 
at White Cross Pharmacy. You are an 
outstanding example of what it means 
to be one of Idaho’s Local Gems. You 
make our great State proud, and I look 
forward to your continued growth and 
success.∑ 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2833. A communication from the In-
spector General, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Congressional Man-
date: Part B Payment Amounts for Two 
Drugs Included Noncovered Self-Adminis-
tered Versions in 2022’’; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–2834. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States to the President 
pro tempore of the United States Senate, 
transmitting, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, a report relative to United 
States forces conducted discrete strikes 
against facilities in Iraq used by Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and 
IRGC-affiliated groups; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–2835. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Sweden in the amount of 
$50,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
22–045); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2836. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Sweden in the amount of 
$50,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
22–059); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2837. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
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pursuant to law, the Department’s Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from April 1, 2023 through Sep-
tember 30, 2023; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2838. A communication from the Chair-
man of the United States International 
Trade Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Commission’s Agency Financial 
Report for fiscal year 2023; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2839. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board, Farm Credit System In-
surance Corporation, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Corporation’s consolidated report 
addressing the requirements of the Federal 
Managers’ Financial Integrity Act (FMFIA 
or Integrity Act); to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2840. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director for Economic Policy, Office of 
Management and Budget, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Issuance of 
Revised OMB Circular No. A–94, ‘Guidelines 
and Discount Rates for Benefit-Cost Analysis 
of Federal Programs’ ’’ (Docket No. OMB– 
2023–0011) received during in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 15, 
2023; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2841. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, 
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Issuance of Revised OMB Circular No. 
A–4, ‘Regulatory Analysis’’ (Docket No. 
OMB–2022–0014) received during in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
15, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2842. A communication from the Presi-
dent and CEO, Inter-American Foundation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Founda-
tion’s Annual Management Report for fiscal 
year 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2843. A communication from the Direc-
tor, U.S. Trade and Development Agency, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Agency’s 
Performance and Accountability Report for 
fiscal year 2023; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2844. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Perform-
ance and Accountability Report for fiscal 
year 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2845. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Congressional Affairs, Federal Election 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Commission’s Agency Financial Report 
for fiscal year 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2846. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive and Administrative 
Officer, Federal Labor Relations Authority, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Inspector General Semiannual Report for the 
period of April 1, 2023 through September 30, 
2023 received in the Office of the President 
pro tempore; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2847. A communication from the Chair-
man of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Board’s Performance and Accountability re-
port for fiscal year 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2848. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-

mitting, pursuant to law, the Office’s Agency 
Financial Report for fiscal year 2023; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–2849. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, a legislative proposal relative to 
amending the Wounded Warriors Federal 
Leave Act of 2015 to no longer restrict the 
use of Disabled Veteran Leave to a 12-month 
period following the point in time at which 
leave eligibility is first established; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–2850. A communication from the Archi-
vist of the United States, National Archives 
and Records Administration, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Administration’s Agen-
cy Financial Report for fiscal year 2023; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 90. A bill to require the disclosure of a 
camera or recording capability in certain 
internet-connected devices (Rept. No. 118– 
114). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. WYDEN for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Martin O’Malley, of Maryland, to be Com-
missioner of Social Security for the remain-
der of the term expiring January 19, 2025. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. VANCE, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. BUDD, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. RICKETTS, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 3349. A bill to prohibit the Federal In-
surance Office of the Department of the 
Treasury and other financial regulators from 
collecting data directly from an insurance 
company; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN: 
S. 3350. A bill to amend the Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act to ensure consider-
ation of affordable housing in the recon-
necting communities pilot program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. WICKER, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. KING, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
CASEY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. ROUNDS, 

Mr. KELLY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3351. A bill to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to extend 
certain expiring authorities, to restore cer-
tain expired authorities, and to institute re-
forms to protect the civil liberties of United 
States persons, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. YOUNG, and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 3352. A bill to provide for outreach to 
build awareness among former members of 
the Armed Forces of the process established 
pursuant to section 527 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 
for the review of discharge characterizations, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Ms. ERNST: 
S. 3353. A bill to accelerate the identifica-

tion of solutions to the challenges of the 
Joint Force by assigning to specific compo-
nents of the Department of Defense certain 
responsibilities for the delivery of essential 
integrated joint warfighting capabilities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. BRAUN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. WARNER, Mr. LUJÁN, 
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. Res. 476. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of a National Move Over 
Law Day; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. HYDE–SMITH (for herself, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. WICKER): 

S. Res. 477. A resolution commending the 
University of Mississippi for 175 years of 
service to the State of Mississippi and the 
United States; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mrs. FISCH-
ER): 

S. Res. 478. A resolution designating No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 26 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 26, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal 
the amendments made to reporting of 
third party network transactions by 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 

S. 91 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from Ar-
izona (Mr. KELLY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 91, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to 60 diplomats, 
in recognition of their bravery and her-
oism during the Holocaust. 

S. 234 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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