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didn’t happen on its own. We had
TikTok pushing along on this. The
TikTokers thought that the architect
of the 9/11 attacks made some good
points. Their obsession spread to other
platforms as well. At one point, the let-
ter clocked in more than 719 million
impressions, and that was just on X.

TikTok eventually took down men-
tions of the letter, but by then the
anti-Semites had revealed themselves
and exposed other young people to the
insanity in their videos. It is dis-
gusting—absolutely disgusting—that
you would have the applauding of a let-
ter from Osama bin Laden.

We have seen this hatred rear its
head before in the form of stalking,
harassment, vandalism, and physical
violence. A high school in New York
descended into chaos last week when a
group of teenagers formed a lynch mob
to hunt down a Jewish teacher who had
attended a pro-Israel rally.

BEarlier this month, Halal Inter-
national did a poll and found that anti-
Semitism on campus has become so out
of control that more than one-third of
Jewish college students feel they have
to hide their religion. This is appalling.
It also shows the ignorance of many of
these young people, and it is evidence
that the CCP’s influence operation has
taken hold.

So it is time for the U.S. Senate to
take this seriously. As I said, it is the
symptom of a disease. It is neither rea-
sonable nor rational to suggest that
China would create a tool capable of
manipulating public opinion on a glob-
al scale and then that they would
choose not to use that tool to their ad-
vantage.

You know, we have talked a lot
about TikTok and what they are doing
in this country. We have talked a lot
about how TikTok in China is very dif-
ferent; it is an educational tool. It is
very different from what you see here
with funny videos or cat videos or some
of the very disturbing content that is
being pushed on our Nation’s youth.

There is bipartisan agreement that
the very existence of this tool—this
surveillance, this propaganda tool—
that the Chinese Communist Party has
created, which we call TikTok—there
is evidence that the very existence of
this poses a threat to our national se-
curity and to that of our allies, which
means the Senate should have abso-
lutely no trouble throwing its support
behind a ban on TikTok in the United
States.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY M. BRYAN

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President,

I rise in support of President Biden’s
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nominee to be the next U.S. district
court judge for the District of Min-
nesota, and that is Jeff Bryan.

I want to thank my colleague TINA
SMITH. The two of us convened a judi-
cial selection committee in our own
State with very outstanding people
who helped recommend some names to
the White House. I would also like to
thank Senators DURBIN and GRAHAM
for helping to move Judge Bryan’s
nomination through the Judiciary
Committee—on which the Presiding Of-
ficer serves—on a bipartisan basis and
to thank Leader SCHUMER for making
time for the Senate to consider his
nomination.

Judge Bryan is a dedicated public
servant with a distinguished career
spanning over 16 years serving the peo-
ple of Minnesota, including as a State
court judge and as a former Federal
prosecutor.

Through his devotion to justice and
the rule of law, he has earned the re-
spect and support of judges, attorneys,
and law enforcement officials across
the political spectrum. This is why he
received a strong vote in the Judiciary
Committee and why I hope my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will
support his confirmation.

Judge Bryan was born in an Army
hospital in Fort Bragg. His mom was
an English teacher, and his dad was a
captain with the 82nd Airborne who in-
stilled in Judge Bryan an appreciation
for public service. His father’s service
in the Army brought their family to
Fort Bliss, near El Paso, TX, where
Judge Bryan grew up.

After graduating summa cum laude
from the University of Texas, Judge
Bryan went back home to El Paso and
worked as a substitute teacher. He
then headed to Yale for law school. As
a law student, he served as a student
supervisor in the parents and children
clinic and was president of the Yale
Law Christian Fellowship.

He also met the love of his life, a
Minnesotan—we knew we would get to
Minnesota at some point in the story.
He met the love of his life, a Minneso-
tan, at law school. Ultimately, he trad-
ed the Texas heat for the Minnesota
winters, and he and Liz settled down in
St. Paul.

If confirmed, Judge Bryan will be the
first Latino Federal judge in Min-
nesota. He is active in the Minnesota
Hispanic Bar Association, tutoring stu-
dents, and has served on the board of
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity. For
20 years, even before he had kids of his
own, he taught Sunday school at his
church.

He clerked for Judge Paul Magnuson,
who was a judge appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan, and spent several years in
private practice. He spent 6 years as an
assistant U.S. attorney, where he pros-
ecuted violent gangs and large-scale
drug organizations. He prosecuted over
350 criminals and directed what was, at
the time, the largest meth investiga-
tion and cocaine investigation ever
conducted in the District of Minnesota.
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He played a key role in dismantling a
cocaine trafficking mnetwork that
spanned from McAllen, TX, to St.
Cloud, MN. He won the Department of
Justice ‘‘case of the year’” award for
his work on that case. Additionally, he
led a meth investigation that resulted
in the recovery of more than 9,600
grams of meth, as well as convictions
of more than 60 defendants.

So I don’t think it is a surprise that
we have heard from former law enforce-
ment officials at the local, State, and
Federal levels who praised him, of
course, for his work and devotion to
justice but, also, particularly for his
work ethic and his dedication as a
prosecutor.

He was hired as a prosecutor by Erica
MacDonald, who was appointed by
President Trump to serve as a U.S. at-
torney for Minnesota. She said that
Judge Bryan was a ‘‘no-nonsense Fed-

eral prosecutor’” and is an ‘‘out-
standing”” nominee ‘‘for judicial ap-
pointment.”

Judge Bryan left the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in 2013 and was appointed to
serve on the Ramsey County District
Court in St. Paul. There, he presided
over more than 8,000 cases, including
violent felony criminal cases, and was
only reversed in 4 cases.

In 2019, he was appointed to serve as
a judge on the Minnesota Court of Ap-
peals. He has sat on over 500 cases as an
appellate judge and has authored near-
ly 200 opinions and has only been re-
versed in 2 cases.

Judge Bryan has, understandably,
earned endorsements from some of the
most esteemed jurists in our State, in-
cluding four senior U.S. district court
judges who were appointed by Presi-
dents of both parties. Among them is
the man he clerked for, Judge Paul
Magnuson, who described Judge Bryan
as a person of ‘‘exceptional character”
and offered his highest recommenda-
tion.

In addition, nearly 40 State judges,
appointed by Governors of both parties,
enthusiastically support this nomina-
tion. They praised Judge Bryan as a
“prepared, fair-minded, and hard-work-
ing judge” and said that he has a ‘‘de-
termined focus on explaining and ap-
plying the law in an unbiased manner.”

For those same reasons, the ABA
Standing Committee on the Federal
Judiciary rated Judge Bryan as ‘‘well
qualified” to serve as a district court
judge, the highest rating that the com-
mittee awards.

I know that Jeff Bryan will make an
outstanding Federal district court
judge for the District of Minnesota. I
urge my colleagues to support his con-
firmation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that we start the
vote now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 354, Jeffrey
M. Bryan, of Minnesota, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Minnesota.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Alex Padilla,
Richard Blumenthal, Cory A. Booker,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Chris Van Hollen,
Tammy Duckworth, Brian Schatz,
Tammy Baldwin, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Tina Smith, Mazie K. Hirono,
Christopher Murphy, Peter Welch,
Christopher A. Coons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Jeffrey M. Bryan, of Minnesota, to
be United States District Judge for the
District of Minnesota, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF),
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK), and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RISCH), and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 314 Ex.]

YEAS—47
Baldwin Collins Kelly
Bennet Coons King
Blumenthal Cortez Masto Klobuchar
Booker Duckworth Lujan
Brown Durbin Manchin
Butler Gillibrand Menendez
Cantwell Heinrich Merkley
Cardin Hickenlooper Murkowski
Carper Hirono Murphy
Casey Kaine Murray
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Padilla Schumer Van Hollen
Peters Shaheen Warner
Reed Sinema Welch
Rosen Smith Whitehouse
Sanders Stabenow Wyden
Schatz Tester
NAYS—42
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Romney
Britt Hawley Rounds
Budd Hoeven Schmitt
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Cramer Lee Tillis
Crapo Lummis Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young
NOT VOTING—11
Barrasso Markey Rubio
Fetterman Marshall Warnock
Graham Ossoff Warren
Hassan Risch
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote the yeas are 47,
the nays are 42.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
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the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-69, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Japan for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $2.35 billion. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.
Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-69

Notice of Proposed lssuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Japan.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $1.26 billion.

Other $1.09 billion.

Total $2.35 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Two hundred (200) Tomahawk Block IV All
Up Rounds (AURs) (RGM-109E).

Two hundred (2000 Tomahawk Block V
AURs (RGM-109E).

Fourteen (14) Tactical Tomahawk Weapon
Control Systems (TTWCS).

Non-MDE:

Also included is support for the Tomahawk
Weapon System (TWS) (the All Up Round,
the Tactical Tomahawk Weapon Control
Systems (TTWCS) and the Mission Distribu-
tion Software Suite Centers (MDSSC)), as
well as containers; feasibility studies; soft-
ware; hardware; training; unscheduled mis-
sile maintenance; spares; in-service support;
communication equipment; operational
flight test; publications; engineering and
technical expertise to maintain the TWS ca-
pability; non-recurring engineering; trans-
portation; and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department:
NFP, JA-P-NGO).

(v) Prior Related Cases: if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
November 17, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Japan—Tomahawk Weapon System

The Government of Japan has requested to
buy two hundred (200) Tomahawk Block IV
All Up Rounds (AURs) (RGM-109E); two hun-
dred (200) Tomahawk Block V AURs (RGM-
109E); and fourteen (14) Tactical Tomahawk
Weapon Control Systems (TTWCS). Also in-
cluded is support for the Tomahawk Weapon
System (TWS) (the All Up Round, the Tac-
tical Tomahawk Weapon Control Systems
(TTWCS) and the Mission Distribution Soft-
ware Suite Centers (MDSSC)), as well as con-
tainers; feasibility studies; software; hard-
ware; training; unscheduled missile mainte-
nance; spares; in-service support; commu-
nication equipment; operational flight test;
publications; engineering and technical ex-
pertise to maintain the TWS capability; non-
recurring engineering; transportation; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated total cost is
$2.35 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives

Navy (JA-P-
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