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TRIBUTE TO NOAH McNAUGHTON

e Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
recognize Noah McNaughton, an intern
in my Washington, DC, office, for all
the hard work he has done on behalf of
my office and the State of South Da-
kota. Mr. McNaughton is a graduate of
Lyman High School in Presho, SD.
Currently, he is attending Dakota
State University, where he studies
cyber leadership and intelligence. Mr.
McNaughton is a dedicated and diligent
individual who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. Mr. McNaughton has been a
true asset to my office. I extend my
sincere thanks and appreciation to Mr.
McNaughton for all of the work he has
done and wish him continued success in
the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO AMELIA MULLIN

e Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
recognize Amelia Mullin, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all the
hard work she has done on behalf of my
office and the State of South Dakota.
Ms. Mullin is a graduate of Forest
Charter School in Truckee, CA. Cur-
rently, she is attending American Uni-
versity, where she is majoring in inter-
national studies. Ms. Mullin is a dedi-
cated and diligent individual who has
been devoted to getting the most out of
her internship experience. Ms. Mullin
has been a true asset to my office. I ex-
tend my sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to Ms. Mullin for all of the work
she has done and wish her continued
success in the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO SHAWN ANDREWS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Shawn Andrews, the Union County
Teacher of the Year from Union Coun-
ty High School in Lake Butler, FL.

Shawn engages with his students
through lesson plans that teaches them
how to have fun while solving various
types of math problems. He strives for
each school day to be meaningful for
his students as they set out to achieve
academic success. Shawn seeks to de-
velop a learning culture that makes his
students dedicated to excelling, not
only in his class, but in others they are
taking during the school year. He
knows some days may be more chal-
lenging than others for his students,
and he often works longer hours to
help them.

Shawn is a mathematics teacher at
Union County High School. His wife
Cindy is also a teacher in the county.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Shawn for his commit-
ment to his students. I look forward to
hearing about his continued good work
in the years to come.®

————

TRIBUTE TO NICOLETTE BARONE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Nicolette Barone, the Hillsborough
County Teacher of the Year from Oak
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Park Elementary School in Tampa,
FL.

Nicolette works with her students to
build their self-confidence, telling
them anything is possible and by turn-
ing their extrinsic motivation into in-
trinsic determination. Oftentimes, she
interviews her students about their fa-
vorite school memories or helps them
with math assignments.

Nicolette credits her success as a
teacher to those who taught her in
school, her mentors, supervisors in the
school district, and her parents. She
believes this award represents not only
her achievements but those of every
student she taught.

Nicolette has been a fourth and fifth
grade math teacher at Oak Park Ele-
mentary School for 7 years. She also
serves as an adjunct professor at the
University of Tampa.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Nicolette for her com-
mitment to her students. I look for-
ward to hearing about her continued
good work in the years to come.®

———
TRIBUTE TO DON CLERVEAUX

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Don Clerveaux, the Miami-Dade
County Teacher of the Year from Phyl-
lis Ruth Miller Elementary School in
Miami, FL.

Don spends each school day providing
inspiration and dedication to his stu-
dents. He helps them to conquer aca-
demic and personal challenges in an ef-
fort for them to have a successful fu-
ture. Don seeks to strengthen his stu-
dents’ core values in their community
schools and back home. He views those
values as a ‘‘cord of three’ challenging
to break. He also helped his fellow
teachers become certified to take their
students to the Everglades to learn
about this important ecological region
of our State.

Don is Phyllis Ruth Miller Elemen-
tary School’s fifth grade Science and
Social Studies teacher. He also coaches
football, track and field, and strength
conditioning at Hialeah Gardens High
School.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Don for his commitment
to his students. I look forward to hear-
ing about his continued good work in
the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO KAREN CODY

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Karen Cody, the Santa Rosa Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year from Navarre
High School in Navarre, FL.

Whether you are taking Karen’s class
or just stopping by, she welcomes ev-
eryone to her classroom with open
arms. Her students describe her as car-
ing and considerate of their needs.
Karen knows students can find math to
be unenjoyable, so she tries to find in-
teresting ways to teach the subject.

Students continue to visit Karen’s
classroom long after they Ileave.
Karen’s dedication to her students is
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most evident through her efforts to
reach out to them individually. She
wants to ensure they are successful in
their academic endeavors.

Karen teaches algebra 1 at Navarre
High School. She worked her way up in
experience as a paraprofessional for 15
years at the school and earned her
bachelor’s degree and master’s degrees
before becoming a teacher 7 years ago.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Karen for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO TIMOTHY FERGUSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Timothy Ferguson, the Sarasota
County Teacher of the Year from Gar-
den Elementary School in Venice, FL.

When Timothy moved to Florida, he
was out of his comfort zone. He needed
to develop a new lesson plan for stu-
dents younger than he was accustomed
to teaching. Since then, he has decided
to lead by example to his students.
When he sings during class, he tells his
students that, while he was never in-
structed on how to sing, it shows them
his willingness to try his best and to
learn from his mistakes. This is what
they should be doing in his and other
classes in school.

Timothy wants his students to grow
as musicians and is dedicated to his
craft. He sees every student at the
school, more than 500, once a week.
This gives him the opportunity to be a
positive role model in their lives.

Timothy has taught for more than 20
years. Beginning his career in New
York as an instrumental music teacher
and band director, Timothy moved to
Florida where he now teaches music
classes at Garden Elementary School
for kindergarten through fifth grade
students.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Timothy for his commit-
ment to his students. I look forward to
hearing about his continued good work
in the years to come.®

TRIBUTE TO JENNIE GOFFE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Jennie Goffe, the Hendry County
Teacher of the Year from Clewiston
High School in Clewiston, FL.

Jennie is a champion for career and
technical education programs because
they prepare her students with indus-
try skills and gives them workforce ex-
perience. Her students can earn an av-
erage of 150 workforce certificates
through the program annually.

Jennie’s agricultural program allows
her students to manage a 480-acre farm
and care for more than 60 animals. The
program allows students to harvest
crops, maintain a greenhouse, grow
sugarcane, and care for pastures. These
skills translate to real-world farming
experience.

Jennie has been an agricultural
teacher at Clewiston High School for
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the past 10 years. Last year, after Hur-
ricane Ian impacted Florida, Jennie
started an effort between her school’s
students and community members to
help clean up hard hit areas through-
out Fort Myers Beach. She earned her
master’s and bachelor’s degrees in agri-
cultural education and communica-
tions from the University of Florida.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Jennie for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO SHELLY HINOJOSA

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Shelly Hinojosa, the Walton Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year from South
Walton High School in Santa Rosa
Beach, FL.

Shelly’s ability to help her students
become civically engaged is a testa-
ment to her work as a teacher. She fo-
cuses on teaching civic responsibility
and critical thinking skills to ensure
they are prepared to further their edu-
cation.

Shelly works with seniors on college
scholarship programs to ensure they
qualify and helps them fill out the ap-
plication paperwork. She organizes ca-
reer fairs, as well as hosts business and
college visits to talk with students so
they can learn about options after they
graduate.

Shelly is the media specialist at
South Walton High School. She devel-
ops the school’s yearbook and teaches
journalism to students. Shelly also
won the Liz Moya Life Skills and Citi-
zenship Award.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Shelly for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO SARAH IDSARDI

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Sarah Idsardi, the Hardee County
Teacher of the Year from North
Wauchula Elementary School in
Wauchula, FL.

Sarah integrates creative learning
activities designed to engage her stu-
dents and hosts virtual interactive cul-
tural experiences joined by students
from across the world. This innovative
approach helps students interact with
others outside their classroom. Her fa-
vorite part of teaching is reading to
her students and sharing stories with
them.

Sarah considers herself to be a serv-
ant at heart. Not only does she teach,
she is also a licensed foster parent and
organizes tutoring services for children
in vulnerable neighborhoods.

Sarah is a fourth grade teacher at
North Wauchula Elementary School.
She volunteers for North Wauchula’s
afterschool activity programs, plans
accelerated reader parties, manages
the Cool Cat TV morning show, and
coaches the Battle of the Books Team.
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She graduated from the University of
Florida with bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in elementary education.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Sarah for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO KAYLA JACKSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Kayla Jackson, the Highlands
County Teacher of the Year from Me-
morial Elementary School in Avon
Park, FL.

Kayla is a mentor to new teachers.
She works with them on connecting
with students to ensure their success.
Kayla has developed into the ‘‘go to”’
person for teaching at her school.

Kayla supports her school’s Student
of the Month program and leads profes-
sional learning events for her col-
leagues outside of the classroom. She
also serves on the school’s curriculum
leadership team and develops lesson
plans to best accommodate students.

Kayla is a fifth grade math and
science teacher who has taught at Me-
morial Elementary School since its
opening in 2008. For many consecutive
years, she has been recognized as a
high impact teacher, and her students
have achieved significant gains on
state assessments. She earned her
bachelor’s degree from the University
of South Florida.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Kayla for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

——

TRIBUTE TO NEDA JACKSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Neda Jackson, the Monroe County
Teacher of the Year from Key West
High School in Key West, FL.

Math was the first subject Neda
wanted to teach as she excelled in the
subject as a student. She uses her un-
derstanding of mathematical concepts
to teach her students various ways to
learn and develop real-life situational
applications. Neda puts her most sig-
nificant emphasis on students who are
at risk of not graduating. Often, she
will devote her time and talents to
focus on these students, working per-
sonally with them to help them suc-
ceed. Her peers credit Neda’s high ex-
pectations of herself for receiving this
award and her students’ achievements.

For the past 21 years, Neda has
taught at Key West High School, where
she is the lead math teacher. Her class-
es range from algebra II honors to lib-
eral arts math. She has served as a
math coach, as a club sponsor, social
media contact, and activities co-
director.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Neda for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®
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TRIBUTE TO ANGELA McCFARLAND

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Angela McFarland, the HEscambia
County Teacher of the Year at the
Escambia Virtual Academy and West
Florida High School in Pensacola, FL.

Angela designs interactive Ilesson
plans to prepare her students for busi-
ness careers. She assists students with
their projects, which consist of using
PowerPoint and other software pro-
grams, to ensure they grasp the lesson
material. Often, her students are
among the school district’s most pro-
lific earners of industry certifications
in the business field.

Angela’s colleagues view her as a val-
uable asset, not only to their students,
but also as a mentor to new business
class instructors at the school. She
coaches these teachers and presents
them at various career and technical
education teacher training sessions to
ensure they are prepared to guide stu-
dents to success.

Angela teaches business and multi-
media classes at West Florida High
School and has worked in the Escambia
County School District since 1996. She
previously taught at Pine Forest High
School and Booker T. Washington High
School. Since 2009, Angela also has
taught at Escambia Virtual Academy.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Angela for her commit-
ment to her students. I look forward to
hearing about her continued good work
in the years to come.®

——

TRIBUTE TO STEVEN McCGINLEY

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Steven McGinley, the Lee County
Teacher of the Year from Harns Marsh
Middle School in Lehigh Acres, FL.

Steven Dbelieves students deserve
great teachers and considers it his duty
to provide his students with the same
quality of education he received in Lee
County. He attended the county’s Allen
Park Elementary School, Fort Myers
Middle School, and Fort Myers High
School and credits his teachers for his
successful career.

Steven’s ties to the county’s schools
drive his ambition to mentor and help
raise quality educators. He holds that
his school’s success is only possible
through its teachers, students, and the
community’s involvement. Steven also
considers himself a lifelong learner and
one where he learns from his students.

Steven is a peer collaborative teach-
er at Harns Marsh Middle School,
teaching in the school district of Lee
County for 8 years. He spends half of
the school day teaching civics and the
other half coaching and mentoring
other teachers at his school.

I extend my deepest gratitude and
best wishes to Steven for his commit-
ment to his students. I look forward to
hearing about his continued good work
in the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO NATALIE MCcSWAIN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Natalie McSwain, the Polk County
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