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country of freedom and opportunity for 
all of the many generations to come. 

NOMINATION OF MONICA RAMIREZ ALMADANI 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote to confirm Monica 
Ramirez Almadani to the U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of Cali-
fornia. 

Born in La Mirada, CA, Ms. Ramirez 
Almadani received her A.B. from Har-
vard University in 2001 and her J.D. 
from Stanford Law School in 2004. She 
then clerked for Judge Warren J. Fer-
guson on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 2004 
to 2005. Ms. Ramirez Almadani began 
her legal career in 2005 at the ACLU’s 
Immigrants’ Rights Project, practicing 
immigration and civil rights litigation 
for 4 years, including successfully argu-
ing before the Ninth Circuit. She then 
served the Justice Department for 6 
years in a variety of roles, including 
counsel to the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for the Civil Rights Division, dep-
uty chief of staff to the Deputy Attor-
ney General, and assistant U.S. attor-
ney—AUSA—in the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice for the Central District of Cali-
fornia. As an AUSA, she prosecuted 
child pornography, human trafficking, 
narcotics, immigration fraud, public 
corruption, and other serious crimes. 

In 2015, then-California Attorney 
General Kamala Harris appointed Ms. 
Ramirez Almadani Special Assistant 
Attorney General to oversee the Cali-
fornia Justice Department’s Criminal 
Division and the Division of Recidi-
vism Reduction and Reentry. Then, in 
2017, she joined a large law firm as spe-
cial counsel, focusing on white collar 
criminal defense, internal investiga-
tions, and complex commercial litiga-
tion, in addition to pro bono immigra-
tion work. She then became codirector 
of the University of California, Irvine 
School of Law’s Immigrant Rights 
Clinic from 2019 to 2021. She currently 
serves as the president and CEO of Pub-
lic Counsel, the largest public interest 
law firm in the country. 

The American Bar Association rated 
Ms. Ramirez Almadani ‘‘well qualified’’ 
to serve on the Central District of Cali-
fornia. The late Senator Feinstein 
strongly supported her nomination, as 
does Senator PADILLA. 

I will be supporting this outstanding 
nominee, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to do the same. 

NOMINATION OF BRANDY R. MCMILLION 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote on the nomination 
of Ms. Brandy McMillion, who has been 
nominated to the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan. 

Born in Dayton, OH, Ms. McMillion 
received both her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in engineering from the 
University of Michigan and her law de-
gree from George Washington Univer-
sity Law School. She then began her 
career as an associate, working for 
Pepper Hamilton LLP, Perkins Coie 
LLP, and Bryan Cave LLP, where she 
gained experience in labor and employ-
ment matters, intellectual property 

claims, and corporate financial serv-
ices transactions. 

Following her 9 years in private prac-
tice, Ms. McMillion joined the U.S. at-
torney’s office for the Eastern District 
of Michigan in 2015, where she has 
served in a variety of roles, most re-
cently as the chief of the general 
crimes unit. In that position, she is re-
sponsible for prosecuting firearms of-
fenses, carjackings, and drug traf-
ficking offenses in addition to super-
vising and training AUSAs and support 
staff. The American Bar Association 
rated Ms. McMillion as unanimously 
‘‘well qualified,’’ and she enjoys the 
strong support of Senators Stabenow 
and Peters. 

Taken together, Ms. McMillion’s 
courtroom experience, management 
credentials, and knowledge of the dis-
trict to which she is nominated make 
her an excellent addition to the Fed-
eral bench. I urge my colleagues to 
support her nomination. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LUJÁN). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF BRANDY R. MCMILLION 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 

rise today to strongly support the nom-
ination of Brandy McMillion, whom 
President Biden nominated to serve as 
the U.S. district judge for the Eastern 
District of Michigan. 

Ms. McMillion is an outstanding 
nominee with extensive experience in 
both civil and criminal cases. She will 
be a great judge because she has always 
been committed to the law and has the 
right values, certainly. 

From the time she was 6 years old, 
growing up in Ohio, Ms. McMillion 
wanted to be a lawyer. It was her 
dream, and she never wavered from it. 

Ms. McMillion was raised in Michi-
gan since she was 12 years old. She 
earned engineering degrees at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, and then she 
earned her law degree from George 
Washington University Law School. 

Ms. McMillion then worked in pri-
vate practice, where she gained signifi-
cant experience in law and in labor and 
employment, intellectual property, and 
financial services. 

But she didn’t stay away from her 
adopted State for long. Since 2015, she 
has served as an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, and, 
last year, she became chief of the of-
fice’s general crimes unit, where she 
prosecutes offenses including bank rob-
beries, gun crimes, and Federal crimes 
against children. 

So it is no surprise that the Amer-
ican Bar Association’s Standing Com-
mittee on the Federal Judiciary unani-
mously voted Ms. McMillion as ‘‘well 
qualified.’’ 

When she is not at work, she spends 
a lot of time behind the wheel, she 
says, driving her kids to all their sport-
ing events and other activities. ‘‘Mom 
CEO’’ is what she likes to say. 

She is also active in her community. 
She is a very involved member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. She also men-
tors moms through the organization 
Warrior Women Against Poverty, 
which aims to change lives one woman 
at a time. Ms. McMillion knows better 
than anyone how the right support, at 
the right time, can change a woman’s 
future. 

The Senate, I hope, is going to 
strongly confirm Ms. McMillion to the 
Federal bench. I know that she is 
someone who is thoughtful and experi-
enced. She will serve the Eastern Dis-
trict well. We thank everyone for the 
vote yesterday—the cloture vote—to 
move her now to her final vote, and I 
urge my colleagues to support this out-
standing nominee to be on the Federal 
bench. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. SINEMA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON ALMADANI NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Almadani nomination? 

Ms. SINEMA. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire Mrs. 
SHAHEEN is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE) would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 305 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 

Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
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Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 

Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 

Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—5 

Barrasso 
Cramer 

Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 

Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KING). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the McMillion nomi-
nation. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of Brandy R. McMillion, of 
Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the McMillion nomination? 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 306 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—42 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—5 

Barrasso 
Cramer 

Murkowski 
Scott (SC) 

Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

PETERS). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

The majority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

REMOVING EXTRANEOUS LOOP-
HOLES INSURING EVERY VET-
ERAN EMERGENCY ACT—Motion 
to Proceed 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 30, 
H.R. 815. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the motion. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 30, H.R. 

815, a bill to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to make certain improvements relat-
ing to the eligibility of veterans to receive 
reimbursement for emergency treatment fur-
nished through the Veterans Community 
Care program, and for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 30, H.R. 815, 
a bill to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to make certain improvements relating to 
the eligibility of veterans to receive reim-
bursement for emergency treatment fur-
nished through the Veterans Community 
Care program, and for other purposes. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, 
Peter Welch, Angus S. King, Jr., Brian 
Schatz, Mark Kelly, Tim Kaine, Thom-
as R. Carper, Jeff Merkley, Debbie Sta-
benow, Elizabeth Warren, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Jack Reed, Mazie K. 

Hirono, Richard J. Durbin, Christopher 
Murphy, Christopher A. Coons. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call 
for the cloture motion filed today, No-
vember 9, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for up to 
15 minutes prior to the scheduled roll-
call vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VETERANS DAY 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, days be-

fore he died, Frederick Knefler com-
posed a letter of instruction to be read 
once he was gone. There was, he wrote, 
to be no memorial service or expensive 
coffin. His funeral should be private 
and simple, attended only by a handful 
of fellow Hoosier veterans. When it was 
lowered into the ground, his body 
should be wrapped in an American flag. 

Republics such as ours are uncom-
mon. It is of great value for us, its citi-
zens, to recall our blessings, and it is 
our heroes who provide that reminder. 
Although he was born an ocean away 
from America, Frederick Knefler dedi-
cated his life to defending those bless-
ings. He was one of those heroes. As a 
contemporary remarked after his 
death, ‘‘No descendent of a Mayflower 
Pilgrim was ever more wholly or in-
tensely American than he.’’ 

As we mark Veterans Day, his story 
is worth sharing. He was a Jewish im-
migrant; one of the soldiers who saved 
our Union; a private citizen who spent 
his final days building a still-inspiring 
monument to their example. 

Before he ever set foot in America, 
though, as a teenager, he had already 
fought in a civil war, the Hungarian 
Revolution. Its failure and the sorry 
state of liberty across Europe inspired 
Knefler to look elsewhere for freedom. 
He found it across the Atlantic. He and 
his family arrived in New York and 
then settled in Indiana in 1850. There, 
they were among the earliest members 
of the Indianapolis Hebrew Congrega-
tion, the city’s first and today its old-
est synagogue family. 

Knefler fell in love with America. He 
embraced its laws, customs, and insti-
tutions. He even taught himself 
English by reading Shakespeare. Then 
he moved on to military history and 
tactics. 

In 1861, when the Southern States de-
serted the Union, Abraham Lincoln 
called for volunteers to form an army 
to bring them back. Knefler, whose ad-
oration of America was equaled only by 
his hatred of slavery, answered the 
call. He vowed he wouldn’t do a day’s 
work until the war was over and the 
Nation reunited. 

True to his word, he left his job as a 
clerk and enlisted in the spring of 1861, 
after the bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
and he didn’t return to civilian life 
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