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support Ukraine. So why on Earth do
some Republicans want to torpedo it
by tying this H.R. 2 anchor to Ukraine
funding? This move is only going to en-
danger Ukraine assistance in the long
run.

If Senate Republicans’ open bid for
border is an amalgamation of hard
right policies, then, sadly, the two par-
ties are far apart, and we have a lot of
work to do to bridge the divide.

Now, I want to be clear, I would like
to bridge the divide. Our caucus would
like to see some kind of commonsense
border policies done, and the President
would like to get something done, as
his supplemental proposal shows. If we
can come together in a bipartisan fash-
ion to stop the flow of fentanyl and
give our frontline officers the resources
and tools they need to do their jobs and
stop fentanyl, all while staying true to
our values, that is what we should be
doing.

So, today, we are going to keep work-
ing with our Republican colleagues to
see if there is a chance for compromise,
but Republicans need to actually work
with us on realistic border policies,
even if it is not everything they want.
You can’t get just a few Republicans
who are pretty much on the hard-right
side of their party to say: Here is what
we want. Take it or leave it.

That won’t work. Senate Republicans
should not repeat the mistake of the
House GOP when they tried to push
H.R. 2. Their H.R. 2 bill is going no-
where, and this Senate GOP proposal is
very close to H.R. 2.

I have always been clear that I am
ready to have open, good-faith, bipar-
tisan negotiations. I was one of the au-
thors of the Senate’s comprehensive
immigration bill from 2013. It was led
by John McCain and me. I know what
it is like to have a hard conversation
about these issues. I know through
firsthand experience this topic is not
easy, but, nevertheless, I am willing to
have conversations about the border
again if Republicans are willing to
meet us halfway.

We have so many shared bipartisan
priorities to protect our Nation, our
national security. I hope partisanship
doesn’t tarnish our shared purpose. I
hope we can work in the coming days
to bridge the gap.

Again, when Republicans willingly
inject partisanship into issues that
could have some bipartisan overlap,
they make it extremely hard to get
anything done. I urge my Republican
colleagues to stop using the same ap-
proach again and again of taking bipar-
tisan issues and injecting them with
corrosive partisan measures that help
sink them.

NOMINATIONS

Well, Mr. President, today is going to
be a very important and good day on
the Senate floor. This morning we will
confirm Monica Bertagnolli as the next
Director of the NIH, the National Insti-
tutes of Health, and, later today, the
Senate will hit a new milestone in our
record of confirming President Biden’s
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diverse, well-qualified judicial nomi-
nees when we confirm two more dis-
trict judges—Kenly Kato to serve in
the Central District of California and
Julia Kobick to serve in the District of
Massachusetts. With the confirmations
today, the Senate will hit two exciting
milestones: 150 total judges confirmed
under President Biden and 100 female

judges confirmed under President
Biden.
Two-thirds—two-thirds—of the

judges we have confirmed are women,
redressing the imbalance that has ex-
isted for centuries.

We have 150 judges now who have
brought integrity and impartiality to
the bench. We have 150 judges who have
expanded the diversity and dynamism
of our courts. We have 150 judges who
are restoring America’s trust in the
Federal judiciary.

Finally, after that, we will advance
the nomination of Ramon Reyes to be
a district judge in the Eastern District
of New York, setting up his confirma-
tion tomorrow.

Last night, we filed cloture on addi-
tional judicial nominees. I am ex-
tremely proud of the work we have
done to confirm these 150 judges, in-
cluding 100 women to the Federal
Bench. I am extremely proud of the
work we have done, again, to confirm
these 150 judges.

And let me put it in perspective. As
of tonight, the Senate will have con-
firmed 100 women to the Federal bench,
nearly double that of President
Trump’s entire first term and more
than the full first term of any recent
President.

These nominees are all historic,
taken together, and many are historic
in their own right. We have confirmed
the first Black woman to the Supreme
Court, the first Muslim woman to the
Federal bench, and much more. This
Senate has now confirmed more women
of color to the bench than any Senate
under any previous President, and we
aren’t done. We aren’t done. We will
continue to advance judicial nomina-
tions on the floor of this Congress, and
I thank my colleagues for their co-
operation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
IRAN

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 44
years ago last week, shock troops
chanting ‘“Death to America’” and
“Death to Israel” led Iranian revolu-
tionaries across Tehran, overran the
U.S. Embassy, and took 66 Americans
hostage for 444 days. Iran’s war against
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America, the ‘‘Great Satan,” and
Israel, the ‘“‘Little Satan,” has contin-
ued ever since. The regime has sup-
ported Shia terrorists, Sunni terror-
ists, and secular terrorists. It has un-
derwritten violence across the world,
from the 1983 marine barracks bombing
in Beirut, to the 1992 Israeli Embassy
bombing in Buenos Aires, to the 1996
Khobar Towers bombing in Saudi Ara-
bia, to hundreds of attacks, master-
minded by Qasem Soleimani, on U.S.
forces in Iraq.

Tehran has invested its time and re-
sources into cultivating the terrorists
of Hezbollah, Hamas, and Palestinian
Islamic jihad. The Iranian regime bears
responsibility for their savagery. It is
also responsible for more than 100 at-
tacks on U.S. personnel and interests
in Iraq and Syria just since President
Biden took office. These attacks have
spiked since October 7.

Two weeks ago, an Iranian-made sui-
cide drone hit a U.S. military barracks
in Iraq. Thankfully, the drone’s explo-
sive payload failed to detonate. But the
message it sent about the state of
President Biden’s deterrence of the
world’s largest state sponsor of ter-
rorism was as clear as day.

In recent weeks, U.S. forces in Iraq
and Syria have been targeted at least
another 38 times with lethal force, and
more than 40 servicemembers have
been injured. Let me say that again.
Iran-backed terrorists have attacked
U.S. forces at least 38 times since Octo-
ber 7.

U.S. personnel are, of course, not the
only targets of the Iranian war on
Western influence in the Middle East.
America’s Arab allies have endured re-
peated attacks as well. This ongoing
siege is not the behavior of an adver-
sary that is being effectively deterred.

How we got here is no mystery. When
the Biden administration took office,
it rushed to restore a failed nuclear
agreement with an Iranian regime that
had long since proven it wasn’t to be
trusted. When Iran-backed Houthi
rebels killed three people at an airport
in the UAE and aimed two ballistic
missiles at its capital last year, the ad-
ministration responded with silence.

In response to the latest wave of at-
tacks on U.S. forces, the President au-
thorized a strike on an ammunition fa-
cility. His Secretary of State felt com-
pelled to reiterate that ‘‘we are not
looking for conflict with Iran.”” Clear-
ly, Iran is looking for conflict with us.
The Iranian regime is working hard to
kill Americans, undermine our influ-
ence, and sow chaos among our allies,
and so far, you would have to say they
are succeeding.

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic jihad
perpetrated the deadliest day of vio-
lence against Jews since the Holocaust.
Hezbollah stands ready, at Iran’s be-
hest, to escalate this conflict into a
two-front war. Years of careful
progress toward normalized relations
between Israel and more of its Arab
neighbors has been stalled.

Demanding that Israel cease fire
against Hamas would lock in these
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gains for Iran. It would grant amnesty
for both the terrorists and their spon-
sors. We have a responsibility to reject
these demands not just on behalf of our
ally Israel but because amnesty for ter-
rorists would embolden the Iran-
backed threats to U.S. interests in the
region.

As T have said before, effective deter-
rence requires both capabilities and
credibility. It requires that a global su-
perpower actually act like one. In prac-
tical terms, deterring Iran and its web
of terrorists means meeting attacks on
U.S. personnel in Iraq and Syria with
swift, lethal, and overwhelming mili-
tary force. It means working with al-
lies to deploy crippling economic sanc-
tions and inhibit Iran’s support for ter-
ror. It means finally taking the advice
I offered President Biden when he took
office: Set aside the failed nuclear deal;
work with Republicans; and build an
Iran policy that can endure long after
he leaves office.

BORDER SECURITY

Now, Mr. President, on another mat-
ter, at a hearing last week, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security told our
colleagues that “‘ensuring the safety of
the American people is a national im-
perative and a government obligation.”
Secretary Mayorkas is absolutely right
about that, but for someone who under-
stands so clearly the duty of his office,
the Biden administration’s border czar
is utterly failing to execute it.

After 3 straight years of record-shat-
tering overall border apprehensions,
the alarming details of the national se-
curity crisis unfolding at the southern
border on this administration’s watch
are coming into clearer focus.

Last fiscal year didn’t just set a new
alltime record for border apprehensions
of individuals on the Terror Watchlist;
it saw arrivals from countries beyond
Latin America triple. CBP personnel
are now facing a human wave at the
border that, according to Mexican offi-
cials, hails from 120 different countries
and speaks 60 different languages.

For 3 years, policy choice by policy
choice, the Biden administration has
welcomed this historic flood of illegal
migration and set the brave men and
women of Customs and Border Protec-
tion up for failure. And it is abun-
dantly clear that the solution to the
administration’s border crisis is by re-
placing bad policies with sensible ones.
Even Secretary Mayorkas admitted
last week that ‘‘policy changes are
needed.” But, in reality, the supple-
mental request he is selling on behalf
of the President is much less focused
on fixing policy than on throwing
money at the problem. Instead of shut-
ting off the broken asylum incentives
that are driving record arrivals, the ad-
ministration wants to pay for faster
asylum claim processing, a shower of
grant funding for overwhelmed liberal
cities that once proudly declared them-
selves ‘‘sanctuary cities,” and, as Sec-
retary Mayorkas put it, accelerate
“work authorization for eligible non-
citizens.”
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Well, the Biden administration’s bor-
der crisis has created a fork in the
road. In the face of record illegal mi-
gration, Democrats are focused more
on getting more people into our coun-
try faster no matter the cost. Mean-
while, Senate Republicans are focused
on securing the border and putting the
American people back at the forefront
of our border policy. I am grateful to a
group of our colleagues, led by Sen-
ators LANKFORD, GRAHAM, THUNE, and
COTTON, who are working hard on pro-
posals to do exactly that.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

U.S. SUPREME COURT

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I wish
this were not true—and it is true in the
United States and nowhere else—but,
on average, 70 women across this coun-
try are killed each month by an inti-
mate partner, a husband or a boyfriend
mostly, and most all of those murders
are at the hands of a perpetrator with
a firearm.

In the United States, women are 21
times more likely to be killed by a gun
than women living in any other high-
income nation. I get it that the num-
bers that we throw around when talk-
ing about the gun violence epidemic
sometimes can get a little numbing
and overwhelming, but that is a really
damming, unconscionable statistic.

If you live in America as a woman—
the most affluent, most powerful coun-
try in the world—you are not twice as
likely to die as women in other coun-
tries at the hands of a firearm, you are
not 5 times more likely, you are not 10
times more likely, you are 21 times
more likely, living in the TUnited
States of America, to die from a gun-
shot wound as a woman than women
living in any other high-income coun-
try.

I am not talking about comparing
the United States to some war-ravaged,
developing nation in the middle of civil
conflict. I am talking about comparing
the United States to other peer na-
tions. That is unacceptable.

We made progress last year. We made
progress last year because Republicans
and Democrats came together and said
you shouldn’t be able to have a gun
anywhere in this country if you have a
judicial history, if you have a convic-
tion related to domestic violence. So
we changed the law. We limited some-
thing called the boyfriend loophole so
that whether you are a spouse or an in-
timate partner or a dating partner, you
now can’'t get your hands on a weap-
on—you can’t buy one, can’t have a
weapon—if you have been convicted of
a domestic violence charge. That was
good news.
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The reason that we did that, despite
the fact that the gun lobby opposed it,
is because the American public has just
made up their mind on this question.

In general, on most questions about
keeping dangerous weapons away from
dangerous people, 89 percent of Ameri-
cans have already decided that they
just would rather we err on the side of
caution.

Specifically, on this question of pro-
hibiting abusers—domestic abusers—
from owning guns, 83 percent of Ameri-
cans support that. It is really hard to
get 83 percent of Americans to support
anything in this country. This is
maybe the most popular public policy
intervention in America today, stop-
ping domestic abusers from getting
firearms.

The gun lobby and the gun industry,
which want to sell weapons to every-
body, regardless of their criminal sta-
tus, cannot win that fight here in the
U.S. Senate. They lost that fight last
year because the American public has
made up its mind. You are likely not
getting reelected to Congress from a
swing State or a swing district if you
are voting against measures to take
guns away from domestic abusers.

But here is the problem with the
state of American politics today: There
are now two legislative lawmaking
bodies. One of them is the U.S. Con-
gress. The other is across the street at
the Supreme Court. So over and over
again, when an industry or a rightwing
interest group can’t move the laws of
Congress in their favor because the
American public is so wildly against
their priority, they just shift the venue
of the fight across the street to the Su-
preme Court. That is what is happening
right now, as we speak, on this ques-
tion of keeping guns away from domes-
tic abusers.

Today, the Supreme Court is hearing
the case of United States v. Rahimi.
Let me tell you a little bit about
Zackey Rahimi. He was a drug dealer
with a history of armed violence to-
ward intimate partners and a history
of firing guns in public places.

In the winter of 2019, Rahimi had an
argument with his girlfriend in a park-
ing lot. She tried to walk away from
the argument, knowing about his
penchant for violence. But he grabbed
her wrist. He knocked her to the
ground. He then dragged her back to
the car, picking her up and throwing
her into the vehicle, causing her to hit
her head on the side of the vehicle.
Upon realizing that a person witnessed
the assault, Rahimi retrieved a gun
and fired a shot into the air, during
which time his girlfriend escaped.

It won’t surprise you that his
girlfriend went and got a restraining
order against him. He was vicious and
violent, firing guns in public into the
air as a means to threaten her. She
went and got a restraining order. That
restraining order required Rahimi to be
noticed to the criminal background
check system so that he couldn’t own
or buy guns. Eighty-three percent of
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