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moved again in 2021 to a new location
and now includes Novak and Brannon
Monuments in Marion, IA, and Man-
chester Monument Company in Man-
chester, IA. Vince Brannon passed
away in 2004, leaving behind a legacy of
hard work, service, and dedication to
the Dubuque community.

Brannon Monument Company has
been instrumental in building memo-
rials to honor our Nation’s veterans.
They were a key partner in the con-
struction of the Dubuque Veterans Me-
morial Plaza, which honors Dubuque
veterans who fought in major military
conflicts. On July 4, 2019, the Buchanan
County Veterans Memorial opened
with members of the Brannon family in
attendance for the dedication. Brannon
Monument Company has been involved
in building veteran memorials in Cen-
tral City and Kolona, IA, as well as
Platteville, WI.

In addition to providing memorials,
Brannon Monument Company is also
actively involved in the Dubuque com-
munity. Michael and Stasia Brannon
are famous in the Dubuque community
for their yearly Halloween decorations
that were covered by the local news-
paper. Michael is a member of the
Monument Builders of North America,
where he served as president from 1999
until 2000. He has also been a member
and served as the president of the
Monument Builders of Iowa. Brannon
Monument Company has been involved
with local philanthropic efforts in the
Dubuque community, including Rotary
International, Mercy Service Club, Alz-
heimer’s Association, Oldorf Hospice
House, and the Boys and Girls Club. In
2023, Brannon Monument Company
celebrated its 97th business anniver-
sary.

Brannon Monument Company’s com-
mitment to providing high-quality me-
morials in northeast Iowa is clear. 1
want to congratulate Michael and
Stasia Brannon, Mary Lou Brannon,
and the entire team at Brannon Monu-
ment Company for their dedication to
the Dubuque community. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth
and success in Iowa.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES C. OWEN,
JR.

e Mr. MARKEY. Madam President,
today I recognize Charlie Owen, as he
concludes his remarkable tenure as
president of the American Federation
of State, County, and Municipal Em-
ployees—AFSCME—Council 93.

Charles C. Owen, Jr., was born on
January 29, 1950, a son of the tightly
knit Irish community in South Boston,
MA. In 1968, he joined the U.S. Army
and was stationed in Germany before
heading to Vietnam, where he fought
for his country. He returned to the
United States with an honorable dis-
charge in 1971. In 1975, he went into the
public service, securing a job working
as a mechanic in the city of Boston Po-
lice Department, repairing police cars.
He went on to serve the city of Boston
for 46 years.
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Charlie almost never worked just one
job. Like many people in this country,
he had to work multiple jobs to sup-
port his family. He worked as an emer-
gency medical technician, and for 20
years, he was a day-of-game employee
for his beloved Boston Red Sox. He was
a part of the Red Sox operation not
just for the storied—and curse-break-
ing—2004 championship season, but
also for the 2007, 2013, and 2018 World
Series winning seasons. And, typical of
Charlie, he didn’t just work the games.
For over a decade, he ran his own char-
itable golf tournament, raising hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars for the
Jimmy Fund, the Red Sox charitable
foundation that fights both childhood
and adult cancer.

But it was as a city of Boston em-
ployee that Charlie really found his
niche as a union activist. He got in-
volved in his local and eventually be-
came the president of AFSCME Local
804, which represents supervisors and
managers across the city of Boston. To
this day, he remains a loyal, dues-pay-
ing member of Local 804. Across dec-
ades of union activism, Charlie learned
to negotiate contracts, to stand up for
his members at work, to work with
management to solve complicated
workplace problems, to figure out
which political candidates would stand
up for workers, to help elect those can-
didates to office, and to persuade elect-
ed officials to pass laws that would
help working families. In 2011, he ran
for the vice presidency of AFSCME
Council 93, the umbrella organization
for all AFSCME Locals in Northern
New England. He won his election and,
in 2012, ascended to the presidency of
the council.

He has travelled all over New Eng-
land, and indeed all over the country,
talking to workers in Tennessee,
Texas, Colorado, and elsewhere about
standing together to have a voice at
work. He has spoken with elected offi-
cials at every level about the concerns
of workers—the need for a living wage,
decent health insurance, and a dig-
nified retirement. This includes three
American Presidents—President Bill
Clinton, President Barack Obama, and
President Joe Biden—as well as any
number of Presidential candidates.

In short, Charlie Owen is a great
American. He has served his country
from almost the moment he turned 18,
as a member of the armed services, in
public service, and as a union activist.
Everywhere he went, everything he did,
he looked for ways to serve others,
whether those others be his coworkers,
children with cancer, or simply his fel-
low Americans.

In January 2021, Charlie retired from
his job at the city of Boston, and in No-
vember of this year, his term as presi-
dent of AFSCME Council 93 will end.
He has dedicated over 40 years of his
life in service to his coworkers. As he
ends his professional career and steps
down from decades of service to his
union, we salute him. He will spend
time with his seven children, his many
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grandchildren, and great-grandchild,
and he will continue to travel around
the country talking to people seeking a
voice at work. I thank Charlie for his
unending dedication and look forward
to seeing what great things he will do
next.e

REMEMBERING KELLY AND NOAH
ROSEBERRY

e Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I
would like to offer my deepest sym-
pathies to the family of Kelly M.
Roseberry and Noah Ryan Roseberry,
who tragically passed away on October
28, 2023.

Born and raised in a military family,
Kelly touched countless lives with her
bright, infectious personality and ap-
preciation for service and sacrifice.
After earning her doctorate of physical
therapy, Kelly underwent training at
Quantico Officers Candidate School,
Landstuhl Hospital in Germany, and
Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center, where she specialized in care
for injured servicemembers, often pro-
viding care within 24 hours of their
lifechanging injuries.

Kelly then worked for 7 years as a
physical therapist and amputee spe-
cialist at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center and Walter Reed National Med-
ical Center. She accompanied a count-
less number of people through dev-
astating injury and helped them to
walk, run, and pick up their children
again. Kelly devoted her life to helping
those who needed it most. We need
more people like Kelly. I know that her
memory will live on in the colleagues
she worked alongside, the patients
whose lives she changed, and in people
she has never met that are inspired by
her selfless years of service.

Kelly leaves behind her husband
Chris, and their beautiful daughter
Emma Grace. Their second child Noah
Ryan passed on with Kelly.

I once again offer my sincerest sym-

pathies to the Roseberry and
McGaughey families.®
——

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
WITH RESPECT TO THE THREAT
FROM SECURITIES INVEST-
MENTS THAT FINANCE CERTAIN
COMPANIES OF THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) THAT
WAS DECLARED IN EXECUTIVE
ORDER 13959 OF NOVEMBER 12,
2020, RECEIVED DURING AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE SENATE ON
NOVEMBER 3, 2023—PM 28

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
threat from securities investments
that finance certain companies of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) that
was declared in Executive Order 13959
of November 12, 2020, and expanded in
scope in Executive Order 14032 of June
3, 2021, is to continue in effect beyond
November 12, 2023.

The PRC exploits United States cap-
ital to resource and to enable the de-
velopment and modernization of its
military, intelligence, and other secu-
rity apparatuses, which continues to
allow the PRC to directly threaten the
United States homeland and United
States forces overseas. Through the na-
tional strategy of Military-Civil Fu-
sion, the PRC increases the size of the
country’s military-industrial complex
by compelling civilian Chinese compa-
nies to support its military and intel-
ligence activities. Those companies,
though remaining ostensibly private
and civilian, directly support the
PRC’s military, intelligence, and secu-
rity apparatuses. At the same time,
those companies raise capital by sell-
ing securities to United States inves-
tors that trade on public exchanges
both here and abroad, lobbying United
States index providers and funds to in-
clude these securities in market offer-
ings, and engaging in other acts to en-
sure access to United States capital.

The PRC military-industrial com-
plex, by directly supporting the efforts
of the PRC’s military, intelligence, and
other security apparatuses, continues
to constitute an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat, which has its source in
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whole or substantial part outside the
United States, to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. In addition, the use of
Chinese surveillance technology out-
side the PRC and the development or
use of Chinese surveillance technology
to facilitate repression or serious
human rights abuse continue to con-
stitute wunusual and extraordinary
threats, which have their source in
whole or substantial part outside the
United States, to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the
United States.

Therefore, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13959, expanded in scope by Executive
Order 14032, with respect to the threat
from securities investments that fi-
nance certain companies of the PRC.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 3, 2023.

————

PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO CON-
GRESS RELATIVE TO THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S
CERTIFICATION UNDER SECTION
8 OF THE FISHERMAN’S PROTEC-
TIVE ACT OF 1967, AS AMENDED
(THE “PELLY AMENDMENT") (22
U.S.C. 1978) THAT NATIONALS OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA (PRC) ARE ENGAGING IN
TRADE OR TAKING OF EIGHT
SPECIES OF PANGOLIN THAT DI-
MINISHES THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE CONVENTION ON INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE IN ENDAN-
GERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA
AND FLORA (CITES), RECEIVED
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE
SENATE ON NOVEMBER 3, 2023—
PM 29

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

On August 24, 2023, the Secretary of
the Interior certified under section 8 of
the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967,
as amended (the ‘“‘Pelly Amendment’’)
(22 U.S.C. 1978), that nationals of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) are
engaging in trade or taking of eight
species of pangolin that diminishes the
effectiveness of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES). This letter constitutes my no-
tification to the Congress consistent
with subsection (b) of the Pelly Amend-
ment.

Pangolins, the world’s only scaly
mammal, are captured and trafficked
at a higher rate annually than rhinoc-
eroses, elephants, and tigers combined.
Consumer demand for pangolin scales
for traditional medicinal practices has
pushed all eight pangolin species, origi-
nating from across Africa and Asia, to-
ward extinction. Effective January 2,
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2017, all species of pangolin were in-
cluded in CITES Appendix I, which pro-
hibits international trade for primarily
commercial purposes. Despite this pro-
hibition, the PRC remains the largest
destination country for pangolin
scales.

The PRC has taken some steps to
curtail pangolin trafficking at its
international ports and has uplisted
pangolins under its Wildlife Protection
Law. Yet the PRC maintains a system
that allows for the legal commercial
trade of pangolin scales for medicinal
use from its national stockpiles, there-
by indirectly providing commercial
avenues for selling illegal pangolin
specimens through its domestic pan-
golin market. Provincial governments
within the PRC are allowed to issue
permits to designated pharmaceutical
companies and other entities to ac-
quire pangolin specimens from the
PRC’s national stockpiles for medic-
inal use.

According to the United Nations,
pangolin seizures have increased ten-
fold since 2014; moreover, based on data
collected between 2007 and 2018, 71 per-
cent of seizures were destined for the
PRC. The size of individual seizures has
also increased; for example, in 2019 Ma-
laysian authorities reported seizing a
record-setting 30 tons of pangolin prod-
ucts. My Administration therefore re-
mains concerned that, despite assur-
ances from the PRC regarding its anti-
trafficking efforts, demand for pan-
golin scales appears to be growing. The
PRC must do more to close domestic
markets for pangolins and pangolin
specimens that provide cover for the il-
legal market. Without these actions, it
is likely that pangolin populations will
continue to decline, bringing the spe-
cies closer to extinction.

Since the Secretary of the Interior’s
certification on August 24, 2023, execu-
tive departments and agencies have
outlined conservation and anti-traf-
ficking conditions that must be met by
the PRC to ameliorate United States
concerns that the PRC is undermining
pangolin conservation under CITES.
Necessary actions by the PRC that
would demonstrate its commitment to
pangolin conservation and compliance
with CITES directives include com-
pletely closing its domestic market for
pangolins and pangolin parts, trans-
parent accounting of domestic stock-
piles, and fully removing pangolins and
pangolin parts from the national list of
approved medicines. The PRC has made
some progress towards its inter-
national commitments, but given the
complexity of the PRC’s domestic pan-
golin market and its overlapping juris-
dictions, more time is needed to ensure
that the appropriate agencies from the
PRC are implementing the necessary
steps to protect pangolin species from
possible extinction.

That is why I have directed the De-
partment of State and the Department
of the Interior to continue their ongo-
ing efforts and to report back to me on
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