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over from business and industry to phi-
lanthropy, as well. Donna was recog-
nized by more than 20 achievement
awards, including being named Citizen
of the Year in 1985 and Eight over
Eighty in 2015. Donna chaired and
served on numerous boards, from the
United Way to the American Heart As-
sociation and the Salvation Army.

Barbara and I extend our condolences
to Donna’s family and friends, particu-
larly to her beloved husband Vern. We
were blessed by her friendship and
thank the Nelson family for their sup-
port over many years.

————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-63, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Iraq for defense articles and services
estimated to cost $300 million. We will issue
a news release to notify the public of this
proposed sale upon delivery of this letter to
your office.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Iraq.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* § 0.

Other $300 million.

Total $300 million.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: Foreign Military Sales
(FMS) case IQ-B-AQJ was below the congres-
sional notification threshold at $28 million
($0 in MDE) and included a Bell Contracted
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Logistics Support (CLS) and Field Service
Representative (FSR) contract in support of
the following types of Bell aircraft: three (3)
407 variants, 206B3, OH-58A/C Kiowa, and
Huey II. The Government of Iraq has re-
quested the case be amended to include addi-
tional option years on the current contract
and to add contract support for Bell 505 air-
craft as indicated below. This amendment
will push the current case above the total
case value notification threshold and thus
requires notification of the entire case.
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None
Non-MDE: Bell Contracted Logistics Sup-
port (CLS) and Field Service Representative
(FSR) maintenance in support of the fol-
lowing Bell aircraft: three (3) 407 variants,
206B3, OH-58A/C Kiowa, Huey II and 505. Also
included is U.S. Government and contractor
engineering, technical and logistics support
services; studies and surveys; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-

port.

(iv) Military Department: Army (IQ-B-
AQJ).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: IQ-B-UDZ,
IQ-B-ADQ.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: None.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
November 2, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Iraqg—Bell Helicopter Contracted Logistics
Support (CLS)

The Government of Iraq has requested to
buy additional services, as indicated below,
that will be added to a previously imple-
mented case whose value was under the con-
gressional notification threshold. The origi-
nal FMS case, valued at $28 million, included
a Bell Contracted Logistics Support (CLS)
and Field Service Representative (FSR) con-
tract. This notification is for the combined
CLS and FSR maintenance support for the
following Bell aircraft: three (3) 407 variants,
206B3, OH-58A/C Kiowa, Huey II and 505. Also
included is U.S. Government and Contractor
engineering, technical and logistics support
services; studies and surveys; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost is $300 mil-
lion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by helping to improve the security of
a strategic partner.

The proposed sale will improve the Repub-
lic of Iraq’s capability to meet current and
future threats by enhancing the strength of
its homeland defense. The Republic of Iraq
will have ho difficulty absorbing these serv-
ices into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Bell Heli-
copter Company, Fort Worth, TX. There are
no known offset agreements proposed in con-
nection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of four (4) additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Iraq for a duration of one (1) year to
support CLS for Bell 505 aircraft. There are
currently seven (7) U.S. Government or con-
tractor representatives in Iraq that will stay
an additional two (2) years to provide sup-
port for the contract option years for CLS
and FSR service support for the three (3) 407
variants, 206B3, OH-58A/C and Huey II air-
craft.
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There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
was necessarily absent, but had I been
present, I would have voted yes on roll-
call vote No. 291, confirmation of Lt.
Gen. Christopher J. Mahoney for ap-
pointment as Asst. Commandant of the
Marine Corps, and to be General.

—
HONORING THE SOLDIERS OF
BRAVO COMPANY, 3RD BAT-
TALION, 124TH INFANTRY REGI-
MENT, FLORIDA ARMY NA-

TIONAL GUARD

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor the soldiers
of Bravo Company (Wolfpack), 3rd Bat-
talion (Warrior), 124th Infantry Regi-
ment Florida Army National Guard.
This year marks the 20th anniversary
since Bravo Company was deployed to
the Middle East. The 137 soldiers were
the first Florida Guardsmen deployed
to war since World War II.

These brave soldiers conducted thou-
sands of patrols, hundreds of check-
points, performed raids, and partici-
pated in countless supporting oper-
ations. Most importantly, all soldiers
returned home. These soldiers earned
their Combat Infantryman Badge and
their Presidential Unit Citation.

I want to welcome them to Pensa-
cola, FL, 20 years after being
downrange protecting our great Na-
tion. As a Navy veteran and the son of
a World War II veteran, I know first-
hand the sacrifices made by our mili-
tary members and their families.
Thank you for your service; your cour-
age and dedication to our country will
never be forgotten.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING BRANNON
MONUMENT COMPANY

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Brannon Monu-
ment Company of Dubuque, IA, as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.
Brannon Monument Company was
founded by Henry Kies in 1926 as Kies
Monument in Dubuque, IA. In 1961,
Vince and Mary Lou Brannon bought
Kies Monument and shortly thereafter
changed the name to Brannon Monu-
ment Company. In 1991, Vince and
Mary Lou’s son Michael Brannon start-
ed working at the company. Michael
purchased the family business from his
parents in 1993 with his wife Stasia and
moved the company in 1996 to a larger
location. Brannon Monument Company



S5358

moved again in 2021 to a new location
and now includes Novak and Brannon
Monuments in Marion, IA, and Man-
chester Monument Company in Man-
chester, IA. Vince Brannon passed
away in 2004, leaving behind a legacy of
hard work, service, and dedication to
the Dubuque community.

Brannon Monument Company has
been instrumental in building memo-
rials to honor our Nation’s veterans.
They were a key partner in the con-
struction of the Dubuque Veterans Me-
morial Plaza, which honors Dubuque
veterans who fought in major military
conflicts. On July 4, 2019, the Buchanan
County Veterans Memorial opened
with members of the Brannon family in
attendance for the dedication. Brannon
Monument Company has been involved
in building veteran memorials in Cen-
tral City and Kolona, IA, as well as
Platteville, WI.

In addition to providing memorials,
Brannon Monument Company is also
actively involved in the Dubuque com-
munity. Michael and Stasia Brannon
are famous in the Dubuque community
for their yearly Halloween decorations
that were covered by the local news-
paper. Michael is a member of the
Monument Builders of North America,
where he served as president from 1999
until 2000. He has also been a member
and served as the president of the
Monument Builders of Iowa. Brannon
Monument Company has been involved
with local philanthropic efforts in the
Dubuque community, including Rotary
International, Mercy Service Club, Alz-
heimer’s Association, Oldorf Hospice
House, and the Boys and Girls Club. In
2023, Brannon Monument Company
celebrated its 97th business anniver-
sary.

Brannon Monument Company’s com-
mitment to providing high-quality me-
morials in northeast Iowa is clear. 1
want to congratulate Michael and
Stasia Brannon, Mary Lou Brannon,
and the entire team at Brannon Monu-
ment Company for their dedication to
the Dubuque community. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth
and success in Iowa.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES C. OWEN,
JR.

e Mr. MARKEY. Madam President,
today I recognize Charlie Owen, as he
concludes his remarkable tenure as
president of the American Federation
of State, County, and Municipal Em-
ployees—AFSCME—Council 93.

Charles C. Owen, Jr., was born on
January 29, 1950, a son of the tightly
knit Irish community in South Boston,
MA. In 1968, he joined the U.S. Army
and was stationed in Germany before
heading to Vietnam, where he fought
for his country. He returned to the
United States with an honorable dis-
charge in 1971. In 1975, he went into the
public service, securing a job working
as a mechanic in the city of Boston Po-
lice Department, repairing police cars.
He went on to serve the city of Boston
for 46 years.
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Charlie almost never worked just one
job. Like many people in this country,
he had to work multiple jobs to sup-
port his family. He worked as an emer-
gency medical technician, and for 20
years, he was a day-of-game employee
for his beloved Boston Red Sox. He was
a part of the Red Sox operation not
just for the storied—and curse-break-
ing—2004 championship season, but
also for the 2007, 2013, and 2018 World
Series winning seasons. And, typical of
Charlie, he didn’t just work the games.
For over a decade, he ran his own char-
itable golf tournament, raising hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars for the
Jimmy Fund, the Red Sox charitable
foundation that fights both childhood
and adult cancer.

But it was as a city of Boston em-
ployee that Charlie really found his
niche as a union activist. He got in-
volved in his local and eventually be-
came the president of AFSCME Local
804, which represents supervisors and
managers across the city of Boston. To
this day, he remains a loyal, dues-pay-
ing member of Local 804. Across dec-
ades of union activism, Charlie learned
to negotiate contracts, to stand up for
his members at work, to work with
management to solve complicated
workplace problems, to figure out
which political candidates would stand
up for workers, to help elect those can-
didates to office, and to persuade elect-
ed officials to pass laws that would
help working families. In 2011, he ran
for the vice presidency of AFSCME
Council 93, the umbrella organization
for all AFSCME Locals in Northern
New England. He won his election and,
in 2012, ascended to the presidency of
the council.

He has travelled all over New Eng-
land, and indeed all over the country,
talking to workers in Tennessee,
Texas, Colorado, and elsewhere about
standing together to have a voice at
work. He has spoken with elected offi-
cials at every level about the concerns
of workers—the need for a living wage,
decent health insurance, and a dig-
nified retirement. This includes three
American Presidents—President Bill
Clinton, President Barack Obama, and
President Joe Biden—as well as any
number of Presidential candidates.

In short, Charlie Owen is a great
American. He has served his country
from almost the moment he turned 18,
as a member of the armed services, in
public service, and as a union activist.
Everywhere he went, everything he did,
he looked for ways to serve others,
whether those others be his coworkers,
children with cancer, or simply his fel-
low Americans.

In January 2021, Charlie retired from
his job at the city of Boston, and in No-
vember of this year, his term as presi-
dent of AFSCME Council 93 will end.
He has dedicated over 40 years of his
life in service to his coworkers. As he
ends his professional career and steps
down from decades of service to his
union, we salute him. He will spend
time with his seven children, his many
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grandchildren, and great-grandchild,
and he will continue to travel around
the country talking to people seeking a
voice at work. I thank Charlie for his
unending dedication and look forward
to seeing what great things he will do
next.e

REMEMBERING KELLY AND NOAH
ROSEBERRY

e Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I
would like to offer my deepest sym-
pathies to the family of Kelly M.
Roseberry and Noah Ryan Roseberry,
who tragically passed away on October
28, 2023.

Born and raised in a military family,
Kelly touched countless lives with her
bright, infectious personality and ap-
preciation for service and sacrifice.
After earning her doctorate of physical
therapy, Kelly underwent training at
Quantico Officers Candidate School,
Landstuhl Hospital in Germany, and
Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center, where she specialized in care
for injured servicemembers, often pro-
viding care within 24 hours of their
lifechanging injuries.

Kelly then worked for 7 years as a
physical therapist and amputee spe-
cialist at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center and Walter Reed National Med-
ical Center. She accompanied a count-
less number of people through dev-
astating injury and helped them to
walk, run, and pick up their children
again. Kelly devoted her life to helping
those who needed it most. We need
more people like Kelly. I know that her
memory will live on in the colleagues
she worked alongside, the patients
whose lives she changed, and in people
she has never met that are inspired by
her selfless years of service.

Kelly leaves behind her husband
Chris, and their beautiful daughter
Emma Grace. Their second child Noah
Ryan passed on with Kelly.

I once again offer my sincerest sym-

pathies to the Roseberry and
McGaughey families.®
——

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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