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Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Six (6) M142 High Mobility Artillery Rock-

et Systems (HIMARS) 
Twelve (12) M30A2 Guided Multiple Launch 

Rocket System (GMLRS) Alternative War-
head (AW) Pods with Insensitive Munitions 
Propulsion System (IMPS) 

Twelve (12) M31A2 GMLRS Unitary 
(GMLRS–U) High Explosive Pods with IMPS 

Ten (10) M57 Army Tactical Missile System 
(ATACMS) Pods 

Non-MDE: Also included are Reduced 
Range Practice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; inter-
com systems to support the HIMARS 
Launcher; ruggedized laptops; training; 
training equipment; publications for 
HIMARS, munitions, and spares; services; 
other support equipment; and other related 
elements of program and logistic support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (LG–B– 
UEL). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: LG–B–PCA. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
October 24, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Latvia-M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket 
Systems 

The Government of the Republic of Latvia 
has requested to buy six (6) M142 High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS); 
twelve (12) M30A2 Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (GMLRS) Alternative War-
head (AW) Pods with Insensitive Munitions 
Propulsion System (IMPS); twelve (12) 
M31A2 GMLRS Unitary (GMLRS–U) High Ex-
plosive Pods with IMPS; and ten (10) M57 
Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) 
Pods. Also included are Reduced Range Prac-
tice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; intercom systems 
to support the HIMARS Launcher; 
ruggedized laptops; training; training equip-
ment; publications for HIMARS, munitions, 
and spares; services; other support equip-
ment; and other related elements of program 
and logistic support. The estimated total 
program cost is $220 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is an important 
force for political stability and economic 
progress in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve Latvia’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats, 
and will enhance its interoperability with 
U.S. and other allied forces. Latvia will have 
no difficulty absorbing this equipment into 
its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Lockheed 
Martin, Grand Prairie, TX. There are no 
known offset agreements in connection with 
this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require the assignment of two (2) U.S. Gov-
ernment and five (5) contractor representa-
tives to Latvia for a period of one year. Addi-
tional U.S. Government or contractor rep-
resentative travel to Latvia will be required 
for program management reviews. This trav-
el is expected to occur approximately twice 
a year or as needed to support equipment 
fielding and training. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–70 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket 

System (HIMARS) is a C–130 transportable 
wheeled launcher mounted on a 5-ton Family 
of Medium Tactical Vehicles truck chassis. 
HIMARS is the modern Army-fielded version 
of the Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(MLRS) M270 launcher and can fire all of the 
MLRS Family of Munitions (FOM), including 
Guided Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(GMLRS) variants and the Army Tactical 
Missile System (ATACMS). Utilizing the 
MLRS FOM, the HIMARS can engage targets 
between 15 and 300 kilometers with GPS- 
aided precision accuracy. 

2. The Guided Multiple Launch Rocket 
System (GMLRS) M31A2 Unitary is the 
Army’s primary munition for units fielding 
the M142 HIMARS and M270A1 Multiple 
Launcher Rocket System (MLRS) Launch-
ers. The M31 Unitary is a solid propellant ar-
tillery rocket that uses Global Positioning 
System/Precise Positioning Service (GPS/ 
PPS)-aided inertial guidance enabled by 
SAASM or M–Code to deliver a single high- 
explosive blast fragmentation warhead accu-
rately and quickly to targets at ranges from 
15–70 kilometers. The rockets are fired from 
a launch pod container that also serves as 
the storage and transportation container for 
the rockets. Each rocket pod holds six (6) 
total rockets. 

3. The M30A2 GMLRS Alternative Warhead 
shares a greater than 90% commonality with 
the M31A1 Unitary. The primary difference 
between the GMLRS–U and GMLRS–AW is 
the replacement of the Unitary’s high explo-
sive warhead with a 200-pound fragmentation 
warhead of pre-formed tungsten penetrators 
which is optimized for effectiveness against 
large-area and imprecisely located targets. 
The munitions otherwise share a common 
motor, OPS/PPS-aided inertial guidance en-
abled by SAASM or M–Code, control system, 
fusing mechanism, multi-option height of 
burst capability, and effective range of 15– 
70km. 

4. The M57 Army Tactical Missile System 
(ATACMS)—Unitary is a conventional, semi- 
ballistic missile that utilizes a 500-pound 
high explosive warhead. It has an effective 
range of between 70 and 300 kilometers, and 
has increased lethality and accuracy over 
previous versions of the ATACMS due to a 
GPS/Precise Position System (PPS) aided 
navigation system. 

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

7. A determination has been made that 
Latvia can provide the same degree of pro-
tection for the sensitive technology being re-
leased as the U.S. Government. This sale is 
necessary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign 
policy and national security objectives out-
lined in the Policy Justification. 

8. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to Latvia. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 

requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–68, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Japan for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $74.6 million. We will 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–68 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Japan. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $71.6 million. 
Other $3.0 million. 
Total $74.6 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Up to sixty-three (63) Rolling Airframe 

Missiles (RAM) Block 2B Tactical Missiles, 
RIM 116E. 

Non-MDE: Also included are RAM Guided 
Missile Round Pack Tri-Pack shipping and 
storage containers; training equipment; op-
erator manuals and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering; technical and logistics support serv-
ices; support for establishment of an Inter-
mediate Level Maintenance Facility (ILMF); 
and other related elements of logistics and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (JA–P– 
AUU). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA–P–AUF, 
JA–P–AUN. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
October 24, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 
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POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Japan—Rolling Airframe Missiles (RAM) 
Block 2B Tactical Missiles 

The Government of Japan has requested to 
buy up to sixty-three (63) Rolling Airframe 
Missiles (RAM) Block 2B Tactical Missiles, 
RIM-116E. Also included are RAM Guided 
Missile Round Pack Tri-Pack shipping and 
storage containers; training equipment; op-
erator manuals and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering; technical and logistic support serv-
ices; support for establishment of an Inter-
mediate Level Maintenance-Facility (ILMF); 
and other related elements of logistics and 
program support. The estimated total cost is 
$74.6 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a major ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

The proposed sale will improve Japan’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats 
by providing significantly enhanced self-de-
fense for surface units defending/transiting/ 
patrolling critical air and sea lines of com-
munication. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Raytheon 
Missiles and Defense Company, Tucson, AZ. 
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Japan. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–68 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The RIM-116E Rolling Airframe Missile 

(RAM) is an autonomous, lightweight, super-
sonic, surface-to-air tactical missile for ship 
self-defense against current and evolving 
anti-ship cruise missile threats. Advanced 
technology in the RIM-116E includes dual- 
mode (radio frequency/infrared) (RF/IR) 
guidance with IR all-the-way capability for 
non-emitting threats. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is CONFIDEN-
TIAL. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that 
Japan can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of 
Japan. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHIGAN’S 
VETERANS 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today to salute the people of 

Michigan past and present who have 
served in our Armed Forces and to 
honor their families. 

There are few actions as selfless as 
serving in our military. When our Na-
tion called, these brave Michiganders 
stood up. They were willing to be sent 
anywhere—at any time—in order to 
protect our Nation, our people, and our 
values. Some of them never came 
home. Others came home, but were 
never quite the same. And many con-
tinue to serve their communities long 
after their military commitment is ful-
filled: a U.S. Marine veteran from Hol-
land who walks across the State each 
year to raise awareness of mental 
health issues and to highlight organi-
zations that serve veterans; an Air 
Force veteran in Mid-Michigan who 
shares her own painful story about try-
ing to fit in to help support other his-
torically excluded veterans; an Upper 
Peninsula veteran who has spent dec-
ades coaching and mentoring young 
people through youth sports. 

These veterans have our backs. It is 
crucial that we have theirs, too. That 
is why I was so pleased when President 
Biden signed the bipartisan PACT Act 
into law last year. This law helps en-
sure that veterans who were exposed to 
Agent Orange, burn pits, and other 
toxic substances during their service 
receive the healthcare and benefits 
they have earned. 

One year later, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs has received more 
than 780,000 disability claims under the 
PACT Act and approved more than 
348,000. And more than 111,000 veterans 
have enrolled in VA healthcare, includ-
ing nearly 10,000 in Michigan. These 
10,000 Michigan veterans served honor-
ably and bravely. Sadly, they have paid 
a price for that service. And just as 
they were there for us in our Nation’s 
time of need, now we can be with them 
in theirs. 

Whether it is healthcare, education, 
a chance at a good job, or military rec-
ognition, veterans should not stand at 
the back of the line for anything. That 
is what my dad—a World War II vet-
eran—taught me, and I have spent my 
time in public service ensuring that we 
keep our promises to our veterans. The 
PACT Act is one more promise kept. 

On this Veterans Day and every day, 
I salute everyone who has served in our 
military and their families. I thank 
them for their service, their sacrifice, 
and their deep dedication to our Na-
tion. Every day, they show us what pa-
triotism is all about. 

f 

NATIONAL WILD TURKEY 
FEDERATION 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today, along with my colleague TIM 
SCOTT of South Carolina, to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation and to 
recognize the organization’s significant 
contributions to research, habitat con-
servation, as well as its promotion and 
protection of the long-honored outdoor 
traditions of the United States. 

The National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion was incorporated on March 28, 
1973, with the aim of bringing together 
State, Federal, and nongovernmental 
partners to promote the conservation 
of wild turkeys. Edgefield, SC, is proud 
to house the organization’s national 
headquarters, and both the State and 
Nation continue to benefit from their 
stewardship. 

Since 1985, the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, its members, and chapters 
have invested more than $500,000,000 to 
conserve or enhance more than 
22,000,000 acres of critical wildlife habi-
tat, forests, and grasslands, as well as 
more than $8,500,000 in research to en-
sure a healthy wild turkey population. 
In addition, the organization is a long- 
standing Stewardship partner with the 
U.S. Forest Service and is heavily en-
gaged in the development and imple-
mentation of the Department of Agri-
culture’s Wildfire Crisis Strategy. 
These efforts have played a significant 
role in one of the greatest conservation 
success stories in the United States: 
the return of the wild turkey from the 
brink of extinction. 

I ask that you and our colleagues 
join me in celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration and wish the organization and 
its members continued success in ful-
filling their mission. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 4:55 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
H. Res. 810, resolving that a message be 
sent to the Senate to inform that body 
that MIKE JOHNSON, a Representative 
from the State of Louisiana, has been 
elected Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 3135. A bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for assistance for the 
situation in Israel for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2607. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Import 
Regulations for Horses’’ ((RIN0579–AE62) 
(Docket No. APHIS–2016–0033)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 12, 
2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–2608. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
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